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Chuong 16

Thoat Khoi Cong San Viét Nam

Di Tan
Truc thang cudi cung, di tan khoi Sai Gon

Buc anh lich su’ do Hubert Van Es, phong vién hdng thong tan
UPI chup tur noc nha tru sé CIA s6' 22, duong Gia Long
chiéu ngay 29 thang 4, 1975.

Vao thang 2 ndm 1975, chanh phd Phap mai 6ng Téng trudng Gido Duc Ngb Khic Tinh
cung 6ng Th trudng Do Ba Khé va t6i, véi tu cach la ¢6 van ky thuat clia 6ng tdng trudng,
qua Phap dé thdm viéng céc “Grandes Ecoles” va mét sd trudng dai hoc danh tiéng khac &
Bordeaux, Toulouse, Montpellier, Marseilles, Aix-en-Province, Compiégne va Trudng Quan
tri xi nghiép Essec. Vao thdi diém dé, tai Viét Nam cé su tranh gianh anh hudng chanh tri
gira nén gido duc Phap va My & cap dai hoc. Tudng cling nén biét la trong sudt thdi Phap
thudc, Viét Nam phai ap dung m6 hinh gido duc ctia Phap, mai cho dén nam 1951, gido duc
Trung hoc mdi bt dau ap dung chuong trinh Viét nglr. K& tir ndm 1954, khi ngudi My bat
dau c6 mat & mién Nam, sinh vién Viét Nam bat dau du hoc 6 Hoa Ky va mang vé nudc
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nhiéu tu tudng hoc thuat cia My trong nhiéu Ianh vuc, ddc biét trong nganh gido duc. Tuy
nhién, chanh phu Phap van mudn duy tri anh hudng cla ho trong nhitng hoat dong van
hda, gido duc & cuu thudc dia bang cach cap hoc béng hay vién trg ki thuat, nhung & mot
mUc do gidi han han My. Cubc tham viéng Phap cua phai bo gido duc Viét Nam Cong Hoa
chdng téi nam trong sach Iugc nay.

Sau khi tir Phap trd vé Sai Gon, ching téi dugc biét tinh hinh quén su tré nén tram trong
hon, nht la tai vung Cao nguyén. Quan Bac Viét dung dudng mon HO6 Chi Minh xam nhap
mién Nam cang ngay cang nhiéu. Da vay, chanh phu My ti€p tuc cat giam vién trg cho Viét
Nam d€ géi qua Do Thai. Ai cling biét Ngoai Trudng Henry Kissinger la ngudi Do Thai va
Qudc hoi Hoa ky chiu anh hudng nang né cua gidi van dong hanh lang ctia cong déng ngudi
Do Thai nham uu tién gitp Israel trong khi COng san mién Bac dudc Trung Cong va Lién S6
vién trg mot cach qui mo.

Hau qua Ia Khéng quan mién Nam phai bt dau thdo g& mdt s6 phi cd va truc thang dé co
phu tung stra chita cac may bay bi hu. S6 dan phao binh cling bi han ché t6i da. Quan doi
Viét Nam Cong Hoa cang ngay cang xudng cap vé trang bi vo khi kéo theo su giam sut tinh
than. Trong am tham va bi mat, nhiéu nguGi trong cudc hi€u rang su bai tran chi con la van
dé thdi gian. Pudng nhién da s6 ching tdi van tiép tuc lam viéc véi thai dd than nhién dé
duy tri tinh than chung.

Lai ¢6 du ludn x6n xao cho rang mdt cudc tdm mau sé xay ra khi cdng san thdng tran dé
tra thu nhitng ai lam viéc véi chanh phd mién Nam va My. Nhiéu khi ching t6i ban luan
trong nhém ban bé thu nhé vé phucng cach dé tranh khai bi ké thu bat gitr hay tra tan. Déi
liic t8i d& nghi néu gdp dudng cling tdi s& cot mot s8 trai dira khd vao nhau dé€ lam thanh
mot phao ndi cho trdi theo ddng séng Clru Long tir My tho véGi hy vong sé& dugc mét chiéc
thuyén ctia ngudi tot bung nao dé clru vét. Y tudng nay qua la ngay ngd nhung khi da bi
don vao chan tudng, ban nang sinh ton bt dau phai lam viéc. C6 ngudi trong ching toi
nghi tdi viéc uéng ddc dugc dé thoat canh bi tra tdn. Rt cudc toi chi con biét dua vao s6
phén hay dinh ménh dé quén di nhiing tai vong co thé dén véi toi va ddong bao mién Nam.
P4y 1a mdt trong nhitng giai doan dau khé nhdt trong ddi toi.

MOt hdm, toi dén van phong USAID dé hop nhu thudng 1€ va bi séc ndng khi thdy ca toa
nha nay gﬁn nhu bi bd trGng hoan toan. TG6i vao van phong cta Von Spiegelfeld, mot ngu‘éfi
ban t6t cla toi va la nhan vat thi ba diéu hanh cg quan USAID. T6i dong ctra phong lai roi
nhin thdng vao 6ng ta d€ hdi: “Lam dn cho tdi biét viéc gi dang xay ra day.” Ong ta dap:
“Né€u & dia vi ban, t6i phai tim cach ra di.” T6i cdm dn 0ng ta va ra vé. Hinh nhu, trudc dé
vai ngay ho da nhan dudc |énh rdi khoi Viét Nam nhung khong cho nhitng ngudi ban Viét
Nam cua ho biét.

Vao ngay dinh ménh 23 thang 4, 1975, khi tdi sdp sira Ién xe t&i B6 Kinh T& d€ hop hang
tuan thi mét nhan vién cho biét toi c6 dién thoai kh&n cdp tir nha goi dén. Tdi trd lai van
phong lam viéc cua tdi trén [u hai. O dau day bén kia, Marie, vg téi, ndi ngudi chau ré cla
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toi tén Tom Forbes

.IZE'
N N > : . IaNnh,an vien giai
AR LMBASSY OF 11 { ma cua toa dai su
; UNITED $TATES OF AMERIC ” v 5 mat ¢
\{\m{ : S ICA )[ . My‘ dang co nj_at cj
: nha chung toi va
' ~ mudn noi chuyén
TO LHE EXAMINING IMMIGRALION OFFICER vGi t6i. Tom yéu
AL LHE PORL OF ENLRY 3 cau t6i vé nha gap
, « dé& gdp anh ta va
Lhe below listed aliens have been granted parole sraruz by the Atrorney tuyét ddi tur chdi

General for enfry into the Unifed States withour immigrant visa.

*  khong ndi thém gi

Fach has the verificd velationahip te the accompanying American - nra ca. Khi t6i vé

citizen ligred after hig nyine. : i dén nai, Tom co vé
I

’ lo au va dua toi

: A‘N.IE RICAN CITIZEN: Thomas Forbes . : : mé_‘)t 14 thd cd ghi
Alien Bopendents:  Name " Relarionship dia chi ngoi biét
l\h.:{s'D[t;e 'IhiHNgu;‘{e;Anh sister of American thu CIA dung lam
r. Duong Huu Nghia . brother in law =~ ; i A
Duong Huu Thanh Tung i nephew -~ dl,\a _C“?m aD tONan
Duong Huu Thanh Phuong : 2 niece .~ de di tan khan cap.
Duong Huu Thanh Truc nephew * 7 7
s Lolok Trong thd do co

dependent alien relative has been insrructed to bring with him liet ke tén cua
aﬂ,_nf the ciyi‘l documents in his possession. "I'hn accompanying nhCrng ngLr(‘Ti deQC
American citizen has been given a copy of this letrer roprosent 1o , A £y
the Captain of the aircrafr rransporting him and his family. phep ra di cung Vi

9 A T e R b chau gai to6i. TOi
e names of the American citizen and alicns lisred above have been »n N Ay
cabled 1o the Department of State and the Immigrarion and Naruralizarion can phai tdi nai do

S-::r.cc Central Office ta Waskiagron: S ~ ngay lap turc.
H Qt L84y : I}
lMPORTANl NOLICE: this document is not varhd fpr admission info _ . )
the United Srates after . - Sau khi nhin lai
*Mr. Khuong Huu Dieu b Uncle % - villa ctia chung toi
Mrs. Dinh Thi Bich Chau Aunt [an chdt, Marie va

t6i ra di mang theo

/\__,)448 / s mot tui xach nhd

American 3 Consul dung quan 4o va
may tadm ngan
L3 tho danh séch di tin cua toa Lanh su (Consulate evacuation list) phieu  du lich

(traveler's check)
tdng cdng $300 clia American Express tdi con gilf lai sau chuyén xudt ngoai gan day. Toi
cam on Thugng D€ da cho chiing toi cd may nay. Chung toi hi vong sé thoat canh tu toi va
tra tan bdi ngudi cong san. Tai ngoi biét thu, chidng toi that ngac nhién nhan ra rat nhiéu
ngudi Viét lam viéc cho DAO (Defense Attaché Office) cd quan quan su My tai Sai Gon da
tu tAp noi day dé chd di xe buyt dan su’ cia My bi mét di chuyén 1én phi trudng Tan Son

r

Nhut.
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Trudc ngay dinh ménh vai hom,
chau gai toi, Nguyét Thu, cd dua
vg tOi Ién phi trudng Tan Son
Nh(t dé€ xin di tan khoi Sai Gon
dang bi quan cdng san bao vay.
Riéng toi thi & lai ti€p tuc lam
viéc. RUi thay, theo luat I€ cua
MY, chi nhitng ngugi ba con rudt
thit mai c6 thé di tan theo chau
t6i ma thoi. Vi la mg chd khéng &
phai me nén Marie danh phai tré

vé nha hom do. "

Xin doc gia lvu y, ndi phia dudi
|4 tho, tén cua t6i va vg toi dudc
danh may vao thém véi dau *
hinh sao (asterisk) co lién hé gia
dinh la cdu va mg. Burc tho nay
coi nhu la gidy khai sanh th(r hai
cla chuing téi vay.

Hau nhu dinh ménh da an bai
dé cho tap chi Newsweek
Magazine t&i phdng van toi tuan
truGc do. Toi trinh bay rang du
kha ndng chuyén mén cua tdi c6 |
thé hitu dung cho chanh ph
cdng san, nhung toi chdc chan
kho thodt chét vi tdi dang lam Chu tich Hdi Viét My. T6 chirc ndy & Sai Gon dugc nhiéu
ngudi bi€t dén vi cé khoang 25,000 hdi vién hoc ti€ng Anh hodc tham gia vao nhitng hoat
dong van hda Viét My trén toan qudc. TG Newsweek da cho in bai phong van trong s6 bao
ngay 21 thang 4 nam 1975 véi tua dé “The Crowd at the Exits” hay “Bam dong nai 16i
thoat.” (xem nguyén tac va ban dich)

Trang bia to Newsweek ngay 21 thang 4, 1975

Trudc ngay phat hanh bai bao trén Newsweek, toa dai s’ My tir chdi khong cho t6i dudc cd
tén trong danh sach di tan cta chau Thu cua téi. Nhg vao bai phéng van cua toi xuat hién
kip thdi, ho da thay ddi quyét dinh bai I8 néu Viét Nam roi vao tay Céng san, ho nghi la toi
s€ bi tra tan va hanh quyét vi da lam viéc véi My. TU nhitng su kién trén, suy gam lai, toi
phai di t&i két luan rang moi viéc chi la do dinh ménh. Néu khac di vai gidy dong ho, toi co
thé da khdng nhan dudc cu dién thoai ctia Tom Forbes va nhu vay ké nhu toi da tdi s6 roi.
Nhan day, t6i cling mudn noi thém la ngudi an nhan cla t6i, Milton R. Benjamin, sau nay
lam Chu tich va Téng gidam déc diéu hanh cta UPI va Nicholas C. Proffitt khi d6 la Trudng
van phong Newsweek & Sai Gon.
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THE CROWD AT THE EXITS

Khuong Huu Dieu is the kind of Viet-
namese to whom Americans point
with pride. Honest and industrious, he
worked his way through the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology washing
dishes. Then, after gaining some busi-
ness experience in New York City, Dieu
returned to Saigon and joined Vietnam's
Industrial Development Bank. Today, at
43, he is president of the bank—and so
highly regarded that he was recently
elected president of the Vietnamese-
American  Association, A few short
weeks ago, U.S. officials in Saigon were
calling Dieu the hope and future of

South Vietnam. Today, the same officials
avoid his‘ stare. “1 have no hope and |
have no future,” he declared last week.

The American approval and respect he
warked so hard to win, Dieun firmly
believes, will soon be the death of him.
For thousands of Vietnamese, from
technacrats like Dieu scattered throngh-
out Saigon government ministries to
clerks and cleaning women on the U.S,
Embassy’s payroll, it is suddenly a time
of reckoning. With the Communists
knocking on the gates of the capital, the
Vietnamese who hold these jobs realize
their position is tenuous at best, and that
many of theirnumber may be executed if
Saigon should fall, "It seems we have all
backed the wrong horse,” said Au Ngoc
Ho, a former minister of economy and
now a businessman. What, these Viet-
namese are asking, do the Americans
propose to do for us now?
- The White House indicated last week
that the U.S. will try to evacuate perhaps
as many as 170,000 Vietnamese if a

Communist take-over appears immi-
nent. State Department sources indicat-
ed priority would go to (1) Vietnamese
who waorked for the U.S. Government,
and their families; (2) Viethamese in-
volved in intelligence activities, pacifi-
cation program workers, and those asso-
ciated with the controversial Phoenix
program to assassinate Viet Cong cadres,
and (3) top Vietnamese officials.

But at present, contingency pL’ms do
not envisage evacuation of tens of thou-
sands of other South Vietnamese for
whom President Ford admitted last
week America bears a “profound moral
obligation.” These include the many
teachers, editors and opinion leaders
who supported Saigon’s alliance with

P

Vietnamese staffer fleeing U.S. Consulate in Nha Trang: Some were left behind

the United States, What's more, the U.S.
is making no plans to evacuate Vietnam-
ese  employees of American busi-
nesses—many of whose bosses have al-
ready fled. At Northrop Corp.'s Saigon
office, American managers told Vietnam-
ese employees last week the company
would consider helping them get out of
Vietnam—but that nothing could be
done about their families. One major
obstacle was the South Vietnamese gov-
emment itself, which has been extreme-
ly reluctant to grant exit visas.

Betrayal: Even those in the top evacua-
tion category can find little cheer in the
way the United States has treated its
Vietnamese employees to date. During
the evacuation of tﬁe U.S. Consulate in
Nha Trang two weeks ago, when there
was only enough plane space for the
Americans, U.S. guards held automatic
rifles on their local employees to keep

them from overrunning the last evacua-
tion plane. And a CIA agent last week
had an even grimmer story of betrayal—
later denied by officials on the spot—
during the evacuation of the U.S. Con-
sulate at Da Nang. When it came time to
leave, he said, the Americans realized
they would never get out with their many
Vietnamese employees, so they ordered
three trucks pulled up outside the gate.
The Vietnamese climbed aboard and the
trucks rumbled off. With the crowd gone,
the Americans made their escape. The
trucks dumped the Vietnamese out a few
miles down the road.

Tales like these, whether true or false,
have heightened the anxiety of Vietnam-
ese working at the American Embassy in
Saigon, who as of late last week had still
not been told whether the U.S. would
evacuate them if the capital falls. I ask
the question every day,” said one bitter

Vietnamese departing with French in 1954:

Vietnamese secretary, “and every day, [
am told the same: 'We are trying to work
something out. We will let you know’.”

This growing feeling among Vietnam-
ese that the U.S. is going to let them
down sent morale plunging last week,
One U.S. official told how two of his
Vietnamese employees had confided
that when the Americans leave, they
intended to commit suicide. Several
American officials privately said they
plan to resign from the Foreign Service.
“It's so unbelievably cynical,” one em-
bassy offiger blurted. “People who have
helped us}f":)ra decade are now no longer
important—so we desert them.”

But sentiment appeared to be mount-
ing in the U.S. last week not to desert
these Vietnamese. New York's Demo-
cratic Rep. Stephen J. Solarz noted that
the United States took in 38,000 refugees
who escaped following the unsuccessful

32

Newsweek
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Trich dich bai bao trong Newsweek s6 ngay 21 thang 4, 1975
Trich dich “DAM DONG NOT LOI THOAT”

"Ong Khuong Hifu Diéu 1a mdu nguoi Vit Nam ma ngudi My hdnh dién ndi tdi. La nguoi
liém khiét va cén cu, éng Khuong Hiu Diéu d& di rda chén dé cd thé di hoc tai truong
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Sau do, khi da thau thap duoc mot sé kinh nghiém
lam viéc & Nitu Udc, éng Piéu tré vé Sai Gon phuc vu tai Ngdn Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé
Viét Nam. Béy gic, & tudi 43, éng gilf’ chic vu Téng gism dbc ngédn hang va duoc nhiéu
nguoi tin nhiém bau lam Chu tich HOi Viét My. Chi vai tuan trudc day, vién chuc My & Sai
Gon noi 6ng la hy vong va tuong lai cua mién Nam Viét Nam. Dén luc ndy, chinh nh[fng
Vvién chuc do lai tranh né khong mudn nhin thang vao anh mat ong "Toi khong con niém
hy vong va tuong lai gi nifa, ong tuyén bo tudn vua roi. Ong Diéu tin rang chinh su’ tan
thanh va kinh trong nguoi My danh cho éng nhd céng viéc ong lam s€ la cai an tu’ hinh déi
vai ong.”

"Gio ddy, la luc hang ngan nguoi Viét, t nhiing chuyén gia nhu 6ng Biéu lam viéc trong
cac bo cua chanh phu Sai Gon tdi nhifng thu ky va nhén vién quét don cho toa dai su My
SE phdi tra gia cho viéc lam cua ho. Trong luc quan céng san dang rinh chd & nguéng cua
dua vao thu dé, nhiing nguoi Viét Iam cdc cong viéc do y thuc duoc rdang sé phén cua ho
that mong manh va mot s6' nguoi nhu ho sé€ bj hanh quyét néu Sai Gon that thu.” "Co vé
nhu’ ching t6i d§ danh cd va chon 18m ngua dua rdi. Au Ngoc HS phat biéu. Ong la nguyén
T6ng trudng kinh té vé nay 16 mét thuong gia.”

...Mdt vai vién chutc ngoai giao My ndi riéng ho cd y dinh tir chuc. "Moi viéc bt nhdn tdi
muic khdng thé tudng tuong duoc”, mét nhén Vién toa dai su'thot ra nhu thé. "Nhiing nguoi
da cong tac vdi chdng ta trong ca thap nién bong nhién khéng con quan trong doéi vdi chung
ta nia... roi chung ta bo roi ho...”

Nhung du vén dé la gi di nda, da sé nhitng nguoi Viét co lién hé vdi My déu chon di tan
tha /4 Vi bi b6 lai dé trao s6° ménh minh vao tay ngt/(‘f/ cgng san."Kha na“ng chuyén mén vé
ngén hang cda toi co thé hitu ich cho nguoi mién Bac” téng giam déc ngén hang Biéu ndi
trong tuan truoc, "nhung ho chi can biét téi da lam chu tich Hoi Viét My trudc déy thoi, biéu
ndy du dé cho tbi I16nh an tu hinh trudc mat ho. Chung t6i chi mong céc 6ng xu’ su’ céng
béng la du rbi. Chung t6i mudn J lai trong nudc cho tdi ngay cudi cung. Nhunhg vao ngay
cudbi cung do chung t6i mubn ra di vdi nhifng ngudi ban My cua chdng t6i.” Milton R.
Benjamin va NICHOLAS C. PROFFITT tUr Sai Gon.

Ngudi tai x& tin can da lam viéc v8i ching téi trong 12 ndm qua dua chiing toi téi diém hen
la mét ngbi villa trén dudng Tran Quy Cép. Chac anh khdng ngd la ching toi sdp rdi Viét
Nam vinh vién. Toi mudn tang anh mot s6 tién nhung e ngai khdng mudn cho anh biét du
tinh cla chdng toi di tan. Do do, toi nhG anh trd vé nha va tim mét do vat toi da dé trong
mot ngén kéo ndi phong ngu. Tai dd, tdi da dé san mot bao thd dung tién tdng anh. Cho
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ti nay, toi van con th&y budn vi khdng biét anh va gia dinh ra sao. Theo tin d6n anh va cac
con da thoat khoi Viét Nam va cé cudc sdng tét lanh. Téi van tim kiém tin tirc cua anh va
cau mong mdt ngay nao dé Thugng DE sé cho t6i cd hdi gdp anh dé ndi I5i xin 16i anh vi d3
ra di ma khdng mot I5i gia biét anh.

Tai ngdi villa bi mat do, toi gdp gia dinh cia Nguyét Anh, ngugi chau cé tén trong danh sach
dugc di tan trong dd cd tén chdng t6i dugc ghi thém vao véi dau *(asterisk). Qua tinh, cai
bién gidi gilta may man va bat hanh, giita su’ s6ng va cai chét mong manh nhu sgi chi.

Vai gid sau, mo6t chiéc xe “van” dua chung t6i |én phi truGng Tan San Nhat. Tim téi dap
manh khi nhan vién an ninh kiém soat tirng hanh khach ngdi trong xe. N&u ho nhén dién
dudc mot nhan vat cao cép trong chanh phu thi ho sé gill lai dé€ diéu tra thém. Lic dé toi
deo mot cdp ki€ng mat I6n mau den sam tay cam tG bao va cau xin Thugng D& che cha cho
tdi dugc di tan an toan. It 1au sau, ching téi dudc dua téi mét building d€ ngudi My choi
bowling va tai d& da co vai tram ngudi co I€ cling chG dudc di tan. Khoang 24 tiéng dong
ho sau, chuiing toi Ién mét phi cd van tai quan su loai C-141 Starlifter. Trong sudt thdi gian
dd, quan cdng san ti€p tuc phao kich vao phi trudng nén cac phi cong déu cho may phi ca
ti€p tuc nd d€ cb thé san sang cat canh bat ¢ lic nao. Nhitng ngudi di tan ngdi la liét trén
san may bay tua nhu ca moi trong hép. Cudi cung, ti€ng dong cd rd manh bao hiéu cho
biét chiing t6i da bdt dau cudc hanh trinh vao chén vo dinh.

Chiéc phi cd clia chiing t6i dang I8 bay thang ti Manila nhung vi ly do nao dé lai hudng vé
dao Guam. Sau nay ching t6i mdi biét Ia trai Thdy quan Luc chién Marine Camp Pendleton
la nai chiing téi s& tam tru lic d6 chua san sang dé tiép dén dan ti nan. Vi vy, ching toi &
lai Guam trong cac [éu Quonset cua quan nhan mét tuan roi mdi Ién dudng tdi qué hucng
mdi & ti€u bang California.

Vai hinh anh nhirng ngay cuoi cung két thic cta cuoc chién

Butc hinh ngay 29
thang 4, 1975;
>, thuong dan mién
2y Nam leo butc
tuong cao hon 4
thudc cua toa Pai
St Hoa Ky & Sai
Gon dé lén mdy
bay truc thang
trong luc nhitng
nguoi My  cudi
cung rof khoi Viét
Nam (Hinh cua
AP)
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P
P ™y
I\2_2/|
Cam Xe

Y NINH T
T4

k. ® @5:'2! CONG
MY THO
13
- Ca&C mibi tién cong oha QGP
- - . Lir doa S 9
., Bé it Knh chign dich |:" Lib dn';iicmén dosn tir 17h ngay 26/4
——=%" dén 11h30 ngay 30/4/1075
F— : Trung dod ea— .
'=". Quan khu |:I rung doan ’f? "= M tién céng cb xe ting
p:l] Quén doan ‘;:: Khu phéng ngu cia QLVNCH Q4GP chét chin va
c cang su kién co - cit duang giao théng

I:( Su dodn (:b Khu phéng ngu lam thai cia GLYNCH o
[khéng o céng su kién cd) Tran dia phao

Quén doéi Cong san Bac Viét va Viét Nam Cong Hoa
xung quanh thanh phd Sai Gon trudc ngay 30 thang tu
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\ll F orces “.’, .

Xe thiét giap Bac Viét tai cua Dinh Pdc Lap, ngay 30 thang 4, 1975
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= - W SL ' O .s‘ ~ .
Dén ti nan duoc dé xubng hang khdng méu ham USS Midway
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Dén ti nan dap xuéng mot chién ham My trong chién dich Frequent Wind
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)
L3 . \

Phi co' van tai C-141 Starlifter ché dén i nan tu Guam
toi trai Thuy quén Luc chién Marine Camp Pendleton

Phi cd dap xuéng Camp Pendleton dua dén dat My nhirng nguGi Viét khdng chap nhan ché

dd cdng San. Cam dn chanh phu va nhan dan My Qudc da ma rong vong tay don ti€p ching
t6i tim dudc anh sang cua Tu Do va Nhan Quyén.
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Ti Nan Tai Trai Pendleton,
California

Mot két cuc... va nhiéu khdi diém mdi

An End...and New Beginnings

PRESERVING
PREC/IOUS

Cua vao Camp Pendleton chao mung nguoi ti nan Viét Nam
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WELCOME TO

QINECORPS B4

A CflMP PN‘JDI ETON

California, roi tu
dd ho lén xe buyt

dé€ dén trai Pendleton.

Day la [an dau tién trong lich str Viét Nam c6 mét cude di cu' va
Hoa Ky c6 mot cudc ti€p cu vi dai dién ra trong mot tinh trang
cap bach va hét hoang.

Camp Pendleton |a trai th(r nhdt trén 13nh thé Hoa Ky tiép nhén
ngudi ti nan. Sau do, cd thém 3 trai khac la Fort Chaffee
(Arkansas), Eglin Air Force Base (Florida) va Fort Indiantown
Gap (Pennsylvania).
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Hinh chup toan canh tra/ Pend/eton

Khu tam trd cho ngu@i ti nan Viét Nam dudc
thanh Iap tai trai Pendleton, California, vao
thang 5, 1975. Trong tuan |é dau cua thang
nay, phi cd quan su C-141 Starlifter chd hang
ngan ngudi ti nan tdi phi trudng Thay quan luc
chién Marine Airfield El Toro trong ti€u bang

URANGE
COUNTY / RIVERSIDE
74 COUNTY
SAN 1’ R
CLEMENTE. SAN DIEGO =
~COUNTY 5
Camp
Pendleton
“Tent city”
built for
Vietnamese
refugees 6
in 1975 \
OCEANSIDE a
Pacific P
Ocean &
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1. Villa cua Téng Théng Nixon tai San Clemente, Ca 2. Nixon vé Chu An Lai tai Bic Kinh ndm 1972

C6 diéu ngau nhién 13 ngudi ti nan da dudc dua tdi trai Pendleton gan villa clia tdng théng
Richard Nixon tai San Clemente, Ca. Tai liéu lich st dugc giai mat cho thdy, sau bira tiéc toi
vGi Chu An Lai tai Dai Sanh dudng Nhan dan/Hall of the People & Bac Kinh ndm 1972, hai
dng Nixon va Kissinger da bdm nut “diéu khién tir xa/remote control” &m thdm chdm ddt
chién tranh Viét Nam ma két thdc 1a mién Nam bi cdng san mién Bac xam chiém vao thang
Tu, 1975.

Padi Vi toi cling cd su’ ngdu nhién ly thu |a thang sau
ndm 1956, cling chinh éng Richard Nixon, Iic do la
Phd Tdng théng cliia 6ng Dwight Eisenhower, da tan
tay trao cho t6i van bang Engineering tai khudn vién
trudng Lafayette College & Easton trong ti€u bang
- Pennsylvania. Hom dé, 6ng la nguGi doc dién van lé
. ra trudng. RGi gan 20 nam sau, thang nam 1975, toi
.| da s6ng sot trong sy cay dadng dugc bau lam “Thi

_ R ‘ trudng” khi nhap trai Pendleton va tam tri trong mét
BN "W Jéu Quonset tro trui gan villa sang trong cua Nixon.

T6ng théng Dwight Eisenhower va Phé  Trai dat ndy qua la that nho va day chuyén bat ngd.

T6ng théng Richard Nixon, 1956

I—

chién gén nha éng Nixon

\ "'\ o
A T -
Léu Quonset:"Thanh phd Léu/Tent city” ”
trong trai Pendleton cua Thuy quén Luc — i
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T

B6um Jogative

014-1281~19-1-75
NCB

Camp Pendleton, CA.
294apr75 Photo By: Sgt. Manthey

A Viet fugee y g

the world-wide known symbol for peace
after arriving at Camp Tulega, aboard
the Marine Corps Base.

DEFENSE DEPT. PHOTO (MARINE -~ — CORPS)
PG 2357113

cva-3S/

oS el

1. Hinh "em bé dau tién” tdi trai ti nan do Thuong si Sgt Manthey chup ngay 29 thang 4 nam 1975
2. Nguoi linh thuy quén luc chién va em ti nan trong trai

Léu Quonset la mot loai nha lam bang nhitng tdm tdn ubn thanh nira hinh tron dugc san
xuat lan dau vao thap nién 1940.

Pendleton & mét cdng trinh xay cat khéng 16: gan 900 linh thay quén luc chién va thudng
dén da 1am viéc khdng ngiing d€ dung 1&n 958 tdp [éu loai thudng va 140 [éu Quonset trong
vong sau ngay.
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Dé nhut phu nhén Betty
Ford viéng tham trai
ngay 21 thang 5, 1975

Hinh chup téng quat trai Pendleton 1975

Vé bién cd quan trong nay dbi vai lich st Viét Nam, va vé@i cudc ddi cua t6i, nhiéu cd quan
truyén thong tai My va thé gidi da c6 nhiéu bai viét trong nhirng ngay thang sau khi Sai Gon
that tha va khi doan ngudi di tan Viét Nam dén My. Sau day la mot s6 bai viét dién hinh:

An End...and New.Béginnings |

As C Ist forces lidated their hald over Vietnam, thou-

sands of refugees began their jowrney to a land of refuge, Many

were already being processed through Camp Pendleton near San

Clemente, Calif, and some were reaching their final destination, At

Fort Chaffee, Ark., the vanguard of some 20,000 who will settle

in the heartland of America, was met by n cheering crowd of
500 residents. —Staries on page2

Assoclated Press Wirepnoto

Khung Huu Dien, ex-banker, shows his wealth—clothes for family.

NEW YORK DAILY NEWS SAT MAY 3 1975

Pld
On ship in South China Sea, refugee has sitvation In hand with m:

To NEW YORK Daily News, s6 ngay 3 thang 5 ndm 1975 dang tam hinh trén vdi IGi ghi
chu: "Khuang Hitu Biéu, cuu Tong giam doc ngan hang va tai san... quan ao cho gia dinh.”
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ALL THAT'S LEFT - Khuong Huu Dieu. 1956 gradu.
ale of Lafagette College and a Victnamese banker,
olds up all that's left of his material possessions af-
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| me chairman of the Vietnam-

called” persons who fld the
Communist ~ advance ‘“cowe

e Mgrculunl Developmnt "

aak, said he and two others
woukd et up o mueleus of  ef
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Like Dieu m‘ll m oihe‘r
said he is pennle

lw i wki{l Ay 1o get work
& pllot, cab driver or farm-

At the time Die held his e

ews conference ab the Mare
ine bise, Ky wis arriving at
anither Marine station in Cal-
{fomia and saying he would
:Ign take charge at Pend:

| il try and be a leader
for them," Ky said when he

D and  his  “minie
govemment” tend to estabe
lish medical - serviegs, lan-
fuage schools, a post office
ind a Viclnamese newspaper

fot the roughly 10,000 refugees  bass

af the camp,
The Lafayetie uraduaze

fears for K slufebecamed \
Khuong Huw Dies, & 105 N . He had
graduate of Ladayette and for

'mrhemmrmlynemmmmm
Veu\amwe

mdﬂmn(ugeemptm
" yanunum
‘o he el e g

Viclnam laa ek, esaldhe &
ad bis anily oved tbar their own niative* Col
lis 1o &n ateis, Ther MMW‘“*M
names,be said, were ied st ¥ 10 Bandle requess ond
the bt o  heetofpaper BeVIRCES,
aihorizing certain Vietnam-  On Guam, 'elemmmry
5 to depart Salgon. The a5« - schools: were: ordered. closed
terisk indicated thal the Dieu { orllmdayslo Iree sehol
foanly was. belng sponsored buses for the o of
i refugees by a nlece mar thousands of South Vietnam
tied to @ former US. Em- esa rofugees en route o that
j emploge. Pactle waystop,
i Dy escped, Be - Some 15000 reugees were
called his friends Mr. and  due 1o arelve at Guam

g e om i -
ralon structure “al

?} THE EXP]

Serving Pennsyloania and New Jersey Since

EASTON, PA., TUESDAY, MAY 6, 1975

ALL THAY'S LEFT — Khuong Huu Dwa. 1650 grad
ate of Lafayette College and & Vietnamese banker,
holds up all that's left of his material possessions af-

ter be and his family fled the Viet Cong and N
Vietramese.

Refugees Try to Establish Ordc

Wiew Services  &rived lrom Hawall Earler hoded te asochtion Ut 2 [riendsip L]
u‘qo..m..u La- he hod braoded former prest:  purated the largest Eaghed. :,m. ke
Layetie mmtnm\ Theu o loguage schod = Sepoe. He
mmwuu-. g ermansl Alllh!- --u-—m--m- °"x -]

are s Thes's 3 Vitramee sdmisirstion #E0 ok
spiheieown " min o ety Thbeds fan.” &t carep By Cormel ‘o, g Ar Force Bise. P

iy endute Trae ofe of theee refup e
Kot L AT e st b Unitet S
foary lor Kv'y e AL Onaftee, the

Mrs Gmrﬁm\ilﬂﬂ of 1710 aboard fhe American Ch :
o, Forks Towt - e, te Pioneer Commandee
stdp,totelltbembmssale nd the Plorver Contender,

fe

The Express-Times ngay 6 thang nam, 1975

TG bao cua chau thanh Easton, noi trudng hoc cii cua t6i Lafayette College, The Express-
Times, s6 thtr Ba ngay 6 thang nam, 1975 dang trang tit sau day: "Refugees Try to
Establish Order>»» (Ngudi Ti Nan Co Gang Thiét Lap Trat Tu)

"CHI CON BAY NHIEU ...Khuong Hitu Diél, sinh vién tét nghiép ném 1956 tai Lafayette
College va Ia Téng gidm déc Ngén hang & Viét Nam, gio cao tét ca tai san cua minh sau khi
ong ta va gia dinh tron thodt khdi Viét Cong va quén linh Bac Viét.”

Ngu6i ti nan nho cdu khdéng van khéng 16 do chanh phu My t6 chiic nén ho ds séng sot va
dén duoc mét dét nudc Tu Do. Trong con hét hodng, ho thodt khdi vién dnh bi ngudi céng
san bat gilr va tra tan. Ho muén chung té cho Chu Samy/Uncle Sam thdy ho khdng chi én va
ngu noi xu’ ndy. Ngay sau khi dat chan trén dat mdi, ho khoi céng thanh Iap hé thong diéu
hanh va cong tac vdi ban chi huy cua Thdy quén luc chién.» (ngung trich dich)
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A

Toi rat han hanh dugc bau lam “Thi trudng dau tién trai Pendleton” “thanh phd l1éu” thir
nh{t dugc dung 1én cho ngudi ti nan Viét Nam. Tai sao tdi dugc tin nhiém nay? CO thé vi
hoGi con & Sai Gon, t6i la sang Iap vién va Chu tich cta HGi Quan Tri Xi Nghiép Viét Nam
dong thdi cling la Chu tich cua HGi Viét My (Vietnamese American Association) dugc nhiéu
ngudi biét tGi vdi khoang 25.000 hoc vién theo hoc tiéng Anh.

Trong khodng thdi gian ngan, ching téi da 1ap xong so d6 t& chirc va tim dd nhan vién lam
viéc tinh nguyén.

Chung toi 1ap ra cac ay ban phu trach viéc:

. Biéu hanh phong an

. V& sinh can trai

. Thong tin va buu dién

. Trung tdm y té

. Trung tadm giai tri

. Tiém hét toc

. Trai chdm sdc tré em

. Phong Iuu trir nhirng d6 vat bi mat va tim thay.

oNOOULDAhWN -

TOi rat ngac nhién khi thay mot s6 kha dong cac phdng vién AP, UPI, Reuters, va AFP, vay
quanh va hdi toi nhiéu cau hoi vé nhirng du tinh cua “thi trudng.” Toi cling bi s6c¢ khi thay
ho da phi pham phim Kodak d& chup tdi nhu’ vay. Vao thdi dé chua cé may chup hinh loai
ky thuat s6/digital. S6 may quay phim cta cac dai NBC, ABC, CBS va dia phucgng qua nhiéu
da khién t6i c6 cam tudng nhu minh dang séng trong hu ao va bién t6i thanh mot “thi
trudng” ndi tiéng.

Ciling nhG phuadng tién truyén thong ma cac ban hoc cii, cdng su vién, ban bé va ho hang
& khdp nai trén thé gidi biét dudc téi con s6ng G trai Pendleton. Do do, téi nhan dudc nhiéu
dién tin va thu tUr chdc lanh. Nhiéu ngudi con dé nghi bao trg t6i ra khoi trai.

Pién hinh nhu mét dién tin cia mdt ban sinh vién ddng khéa ndm 1956 & Lafayette College
lGc d6 dang s6ng & Hoa Thinh BAn gdi dén toi nhu sau: “ 767 tén Dick Wilson. Diéu la nguoi
cung lam viéc rua chén vdi toi, T/ mudn bao tro anh ra khoi trai,”

T6i ¢6 nhan dugdc nhitng la thu cla cac ban dong nghi€ép trong cd quan APO (Asian
Productivity Organization) gom 14 nudc hdi vién tir A chau dat ban doanh & Tokyo.

Bubn cuGi va dau ddn han ca la nhiéu bdc thu cia nhirng chuyén gia va ngudi huu tri My
kha gia viét mot cach song sugng yéu cau Thi trudng cho ho "thu nguoi ti nan dé sau do
CO thé sé cudi ho!”

Riéng ca nhan toi da trai qua nhiéu kinh nghiém kinh hoang. Trong Iéu Quonset, hang chuc
ngudi ngl trén nhirng givdng hai tng ki€u nha binh. Tiéng ngdy cua ho 6n ao dén dod
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khdng sao chju ndi. Diéu ngd nghinh la ngudi gidu c6 nhit trong nhém lai | ngudi ngdy dit
doi nhdt. May thay cho moi ngudi, chi vai ngay sau ba ta dudc xuat trai sGm!

Thém mot cu séc khac. Phong vé sinh cia Thay quan luc chién dudc thiét k€ vGi 20 bon
cau dat theo chiéu doc trong mot can phong sang choang va thoang khi khdng cé may sudi
hay vach ngan gilta cac boén cau. To6i phai thd nhan téi khong quen dung loai phong vé sinh
céng cong thi€u riéng tu nhu vay nhung khéng thé 10 cho ai biét ca. Tuy nhién, tdi da tim
dugc mot gidi phap thuc tién cho van dé nay. TrGi thang nam thdi tiét trong trai kha lanh
vao ban dém, toi day that sém lic 1 gid sang di vé sinh. Nhu thé, t6i da dugc mot minh
mot chg trong can phong rong thénh thang dé, ma khong cd cam giac kho chiu khi bi ngusi
khac nhin. Con cé chuyén khac la linh Thuy quan luc chién khong quen ndu cém cho so
ngudi ti nan dong dao nhu vay nén cd “van dé” khé tranh khdi da xay ra. Tuy vay, moi
nguoi déu thdng cam vdi ho. Toi giai quyét “truc trdc” bang cach tim dugc vai tay ndu bép
thién nguyén ngudi Viét.

Mot bai khac ciing cia Bao Express-Times, Easton, PA, ngay 6 thang 5, 1975, tom tat
bién c6 lich st thang 5, 1975 tai trai Pendleton nhu sau:

"Tu phong dién tin cua chung toi Express-Times:

Dudi su’ diéu hop cua mot cuu sinh vién truong Lafayette College, dén ti nan O trai
Pendleton, California, da Iap xong mét "chanh phu bo tdi” cda ho. Co thé cuu thu tudng
Nguyén Cao Ky ciing s€ gia nhdp “"chanh phu” ndy. Ong Khuong Hiu Diéu, xudt thén tu
Lafayette ndm 1956 vé cut Téng gidm déc Ngén Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé Viét Nam, tuyén
b6 6ng vdi hai nhén vat khac sé tap hop mdot nhom khodng 20 nguoi dé lo chdm soc dan di
tan. Trong lic éng Biéu du cudc hop bdo & cén c Thuy quén luc chién, 6ng Ky d§ tdi
California va tuyén b6 6ng s€ dung ra diéu hanh moi viéc J Pendleton.

"T6i s€ co gang /anh dao ho” éng Ky tuyén bé khi dén ddy tu’ Hawaii, Trudc do éng dé cdo
budc cuu T6ng théng Nguyén Vin Thidu 13 "tén trong pham, moi viéc xay dén cho chung
t6i 13 107 tai Thiéu va chi minh Thiéu théi,” éng Ky phét biéu.

Mot s6” nguoi trong chanh quyén to y lo ngai cho mang séng cua ong Ky y Vi nhu’ng loi phat
b/eu tdo bao cua 6ng ta. Ong d& goi nhifng ai bo chay trudc su tién quén cua cong san 13
cac ké hen nhat.”

Ciing nhu 6ng Piéu va dai da sé dén ti nan khdc, éng Ky ndi Ia éng tréng tay va sé kiém
Viéc lam nhu’ lai mady bay, tai xé taxi hay nong dan.

Ong Diéu va "chanh phu bé tii” cia ong au tinh s€ Iap cdc dich vu cham soc suc khoe,

truong day sinh ngid, tram buu dién va mot to bao tiéng Viét dé phuc vu gén 10,000 nguoi
ti nan trong trar.
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Nguoi cuu sinh vién truong Lafayette da diung dau mot hdi co mot truong day tiéng Anh
Ion nhut Sai Gon. Ong ta nhan duoc su’ cong tdc cua mét cuu sinh vién Cornell University
la éng Tran Quy Théan, chu ngédn hang J Sai Gon, va ba Nguyén Van Boéng, nguoi dung dau
mot hiép hoi k€ hoach hoa gia dinh.

Khi éng Biéu thodt khoi Viét Nam trong tuén qua, éng ndi 6ng va gia dinh con séng sot nho
mot déu sao “asterisk* trén mot to' danh séch cho phép ngudi di tén.” Ong gidi thich: tén
cua ong duoc ghi thém bang mot asterisk vao phan dudi cua mot van ban cho phép mot sé
nguoy roi khoi Sai Gon. Cdi dau asterisk* do cho phép gia dinh éng Biéu duoc nguoi chdu
gai cd chdng 13 cus nhén vién Toa Pai St My bao tro dé di ti nan.

Sau khi dg thodt nan, éng Biéu goi dién thoai cho ba Miller cu’ ngu tai s6° 1710 Richmond
Road, Forks Township, PA, dé béo tin éng ta duoc an toan. Gia dinh Miller vé 6ng Piéu d&
két ban khi 6ng con di hoc truong Lafayette.

Cdc truong tiéu hoc trén ddo Guam cho hoc sinh nghi hoc ba ngay dé cd du xe buyt chuyén
chd hang ngan dén ti nan nguoi Viét dé vé cac tram tam cu. Khodng 15,000 ngudi ti nan
SEé tdi ddo Guam ngay hém nay trén cac chién ham American Challenger, Pioneer
Commander, va Pioneer Contender.” (Ngung trich dich)

Ngoai cac sinh hoat cho ngudi I8n, tré em cling dugc phan phdi cong tac. NhG cac bé trai
s6t sang di lugm rac, viéc lam nay gilp cac trai giai quyét dugc nan rac rudi ma ciling tranh
gay lo lang cho béc cha me khi cac em bén biu di lugm rac. V& phan nguGi I6n ho dudc
ranh roi tham gia vao cac chuang trinh khac.

Ching téi cling gai cac con em di hoc cac I6p day Anh ngif, cac I6p khoa hoc thién nhién
dé ching hi€u biét mdi trudng s6ng mdi, t6 chlrc cac cudc di bd cd ngudi hudng dan dé
gitp chung khong tu tung trong khéng gian nhé hep cua trai.

Ngudi ta thudng ndi: “MOt hinh anh dang gia ngan chit.” Nhitng birc hinh sau day mo ta
mot cach kha day du nhirng sinh hoat thudng ngay trong mot “thanh pho I1éu” chat choi va

huyén ndo. Nhiéu birc hinh khéng can chi thich cling di hiéu.

- =2 - R e
RS o S SR

Xe buyt d6 dén ti nan xudng tur phi truong Thuy quan luc chién El Toro gan do
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4 LUV -;:?" '.| ‘.'1
Cdc tré em ngo ngac trong

"thanh phd’ Iéu” mdi duoc
dung xong.

Trof lanh va cdc em mac do am
qua rong!

1.Quan nhan My giup em nho 2.Phan phat mén 3. Quén nhén xdy cét noi tri én

hoc tiéng Anh mdi cho dan ty nan
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Khu Hong Thap Tu danh cho tré em
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Cac tinh nguyén vién cua chi
nhanh Hong Thap Tu & Los
Angeles cung cap dich vu
subt ngay cho Trung tam
dieu hanh trong trai
Pendleton. Cac y ta va phu ta
bac si moi ngay tGi tham trai
dé& phat hién bénh tit mdi
chua dugc chita tri. Nhan
vién xa hoi phéng van ngudi
ti nan dé gilp ho di chuyén
tdi ndi ho sé dinh cu. Con
nhitng tinh nguyén vién khac
thi lo di phan phat thic an
nhe va nudc udng.

Ngay c3 Rosemary Clooney ciing tdi trinh dién Can nha am cung
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DU trong canh hoang mang bat 6n, ngudi ti nan van tiép tuc séng véi nhitng 18 rira tdi va
dam cudi, hoc ti€ng Anh va giai tri.

bam cudi trong Camp Pendleton Nghi 1€ Prét gido trong trai

- Sqt
Nha thudc téy cua nguoi ty nan Tiém hot toc
417
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Déy la noi cdc gia dinh dé lai tén va dia chi cla ngul bao trg dé phong ngua truong hop
CO nguoi than thudc qua sau sé co thé lién lac vdi nhau duoc.

To Newsweek Magazine s6 ngay 19 thang 5, 1975, tudng trinh bién cd lich sir déc nhit
vO nhj trong Camp Pendleton nhu sau:

Tai trai Pendleton, Nguyén Cao Ky tuyén bo:

~..Chung t6i phéi luu vong vi Nguyén Vén Thidu. Hay nhd cdi tén ndy. Han ta I3 con nguoi
dang khinh bi nhét trén trdi dét.” Con doi vdi nudc My, Ky lam nhu s6t séng mubn gét riua
hét toi 1oi cho qué huong mdi cua minh. "Trong muoi nam qua cac 6éng da lam rat nhiéu
cho chung téi — qua nhiéu theo y kién ca nhan toi,” ong tuyén bo.

Ky luén 13 dé tai hdp dan doi vidi cdc phdng vién My, nhung nhiing ddng huong cia éng thi
khong co an tuong gi vdi ong.

"T6i khéng muén gap mat éng ta. Téi sé khéng bat tay éng ta.” Khuong hiiu Diéu,
43 tudi, cu Téng gidm déc Ngén Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé Viét Nam va ngudi té chuc "ha
téng co sd” tai Pendleton phat biéu "Néu éng ta la mét chién si gioi va thuc su’ can
dam nhu éng ta ndi thi éng ta hdy J lai dé chién diu di.”

"Vdi sur hé tro vé héu cdn cua Thuy quén luc chién My, nguoi Viét trong "thanh phd 18u” tai
Camp Pendleton thanh I5p mot gudng may ban chanh phu - mét sé ha téng co s6 - dé phdi
hop viéc diéu hanh va gidi quyét nhilng kho khan thuong nhat. Trong khi ban diéu hanh
trai dp tat tham vong Iénh dao cda cuu thu tudng Nguyén Cao Ky (xin coi khuén & dudi),
ho théy héi Iong vé su hién dién cua nhom 15nh dao xudt phét tr quén chiing nhu’ cul Téng
gigm déc Ngén Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé Viét Nam, mot nguoi di duoc dao tao bén My.

«Chuing t6i muén nudc My thdy r6 la ching t6i co tinh than tréch nhiém, Biéu ndi, va ching
toi khéng chi muén an va ngu ma thoi tai dat nudc nay.»
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20 pov e ont of all Vietamese relingees., of
abovt 5,600, were heads of Lanilics wh
*1erentually enter the labor market
te Vietnamese had browpht om
comiderable wealth—ncarly §2 millio
in peld was sold by about 6.000 sefugeed
ssing U ough Guam carly this mont
st v er 90 per cent were morely middle
and lower-middle-class, and the pmrot
thon of w calthy refugees seemed likely to
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s Ky = Pendleton: Future farmer?

Lerdens: Lile fw thet v

iy plossant, woas at least hecoming
heas chaotic=Alanks in past 0 the refu-
gees themselves. With US, Murine units
providing logistical suppot, the
namese in seven tent eftics ot Camp

| Fendleton foamed  their awn quasi-
E govemmental “infrastiuctore to
wate the provessing and solve llav-!o-d:‘v

coordi-

problems. And while Adininistration of-
e {icinls subitly squelched the lead-
ership aspizations of former Pre-
micr Nguyen Cao Ky (box), they.
were pleased by the cmergence o

grass-roots leaders such as US.-
educated Khnong _huu Diew, 43,
| former president of the Industrial
Develapment Bank of Vietnam.
“We want lo show America we are
rosponsible,” said Dicu, “and that

J

743, ox-president of the Indus-
trial Development Bank of b
. Vietnam and now an organiz-
i er of the “infrastructure” at |
Pendlcton. “If he is such a
good fighter, he should have
stayed and fought”

‘Rrything’: Ky located 2
dozen relatives at Pendleton
and moved them into his
tent, but afler one night the
childien were evicted for |
. making noite. “le says he
" will take care of us after he

{ sees to all his people,” a
° micce reported, and Ky him- !
L1 self said cheerfully, 1 don’t ||
¢+ think 100,000 Vietnamese ||
will be a problem. All they ||
! need is a little more support,
H gcurmsiti,) gestures  like
i that. We don't eatas much as |
i you do.” For himself, Ky pro- | |

§ claimed: I would be a farm-

J ; er,ataxi driver, anything.” |

= A New York restauratcur
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children and grandchildren we wre
exiled because of Nguyen Van Thieu.
Remember that name. He is the most
 despicable man in the world.” As for
| the United States, Ky seemed eagerto
(R absolve his new land any
5y ﬁlk. In the last ten years you n:lld 2
3 for us—too much, in my opinion,
he declared.
y has always made good copy for
| American reporters, k:n his own

ama ok

i :AF beg assistance, most just gawked.”l
EAl don’t want to sce him. 1 will not shake
'3 ! Diis hand.” said Khuong  hun Dien,
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Iy wired Ky offering a job as |
ur of a new Mercedes, but he
gnored it. A S o school trust- |
ecc mentioned the $46,000-a-ycar post  j

prom
cha
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Terneagers help d
ecting Uash, bxating
Jooking out four the: sl
cigarette thet cvulbd ton
fire in Penedl ton’s tind. ¥
Enghish elas<s wore st wn i the
halls after wwals and chibdren &
chalked their homework v e sid

been donated for them wene an ontd e d
array of civics, bistory mnd goour
texts, but many of the youngsters prsved
to be quick studies and soous v cre- greet-
ing visitors with a cheerful, "Hello. How!
are you? [ am fine. Good luck.” With foad |
in plenteous supply—4,000 pounds o
vice daily, 33.000 half pints of milk and |
tons of meat and produce—the big prob-

[ flem was the chill weather, which bad

pleading b FTTECT &
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ReCIG: ort Chalice, 2 D00
refugees were encamped in old wouden
Army barnacks, some of the leudership
| was supplied by about 50 Victnamese
soldiers and saflors who had Leen train-
imi at U.S. baces when their government
fell. They ran crrznds outsicke the sefo-
gee area, published a daily news sheet
and ast a Vietnamese radio pro-
gram from nearby Fort Smith.

Not all of the 530 Vietnaaese and
Cambodian military personnel in the
U.S. were so quick to pitch in, howeyer—
and some even wanted to return to their
native lands, A number of Viethainese
students and pelitical cxiles Lere—as
many as 500 by one estimate—harbored
similar intentions. “That's our country;
that's where we can operate best,” ex-
plained Ngo Vinh Long, 30, a Ph.D.
candidate at Harvard. “Coing back home
at this point would cause more problems
than it would help. But we do think it
will be possible . . . some time."

Calis: For the vast mn{t‘:'rity of Vietnam-
ese here, however, the goal was to

come Americans, and Americans
th | were ing to the idea.

of superintendent for three R
colleges, and some formers near
n Antonin, Texas, were considering
Ky's suggestion that somebody in the
area sponsor him for a start in agricul- f
ture. But they were dubjous. The only |
jobs currently available were picking |
and planting, suwid one vegetable
grower, “and | don’t think Ky is
looking fur that kind of work.”
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More than 3,000 individuals and organi-
zations had phoned the State Depart.
ment by last week with offers of help—a
go of calls so great that L. Dean
Brown's modest inter-agency task force
on refugees had to hire eighteen Kelly
girls to handle the load. Most of the
actual yesettlement would be handled
under contract by private agencies, with
the government repaying up to hall of
their total costs, The Administiution was
also hoping for support from professional
organizations—groups of doclors, nurses
and journalists had already indicated -
their readiness to cooperate—as well as
banks and corporations (page 75).
Even sfter checking out all sponcors
_and pny_lgg__!'or_g\_rc_ial education and

Nhirng tai liéu khac ciia NBC

vé trai ti nan.

"NBC Evening News - thir Tu, ngay 7 thang 5, 1975 - Tom lugc:

1

2.

h:a‘ng, ngan dan tj nan mién Nam Viét Nam hién dang séng J Pendleton va dang sua
soan mot cach thuc tién dé hoi nhdp vao doi séng bén My. PHONG VIEN: John Chancellor.

_ Gudng mdy chénh phu do mét Uy ban didu hénh gém 20 thanh vién lénh dao. Mot
cach téng quat, nguoi dung dau lang ti nan phdi hop cac hoat dong vdi vién tuong chi huy
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trai. Nhom ngudi ti nan duoc thanh 18p boi Piéu Khuong Hiu, cuu Téng gism déc ngén
héng & Sai Gon xuét than tu Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Ho 6 chic truong hoc,
tim kiém gido su’ trong gidi ti nan; 10p day Anh ngit bat déu trong tudn néy. PHONG VIEN:
Ray Cullen)”

(John Chancellor ngudi dan chuong trinh thdi su’ ciia NBC Nightly News.)

NGi tdm lai, chling t6i nhdn dugc su hd trg nhanh chdng tir phia Thay quan luc chién My.
Ho hoan tat viéc xay cat trai vao ngay 4 thang 5, 1975. Cong trinh day thur thach thiét [ap
Nnai cu tri cho 18.000 ngudi ti nan da dugc thuc hién trong vong chua day 6 ngay. Cac dich
vu lic d8u tuy con khiém tén nhung sau dé dudgc lién tuc cai tién va gia tdng dé€ thoa man
khong nhitng cac nhu cau thiét yéu cta ddi song ma ca cho nhirng tién nghi khac nira.
Nhirng hinh trén cho thay diéu nay that rd rang. Vao ngay 9 thang 5, s6 ngudi s6ng trong
trai Ién tdi cao diém 18.608. Lan lan, viéc lo liéu cho ngudi ti nan c6 dai séng day du ké
ludn cad mot t& bao ti€ng Viét phat hanh tai cho cling trd thanh ngan ndp, dau vao day.
Trung tam ti nan ti€p tuc hoat ddng mot thdi gian dai sau ngay ngudi ti nan cudi cung dat
chan tGi day vao gilra thang 7, 1975. Khoang giira thang 5 va cudi thang 7, Thady quan luc
chién va ban diéu hanh ngugi Viét da dinh cu dugc 29.135 ngudi ty nan vdi gia dinh bao
trg.

Suy nghi vé mot cudc chién

Trong nguy hiém nhung may man, chién tranh d3 dua toi va mot s6 dong bao toi thoat
dudgc nguc tu cdng san, lia bd qué cha dat té dé tan mac khdp bSn phuong trdi. Trong trai
ti nan t6i quén hét chuyén phat trién kinh t&€ ma ngdm ngui cho than phéan cua t6i, dong
bao toi, va dat nudc tbi. Toi nhd lai cau danh ngon cua George Clemenceau trong Thé Chién
Th& Nh&t: Chién Tranh qué quan trong dé cd thé giao phd véo tay cac tudng lanh. Thuc
vay, cO nhiéu Idnh dao dan su dad chirng té la nhirng tu’ 1énh quan doi xudt xac trong thdi
chién nhu Abraham Lincoln trong thGi NGi chién Hoa Ky /US Civil War, Winston Churchill
trong Thé Chién Th Hai, va David Ben Gurion trong Chién tranh danh doc lap cua Do Thai.

NGi chung, mot trong nhirng nguyén nhan khién mién Nam Viét Nam bi mat vao tay cong
san mot cach nhanh chdng la do su tranh gianh quyén hanh, quyén Igi gilra cac tudng lanh
lam phan hoa luc lugng thay vi phai tdp hop tét ca cac luc lugng dé cling chién d&u chéng
lai ké thu chung. Ngoai ban chat v6 trach nhiém va thi€u kha nang trong lanh vuc quan su,
ho con muén kiém soat ludn ca gudng may hanh chanh dan su, nhung ho lai td ra bt luc
mot cach toi té trong ca hai lanh vuc dén do chanh phi My mudn thay ho bdng moét ndi cac
dan su. Ong Nguyén Van Bong, Vién trudng Hoc Vién Qudc Gia Hanh Chanh, 1a mdt nhan
vat dudc ngudi My ung ho lam Thu tudng chanh phu dan su' thay thé cac tuéng lanh.

Tiéc thay, 6ng Bong da bi cong san am sat ngay 10 thang 11 ndm 1971 ngay sau khi tin
nay bi tiét 10.
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Gido su’ Béng va chiéc xe bi nd tan tanh

Ngoai nhitng yéu to suy kém lién quan dén chinh trudng mién Nam, cudc bai tran clia Viét
Nam COng Hoa con bat ngudn tir su’ phan bdi cia dong minh My dugc chi dao bdi Kissinger.
Ching ti s& danh mot chudng dé ndi vé cac tac ddng nguy hai cla Kissinger vdi quéc gia
va nhan dan Viét Nam (chudng 18).

Trong lich str chién tranh, khéng c6 cudc chién nao dé lai mdt khéi tai liéu khdng 16, da dang
va phlc tap nhu chién tranh Viét Nam. Chi riéng tai Hoa Ky, cé it nhitt 10 dai hoc danh
tiéng cd bd sach vé Viét Nam hoc (Vietnamology) va chién tranh VN, khdng ké trung tdm
The Center & Archive at Texas Tech University ducc xem nhu quan trong nhit. Mot
cau hoi thudng xuyén dudc dat ra bdi ngudi Viét va ngudi My la “A/ /a ké thua, ké thang
trong chién tranh Viét Nam."”

CA 1€ mot tai liéu ngdn trén YouTube chi dai 5 phit déng tai ngay 23 thang 6 nam 2014 cua
Bruce Herschenson, thanh vién cua Institute of Politics tai John F Kennedy School of
Government cla dai hoc Harvard sé€ tra IGi phan nao cau héi nay: The Truth about the
Vietnam War - You Tube

The Vietnam War

www. youtube.com/watch?v=7hqYGHZCIwk
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Phan 7
Chdnh Tri Trong Thoi Chién
Chuong 18

Kissinger Va Cuoc Chién Viét Nam

Nhan vat chua bao gio duoc bau vao bat cu’ chic vu nao,
nhung da dat tét dinh cua Quyén Luc Va Danh Vong

Cé Ié cac ban thdc mac vi sao lai cd mot chuang danh riéng cho Henry Kissinger, mét trong
nhirng ngoai trudng thdng minh va nhiéu muu tri nhat thé gidi ném trong cudn hoi ky nay.
Ciling nhu dai da s6 ngudi Viét Nam, nh(t la vdi 3 triéu ngudi ti nan, toi khdng sao quén
dudc moi han vong qudc gay ra bdi mét tén cong san Viét Nam gian ac la H6 Chi Minh va
mot tén My gbc Do Thai quy quyét la Henry Kissinger. DGi vdi Kissinger, mac du mét so tai
liéu cla cac tac gia goc Do Thai ca nggi nhu’ mot vi nhan, nhung nhirng kham pha gan day
da cho thay Kissinger la mét chanh tri gia gian xao, bip bom. Christopher Hitchens, mot ky
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gia ndi tiéng chuyén vé san tin va binh ludn cho t& The Nation va The Harper Magazine tai
Hoa Ky, dugc biét nhiéu vai nhitng phdng su diéu tra nhitng nhan vat tén tudi nhu Me
Theresa, cdng chla Diana, Téng Théng Clinton, cling ¢é viét mét quyén sach vé Kissinger.
Trong quyén The Trial of Henry Kissinger (Verso Books,
2001), Hitchens da cao budc Kissinger nhitng toi trang nhu
sau, vdi day du bang chirng hay lap luén trong 10 chudng:

- Khdng ngai giét thudng dan tai Viét Nam, Cao Mién, Lao
(3 chucng)

- D6ng |da tdi tan sat tap thé dan Bangladesh (1 chucng)
- Chu muu dao chanh va giét mot I1anh tu & Chile, & Chypre
(3 chucng)

- Chu muu va thuc hién toi diét ching tai ©ong Timor (1
chucng)

- Tham gia vao viéc bat cdc va giét mot ky gia ngudi Hi Lap
& Washington DC (2 chudng).

VGi nhitng t0i trang nay, Kissinger phai dugc dua ra xét xur
tai mot Toa An quoc té.

)
{‘!‘C’—" Hi1c

Di nhién, v&i nhitng tai liéu lan Iugt giai mat, thé gidi cang ngay cang kham pha nhiéu toi
ac tay trdi cua Kissinger. Doi vdi toi, khong phai chG dén cao trang cla Hitchens, khi toi rdi
Viét Nam trong hét hodng va tay trdng nam 1975, t6i cling da biét dudng I6i ngoai giao cua
Kissinger da dua t&i hau qua la cong san da thdng nhiit nghéo déi bat cong va doc tai trén
toan cGi Viét Nam tir ngay 30 thang tu ndm 1975.

Trong nd luc tim hiéu vé bd mét that cua Kissinger lién quan dén chién tranh Viét Nam, toi
mong ddc gia sé khdng nhin t6i nhu’ con ngudi day cay dang va thu han hay la tay thua bac
xau tanh khi téi trinh bay nhirng téc hai cla Kissinger véi Viét Nam, da bién déi toi tir mot
ky su thudc gidi trung Iuu cd cudc s6ng an binh tai Sai Gon trd thanh mot ké ti nan mat qué
huang, ly cach ba con than thudc va sdng mét cudc déi d&i ma tdi khéng chon Iva. Da s6
tin tdc toi thau thap dugc dén tir nhirng tai liéu t6i mat cda CIA va HGi Dong An Ninh Quoc
Gia (National Securlty CounC|I) sau khi dugc giai mat. D& hiéu rd vé Kissinger han, con ngudi
di 1&n tir mot ké v danh dé trd thanh nhan vét quan trong th(r hai trong Toa Bach Oc trong
von ven 5 ndm, ching ta bat dau véi qua kh(r cta dng trudc khi 6ng dudc néi tiéng.

Tir mot dira tré nhat nhat dén mot 6ng ngoai trudng uy quyén

Heinz Alfred Kissinger, sau nay khi sang My déi tén thanh Henry Kissinger, sanh ra trong
mot gia dinh nguGi Bl'c gbc Do Thai nam 1923 tai thanh phd Firth trong vung Bavaria,
nudc Plrc. Tiéu st cua Kissinger cho biét dng la mdt da tré nhit nhat va thudng bi tré con
trong lang hanh hung. Ndm 1938, gia dinh 6ng di cu’ qua New York d& 1dnh nan Birc Quéc
X3 va 6ng ghi danh vao hoc mot chudgng trinh vé ké todn tai City College of New York. Ong
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nhap qudc tich My nam 1943 va 6ng bi dong vién gia nhap Quan Doi My.

Quan ddi gdi 6ng di hoc nganh ky su tai trudng cli cla t6i la Lafayette College, Pennsylvania.
Chi it 1au sau, chuong trinh ndy bi bai bo va dng dudc thuyén chuyén tdi Su Doan 84 B
Binh. Chinh tai Su Doan 84 nay ma 6ng lam quen dudc vdi Fritz Kraemer, mét ngugdi cling
di dan nhu 6ng dén tir Blrc Qudc. Ong Kraemer nhan ra su thong minh va kha ndng néi
ti€ng DUrc luu lodt cla Kissinger nén sap xép dua 6ng ta vé phuc vu tai Phong Quan Bao/
Military Intelligence Corps.

. *‘F\h.—_‘.;\

i
“

Henry Kissinger va Fritz Kraemer

Trong khi phuc vu tai su’ doan, Kissinger c6 di tac chién va tinh nguyén tham du vao nhirng
nhiém vu tinh bdo nguy hiém trong trén “Battle of the Bulge.” Sau d6 dng ta dugc thuyén
chuyén trg vé don vi phan gian “970t Counter Intelligence Corps” tai Ddc. Noi day, dng
dugc thang cap trung si. Khoang thdi gian nay, trong khi chi huy mét nhém quan nhan di
truy nd nhitng si quan Gestapo va cac ké pha hoai khac, Kissinger dugc ban thudng huy
chuong “Bronze Star.”

Sau chién tranh, Kissinger & lai BUrc va lam gido vién dan su tai trudng tinh bao “European
Command Intelligence School” & Oberammergau. T 1946 tGi 1949 6ng ta mang lon dai Uy
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trong nganh Tinh Bao Quan Doi Trir Bi/Military Intelligence Reserve. Nhd dugc huan luyén
va cd kinh nghiém cao cap vé tinh bao cling nhu phan gian trong thGi Dé Nhi Thé Chién,
Kissinger d& cd thé tién hanh nhiing hoat ddng ngoai giao bi mét khién 6ng ta ndi tiéng sau
nay. Sau khi giai ngii, Kissinger vao hoc 6 Harvard va dau ti€n si hang Uu. Trong thdi gian
nay, Kissinger dugc William Elliot, mét gido su' néi tiéng nang d& cho Kissinger dam nhiém
chuang trinh Harvard International Seminar nén Kissinger c6 dip quen biét cac hoc gia, cac
nha chinh tri quéc t€, don dudng cho cudc ddi chinh tri cia 6ng sau nay.

Cudc tranh clr Téng thdng gitra Humphrey va Nixon ndm 1968 la ca hdi gilip Kissinger chinh
thirc budc vao con dudng hoat dong chinh tri vai bién cd “October Surprise.” Theo ngon tu
chanh tri cia My, “October Surprise” (Su Ngac Nhién Thang Mugi) la nhirng bién cg, tin tic
xay ra vao thang 10 cd tac dung gdy anh hudng dang ké tdi két qua clia cudc bau cir Téng
thong My vao ngay th(r ba dau tién cta thang 11.

| 4 )

Lyndon B. Johnson Hubert Humphrey Richard Nixon

Trong cudc bau cr Téng théng ndm 1968, (ing ctr vién dang Cong Hoa Richard Nixon rét lo
ngai Téng Thdng Lyndon Johnson s dung “October Surprise” bang cach thuc hién vao gid
chét mdt cude dan xEp nao dd dé chdm dat su' cd mat clia My trong chién tranh Viét Nam.
M6t hanh ddng nhu vay sé cd phan &’ng thuén Igi d€ dem lai mét s phi€u du cho vi Phé
T6ng thdng dudng nhiém Hubert Humphrey dac cir (vi Téng Thdng Johnson khdng tai (ing
cr). Nixon cam thdy bat dn khi nghe tin Téng Théng Johnson sé& tuyén bd vao ngay 31
thang 10 (giG Washington) quyét dinh ngung oanh tac Ha N6i. MuGi ngay trudc khi Johnson
tuyén bd ngung oanh tac, Gallup cho biét (‘ng cr vién Nixon hon Humphrey 8 diém vi
Humphrey bi xem la nguGi k€ vi con diéu hau Johnson, nhung chiéu ngay 2 thang 11, turc
chi 2 ngay sau tuyén b8, Nixon chi con han 2 diém (42% va 40%).

Trong vai tro lam trung gian, Kissinger da lay dugc tin tlic cia ca hai phe tai ban hoi nghi
la Hoa Ky va Bac Viét va sir dung theo quyén Igi cla chu.

Két qua cho thay cudc bau clr ngay 5 thang 11, 1968 rat la sat sao. Phai dgi téi sang hém
sau, cac cd quan truyén thong méi c6 thé tuyén bs Nixon d3 tring ctr. Ong ta da théng véi
su sai biét dugi 1% s6 phi€u (43.4% so Vi 42.7%.) Pay la mot trong nhitng cudc bau cur
sat sao nhut trong lich s nugc My.
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Trong su thang cir cta Nixon, su’ dong gop tai tri cta Kissinger rat 16n. Dua vao kha nang
tinh bao va phan gian, Kissinger da thau thap dugc nhiéu tin tl’c t6i mat mdi nhit lién quan
t&i cudc thuang thuyét gilra bon bén tai Hoa dam Ba Lé dé cung cap cho phe Nixon.

Kissinger la m6t nguGi muu si, trao tré.
MOt mat, ong tung hoa mu phao tin
minh b4t man véi dang Cong Hoa dé
danh Ira d6i phugng, mot mat 6ng qua
Phap moc nGi véi Daniel Davidson,
ngudi ban hoc cii véi éng & Harvard dé
san tin vi lic d6 Davidson lam viéc
trong phai doan cua Harriman (Dan
Chu) trong Hoa Bam Ba L€.

/ } ’ > / ‘ : s

Kissinger con moéc néi vGi Richard

trong ban tham muu cta Nixon trong mua van dong bau cu. Allen xac nhan la Kissinger bao
gid cling dung dién thoai cong cong dé lién lac hau tranh bi thau bang hay bi 16 tam dia
phan béi cua minh.

Ngoai ra, Richard Holbrooke,
lic d6 cling la thanh vién cao
cap trong phai doan thuadng
thuyét hoa dam cla Téng
Théng Johnson, da phai phat
biéu rang: "Henry la ngudi duy
nhut khéng lam cho chinh
phu ma chung téi duoc phép
cung ban thao Vvé cudc
thuong thuyét. That khong
phai qua dang khi ndi réang
phe Nixon d& co mot nguon
cung cap tin toi mat tu phai
doan thuong thuyét cua Hoa
K}} ”

VGi nhitng thong tin bi mat
f Henry Kissinger thau gop

CYRUS VANCH / MATIVAR % dugc, 6ng cd kha nang pha
, , , { AN THUY P \ N 5 A a
AVERGLL HARGIMAN. ) % r6i cudc Hoa Bam & Ba 1é ma
[ chlng t6i s€ ndi ro trong phan
[ TR e P
Hoa dam Kich Ban & Ba Lé

427



béng gap Tay

Kissinger ddi chd va phan chu nhu thay do. Dau tién, 6ng lam cd van cho Rockefeller, d6i
tha cda Nixon va do do, 6ng to ra khinh khi, mat sat Nixon tham té. Nam 1968, trong cudc
tranh ctr, khi Rockefeller bi thua phi€u Nixon va Nixon dugc dang Céng Hoa tuyén chon,
Kissinger bo ngay Rockefeller d€ sang dau quan cho Nixon va trd giong ca tung Nixon.
Chanh sach cd hdi chu nghia, Ira dao clua Kissinger la mot trong nhitng ban chat cua
Kissinger. Mac du biét Kissinger thi€u trung tin, nhung Nixon phai nhG Kissinger, loai nguGi
muu chudc, sém dau tdi danh, biét dugc bi mat cla d6i phuang bang nhitng phucng thirc
b&t chanh d€ muu cau quyén Igi.

Sau |é d&ng quang nham chur,
Nixon b8 nhiém Kissinger lam
C6 Van An Ninh Qudc Gia ngay
. 20 thang 1 ndm 1969, churc vu
. ma Kissinger ti€p tuc gilt dugi
thdi Téng Thdng Ford dén 3
thang 11 nam 1975. Kissinger
la ngudi muu tri va nhiéu tham
vong mudn tap trung quyén
hanh trong tay. Theo dé nghi
clia Kissinger, Nixon cai t& Hoi
bong An Ninh Qudc Gia
(National Security Council) da
dugc thanh 1ap nam 1947, tu
- - - nay tr@ thanh cg quan an ninh
Kissinger dang tuyén thé nham chuc Toéng Trudng Ngoai Giao ;i cao, kifm soét tat ca céc
VGi chanh an Toi Cao Phap Vién Warren Burger vin dé ngoai giao, quéc phong
va CIA do Kissinger dirng dau. Nhitng trudng co quan nhu Gidm Déc CIA, Téng Trudng Tu
Phap, Thit Trudng Ngoai Giao, Thi Trudng Qudc Phong, va Chu Tich H6i Dong Tham Muu
Trudng Lién Quén déu truc thudc Kissinger. Trong cuong vi diéu khién HAi Ddng An Ninh
Qudc Gia, Kissinger lan lan l1an ap Ngoai Trudng William Rogers khi€n 6ng nay tur chirc ngay
16 thang 8 nam 1973. Kissinger dugc dé cir Ngoai Trudng thay Rogers.

o A R N

Vi su’ kiém nhiém nay, Kissinger dugdc xem nhu’ nhan vat thir nhi tai Toa Bach Oc vi Kissinger
cd quyén sang loc cc tin tdc vé an ninh, quéc phdng va ngoai giao trudc khi trinh 18n Téng
Thong véi tu cach thi hanh hay c6 van. Trong nhiéu trudng hgp, vdi su’ tap trung quyén
binh nhu vy, Kissinger da 1a mot th& Téng Théng ma khéng phai chiu trach nhiém vé viéc
minh lam. TU ndm 1968 dén ngay 30 thang 4 ndm 1975, Kissinger d& diéu khién chién tranh
Viét Nam bang su gian d6i vdi Qubc hoi, vdi dan My, véi Dong Minh theo phucng thirc:
Kissinger ¢8 van va dé nghi, cac Téng Thdng Nixon, Ford thi hanh va chiu trach nhiém. Dé
la su quy quyét tuyét vai cua Kissinger.

Nhan dinh vé trudng hop nay, Thugng Nghi Si Stuart Symington da tuyén bo: "Néu 6ng
Kissinger nam hai ch(rc vu, vira dirng dau Bo Ngoai Giao cling nhu Hoi Dong An Ninh Qudc
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Gia, 6ng da & trong vi th& ndm nhiéu quyén hanh tir trudc téi nay chi ndm trong tay Téng
Thong ma thdi.”

Moi viéc da an bai. New York Times cd ghi nhan, vao nam 1971, Henry da trg thanh “nhan
vat day quyén uy kiém soét nhitng cd quan rdng I&n clia chanh pha ¢d trong trach ¢6 van
Tong Théng vé 1anh vuc an ninh qudc gia.” Ong ta d& hoan toan ché& ngu Hoi Dng An Ninh
Qudc Gia ngi rong gobm 110 thanh vién t&i mic dd6 mai tin tdc tinh bao tir cac bd Ngoai Giao,
Qudc Phong, va Trung Uong Tinh Béo trudc khi trinh [én Téng Thng déu phai qua tay dng.

" PRESIDENTIAL
L " ADVISER
KISSINGER

: |

Henry Kissinger, ngay 14 thang 2, 1969

Vi su' tap quyén nhu vay, Kissinger da trd thanh chién lugc gia hang dau clia My. Ong kiém
soat mot “d€ ché” rong I6n bao gom han 12.000 chuyén vién thugng thang trong nhiéu lanh
vuc chién lugc nhu qudc phong, tinh bdo, ngoai giao ké ca nhirng 1anh vuc ky thudt nhu
mat ma, ng{r hoc, téc ky... Hang nam 6ng lanh sb luong rat cao. Chua bao gid trong lich st
Hoa ky mot ca nhan khdng do dén bdu dudc trao cho quyén hanh rong I16n nhu vay.

Riéng vé hoat ddng tinh béo, Kissinger diéu khién trai rong ra ngoai pham vi B6 Ngoai Giao
that nhiéu, bao gom 16 cc quan I&n v&i 200.000 nhan vién, mot ngan quy hang ndm |én tdi
trén 6 ty My kim, va s dung nhifng dung cu va may vi tinh t6i tan nh(t trén thé gidi.
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_,7
—/ |

Ngoai tdm thu cua may thu am trong Phong Bau Duc/Oval Office, Kissinger bao cdo vdi Nixon vé
nhiing mat dam mdi nhut cua minh. (ngay 16 thang 9, 1972) [Ngudn. National Archives, Still
Pictures Branch, Nixon Presidential Materials]

Ciling can Iuu y Kissinger la ngudi di dan thé hé thir nhit
(sinh dé & ngoai qudc) ddu tién ddm nhiém chirc vu Téng
Trudng Ngoai Giao va duy nhuat trong lich sir Hoa Ky cung
ddng dau Hoi Dong An Ninh Qudc Gia.

Khi xét vé viéc thang quan tién chirc nhanh chdng cta Henry ~
Kissinger di tir bong toi tdi dai danh vong qudc t€, ngudi ta
thdy dudc chiéc dlia than mang nhan hiéu Rockefeller. Ba
Nancy Maginnes, phu nhan cla Kissinger, truGc va sau dam
cudi van lam viéc cho Rockefeller. Su lién hé gitfa hai bén
mat thiét tSi do Rockefeller da cung cap chiéc phan luc cd
dua cdp Kissinger di hudng tuan trdng mét va td chiic mét |
budi tiéc linh dinh d& khoan dai ho khi tr& vé Hoa Thinh D4&n. I

Kissinger va chién tranh Viét Nam

Trong 15 nam chién tranh Viét Nam ma cong san goi la chién tranh chng My-Nguy (1960-
1975), Kissinger da truc ti€p diéu khién bd may chién tranh My trong 8 ndm dudi thdi hai
tong thong Nixon va Ford va 6ng ciing la nguGi da xoa tén ché do Viét Nam Cong Hoa.

Thuc ra, Kissinger da tham du’ vao chién tranh Viét Nam ngay tur thdi T6ng Théng Johnson
véi cong tac thu thap tin tirc tir phia cdng san Bac Viét. DE thuc hién cng tac ndy, Kissinger
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tim cach tham gia vao phong trao Pugwash gom mo6t nhém khoa hoc gia qudc té van dong
ch8ng vd khi nguyén ti c6 mat hiéu la Pennsylvania. Tai day, 6ng bat lién lac dugc Vi
Raymond Aubrac va Herbert Marcovich, hai ngudi Phap cé lién lac véi gidi lanh dao cong
san Bac Viét.

Raymond Aubrac
canh la vo cua Raymond la Lucie - Aubrac muén
HS Chi Minh d& d3u cho Elisabeth dé «dua hol»

Aubrac, mot vién chd'c cia WHO (World Health Organization) trudc day cé di hoc & MIT va
Harvard vao nam 1937 la ban than cia H6 Chi Minh (khi H6 Chi Minh sang Phap ndm 1946
dé& tham du H6i nghi Fontainebleau cu’ ngu 6 nha clia Aubrac) va 6ng Hd 1a cha d& dau cho
con gai cua Aubrac, con Marcovich, la mét nha vi sinh vat hoc Phap. Ngay 21 thang 7 nam
1967, Kissinger cung hai 6ng nay di Ha N6i gap H6 Chi Minh va Pham Vdn Dong. Sau do,
moi lan hai ngudi nay di Ha N&i trg vé Ba &, Kissinger lién lac véi ho dé 13y tin tdc. Qua tin
tlfc cung cap tUr hai ngudi Phap nay, Kissinger biét dugc kha nang va vi thé thuong thuyét
cla tirng nha 18nh dao mién Bac. Nixon thdng c’ nam 1968 la nhd nhirng tai liéu mat
Kissinger thu thap dugc dé 1at ngugc thé cd thdng Humphrey vao gid chét. Nhan dinh vé
hanh dong nay cua Kissinger, ky gia Seymour Hersh, nguGi da diéu tra vu My Lai da viét:
«Khi dua tin tuc mat cho phe Nixon, Kissinger khéng nhiing da lam dung su’ tin tuong cua
cac dong nghiép ma con phan boi nhifng nguoi ma éng da cong tac trong céng cudc thuong
thuyét bi mat> (Seymour Hersh. The Price of Power-New York: Summit Books, 1983, p.13.)

Nhu d& ndi, Kissinger da tham du vao chién tranh Viét Nam tur thdi Téng Théng Johnson
dang Dan Chu. Trong mot [an ndi chuyén & Ba I, Aubrac ggi y g&i cho Ha N6i mot dau hiéu
cho thdy Hoa Ky thuc su’ muSn hoa binh. Do d6, vao ngay 19 thang 8, 1968, Téng Théng
Johnson dong y ngung oanh tac Ha NGi trong mét ban kinh 10 ddm Anh tir ngay 24 thang
8 téi ngay 4 thadng 9. Diéu ndy d3 dudc thuc hién khdng nhitng d€ bao dam an toan cho
chuy&n di Ha Ndi clia Aubrac va Marcovich dugc du tinh vao thdi diém dé ma con nham
chirng minh tinh cach xac thuc vai tro trung gian cua Kissinger.

Kissinger cling khén khéo tim cach xdm nhép vao gidi than cén cia Téng Théng Thiéu cling
dé thu thap tin tirc, va khuynh dao chinh phu Thiéu.

431



boéng gap Tay

Informal Diplomacy
and Asian-Relations

CATHERINE FORSLUND AUGUST 10,1942 lU CENTS

Cong tac nay dugc su hd trg clia ba Anna Chennault, tén that Ia Chen Xiangmei, biét danh
la Lady Dragon, ngugGi vg My goc Hoa clia Tudng Claire Lee Chennault, chi huy phi doan
“Flying Tigers” (Phi H&) chdng Nhut trong D& Nhj Thé Chién. Chennault 1a c§ van trudng vé
khong luc cho Tudng Gidi Thach va ciling la vi chi huy khong quan My & Trung Qudc vao
nam 1941.

Khi 6ng Chennault m&t nam 1958, ba thay dng lam quan tri vién hdng Hang Khéng Phi H8.
Ba gap 6ng Nixon lan dau tién nam 1954 khi 6ng viéng Dai Loan vai tu cach Phé Tong
Théng. Vg chéng Chennault la ban rat than cua Théng Ché TuGng Gigi Thach. NguGi anh
clia Tong Thé'ng Thiéu, 6ng Nguyén Van Kiéu, lam dai s cia Viét Nam tai Pai Béc do dé
cling biét 6ng Tudng GiGi Thach. Qua mai lién hé d6, ba Chennault da thiét Iap dugc mét
dudng day lién lac mat thiét vi Tong Thong Nguyén Van
Thiéu.

Trong nhitng thang trudc ngay bau cr tdng théng ndm
1968, Kissinger va ba Chennault ¢4 nhitng tiép xtc véi Tdng
Théng Thiéu dé tung tin l1a ddng Cdng Hoa vai Nixon sé&
Ung hd Viét Nam nhiéu hon dang Dan Chu va yéu ciu Tong
Thong Thiéu dirng tham gia hoa dam Paris. Do do, chanh
pha Mién Nam quyét dinh rut ra khoi cuéc Hoa Bam vao
dém trudc ngay bau ci va nhu thé da vo hiéu hda no luc
hoa binh ma phe Dan Cha dung lam trong tam cho cubc
van dong bau cur. Chién thuat ndy da dua Nixon va dang
Cong Hoa Ién cam quyén.

Cac nha bao ngoai quic thudng viét la ba Chennault la
ngudi van dong hanh lang & Hoa Thanh B6n cho 6ng Thiéu.

Ba Chennault vdi Téng Théng
Nixon
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biéu nay thuc ra khéng dung theo nhu I8i xac dinh cia ngudi ban t6i la anh Hoang Dic
Nh3, cd van va thanh vién ndi cac cua 6ng Thiéu.

VEé vai tro cua Kissinger trong Hoa dam Ba
Lé, Kissinger da 16 mat mét chinh tri gia
gian xao, bip bgm, tham tan ma
Christopher Hitchens da vach tran trong
quyén sach diéu tra cta 6ng tua la The
Trial of Henry Kissinger.

Nhu trén da trinh bay, cudc thang cir cia &
Nixon thang 11 ndm 1968 la do Kissinger |
dao dién, sir dung cac muu chudc toi té, |
vi pham cac phuong thic ngoai giao
thong thudng, cha dap ludng tri lugng
tdm con ngudi. Con nhd la trong cudc
tranh c nam 1968, Kissinger va cac dac -
s ctia Nixon d3 pha hoai Hba dam Ba L& Chennault with Madam & General Chiang Kai-
b?”? cachﬂhu’a h‘en VS" gf)anthhu_fal Gon Chennault ngdi bén tuong Tuong Gidi Thach va
la dang Cong Hoa sé giup dd mien Nam phu nhén

nhiéu hon dang Dan Chua, khuyén cao

T6ng Théng Thiéu tdy chay Hoa dam Ba Lé khi trién vong ky két s3p thanh hinh, nhitng dé
nghi hoa dam cla dang Dan Chu dua ra bi pha v3. Va 4 nam sau, chinh Nixon lai dung
nhitng dé nghi ctiia dang Dan Chu 4 ndm trudc dé rat quan vdi viéc ky két Hiép Dinh Ba Lé
ngay 23 thang 1, nam 1973. Hau qua tan khdc cua ké hoach nay la cudc chién kéo dai thém
4 ndm lam 20.492 quan nhan My va ca triéu dén Viét, Mién, Lao bi thiét mang thém o Péng
Duong.

Shek

Ngoai ra, trudc k& hoach pha hoai ndy, Kissinger cling lam dao dién mot k& hoach gian xao
khac. Trong gilra thap nién 60, trong khi moi ngudi lac quan vi cubc chién tranh cé y nghiéng
phan thang Igi vé phia Mién Nam thi Kissinger lai c6 y nghi ngd sau khi di tham Viét Nam
tré vé&, nhit 1a dua theo cac tin tlrc clia hai ngudi Phap than cong la Aubrac va Marcovich.
Song song Vdi cac ké hoach giai quyét chién tranh Viét Nam ma 6ng thién vi cong san,
Kissinger con xuc tién chanh sach xich lai gan nhau giira hai kh6i My va Cong San (Lién S0,
Trung Qudc). Du k& hoach cua Viét Nam hay quéc t€, Kissinger luén gitr mot muc tiéu duy
nhirt 1a phuc vu cho quyén Igi cia 6ng. Hitchins dan chirng cg hdi tai 1ap hoa binh bi bé 16
la mot thi du vé su trdo trd, luGng gat cua Kissinger. Theo I3i khai cla Averell Harriman,
Trudng phai doan thudng thuyét cia Lyndon Johnson tai Hoa dam Ba Lé thi vao thang 10,
11 ndm 1968 c6 90% luc lugng quan su’ cdng san mién Bac da rut ra khdi hai tinh phia Bac
cia Nam Viét Nam nhu Hiép dinh du ki€n va viéc ngung ném bom mién Bdc du tru vao
ngay 31 thang 10 ndm 1968 cling s& thuc hién. Thang 12/1968 la thdi ky chuyén tiép tir
chinh quyén Johnson sang Nixon. Nhung dot nhién, gidi lanh dao quén su tai Hoa Ky lai
thay ddi chién lugc. Tudng Creighton Abrams dong y ma cudc chién tranh toan dién nham
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pha hoai cac ha tang cd sd cua Viét cdng tai mién Nam, dién hinh 1a chién dich hanh quén
Operation Speedy Express nham muc dich can quét tai Kién Hoa trong 6 thang dau ndm
1969.

AR ; w3 Tinh Ki€n Hoa, tén goi thai Viét

e “hesew Nam Cong Hoa, trudc dg’) va hién

foe nay goi la BEn Tre, la 6 cla Viét

Cong trong Phong Trao Giai

Phéng Mién Nam dugc thanh lap

-~ vao thang 12/1960 va bj giai thé

SOUTH ¥IT" thing 1/1977 sau khi Cong San
AN | B&c Viét chiém dugc Mign Nam.

Junt e
— = m=x COng San dd vat chanh bo vo,

"o wmre= \/iét CONg Mién Nam bi dudi vé
et o= vuGn tan phé, cay sau cudc bam
trong khi Cong San Mién Bac cai

e tri, phu qui vinh hoa.

Theo Harriman thi Kissinger ban
tdm dén két qua cudc bau cir ndm 1972 khi Nixon s& tai ing cr han 13 rit quan dé gidi
quyét chién tranh Viét Nam. Trong hoi ky The White House Years cla Kissinger, 6ng cling
xac nhan la su rat quan dot ngbt sé gay khd khan cho uy tin cia My. Su' can thiép cua
Charles de Gaulle vé van dé doi bom mién Bac cling khong anh hudng gi dén kissinger vi
ong quan tam tdi y kién clia Brezhnev va Mao Trach Bong hon.

MOt t0i trang khac cua Kissinger cling dudc néu 1én 1a vu déi bom mién Bac vao mua Giang
Sinh ndm 1972 1a ndm bat dau tranh cr tong théng. Theo Hitchins, cudc ddi bom c¢d tinh
chat chinh tri chd khéng phai la quén su: mdt mat ching té thé manh cta Hoa Ky dé gay
h&u thuén cho dang Céng Hoa trong Qudc Hoi va dua phe Dan Chu vao thé thu déng, méat
khac tao niém tin cho Téng Théng Thiéu khdng nén lo sg trudc viéc Hoa Ky rdt quén khoi
Viét Nam.

Theo Hitchins, ngudi chu truong cac ké hoach ndy la Kissinger dang dua ra Toa
An Qudc Té& dé xét xur tdi sat nhan tap thé.

Kissinger ban dirng Mién Nam cho Cong San

Sau gan 5 nam dam phan vdi 204 l1an cong khai va 24 [an mat dam gitra My va Cong san
Bac Viét dé giai quyét cudc chién Viét Nam, ngay 27/1/1973, Hiép dinh Paris ra ddi gdm co
chir ky cta Ngoai truéng Hoa Ky William Rogers, Ngoai trudng Cong san Bac Viét Nguyén
Duy Trinh, Ngoai truéng Chinh Phi Ldm Thdi Cong hoa Mién Nam Nguyén Thi Binh ti'c Mat
Tran Giai Phong Mién Nam, va Ngoai trudng Viét Nam Cong Hoa Tran Van Lam.
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Cudc tiép xuc Ién Iut cua Kissinger vdi dai dién Ha Noi trudc khi di dén Hiép dinh Ba Lé.
Sau cudc tiép xuc Ién lut, Kissinger duoc dua ra cua sau bdi mot nhén vién Toa Pai Sur
dé lén chiéc xe dang cho.

Thda hiép du liéu viéc tra tu do cho cac tu binh My, tha tuc cho cudc triét thoai cia Hoa Ky,
diéu khoan mép md thanh 1ap trén nguyén tdc mét “hdi ddng hoda gidi qubc gia” dé té chirc
bau clir nhdm giai quyét nhirng van dé chanh tri duong thgi. H6i dong nay khéng bao gid ra
ddi. Qua ban théa hiép, chanh phud cua Nixon tu xem nhu da dat dugc hoa binh trong danh
du.

Su thuc, Hiép dinh Ba Lé la mot cudc bai tran nhuc nha cia My, mot ban van cua Nixon-
Kissinger ban drng mién Nam cho Céng San dé trao d6i nhirng quyén Igi lu8ng tucng giira
My va khdi Cong San. Nhitng cudc diéu tran, thugng thuyét trén ban hdi nghi trong 5 ndm
thuc su’ chi la v& kich bdi I€ nhitng quyét dinh dudc thoa thuan & hau trudng. Ngay 4 thang
8, 1969, Kissinger da bat dau thuong thuyét mat véi Xuan Thiy va Mai Van B0 tai nha cla
Jean Sainteny & dudng Rivoli, tai Paris, va cuéc mat dam nhu vay kéo dai trong hon 3 nam.
Theo bai viét cua ky gia Elaine Sciolino dang ngay 28 thang 2, 2002 trén bao New York
Times tua la Records Dispute Kissinger On Hit’71 [His 71] Visit to China, can c( vao tai liéu
giai mat do National Security Archive tiét 10 dua vao bién ban phién hop ngay 9 thang 7,
1971 gilra Kissinger va Chu An Lai thi Kissinger da néi: «Dd cho ¢d thuong thuyét hay khéng
thuong thuyét voi Bac Viét, ching toi cing s€ rdt quan don phuong, ngay ca khbi diéu ndy
dua dén viéc 15t dé chanh phu mién Nam.» (The documents also indicate that the Nixon
administration was determined to withdraw from Vietnam-even unilaterally, and even If it
led to the overthrow of the government of South Vietnam.) R0 rang do la su’ phan boi bong
minh moét cach khdn nan ctia My theo chu truong cua Kissinger.

Mac du Kissinger ban drng Viét Nam cho Cong San khién quan dan Mién Nam phai bi tu
day sau dé véi Hiép dinh Ba Lé, Kissinger va Lé B(c Tho dudc giai thudng Nobel Hoa Binh
1973. That la mot su' si nhuc cho giai Nobel hoa binh.

Theo Irwin Abrams, st gia va ngudi c6 vd Giai Nobel Hoa Binh, giai thuéng nam 1973 gay
nhiéu bat binh nhit tir truGc téi nay. Hai thanh vién ngudi Na Uy trong Uy Ban Nobel da rut
lui d€ phan déi. Biéu bi dat 1a vao ngay giai thudng dugc cdng bd, cudc chién van ti€p dién
mot cach ac liét.
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Tra IGi cudc phong van vaéi Henk Ruyssenaars, bién tap vién
cao cap cua Foreign Press Foundation (FPF) va cuu phdéng
vién chuyén vé Giai Nobel, ba Aasa Lionaes, chu tich Uy
ban Nobel Hoa Binh, hoan toan cong nhan viéc trao giai
Hoa Binh nam 1973 cho Kissinger “la mot sai lam khung
khiép.” Ba Lionaes con néi thém la “Kissinger cung hiéu ré
diéu do, nén khéng dam dén lanh huy chuong Nobel, s6
tién thuong va bang tuong thudng.” Thomas R. Byrne, Dai
sir My & Na Uy, thay mat Kissinger tai budi phat giai thudng

con Lé Burc Tho tur chdi giai thudng.

“Thoa hiép Hoa Binh” thang 1, 1973 do Kissinger thuong
lugng trong thuc té da dua Mién Nam Viét Nam vao cura tur
vi d3 cho phép Cdng San dé lai han 150.000 quan linh tai
mién Nam trong khi quan doi My bat bubc phai rut di. Mién
Nam bi x&m chiém, Cao Mién sup dd va Lao bi nhudm do

toan dién. Chi trong vong ba thang ma Hoa Ky mat ba nudc

déng minh. Lan dau tién ca thé gidi nhan thay sifc manh cua My khong nghia ly gi trudc su
banh trudng cua Cong San. Trong khi d6, quan ching My da mét moi vi chién tranh quay
su’ quan tam cua ho qua vu bé bdi Watergate dua tdi viéc 6ng Nixon phai ti chic vao thang
8, 1974. Khoang dau nam 1975, Cong quan tung cudc tan cong cudi cung trong khi quan

Ba Chu tich Uy Ban Gigi Nobel
Hoa Binh: "mot sai Iam khung
khiép”

d6i Mién Nam da bi kiét qué va mat tinh than dua dén su that thu thang 4, 1975.

Chién tranh Viét Nam d& dé lai bao thugng dau cho ca moi phia ma ngudi chiu trdch nhiém
phan I8n la Kissinger bdi nhitng hanh dong bi mat, Itra dao cta 6ng vGi muc dich mang lai
quyén Igi cho ca nhan 6ng va phe nhom cua 6ng. Thiét hai vé chién tranh Viét Nam cé su

tham chién cta My va Bdng Minh vé ngudi va cla that khdng 16:

Thiét hai vé sinh mang. khoang 4 triéu ngudi Viét Nam hai mién Nam Bac chét va bi

thuong va vé phia ngudi My c6 58.220 chét va han 300.000 bi thuong nang nhe.
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Qudc gia Chét Bi thuong | Thudng dan | Mat tich | Bi bat
VNCH 223.748 |1.169.000 |do 1 triéu

Cong San + GPMN | 1.100.000 600.000 | do 100.000 26.000 *
Hoa Ky 58.220 | 304.704 2.338 | 766 **
Han Qudc 4.407 17.060 6

Uc 500 3.120

Tan Tay Lan 83 212

Thai Lan 350 1.358

Nguon : the Vietnam war. info/Vietnam-war-casuaties
Chu thich: * khéng k€ 101.511 hdi chanh

** 114 chét trong tu
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Phi t6n cua chién tranh la 150 & my kim (thdi gid 1975, 950 ti thdi gid 2011). Néu phai ké
thém phu cép, chi phi cho cac cuu chién binh, tong s& kinh phi [én dén tir 1.200 dén 1.800
ti my kim. (the Vietnam war.info/how-much-vietnam-war.)

Nhung hdu qua nadng né va dai dang nhat Ia van dé x& hdi: 700.000 cuu quan nhan bj rdi
loan than kinh trong dé co t&r 70.000 dén 300.000 ngudi co hdi chirng tu’ hily hoai bang tu
tlr hay dam chim trong ma tuy (Asia Resource Center. Indochina Newsletter, special issue,
p. 93).

(Ngu6n: Hau qua cta mot cudc xam lang /Lam Vinh Binh
https://sites.google.com/site/lamvinhbinhca/tuyen-tap/bien-khao/hau-qua-cua-mot-cuoc-
xam-lang)

Trong cubc hdi thao « Vietnam War Summit» tai Thu Vién Lyndon B. Johnson & Austin,
Texas ngay 26 thang 4, 2016 do Dai hoc University Texas bao trg, sau bai ndi chuyén cua
Kissinger kéo dai han 2 gid tuu trung 6ng giai thich khi 6ng vao cudc, chién tranh Viét Nam
da xay ra nhiéu nam va khong cé 16i thoat, vai tro cta 6ng la gitp TT Nixon cham ddt chién
tranh va dng da lam t&t cd nhitng gi 6ng c6 thé 1am dugc d€ hoan thanh nhiém vu nay.
Nhin lai thi 6ng c6ng nhan Hoa Ky dad khdng thang vi da c6 nhirng sai [am vé chién thudt va
chién lugc nhung riéng 6ng, éng «khdng cd gi dé hdi tiéc ma trdi lai rét hénh dién vé nhitng
gl éng di phuc vu dat nudc.» Sau bai thuyét trinh, Kissinger danh 15 phut dé tra 18i cac cau
hoi.

Ong Sherman Stephen thudc nhom Swift Vets 1a mot 8 chirc gom cac cuu chién binh Hoa
Ky dat cdu hdi tai sao Hoa Ky biét rd Cong San Bac Viét dung dat Lao va Campuchia lam
cén ¢ d€ tan cdng mién Nam nhung mai dén ndm 1972, Hoa Ky méi tdn cdng ho? Kissinger
tra 10i vi hai qudc gia nay trong thdi chién la nhitng qudc gia trung lIap nén Hoa Ky phai ton
trong.

Ong DO Phuc thudc Cong Pong Ngudi Viét Hoa Ky hdi vi sao Hoa Ky khdng gitf I5i hia véi
TT Thiéu la néu Cong san vi pham Hiép dinh Ba L&, Hoa Ky sé can thiép khién cho mién
Nam thua tran va sau dé hang tram ngan ngudi bi tu day, Kissinger tra IGi: d6 la nhitng
ngay thang den t6i nhat trong cudc ddi toi va toi xin chia sé su cam thong sau xa nhat
(deepest sympathy) cua téi d6i v6i ngudi dan VN vi hoan canh ching téi khéng thé gilr I5i
cta minh» (Triéu Giang. Tudng trinh Dai Hoi Thugng Dinh Chién Tranh VN). D0 1a 16i tra |0i
kénh kiéu, vo trach nhiém.

Kissinger thu nghich mién Nam Viét Nam

Su thu nghich khinh bi cta Kissinger d6i véi Viét Nam bi€u 16 mot cach I8 bich. Ron Nesson,
Phu ta bao chi ctia Téng Théng Ford da ké trong hdi ky clia 6ng la khi nghe tin Da Nang
that thd va dan ching nh6n nhao bé chay vé phia Nam thi Kissinger da nguyén rda: «Sao
cai bon nay khdng chét le di cho rbi. Diéu té hai nhat la ching cr s6ng dai ddng mai.» Why
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dont people die fast? The worst thing that could happen would be for them to linger on
(Ron Nesson. It Sure Looks Different from the Inside. Chicago: PlayBoy Press, 1978, p.98).

Trong quyén hdi ky clia dng tua 1a The White House Years, 6ng da viét nhiéu nhan xét khinh
miét dGi vdi Tong Thong Thiéu va ca dan toc Viét Nam. Sau day la mot s6 cau ndi (co ghi
chu s6 trang cta quyén hoi ky):

- Cung cach cua ong ta la dién hinh cta déan tdc Viét Nam, that dang ghét. Su da nghi
cta 6ng ta la dién hinh dac tinh cta ngudi VN (1034)

- Ong Thiéu chang bao giG ban cai v& quan niém. Thay vao dd, 6ng ta tranh luan theo
cung cach cla ngudi Viét Nam: gian tiép, quanh co cét dé cho d6i phuong mét hon la lam
sang to, ludn xoi moéi ma khéng di thdng vao van dé. D6 la cai phuong phdp ma qua bao
nhiéu thé ky, ngudi VN da dung dé danh bai ddi phuang (1368)

- Khong cé ngudi VN nao, ca Bac lan Nam ¢ tu tin. Ho da thoat dudc ngoai bang qua
bao nhiéu thé ky khong phai la do tin tudng ma la do stir dung manh khée (1368)

Mac du chi trich ca nhan 6ng Thiéu va ngudi Viét Nam mot cach xac ldao nhu vay ma 5 nam
sau, Kissinger viét cho 6ng Thiéu: “Culn sach cua toi khong ngdt ca nggi su can dam, tu
cach dirng dan cla Ngai.”

Qua nhirng nhan dinh chu quan va xac xugc nhu trén, Kissinger 10 rd nguyén hinh la mot
con ngudi cao ngao va gia doi.

Ngodi ra, téi cing liét ké sau ddy mot sé cdu ndi cua Kissinger phé bién trén
Internet dé cho thdy bé mat that cua Kissinger.

"Su’ an toan cua Do Thai la méi guan tam vé dao duc tat yéu cua nhitng dén toc tu’ do.

Chién tranh Viét Nam doi hoi chung ta chu trong tdi quyén loi cua quéc gia thay vi tdi nhiing
nguyén tac trau tuong. Nhiing gi Téng Théng Nixon va toi ¢6 gang thuc hién la khéng binh
thuong. Va do la ly do vi sao chung toi da khdng thanh cong.

Nudc My khong co nhifng nguoi ban hay ké thu truong cul, chi co quyén loi ma thor.

Nhiing gi bat hop phap ching toi thutc hién tuc khac. Nhifng gi bt hop hién doi hoi nhiéu
thoi gian hon.

Céc cudng quéc tua nhu nhiing ngudi mu trang bi ddy vi khi vé dang mo mém trong cung
mgt can phong. Ho déu tin tuong sinh mang cda minh dang bi ké khac de doa tram trong
va ho lai cho rang ké do co thi giac toan hao.

Tréch nhiém cua ngudi I5nh dao 13 dén dét dan téc minh di tr noi ho dang & t&i mot noi ho
chua bao gio tdi ca.

Dé 0 thé xdc quyét diéu gi, nguti ta phai biét t3t ca hay khdng biét gi vé diéu do.
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Da s6 nhiing chinh sach duoc lich su’danh gia cao, d quéc gia nao cling véy, déu duoc khoi
xuong boi nhitng nha Ianh dao bi cac chuyén gia chdng doi.

Chin muoi phéan tram cac chinh tri gia da lam muoi phan tram con lai mang tiéng xau.
Khéng quéc gia nao cd thé hanh d‘é/]g mot cach khon ngoan cung mot luc & tai moi noi trén
hoan cdu du trong bét cu d thoi diém nao.

Khbng chinh sach ngoai giao nao — du khén khéo dén dau — co co may thanh tuu néu duoc
phat xuét trong tri 6c cua mot s6' nho ma khdng duo'c dp u trong trai tim cua ai khac ca.
Nguoi ta thuong kinh ngac khi téi cd thé chu y vao mot cdi gi néu viéc lam nay doi hoi téi
phai ngung ndi trong ba tiéng dong ho.

Khi khéng con lua chon nao khac nida thi dau oc minh trd nén sang sudt mot cach tuyét voy.,

Chédnh sdch ngoai giao My gdp nhiéu tén thuong trong cac thdp nién 60 va 70 phat xuét tur
nguyén nhan dem dp dung nhiing nguyén tac hop ly vao nhiing truong hop khong thich
hop.

Ngu6i My dé bi 167 kéo vdo viéc tin tuéng rdng chénh séch ngoai giao 13 mot phén khoa cia
khoa tém than hoc.

Quén doi quy udc thua trdn néu khéng thang. Quén du kich thang néu khéng thua.

Ban chét con nguoi cua 6ng Richard Nixon la su’ cé don.

T6i cang khéng gilf chirc vu 13u, ti cang tu thdy minh khdéng thé I3m 167 duoc.

Diéu thich thd khi ban la nhén véat ndi tiéng la néu ban lam cho nguoi khac cam thdy nham
chan ho lai nghi do /a Ioi cua chinh ho.

Khéng thé cé mét khung hodng nao xay ra trong tudn tdi duoc. Thoi khdc biéu cua téi hét
suc ban ron roi.,

Nguoi Ianh dao sé khdng xung dang vdi tén goi cua minh néu doi lic khéng chap nhan bi
co don.

Ban hdy chap nhdn moi sy’ ngi con nguoi ban — t6i mudn ndi tat ca moi su. Ban la ban va
do la tat ca - khéng cén xin 10j, khong can hoi tiéc.

CO su' thét gi can duoc phoi bay hdy lam ngay tuc khac hay cang sém cang tét néu khéng
cdc rac réi sé khéng bao gio chdm dut ca.

May mdén thay cho cdc dan téc cd duoc I3nh dao dam nhin thang vao dinh ménh ma khéng
nao nung va cing khéng coi minh la Thuong Dé.

Ngoai giao: nghé thuat kiém ché suc manh.

Thanh cbéng chi la canh cua dua tdi mot vén dé nan giai hon truoc.

T6i trung thuc viét vé cdi téi trong cudn sdch ndy. Téi ndi dén 167 I3m déu tién téi pham phdi
noi trang 850.
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T0i khdng thdy tai sao chudng ta can phai dung nhin mot quoc gia trd thanh cong san vi su’
VO trach nhiém cua dén nudc do. Vén dé qua nghiém trong dé cho phép cu tri xu’ Chile tu’
quyét dinh 8y.

Néu chang may téi bi bat, toi khéng mudn co cudc thuong thuyét gi ca - con nhu’ néu téi
yéu cdu co cudc thuong thuyét trong khi bi bat gilr thi nén coi do la déu hiéu cua su’ cubng
ép.

Néu viéc do sé bi dua ra anh sang, tot hon hét hdy lam viéc do ngay di.

Néu ban khéng biét minh dang di vé diu thi con duong nao cing chdng dua ban tdi diu
ca.

Trong con khung hoang, gidi phap tao bao nhut nhiéu khi lai la an toan nhut.

DG 13 man thadm kich theo kidu cd Hy Lap. Ong Nixon dang hanh dong theo bén tinh cua
ong ta. Mot khi bat dadu roi thi khéng con két cudc nao khac hon duoc.”
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Tu cua Viét Cong Thang 1, 2015 - Kissinger, tai Thuong vién, duoc cho coi
cong s6 8 trong mot cudc biéu tinh cua cong chung

Thang 1, 2015- Kissinger, tai Thupng vién, duoc cho coi
bang ghi “"Toi db chién tranh” trong mot cudc biéu tinh cua cong chung

Kissinger la ké thu s0 mot ciia dan Viét Nam

Ngay 30 thang tu 2016 nam nay danh dau nam th(r 41 ngay Sai Gon rdi vao tay cong san,
bién Tha dd Sai Gon dep dé trong sudt 300 ndm bi ddi tén Ia Thanh phd HO Chi Minh. Mot
su' nhai lai y chang va cé phan mubn vugt troi han ca trudng hdp cua Leningrad hay
Stalingrad nira. Diéu dang budn hon ca la toan c6i dat nudc tir Nam chi Bac bi rdi vao ach
thong tri clia ché do doc dang doc tai véi tén goi mdi la Cong hoa Xa hoi chd nghia Viét
Nam.

441



béng gap Tay

Su kién nay la hau qua tat yéu cua Hiép dinh Ba Lé ky ngay 27 thang 1 ndm 1973 va dugc
coi nhu la mot “kiét tac” cua Kissinger va Nixon. Thuc ra trudc ngay Hiép dinh Ba Lé dugc
ky két rat lau, Henry Kissinger da quyét dinh bo rgi mién Nam Viét Nam dugc xem la tién
ddn cua Thé Gidi Tu Do tir gilra thap nién 1950. Nhirng tai liéu giai mét cho thay trong budi
hop mat véi Chu An Lai va Mao Trach Png vao thang 2 ndm 1972, Henry Kissinger da cong
khai néi cho gidi 1anh dao cao cdp Trung Céng biét rang néu Hoa Ky ¢ thé chdp nhén séng
vGi mdt nudc cdng san rong I6n nhu Tau thi Hoa Ky cling c6 thé chdp nhan sng véi mot
nudc cong san nhd bé nhu Viét Nam.

Tong thdng Nguyén Van Thiéu clia mién Nam Viét Nam, tuy khong phai [a mot chanh tri gia
c6 nhiéu xao thuat nhu tién si Kissinger nhung c6 thira thong minh han Kissinger vé su’ am
tudng chl nghia cdng san, do d6 dng da phan déi su’ nhugng bd nguy hiém cua My, bang
cach doi héi nhiéu tu chinh quan trong trong du’ an Hiép dinh Ba Lé. Tuy nhién, dudi ap luc
va de doa ctia My vé vién anh bo rdi Viét Nam, Téng théng Thiéu khéng con chon lua nao
khac phai chdp nhan Hiép dinh Ba L& nhung v3i su’ “cam két trén gidy trang muc den” la
Téng théng Nixon sé &p dung nhirng bién phap quan su’ manh néu B3c Viét khéng tdn trong
Hiép udc. Lich str da cho thay nhirng cam két clia Nixon chi la su Iira d6i trang tron.

Nha Hiép dinh Ba L&, BO Chinh Tri cdng san Ha Noi biét chdc nudc My sé khdng con can
thiép vao cudc chién Viét Nam hay ti€p tuc vién trg quan su’ cho mién Nam nira. Ngugc lai,
trong khoang thdgi gian dé, Ha NGi nhan quan vién tir Lién Bang S6 Viét 8 mdc bon lan cao
han so véi s6 quan vién mién Nam nhén dugc vao thdi diém can thiép quan su’ clia Hoa Ky
dat mirc cao diém.

Sau hai ndm rdo riét chuén bi, Ha Noi khai su “Chién dich H6 Chi Minh” vao thang 3 ndm
1975. Ho tran qua VUng phi quén su & vi tuyén 17 v&i gan nhu toan thé quén sd cla ho -
khoang 15 su’ doan. LUc d6 quan d6i mién Nam chi con lai nhitng vién dan va thung xdng
cudi cuing dé€ bao vé 1anh thé cta minh.

Cudc téng tdn cong cta mién Bac vao mién Nam chi kéo dai khdng qud 55 ngay va quan
ddi mién Nam khéng thé chdng tra 1au dai dugc vi thi€u v khi, trang bi. Lich sir d& ghi lai
nhirng tham trang da xay ra sau ngay Sai Gon that thu. Hon mot tri€u quan nhan va cong
chirc cia chanh phd mién Nam da bi tu day tU vai ndam dén hang chuc nam trong dé hang
ngan ngudi da chét trong trai lao ddng khé sai. Tai san cua gia dinh ho bj tich thau va ho
da bi dudi ra khoi nha rdi dua I&n “ving kinh t&€ méi” dé s6ng trong canh ban cung. Con
chau ho bi cdm khong dudc di hoc. Quyén tu hitu bi tudc doat va nha nudc trd thanh “chua
nhan” cla ca nudc.

Rong ra 41 nam qua, dan toc Viét da bi ép budc sdng dudi su’ thdng tri ciia ngudi cOng san.
Viét Nam ngay nay véi han 90 triéu nguGi ding thar 14 trén thé gidi vé dan sé nhung ngucc
lai van con 1a mét trong nhitng nudc nghéo khé nhit. Thé ché cai tri lai day ap birc véi
nhirng vi pham nhan quyén trdng trgn, tham nhiing lan tran va lam dung quyén thé khting
khi€p thudng thady trong mot ché dé doc tai.
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Vao ndm 2016 ndy, ching ta tudng nhé ngay Sai Gon that thu va khdng thé quén vai trd
quan trong cua Kissinger trong bién cd lich st bi dat cua dan toc Viét Nam. Hom nay, du &
tudi 93, Kissinger van con ndng ddng trén chinh trudng ngoai giao qudc t& déc biét lién
quan tdi Trung Qudc. Nam trudc, trong mot chuyén tham viéng Bac Kinh, 6ng da dugdc Tap
Can Binh cho trai thdm do nghinh dén nham nhac nhé moi ngu’d| rang Henry Kissinger ludn
la mot ngudi ban t6t cia Trung Qudc ké tir khi 6ng ta g&p Chu An Lai va Mao Trach Pong
vao thang 2 nam 1972.

M6t diéu rd rang ca thé gidi cd thé tin dugc 1a ngay nao 18nh dao Bic Kinh con ca tung
Henry Kissinger thi “Trat Tu Thé Gigi” ma 6ng ta ca tung trong cudn sach 6ng ta mdi cho
phat hanh sé rat thuan Igi cho Trung Qudc.

Phuong thirc Henry Kissinger dung dé€ chdm dut chién tranh Viét Nam 1a ca@ mot tham kich
cho dan toc Viét Nam va mot vét nhd trong lich sir 200 nam cua qudc gia Hoa Ky. Pay la
thdi diém vo tién khodng hdu ma nudc My da khdng gilr tron 13i cam két ctia minh va khdng
chu toan IGi hira bao vé dong minh trudc mat ké thu.

Thay lci két

P& chdm dUt chuang ndi vé Kissinger, tdi xin mugn I3i cha Christopher Hitchens trong 7he
Trial of Henry Kissinger d€ néi Ién cai nhin cla tdi va cd thé cla da s& dong bao toi vé tén
Kissinger dao phu.

« D€ thang tién, dng ta tir mot hoc gia tAm thudng da dung nhitng xao thuét dé trd thanh
mot ké thdng tri thé gidi. Nhitng ban chét va kha néng clia 6ng da bi€u hién tir ngay dng
nham chirc: thdi ninh bg va trao trd hai mat, su’ tén thd quyén luc va khong biét nhuc nha,
su’ trao d6i gilra nhirng ngudi khdng han 1a ban cli cho nhitng ngudi chua han Ia ban mdi,
nhifng xac chét khdng can dém va co thé hlly bd di, viéc ndi di chinh thirc va khong chinh
thirc, su' phan no gia v& trudc nhirng cau hoi khéng muén dudgc hdi. Su' nghiép toan cau
ctia dng Kissinger bat dau nhu' vay va tiép tuc nhu’ vay. N6 lam bai hoai nén cong hoa va
nén dan chu My, nd ap dat nhirng tai bi€n ghé tdm trén nhitng xa hoi yéu han va de bi
thuang tén hon...» (sdd, tr.16)

Trong lic hoan tat chu’dng 18, t6i suc nhd chi con vai ngay nira la tdi Ie tudng niém th 40
ngay quan dodi cOng san mién Bac cu’dng chiém mién Nam chiing ta. Y thic dugc diéu do,
t6i quyét dinh viét thém phan phu chl nay cho chuong 18, nhu 1a mot 1€ cau siéu cho qué
hudng yéu dau cua chuing ta.
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Ban dich bai dang trong bao

San Jose Mevcury News

30 thang tu nam 2015: Thang tu den

_ KISSINGER HIEM AC
KE THU SO MOT CUA VIET NAM

Ngay 30 thang tu ndm 2015 danh dau lan th{r 40 ngay Sai Gon rdi vao tay quan doi cong
san mién Bac khi chién xa T-54 cla ho Ui sdp canh clra sat dé tién vao bén trong dinh Déc
Lap. Sau ngay dé, thanh phd Sai Gon dep dé trong subt 300 ndm qua da bi déi tén la thanh
phd HO Chi Minh. Mot su' nhai lai y chang va c6 phan mudn vugt trdi hon ca trudng hdp cla
Leningrad hay Stalingrad nira. Biéu dang budn han ca la toan coi dat nudc ta tr Nam chi
Bdc da rai vao ach thdng tri ciia cdng san, vdi tén goi mdi la Cong hoa Xa hdi chl nghia Viét
Nam.

Bay gid, diéu hi€n nhién 13 bién ¢ mién Nam sup d6 ngay 30 thang 4 ndm 1975 chi la hau
qua tat yéu cua Hiép dinh Ba Lé ky ngay 27 thang 1 ndm 1973 va dudc coi nhu la mot “kiét
tac” vé ngoai giao cua tién si Henry Kissinger, Itic d6 lam C6 Van An Ninh Quéc Gia cho
T6ng Théng Richard Nixon.

Thuc ra trudc ngay Hiép dinh Ba Lé dugc ky két rat 1au, Henry Kissinger da quyét dinh bo
rgi mién Nam Viét Nam ciing dugc coi la Tién D6n cia Thé Gidi Ty Do tir giifa thap nién
1950. Nhirng tai liéu giai mét cho thdy trong budi hop mat véi Chu An Lai va Mao Trach
Dong vao thang 2 nam 1972, Henry Kissinger da cong khai néi cho gidi Ianh dao cao cap
Trung Cdng biét rang néu Hoa Ky cd thé chap nhan séng v3i mét nudc cdng san rdng In
nhu Tau thi Hoa Ky cling ¢ thé chdp nhén s6ng v3i mot nudc cdng san nhd bé nhu Viét
Nam.

Henry Kissinger d& khdng phai ch& dgi lau dé thuc hién du tinh cia minh. Chua ddy mét
ndm sau, dua vao Hiép udc ngay 27 thang 1 ndm 1973, han da don dudng dé mién Nam
Viét Nam phai s6ng dudi su thong tri cia cong san. Theo Hiép dinh Ba L&, diéu khoan can
ban, cu thé va hé trong nhat 1a Hoa Ky cam két chdm dut su’ can thiép cta ho vao chién
tranh Viét Nam va hoan toan cdt dt vién trg quan su co quyét dinh sanh ti cho mién Nam
Viét Nam.

Tong théng Nguyén V&n Thiéu clia mién Nam Viét Nam khdng phai 1a mét chuyén gia chanh
tri c6 tam murc nhu tién si Kissinger nhung 6ng c6 thé thdy ngay hau qua tai hai Hiép dinh
Ba Lé sé de nang xudng mién Nam Viét Nam. Ong cuc luc tur chdi khong chiu cho chanh
phl ctia minh ky tén vao Hiép udc. Su clrng rén ctia Téng thdng Thiéu trong viéc doi hdi
nhiéu thay ddi quan trong trong Hiép udc kéo dai trong ba thang nhung khdng dem lai
nhiéu két qua.
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Vao giita thang 1 ndm 1973, Henry Kissinger thuyét phuc Téng théng Nixon gui mdt loat
tho t&i Tong th8ng Thiéu cho biét chanh phi My s& ky Hiép dinh Ba Lé vao ngay 27 thang
1 ndm 1973 du chanh phu Sai Gon c6 dong y hay khdng. Ngu y nhirng 1a thd cho biét Hoa
Ky s& bo rai chanh phu Sai Gon va rat ra khoi Viét Nam. Téng thdng Thiéu khdng con chon
lua nao khac ngoai su’ chdp nhan Hiép dinh Ba L& nhung v3i su’ “cam két trén gidy trang
muc den” 1a Téng thdng Nixon sé dp dung nhiing bién phap quén su’ manh néu Bic Viét
khong ton trong Hiép udc va nhitng thu cam két d6 chi la “banh vé&” nhu lich sir sau nay da
cho thay ...

NhG Hiép dinh Ba Lé ngay 27 thang 1 ndm 1973, B6 Chinh Tri cOng san Ha NOi biét chac
nudc My sé khong con can thiép vao cudc chién Viét Nam hay tiép tuc vién trg quan su’ cho
mién Nam nira. Ngudc lai, trong khoang thdi gian dé, Ha NOi nhan quan vién tur Lién Bang
S6 Viét & mirc bén [an cao hon so vai s& quéan vién ho nhdn dugc vao thdi diém can thiép
quén sy’ cla Hoa Ky dat mdc cao diém cua né.

Sau hai ndm rdo riét chudn bi, Ha Ndi khai su “Chién dich H6 Chi Minh” vao thang 3 ndm
1975. Ho tran qua Vung Phi Quén Su & vi tuyén 17 vdi gan nhu toan thé quén s6 cuia ho -
khoang 15 su doan. Luc d6 quan d6i mién Nam chi con lai nhitng vién dan va thung xang
cudi cling dé€ bao V& 1anh thé clia minh.

Cudc tdng tdn cdng cua mién B3c vao mién Nam chi kéo dai khéng qué 55 ngay va quan
ddi mién Nam khdng thé chdng tra gi nhiéu dugc vi thiéu dan dudc. Lich st ¢d ghi lai nhitng
diéu da xay ra sau ngay Sai Gon that thi. Hgn mot tri€u quan nhan va cong chirc ciia chanh
phu mién Nam da bi rgi vao canh tu toi ma khéng dugc xét x{r chi hét. Mot s6 ngudi bi tu
day 5 nam, mot s6 khac 10 ndm va cd nhirng nguGi trén 20 ndm. Budng nhién con ca hang
chuc ngan ngudi da chét trong trai lao dong khd sai nita. Tai san cua gia dinh ho bj tich
thdu va nhitng ngudi ndy da bi dudi ra khéi nha rdi dua 1én “ving kinh t&€ mai” d€ séng
trong canh ban cung. Con chau ho bi cam khong dugc di hoc. Quyén tu hitu bi tudc doat
va nha nudc trd thanh “chi nhan 6ng” doc nhit!

Rong ra 40 nam qua, dan toc Viét da bi ép budc sdng dudi su’ thdng tri ciia ngudi cong san.
Viét Nam ngay nay v&i han 90 triéu ngudi ding thar 14 trén thé gidi vé dan sé nhung ngugc
lai van con 1a mét trong nhitng nudc nghéo khd nhiit. Thé ché cai tri lai day ap bl véi
nhirng vi pham nhan quyén trdng trgn, tham nhiing lan tran va lam dung quyén thé& khang
khi€p thudng thay trong mot ché do doc tai.

Trong 40 ndm qua, nhiéu ngudi Viét d3 bi &m &nh bdi cdu hdi nhu sau: cd cach nao dé tién
si Henry Kissinger va cudng quéc Hoa Ky ngdn can quan doi Bac Viét cuGng chi€m mién
Nam dé& trdnh canh ho ap ddt gudng may cai tri cdng san trén toan cdi nudc Viét vao ndm
1975 khong?

Trong ndm 2015 nay, ching ta tudng nhé ngay Sai Gon that thu va khdng thé quén vai trd
quan trong cua tién si Henry Kissinger trong bién c0 lich sir bi dat cua dan toc Viét Nam.
H6m nay, & tudi 92, Henry Kissinger con ndng déng trén chinh trudng va ngoai giao qudc
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t€ dac biét la trong lanh vuc lién quan td&i Trung Qudc. Chi thang trudc, trong mot chuyén
tham viéng Bac Kinh thét trinh trong, 6ng da dugc lanh dao tdi cao Tap Can Binh cho trai
tham dd nghénh dén nham nhdc nhd moi ngerl rang Henry Klssmger da luén ludn la mot
ngudi ban cuc t6t clia Trung Qudc ké tir khi dng ta gdp Chu An Lai va Mao Trach Déng vao
thang 2 nam 1972.

M6t diéu rd rang ca thé gidi cd thé tin dugc la ngay nao 1anh dao Bic Kinh con ca tung
Henry Kissinger thi “Trat Tu Thé Gidi” ma 0ng ta ca tung trong cudn sach 6ng ta mdi cho
phat hanh sé rat thuan Igi cho Trung Qudc.

Trudc mot Trung Qudc dudc coi 1a mdt trong nhitng cudng qudc dan dau vé kinh t& va quan
su, Henry Kissinger manh dan ch( truang rang Trung Qudc va Hoa Ky nén trd thanh Doi
Ban Than Thiét Mudn DdJi. Henry Kissinger cd thé sé trd thanh nhan vat dau tién Ianh tdi
hai giai Nobel Hoa Binh. Lan nay vi da dem hoa binh t&i cho ca thé gidi ch khong phai chi
cho Viét Nam nhu gidi Nobel Hoa Binh trong nam 1973! Ciing can nhac lai la ngudi dugc
trao giai Nobel Hoa Binh dong thdi vai Kissinger la L& Blc Tho da tir chdi khong lanh giai vi
Hiép dinh Ba Lé thuc su’ la mot thdng Igi d6i véi Ha Noi va phe cOng san.

Phucng thirc Henry Kissinger dung dé chdm dut chién tranh Viét Nam 1a ca@ mét tham kich
cho dan toc Viét Nam va mot vét nhg trong lich sif 200 ndm cla qudc gia Hoa Ky. Pay la
thdi diém vo tién khodng hdu ma nudc My da khdng gilr tron 16i cam két ctia minh va khdng
chu toan IGi hira bao vé dong minh trudc mat ké thu.

MGt cach ngan gon, khi ban khong biét lam sao nam |3y chién thang cho phe minh va chadn
ding budc tién cha quan thu, thi ban khdng can phai |a mét vi nhan vé chanh tri méi cé thé
ndi vdi ngudi ta rang: "néu minh khdng thang ho dugc thi hdy theo ho di.” Néi nhu vay
khdng khac chi 1a khuyén ngugi ta “hay treo cd trang Ién d€ dau hang"...
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Phan 8
Tim Cudc Song Mdi
Chuong 19
Nhitng An Nhan Dau Tién Cua Toi
Trén Dat My

Roy, Nancy Muehlberger
va nhirng ban khac

Dén bo tét dep dat nudc Tu Do!

Roy va Nancy Muehlberger, nhifng nguoi bao tro chung téi
vao thang 6 nam 1975



boéng gap Tay

DOi thay nam 1975 va nam 2012

RS SRS

Ngay xuét trai Pendleton: thang 6 nam 1975
biéu, Marie, Anh, chau gai chung toj, cung gia dinh

Vao mot ngay am trgi trong thang 6 nam 1975, dién thoai van phong cua trai trudng reo
vang. Cé ngudi goi t6i. (vao thoi doé chua cé dién thoai luu dong.) Toi nhac dién thoai I1€n
va ¢ dau day bén kia mot nguGi hoan toan xa la ndi chuyén véi t6i. D6 la 6ng Roy
Muehlberger. Ong ngd y mudn bao trg vg chong tdi ra khdi trai va ching tdi s& vé sdng tai
nha 6ng & Montecito gan Santa Barbara. T6i rat ngac nhién va ndi vGi 6ng: “Toi khdng dugc
quen biét 6ng va 6ng cling khéng biét toi. Tai sao 6ng mudn bao trg t6i”? Ong tra I3i: “Con
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ngudi ching ta d6i khi hanh dong nhu vay. T6i dudc biét vé 6ng qua td bdo 7he Los Angeles
Times va dai truyén hinh vé trai Pendleton. Téi cling c6 thé rgi vao hoan canh cla 6ng.
Ching ta cuing Ira tudi v8i nhau. Ong hoc & MIT va tdi & Caltech.”

T6i chua thé nhan I8i éng Roy vi tdi khdng biét
nhiéu vé 6ng. Hon nira, ti thuc su’ e ngai mot
ngudi dong tinh luyén &i & California bao trg dé
ra song cung nha véi 6ng. Va dudgng nhién toi
khdng thé truc tiép hdi 6ng vé diéu nay dugc.
Toi ti€p tuc ndi chuyén véi hy vong co thé biét
thém nhiéu diéu han vé ong.

Trong khi tiép tuc cudc dam thoai, éng Roy thd
10: “TGi c6 hai con gai tén la Marion va Frances.
Marion da hoc xong & UCLA, con Frances dang
hoc & Duke University. Nancy, ba vg toi, lam
chuyén vién vé dinh duGng va s6ng chung vdi t6i tai nha ching t6i 8 Montecito, Ca. Toi cé
moOt ngudi em trai la khoa hoc gia nghién clru vé dia chat va co tén trén mat trang.

Téi lGc nay, cam ta Thugng D&, tdi cdm thdy nhe nhdm va an toan dé nhén I3i dng Roy. Toi
lich su’ cam ta Iong rong lugng va hiéu khach cta 6ng.

Ong Roy con ¢d 1ong t6t tim ngudi bao trg cho gia dinh chau tdi dé tat ca ching t6i c6 thé
xuat trai cung mot lic. Ngui bao trg cho chau gai t6i la 6ng Peter Frick, mot ngudi My goc
burec.

Chi vai ngay sau cu dién thoai dé, 6ng Roy lai chiéc xe Mercedes-Benz 450-SEL tGi trai
Pendleton va dua chidng toi vé nha 6ng. Chlng téi khong cd nhiéu hanh ly, chi mot tdi xach
nhd quan ao cli dem theo tir Sai Gon va mot chiéc vali chra quan a0 mdi do van phong trai
ti nan cho. Thuy quén luc chién phan phat quan 4o rat @m cho déan ti nan vi khi hau & trai
Pendleton kha lanh so véi khi hdu vung nhiét déi ¢ Sai Gon.

o

Ong Peter Frick, ngudi bao trg cho gia dinh chéu
t6i cling c6 mat tai trai. Blra dé dung la mot ngay
hé trong cho tat ca chung t6i. Ngay “N” ching
" t0i d0 bd 1én d&t My! Moi nguGi déu di vé nha
.| cua 6ng ba Roy va Nancy. Sau bira com tGi, Peter
=% Vvé nha 6ng dan theo nam di dan mdi. Chung t6i
cd cam tudng nhu da dat chan Ién Plymouth
Rock, Massachusetts trong thé ky thar 17 vay.

Plymouth Rock tai Massachusetts Ong Roy cho biét day 13 [an dau tién trong ddi
co khdc ndm 1620 ong c6 mét cap vg chéng khac séng cung nha
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béng gap Tay

véi 6ng. D6i véi Marie va toi, day cling 1a 1an dau tién chdng toi dugc &n & mién phi véi
nhitng nguGi hoan toan xa la. Ching t6i dudc danh cho mot phong ngu riéng xinh xan trong
mot ngdi nha khiém tdn trén dudng Schoolhouse Road. Marie va toi ran hét siic minh dé
lam vira 1ong hai vi bao trg ching toi.

Toi dugc biét hai nguGi than sinh cia 6ng Roy bi bénh cao m& nén 6ng va Nancy hét sirc
can than trong viéc an uéng. Marie va tdi ngac nhién khi thdy hai vg chdng ho cho con ché
nudi trong nha an tat ca trong do trirng ga con ho chi @n trong trdng ma thoi. Hai 6ng ba
thich an cac loai “nuts”, udng sita khong cé chat béo “non-fat”, va it khi an thit dé. buong
nhién, ho dung rat nhiéu rau, trdi cay va ngi coc. Riéng t6i lai thich an nhirng thifc an ma
vg chong ho kiéng cili. May thay, t6i c6 kha nang thich nghi v6i hoan canh mét cach tu
nhién. T6i &n dé dang nhitng gi c6 san du &n xong khong dugc no day bao tur vi khdng
muodn lam ron chu nha. Frances, con cia Nancy va Roy, dudng nhu doan dudgc chdng toi
muodn an thit dé. CO6 ra siéu thi mua thit trirtu dem vé ndu modn ra gu cho ching t6i. Toi nhé
[an d6 dugc an mot bira com thda thich. Frances cling dua toi ra san sau nha hét tdc cho
t6i. Ngudc lai, gia dinh chau gadi toi cho biét gia dinh bao trg ngudi Blc an rat manh va
udng nhiéu bia Iam!

Ong Roy cho biét 6ng bao trg tdi vi muén dung kha nang quan tri va ki€n thirc vé ky thuat
cua toi trong moét dy an xay cat ¢ Hawaii. Ong dy tinh tham gia vao cdng trinh xay dung
van dong truGng mdi tai Honolulu ndm 1975. Tuy nhién vi tha tuc xudt trai cta toi bi tré nai
(sau nay dugc biét la dan em cua Nguyéen Cao Ky gidu ho so xuat trai cia t6i, xem Chuang
17: Ti nan tai trai Pendleton, California) dén ca thang trdi nén 6ng da bé du an dé. Toi that
b& ngd khi dng téng t6i mét chi phiéu 500 My kim/thdng nhu dé tra phi luu gilr “retainer
fee” cho toi.

T6i mudn trg nén hiiu ich trong khi la khach s6ng trong nha cta 6ng. Thu vui cla t6i la thiét
ke canh vuon theo k|eu A dong th chung quanh, tdi nhan ra mét co hoi tot d€ lam mét

e R T i manh vudn kiéu Nhat that dep
- ndi khoang tréng réng I6n
trong vudn sau nha cua dng
' Roy: mot cai san go lam bang
redwood cao 5 thudc noi tham
& O cd doc xubng. Toi dé nghi
B8 VvGi Roy xay mot hd sen co ca

1 Koi nhiéu mau sac bai 16i véi
thac nudc chay ra tr mot hon
non bé nho. Khi & Sai Gon toi
~ cO kinh nghiém thiét ké cho
¥ minh mot manh vudn kiéu A
= 3 s dONg NGi trudc clra vao va
e - o3 manh vudn trén san thugng

Vuon trén tung Idu ba nha téi & Sai Gon nha toi.
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Roy rat hudng (ing y kién cua téi. Ong lai co y dinh 1dm chi mdt ngdi nha kidu Nhat thuan
tly. Thay vi xay cat tir dau, 6ng lam viéc vGi chuyén vién dia 6c. Nhd may man chi trong
thdi gian ngén, 6ng tim mua dugc mét villa tuyét dep do mét kién tric su’ chuyén vé kiéu
nha Nhat thiét k€. Ng6i nha nay do mot nguGi My giau c6 am tugng nghé thuat Nhat lam
chu. Ong ta con céng phu dén mdc mdi nhitng chuyén vién tir Nhat qua dé€ hoan tat canh
quan chung quanh ngdi nha. Bi quyét ¢ day mot Ian nira la: dia di€ém. Villa ndm trén sudn
mot ngon dbi nhin qua dao Catalina ngoai khai thanh phé Santa Barbara. Canh tri xung
quanh hoan toan quang dang, véi vai cay “oaks” 1au ddi bén canh mdt manh vudn b kinh!
T6i khéng ngd minh lai ¢d thé chiém ngudng dugc mét kiét tdc Phudng déng nhu vdy tai
mot thanh ph6 Tay phuaong.

Sau nay, t6i cd dip may dén tham 6ng Roy va Nancy tai villa trong mong cua ho. Trong thap
nién 1960, t6i dugc chiém ngudng lau dai nghi hé cia hoang gia Nhat. Toi cd thé qua quyét
vGi cac ban rdng néu bd qua cac yéu t6 dién tich, tién nghi, trinh do tién bd cua ky thudt thi
ldu dai nghi mat ctia Nhut hoang va ngbi nha xinh xan ctia Roy khong co gi khac biét. (Xem
hinh.)

451



béng gap Tay

Xin dugc giay phép xay cat trong khu “thugng luu” n‘ay that kho khadn. Téi hoc hoi dugc
diéu mdi la lién quan téi su “ky thi” dua trén tiéu chuan tai chanh; ti du nhu moi 16 dat phai
rong it nhdt mét mau Anh va can c6 giéng nudc udng rleng biét. D€ ki€ém ra nudc trén
nhitng d6i ¢ Santa Barbara doi hoi chi tiéu kha nhiéu cho viéc dao nhitng gi€ng sau. Roy,
mot nha dau tu sanh s6i, chia manh dat trong trai “avocado” nam k€& can villa Nhat ctia 6ng
ra thanh nhiéu 16 nhdm bién chiing thanh nhitng manh dét sang gia dé xdy nha loai sang
trong vGi nhitng gi€éng nudc 6ng méi cho dao. Ong ta tiét 10 cho tbi biét phudng cach dau
tu tai tinh va mau lam giau cta 6ng.

Dau 6c kinh doanh cla Roy da gitp toi rat nhiéu. T6i that may man nhan dugc su’ cd van
cla Roy trong viéc chon hudng di cho su’ nghiép cla t6i trong giai doan d6i ddi tha huang
lGc dé. Gilra can bubn buc va nhd nha tdi cd y dinh qua Phap dé sdng gan glii vdi dai gia
dinh cda t6i. Nhung Roy da thuyét phuc téi rang 6 My, vGi tdm bang MIT, tdi sé nhu con ca
sdng trong dai dudng, con néu qua Phap tdi gidng nhu ca trong hd nudi ca va trién vong
cua toi sé bi gidi han nhiéu. Ngoai ra, bdi 1€ nhiéu dai cong ty qudc té€ hoat dong ¢ My han
la & Phap, toi sé cé nhiéu lua chon han!

Toi con hoc hdi dudc nai Roy durc tinh lam viéc cdn man cta ngudi Blc. Hai than sinh cla
Roy tir Dlc di dan qua My 18p nghiép. Ba dng hanh nghé ban thit d€ cé du tién gdi con di
dai hoc. Dén lugt minh, Roy lam viéc cho Kaiser Engineers, Inc. va nhd siéng nang 6ng da
théng ti€n nhanh chdng ndi sd 1am. Ong quyét dinh ra Iam riéng. Hai vg chdng dau tu vao
khach san dep dé Best Western Rondee Motor Hotel ¢ Sedona, AZ. (xin xem hinh phia dui)
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Best Western Rondee Motor Hotel & Sedona, AZ

Bén A chau, nhing ngudi kha gia thudng tranh lam cong viéc chan tay. TruGng hgp cla
Roy va Nancy thi ngugc han lai, ho san sang lam béat cr gi dé doanh nghiép clia ho dugc
phat dat. T6i phai cdm dn Roy va Nancy da néu gucng sang cho toi.
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Khi da vé huu, 6n lai chuyén qua khir va nhitng IGi c6 van cta Roy vao thang 7, 1975, toi
phai ndi |én IGi cam ta sau dam vdi Roy vi da hudng dan toi di dung dudng. Nhiéu dong
nghiép cua t6i da quyét dinh Iap nghiép bén Phap va da khdng may thanh cong sau dd. Roy
chi tiéu rat thich dang va phu hgp vai tui tién cia minh. Mai lién hé cua 6ng vdi con cdi that
dang né phuc va dng dlng ra trang trai cho viéc hoc hanh clia cdc chau ngoai ctia minh.

Ngay chiing tdi phai tir gid Roy va Nancy, Marie va chau gai cua toi tén Anh dién b do dai
0 truyén va dai ho mot bita tiéc thinh soan gém nhitng mdn &n déc biét mién Nam nhu goi
cubn cham tuong, cha gio v8i nudc mam, thit ba roi kho nudc dira, va moén trang miéng
chudi chién (chudi tdm bdt chién).

Thang bdy 1975, bija an toi : ,
tur bigt: Marie va Anh, nguof Thit ba roi kho tau Chubi tdm bot chién
chau gai, trong bo ao dai
Sau nay, khi dinh cu & San Francisco, ching t6i van gilr lién lac véi Roy va Nancy, doi khi
ching toi cé t8i tham vg chong 6ng.

TU trdi qua phai: Qui, ngudi
anh sanh doéi, Marie, Nancy,
t6i, Roy va Hoang chau trai
cUa toi tur Nice (Phap).

Chung toi di cung 6ng anh
va chau trai cta t6i dén tham
W Roy va Nancy tai villa &
| Sedona, AZ cta ho.
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N8m 2000, chdng t6i c6 budi hop mat tai
nha cd con gai tén Frances cua hai 6ng ba
& Monterey, CA. Thic an cé vit quay va heo
sifa quay dac biét tir mot tiém Tau & San
Francisco.

Nam 2011, Roy va Nancy di cruise viéng
tham Alaska va chiéc tau cua ho ghé lai San
Francisco. Marie va t6i mdgi Frances vdi 6ng
38 W chong hop mdt bat ngd di dung com trua
: B GNU8 tai tiém 3dn nGi tiéng tén Ton kiang
Di dyr dém cudi cua Marion, con gdi cua Roy vd  Restaurant trén dudng Geary Street. DPén
Nancy, tai Santa Barbara, thang 11, 1980 tGi, ching t6i dung bira tai nha hang Iirng

Hop madt tai nha chung toi, 2011

danh KOI Palace trong khu thuong xa
Serramonte, Daly City. Sau dd, ching toi
dua Roy va Nancy trd vé tau cta ho dang
neo tai trung tdm thanh phd. Chdng toi
cung chia sé v8i nhau nhitng gidy phut vui
tugi tuyét vai.

Chung to6i bang hoang khi dudc Frances |
cho biét Roy qua ddi vao nam 2012 tai
Scottsdale trong ti€u bang Arizona.
Chudng t6i dau buon vo tan trudce su' ra di
clia mot &n nhan ddc biét ctia minh. Ong
la ngudi da tinh nguyén ra tay cuu mang
nhitng ké hoan toan xa la nhu chdng toi
trong giai doan den t8i nh(t cla hanh Carmel 2014, hop mat tai nha Nancy
trinh qua My cua ching to6i.
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Thém MOT AN NHAN: DICK WILSON
Dick viét:

“MGt bubi séng ndm 1975 téi mé bdo Washington Post ra dé theo dbi nhiing dién tién x3y
ra sau ngay Sai Gon bi mét, Cot gilia trong trang dau in mot loat nhiing tin ngan vé viéc
dan tj nan toi Hawaii va mién Tdy nudc My. Mot tin ngan noi vé mét thanh nién nang déng
Vi dét chén tdi trai Pendleton & California d& thanh I3p ngay Uy ban hoat déng cua nguoi
ti nan. Tén thanh nién do la Biéu Khuong Hiu.

Tén ndy thdy quen quen. Khi con hoc nam thu nhut d Lafayette College 1952, c6 mét trong
nhirng nguoi cung lam boi ban vdi toi tai Watson Hall dén tu’ Viét Nam va tén anh ta giong
nhu tén dang trong to bdo. Do mdt tinh co ky la, ngay hém trudc téi nhan qua buu dién
mot bang liét ké tén nhiing cuu sinh vién cda truong nhung van chua md ra dé xem. Toi
lién 18y bang liét ké ra va so sanh tén trong do vdi tén trén to bao. Hai cai tén giong nhau.
Nguoi ding ra t6 chuc dén ti nan & trai Camp Pendleton chinh la ban hoc dbng khda vé
cung lam boi ban vdi to,

Vo' chdng t6i muén lam bét ci gi dé gidp d& Biéu nén téi nhéc dién thoai kéu trai Pendleton.
Sau déi 107 gidi thich, ngudi linh thuy quén luc chién truc mdy cho t6i ndi chuyén vdi Diél.
Chung toi da khong tiép xuc vdi nhau co trén 20 nam qua nén phai mét it Idu mdi nhén ra
nhau. Téi duoc biét biéu dang séng trong trai voi Marie, vo' anh, va ho can tim nguoi bao
lénh dé duoc phép xuét trai. Khi nhdn duoc nhifng mau don Diéu gdi tdi, téi ky tén va goi
trd lai ngay. Sau do chung téi cho doi.

Vai bia sau, toi van khéng duoc tin tic gi ca Diéu. Téi nghi thu tuc gidy to don gidn thoi,
chi cdn nhén duoc méu don kiém chiing cé ngudi bao tro réi cho ngudi ta xuét trai Ia xong.
Cudi cung, toi goi trai Pendleton dé ndi chuyén vdi Biéu. Téi duoc cho biét vi bi hanh hung
(bdi dam dan em cua Nguyén Cao Ky, xem Chuong 17) nén Biéu d§ duoc doi qua mot noi
khéc trong trai. Tin ndy lam téi bi séc vi Diéu tinh tinh hién hoa lam sao cd thé dinh liu tdi
viéc bao déng duoc. Nguoi thuy quén luc chién ndi chuyén trén diu ddy khdng thé cho téi
biét gi thém nhung anh ta cling tim duoc Biéu cho toi.

Diéu hdy con bi xdc ddng va chan nan vi khéng thé roi khdi trai. Anh ndi gidy to anh ds bi
that lac nén anh bi ket lai trong khi cac ban bé va nhiing nguoi séng gan anh da xuat trai
hét rdi. Pung vao thoi diém nay, mot vi cdu tinh d& xudt hién, do chinh Ia ba vo toi.

76/ lam giam doc vé Tiép Thi Vi Chanh Phu Lién Bang/Federal Government Marketing cho
mot cong ty nho vé mdy dién toan nén cong viéc rat bé bon. Tuy vdy, Celia, vo toi, tu nhan
trong trach dua Diéu ra khoi Camp Pendleton. Téi via bubc ra khoi cua di lam moi sang I3
Celia d& ban ron kéu cho vdn phong cdc dan biéu, thuong nghi si, nhiing phu ta cia ho hay
nhiing tro' Iy I13p phap. Hé noi nao cd vé nhu’ cd thé gidp duoc gi la ba ta Ip tuc dich thén
tdi noi chuyén.
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Sau mot tudn 1é vén dong, rot cudc ba duoc gidi thiéu tdi dén biéu John Rousselot cua tiéu
bang California. Ong ta khdng cé mat tai van phong luc Celia kéu tdi nhung ba da noi chuyén
rét 1du vdi phu nhén éng ta vé truoing hop cda Piéu. It Idu sau, ching t6i di gap vi dan biéu
nay va éng dong y sé lam tat cd nhitng gi cd thé dé dua Piéu ra khdi trai.

Chi vai ngay sau, Celia nhan dugc dién thoai tu mot thiéu ta thuy quén luc chién ¢ Camp
Pendleton. Ong ta noj, "Thua b, t6i khéng biét ba da noi chuyén voi ai nhung t6i nhan
duoc 1énh tir vi Chi huy trudng Thuy quén Luc chién phdi dé éng Biéu xuét trai ngay HOM
NAY. Sau do chiing t6i nghe tin Biéu d duoc xuét trai.”

Hai gia dinh ching ti tuy & cach xa nhung van lién lac thudng xuyén. Mot mua he, Marie
va toi lai xe camper Westphalia Ién nha clua Dick va Celia tai Boise, Idaho. Chung t6i cung
di dong trai gan Snake River dac biét c6 ngubn nuGc nong thién nhién hai bén bs song.
Chung t6i tu tao ra hd nudc ndng that lIa hap dan gilra canh dep hung vi. (Xem hinh dudi
day.)

Shake River co nudc nong thién nhién HO6 nudc nong thién nhién
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Thét la vui tai Idaho

Thém MOT AN NHAN: Don Sayenga, Lafayette College, kha 1952-56
(xem chucong 6: HUP LAN O LAFAYETTE COLLEGE, EASTON, PENNSYLVANIA, USA)

= o~ =
56 visiting Dieu and his wife, Marie, at the Muehlberger home in
e Santa Rarbara Calif

Cudc hop m;:f;’rt‘ nam 1975, Montecito, CA
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Don va biéu 2014

Hop mdat vdi Don, nam 2014 tai tiém
Benihana San Francisco co chau Sang &
Renaud tu’ Reims, Phap

(Trich dich bai dudi déy)
TIEN TRINH MY HOA CUA MOT DOANH NHAN VIET NAM

Don Sayenga

Trudc ddy véo ndm 1975, téi dén thém anh Khuong Hiu Diéu (khda 56 cua Lafayette
College Easton, PA) & tiéu bang California. Luc do anh va phu nhén la Marie mdi duoc xuét
trai ti nan va cho minh that may méan dé song sot sau cudc bién dong thang tu’ ném do.

This briefcase was the only thing Dieu
was able to salvage when he fled
Saigon on April 22 with a half hour’s
notice.

TUi xach la db vét duy nhut anh Biéu cd thé dem theo trén dudng trén thosdt khoi Sai Gon
vao ngay 22 thang tu’ khi chi duoc bao trudc co nua tiéng dong ho.

Vo' chéng ho nong long mudn sém hdi nhap vao qué huong mdi. Vao thoi diém do, mot trai
i nan cho nguoi Viét hdy con hoat déng ¢ vung ngoai 6 thanh phé Bordeaux bén Phap. Mot
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Dieu 56
The Americanizing
Of a Vietnamese

Entrepreneur

Don Sayengs shetched the story of Me friend and clasas ste Khvong Hew Diee
in the Summer 75 Awmai Quarterly. A Vietaamese natve, ey returned to
Salgon to work for Exxon after graduating frem Lafayette i0d earning » ntaster’s
degree s MULT, He later became deputy minister of the sconomy for tae South
Vietaamese government, and organized vamoes industrial develogme=. projects
in the country.

As the Americans were evacusting South Vietsam, b was interviewed by
Newsweok magazine, explaining that his abilities might '» of use 1o the
communists, but that as presidest of the Vietnamese Ameriean Amociation be
would probably not live through a change in government Dieu and his wife were

sdded to Lhe evaruation st the diy after the interview appoared.

Leaving behind slmont all s Dicu was Bown to s relugee ™
Calfornia, arriving jest alter Vietaam collapsed. As AP photo of
Mw.mnm---w, Alished with t5e caption: “All that's
eft." or

By Donald Sayenga 36

Back in 1975 1 visited Khuoag Huu Diew 36 in California, lle and Nis wife,
Marie, were thes fread 0ut of reflugee camp, glad 1o be alive, and vages 1o begin
the process of adaptation Lo a new hameland. AL the time of my visit, there was
still a Vietnamene refugee camp ia existence outside of Bordesux, Frasee In &
were some of Lhe poople ovicuated by the French (n the 1950s. Strangers in an
alien world, they had been unable to sdapt after 20 years. By virtue of his
., Dieu dida’t have to face that sort of internment
This summer | visited Diew and Marie st their home in San Francisco Hy the
you read this they will both be American citizens, and, Diew shoudd have his
cortdicate as a professional engiseer.

In short, Dieu's situation in 1980 is about the same as Lhat in which many of his
Lalayette classmates found themselves In the 1960, He has & good ob with
Bochtel Engineering, commutes to work in an aging Vega, makes payments em o
sizeable mortgage. This is 2ol where the aversge American Tau Beta ™
engineor with & master’s from M.LT. would have hoped to find Mawell as his

2
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$6 ' nguoi dugc Phap dua di di tan trong thap nién 1950 vén con sinh séng tai ddy. DU sau
20 nam dinh cu’' tai quéc gia nay, ho van khéng thich ung duoc vdi hoan canh mdi. Nho' vao
tai thao vat cua minh, anh Biéu di khéng phai tréi qua nhiing kinh nghiém tu tdng nhu’ vay.
Hé ném nay 1980 t6i tdi tham anh Diéu va Marie tai cén nha cda ho & San Francisco. Khi
céc ban doc nhitng dong chi¥ ndy, vo' chdng ho d tré thanh céng ddn My va anh Diéu han
da nhan duoc chung thu ky su’ chuyén nghiép (Professional Engineer License) roi.,

NGi tom Iai, vao thoi diém ndm 1980 anh Biéu & muc thanh dat ma cdc ban déng khda cua
minh tai truong Lafayette da co duoc tu thap nién 1960s. Anh co mot viéc lam tét voi cong
ty Bechtel Engineering, Iai mot chiéc xe Vega cld di lam va tra xong mot so'tién dat coc kha
I6n d€ mua nha. MOt ky su’ nguoi My thanh vién cda hdi American Tau Beta Pi vdi bang cao
hoc tor M.ILT. sé khdéng thé muoing tudng duoc minh sé chi cé duoc bdy nhiéu khi sap di du
budi hop mdt thir 25 cua khoa minh. Tuy nhién mot ky su’ nguoi My trung binh ciing khéng
c0 diém phic céng hién 17 ndm cudc doi minh dé dong gop vao céng cudc ky nghé hoa cia
Viét Nam nhu anh Biéu dé lam. Thém niia, nguoi ky su” My trung binh ciing khéng phéi b
nudc ra di ma chi duoc cho biét trubc nua tiéng dong hé va phai dé lai hét su’ nghiép cda
minh & lai sau.

Vdi chuc vu Thi? Trudng bé Kinh Té va Téng Gigm B6c Ngdn Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé, anh
Diéu ¢ dia vi quyén thé bén xu anh. Anh duoc biét dén vé tai Idnh dao ndng déng thu hit
duoc ngudn d3u tu ky nghé vdo mot xur'sc dang bi chién tranh tan phd. By gid, moi nd luc
cua anh di tré thanh céng dé trang. Ngéi nha ba tunhg xinh dep cda anh d& bi bién doi
thanh mot trang trai nudi heo.

Hém nay, ngdi trong phong dn nhin déng sdch gido khoa nam ngén ngang trén mat ban,
anh chéc IuGi phén trén vdi giong mia mai: "Thuong PE dang tring phat téi.” Roi anh nhoén
miéng cuoi ndi tiép. "Toi quén rao troi nhithg céng thuc nay roi. Trong thoi gian dai toi d&
lam viéc cua mét nguoi quan tri ngdn hang phat trién di xe Mercedes. B3y gio, ngay ca khi
noi tiéng Anh toi ciing pha giong ngoai quéc vdo. Luc nay that kho cho toi bat kip moi nguoyi
nhung bat budc téi sé phai lam duoc diéu nay.”

Dudi béu troi ndng dm cua tiéu bang California ¢ éng Gerry Brown lam théng déc, anh
Diéu gitt chirc vu phu t3 gigm déc tai Bechtel dé thuc hién mot dur an khd Idn vdi chanh phu
XU Saudi X3y cdt mot phi truong tan tién & Thu dé Riyadh. Vao mot lic nao do anh cd thé
S phdi qua céng truong bén Trung Béng dé lam viéc. Diéu nay s€ gdy nhiéu thur théch cho
Marie. Chi Marie dang co mot cong viéc tét lam c6 vén cho nguoi ty nan tai mot bénh vién
dia phuong trong khi Saudi Arabia qua that khéng phai la thién duong cua nir gidi. Ngoai
méi quan t3m nay ra, anh Biéu I3y lam thoa long vdi hoan canh cda minh. Lén cudi khi
chiing t6i gdp nhau ném 1980, anh Diéu dang chd doi ngay anh nhép tich thanh céng dén
Hoa Ky.

Ho cua anh, khi doc dung theo tiéng Viét, nghe gidng nhu tu "gung-ho, ” mot tiéng long
trong thoi Thé Chién Thu Hai, cd nghia 1a su’ ndng déng cao dd. Anh Biéu luén t6 ra Ia nguoi
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tran d3y nhiét tém, san sang duong du vdi nhitng cbng viéc to tit va cé khd ndng phén
tich sdc bén. Tdi California vdi hai ban tay trdng, anh d3 tao lai cho minh mét cudc doi mdi
tai qué huong thd hai, ma khéng nho vao mot dong tro' cap nao cua chinh phu.

T6i viét bai ndy khéng chi dé ca ngoi ban chét cén cu cua anh Biéu ma con cho cd nudc My,
mot dat nuoc da cho phép mot cudc dor doi nhu’ cua anh co thé xay ra sau khi da phai trai
qua mot kinh nghiém that kinh hoang o Viét Nam.

'Toi that mirng da song sot’
Tac gia Don Sayenga

7O/ d& két ban vdi mot nguoi dén tu Viét Nam trong qua nua doi minh. Cau chuyén bat dau
tir mua thu ném 1952, khi t6i kham pha ra rang cdn phong bén canh nam dudi téng ham
cua Easton Hall t6i tudng la bo tréng dang cd mot sinh vién A Chau tén Khuong Hiu Diéu
séng trong do. Anh sinh vién nam thua’ nhut cua khoa 1956 nay khong noi duoc tiéng Anh
va ¢ cap mat rat sang.

Ngay tu luc dau anh dé duoc chon lam “mascot/linh vat” cho nhifng ban sinh vién nam thu
nhut s6éng trong ky tuc xa. Chung toi day anh chui thé va "khung bo” tinh than anh bang
nhiing tro phd phach quy qudéi. It I3u sau, khi cdc diém hoc téi uu cia anh I&n luot duoc
phat hién, chung téi bat dau cam théy than phuc va nguéng md anh.

Vao thoi do, khi nghe noi tdi Béng Duong téi thuong lién tuong ngay tdi hai nuoc Trung
Hoa va Cao Ly. Su’ ngu dot cda toi nhiéu khi khién toi bi nguong ngung. Giéng nhu da s
nguoi My, téi chua bao gio' nghe tdi cai tén "Nha &i quéc ho Nguyén.” Nhitng lic anh Diéu
dung 1ap lugn cda mgt nguoi ¢o tinh than quéc gia ban luin vé nén doc Iap cda dat nuoc
minh t6i cho do la su” ngo nghéch cua dén A Béng ma khéng nhan ra duoc chinh téi da bi
Churchill "tay ndo” mot cach sau dam.

Vé sau, khi dit nudc cua anh d§ bi chia déi va chdng téi di ra truong t6i mdi thdy su’ hiéu
biét cua t6i vé vén dé Viét Nam hon han nhiing nguoi ddng huong ma toéi gap. Trong ngdy
/€ ra truong, éng R.M. Nixon (Phd Téng Théng My) doc dién vén va khuyén khich ching toi
nén "tinh nguyén di phuc vu & nudc ngoai” va nén noi theo guong nhiing nha "truyén gido
Thién Chua Gigo” dé bdo dam réng "moi nguoi My sé déi ddu duoc vdi nhithg thu théch
dang cho don chdng ta.”

Anh Biéu diu bang cao hoc vé engineering tu M.I.T., Iam viéc mot thoi gian & New York va
nhan viéc lam vdi Exxon roi trd' vé Sai Gon. Sau do anh budc theo con duong kinh doanh.
Trong cung tudn dén My bu John Kennedy lam Téng Théng, anh Biéu cu’ hanh Ié cudi voi
mot phu nit theo dao Thién Chua tén Marie Dinh-thi Bich Chdu. Cling trong luc nay, toi di
bén thép & tiéu bang Florida, réi déi qua ruou Scotch va hoc diéu nhdy "the Twist.” T6i chi
nghi tdi Sai Gon nhur la mét dia diém di nghi maét ma théi, Hai 6ng Ngé Dinh Diém, Kennedy,
cdc ¢6 vén cua ho va dp luc cia chinh tri quéc t€ d§ thay déi moi su. Exxon tuc thi to’ bo
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nhiing du tinh cua ho & Sai Gon. Anh Diéu gilp t6 chic mot céng ty san xudt duong trong
vung dong bang séng Mekong va dam nhan chuc vu giam doc ky thudt cua cong ty nay
trong ba nam. Con s6 nhan vién nguoi My lam viéc & Viét Nam tang vot tu’ 685 ngay 5 thang
5, 1960, tdi hon nua triéu trong tam nam sau do. Hai 6ng Ngé binh Diém va Kennedy bi
am sat trong cung mot thang va nhithg nguoi k€ nhiém ho da gia tang viéc My tham du
vao chién tranh Viét Nam nhur thé khéng con kiém sodt duoc niza.

T6i duoc gdp anh Biéu hai 15n trong giai doan nay tuy theo nhiing thay doi trong chuc vu
anh dam nhén: Nam 1965 anh thanh Iap Trung Tam Khuéch Truong Ky Nghé va trong nam
sau anh lam phu ta B Truong Kinh Té cua chanh phu Mién Nam Viét Nem. Anh hai lan dai
dién dat nudc minh tai nhitng budi hop cua Ngén Hang Thé Gidi tai My. Trong thang Muoi
nam 1966 anh trd lai khuén vién nha truong & Easton va duoc to bao The Alumnus phong
vén. Mot trong nhiing 107 phat biéu cua anh 1a: "Nguoi My bdy gio’ mudn dung Viét Nam dé
chung minh cho ca thé gidi thdy rang sau nhiing vu trai bom cua B-52 ho sé khéng chi chup
18y nhitng va Ii cua ho roi cuén goi ra di ma con mudn thuc hién nhifng cong trinh xdy dung
nia.”

Nhifng nam k€ tiép dem lai cho t6i nhiéu bat djinh, phan van va suy tu'vé van dé Vét Nam.
Anh Diélu d§ tdm sur vdi t6i vé éng Au Truong Thanh, mot kinh té gia xuét séc va liém khiét.
Ong nay duoc coi 1a nguoi cd thé tring cd’ téng théng vao théng 9 ném 1967. Téi thét that
vong khi biét éng ta da bi loai ra khoi danh sach ung cur vién réi bi cdng an bat giam. Tém
hén téi ciing bi nhidu dang co khi duoc hiéu biét thém vé nhitng tac dung cda bom chum,
dan mdi tén, ddy kém gai, thudc khai quang, va mot vai loai khi' gidi ban quan su”’ khac duoc
dem ra thu’ nghiém dé tiéu diét quan du kich.

Nguoc lai, toi cling nhadn duoc nhiéu cam hung khi nghi tdi guong ding cam cua hai quén
trung td Stratton. Téi tung trao doi y kién vdi nhiing ngudi My chéng cdng cd 18p truong di
tr chu truong déi bom nguyén ta’ xuéng Ha Noi t6i mua ruou Gallo dé uéng. Ngoai ra, toi
ciing duoc biét nhiing nhom nguoi My co Idp luén hoan toan trai nguoc lai di tu thai cuc
nay dén thai cuc kia.

Trong lic dd, sudt 17 ném rong rg, anh Biéu c6 gédng hét suc dé bién chuong trinh ky nghé
hda dat nudc minh thanh hién thuc. Anh con cho xdy mét buc tuong bang bao cat trong
nha dé phong ngua nhiing cudc phdo kich bat ngo vao thanh phd. Anh trénh dinh liu tdi
cac hoat ddng chinh tri va chi chd tdm vao viéc viét cac bai dé ding bao hodc thu t. Ngoai
ra anh con diéu hanh quy tai tro' phat trién ky nghé va tham du té chic Asian Productivity
Organization gém 14 nudc hdi vién. Anh khdng quén chdm nom khu vuon xinh dep kiéu A
Dbéng trong nha cua minh. Vao dadu nam nay, anh thdy ré nguoi My dang chup /8y nhiing
va li cda ho dé'ra di va céng trinh lam viéc trong 17 ném truong cia anh d§ trd thanh con
SO khong.

CO thé lic nay anh hdy con séng tai Sai Gon néu khdéng cd ban tay thdn ky cua s6 phan.
Trudc nhat anh la mot trong nhiftng nguoi dau tién nhéan thdy nguoi My khdng co mot quy
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hoach téng thé nao dé di tan nhitng nguoi ban Viét Nam cda ho. Anh cé mét ngudi chéu
gdl la céng dén My va duo’c nguoi chéng cua cé ta séng tai Sai Gon cho biét rdang vdi tu
cach la cdu anh khong duoc coi la ba con rudt thit cua cé ta. Do do, tén anh khong duoc
ghi vao danh sach nhitng nguoi duoc di tan cua toa dai su’ My.

Vao khodng déu thang tu, anh duoc t& Newsweek phong vén. Anh ndm I8y co hdi nay dé
phat biéu y nghi cua minh va cho biét khd ndng chuyén mén cua anh ¢ thé duoc chénh
quyén cong san dung nhung vdi tu’ cach la chu tich Hoi Viét My s6°mang cua anh sé khéng
duoc bao dam. To Newsweek dang bai phong vén trong s6 ngay 21 thang tu’' vdi dong chir
chinh: "Khuong Hiu Diéu la nhdn vat Viét Nam nguoi My ¢ thé chi vao mot céch hénh
aién.”

Khéng duoc bdo trudc, tén anh Biéu va Marie duoc dot ngdt ghi vao danh séch di tan ngay
hém sau. Anh chi cé 30 phit dé xdach mot cdp nhd 1én mdy bay di chuyén ti mot trai ty
nan & California. Vao ngay 1 thang ném, ding mot ngay sau ngay mién Nam sup dé. Anh
dg phai bo lai nha cua, xe cd, dé quy gid trong nha va toan thé chuong trinh ky nghé hoa
dang sau minh. Mot tam hinh chup anh xdch cai cdp budc ta mdy bay xudng duoc co quan
AP phé bién réng réi vao ngay 6 thang ném 1975 vdi 167 ghi chd: “Von ven chi con bdy nhiéu
thor,”

Anh Biéu va Marie séng trong trai ti nan duoc 30 ngdy. La mot trong s6 nhitng nguti diu
tién dat chén tdi do, anh Diéu da tuc khac dung nhiing khd néng dic biét cua minh gilp
Thuy Quéan Luc Chién My thiét Iap mot ha tang co sd diéu hanh cac hoat dong trong trai.
Anh d§ bé hét thi gic' vao céng viéc do. Biéu nay dua tdi "dung cham” vdi Phd Téng Théng
Ky khi éng ta dén sau va doi dugc biét déi. Ong ta cam thdy bi xdc pham khi bi anh Diéu
déi xu’ vdi 6ng nhu’ moi nguoi khdc. (It 13u sau vu viéc nay anh Biéu bi mét nhém béng
dang cua Ky trong trai hanh hung.)

Vao thoi diém nay, mot 18n nifa cd ban tay cua sé phén can thiép. Bt chdp cdc c6 géng
gitp d& cda cac ban nguoi My (ké ca Dick Wilson khda 1956) nhung con ria hanh chanh
khdng cho phép anh xuat trai som. Bat chot, mot nguoi hoan toan xa la xudt hién. Mot an
nhan tén la Roy Muehlberger séng J thanh phd Santa Barbara tinh co thdy hinh cda anh
trén nhiéu to bdo J Los Angeles. Ong ta dich than dén trai ty nan, khudt phuc moi thu tuc
hanh chanh dé hoan tét thu tuc bao tro' anh Diéu, Marie, nguoi chau gai, chau trai va ba
nguoi con nhé cda ho rdi kiém nha & dé dua ho ra. Ong Muehlberger don anh Biéu vé nha
minh vdi y dinh gidp anh kiém viéc lam.

Du bi 16m véo caénh khén cung trang tay & tudi 44 nhung anh Diéu t6 ra khdng chit son
long. Anh hy vong réi s€ kiém duoc viéc lam voi mot cong ty da quéc gia biét tan dung kha
néng chuyén mén trong Idnh vuc tai chanh va phét trién quéc té cua minh. Anh du tinh sé
di kiém viéc lam tai nudc My chd’ khéng co y dinh séng canh an bam & nho. Kha nang noi
tiéng Phap lul lodt cda anh cd thé to ra rét hitu dung tai nhiéu noi trén thé gidi.
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Theo suy nghi cua ca nhén t6i, anh Diéu cd thé duoc coi la hién thén cho cdi trdch nhiém
XU’ My chiing ta phai ganh nhan. Pa s6 ddn ching nudc anh khdéng chon thé ché dan chu
cua Hoa Ky d& thanh hinh ta’ gén 200 nam trudc. Thay vao do ho da quyét dinh di theo mé
hinh cua Péng Au mdi ra doi cach dé y 50 ném. Péi vdi thiéu sé nhu anh Khuong Hil Dié,
khda 1956, chon di theo mé hinh cua Hoa Ky, chung ta cdn danh cho ho mét ché ding
trong x4 héi ndy. Nhung thai dd cda anh lai hoan toan khac hén. Anh khang dinh: "Chang
ali ng nén gi téi ca. Toi thdy vui mung khi da séng sot.”

%
X X

T6i may man va sung sudng c6 dugc Dick Wilson va Don Sayenga vUra la ban, vira |a anh
em nhu rudt thit bén Phuong Tay.
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San Francisco, Mai Am Gia Dinh

Cuoc dgi mai noi Tan Thé Gidi

Ngoi nha la giang son,
La noi tru an an toan cua ca nhan!

Khu trung tam San Francisco, nhin tu’ Twin Peaks


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twin_Peaks_(San_Francisco,_California)
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SU'BOI BOT CUA TOI NAM 1975
Tu' mét con nhdng trong trai ti nan bién hinh thanh con budm J& Tén Thé Gidi

Ngay 30 thang 4, 2015 s€ luon la mot ngay quan trong va gay nhiéu cam xuc trong toi vi
n6 danh dau ky niém thir 40 ngay Sai Gon thdt tha. Cling vao ngay nay, 40 nam trudc, toi
da s6ng qua mot su AOI POT dau ddn, ai bi va nhidu thir thach nhit trong cudc séng. Do
v6i hang triéu dong bao t6i, “Thang Tu Pen” chinh |3 thdi diém ho phai rdi bé qué cha déat
td di kiEm mot gdc trdi nao dé trén trai dat ndy dé tranh canh phai séng dudi ché dé cdng
san. Cling nhu ho, hai chung toi phai tir bd ngdi nha am cling vdi nhiéu ky niém & Sai Gon
va nép sdng theo truyén théng phuong Déng dé€ phiéu luvu don nhan s6 phan tha huong
day bat trac, vo vong, vdi hai ban tay trang, khong cong an viéc lam, khé tudng tugng dugc
khi & trong trai ti nan cta Thdy quan Luc Chién Marine Camp Pendleton tai ti€u bang
California. Marie va t6i da bat dau cudc séng mdi & Tan Thé Gidi trong tinh huéng am dam
nhu vy va chinh vao llc dé, ti da hiéu mét cach thdm thia y nghia ciu “vat déi sao ddi.”
“bong la Bong, Tay la Tay.” Cudc sdng bén kia bd Thai Binh Dudng hoan toan xa la véi vg
chdng chidng toi.

Sau khi dugc hudng ba mugi bay ndm trgi hanh phdc & mién Nam thi chiing t6i phai lia xa
qué huang. Bau con thay dugc nhitng nét mat thueng yéu clia ba ma, chid bac, anh chi em,
anh em ho, chau trai va chau gai. Ludn ca ban be nifa. Ching t6i da bi bing goc tir mién
dat A Chau c6 kinh d€ dugc trong lai trén Chau My tré trung. Ching tdi tirng nghe ciu néi
“giau sang nghéo” trudc day nhung dau ngd dé lai la tinh canh cua chidng t6i lic nay! Dau
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vay, vg chong chung t6i dudc thoat chét va con khoe manh. La ngudi lac quan, toi chi coi
hoan nan nay nhu la mét thir thach tam thdi ma théi. TU lau rdi, chdng t6i da quen sdng
theo cach “lua com gdp mam” va nhS do da vuon Ién dudc dinh dbi. Gig day, ching toi
phai nhd va s6ng lai kinh nghiém dé. TUr mét con nhdng, ching t6i sé bién thanh con buém
bay cao.

Nén kinh t€ My ndm 1975 khdng méay sang stia nén trién vong kiém dugc viéc lam & viing
lan can cta Camp Pendleton va Santa Barbara khong |3y gi lam khich Ié. Ching t6i quyét
dinh dgi I1én VUng Vinh San Francisco 6 mién Bac dé tim viéc lam.

Bam ré méi ¢ San Francisco, ndi tot nhirt cia mién Tay Hoa Ky

San Francisco va chiéc cdu Golden Gate Bridge luc binh minh

Mot lan nita, do dinh ménh hay s6 phén Thugng D€ da dua cht’mg toi dén dinh cu tai San
Francisco, thanh phd tot nhit cia mién Tay nudc My Lam sao va tai sao lai nhu vay? Kh|
con & Camp Pendleton, ching t6i dugc dua qua san bay j _/larme@m' e
quan su EL\ TpRO d‘e dL\I’(_)’C chulyen-‘f]en tra\u. Fprt Ch\affg§ AIR STATI ON
Arkansas, vi cang ngay cang qua nhiéu ngudi ti nan tu Viet
Nam dugc dua téi mién duyén hai Thai Binh Duong. Trai toi
3 da qua dong. Nhd may man, chuyén bay cua toi da day
ngudi va chung toi dudc dua tra vé trai cli. Hom nay, ngoi
ngh lai, tdi khdng hiéu cudc s8ng clia Marie va tdi sé ra sao
néu bira dé ching toéi da phai dap chuyén bay di Arkansas!

Can ar khong quan E/ Toro

Sau vai thang s6ng vdi gia dinh ngudi bao trg, t6i gap mot khach hang cili cia Ngan Hang
Phat Trién Ky Nghé Viét Nam 1a é6ng Huynh Trung L&p, nay da qua ddi, tai San Francisco.
Ong tra t6i 500 Dollars mét thang dé gilip éng lam tha tuc vay 100,000 Dollars loai uu dai
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clia Bank of America. Muc dich nhdm d€ m& mdt quan an Phédp “La Cabane” trén dudng
sang trong Union Street.

Tién thué nha cuda toi luc do la 200 Dollars mdi thdng trong khu Parkmerced. Noi ndy trudc
day 1a mot khu ray trong atisé nén du dat d€ xay cdng vién, vudn tugc, san tennis... Dudng
nhu Thugng D& danh cho chiing téi mét nai trd 8n thoai mai. Marie va t6i cdm thay tim
dugc mét chdn nugng than thanh binh. That kho ta dugc cam giac ctia minh khi s6ng trong
mot cdn nha tréng trai khdng c6 ban ghé gi ca, chi tra troi cd san go thdi. T6i nhé mai canh
hop mat vdi khoang chuc ban cli ¢ Sai Gon tai “can nha mdi” clia chung t6i. Ca chu lan
khach déu ngdi “dudi dat” dung dia gidy va diia tre d€ &n com tdi.

D6 dung t6i mua dau tién la chiéc ddng hd bdo thirc dang gid 10 Dollars dé di lam ding
gid. Vung Vinh co nhiéu chg trdi rat tién Igi. Xom chg trdi Alameda, & bén kia bd Vinh, la
ngudn cung cap nhitng dé dung t6i can vai gia that thap cho “can nha mdi” cla chung toi:
5 cents cho moi con dao, muong nia, vai dollars cho n6i niéu soang chao, mét Dollar cho
moi chi€c quan jeans hay o sc mi... Mén hang mac nhdt t6i mua la cai ban vudng bang go
nang va chac gia 35 Dollars. Ban nay dugc dung lam nai an com, lam viéc, hoc bai va ludn
thé dé tiép khach. Pay ding la mét ddu tu hitu ich va da dung!

Marie dang hoc bai noi ban duy nhut tai “nha mdi” cua chung téi nam 1975

Vai thang sau, ho sc vay tién mé nha hang dudc chap thuan va toi cling ki€ém dugc mot
viéc mdi vdi cong ty ky thudt khdng 16 Bechtel Inc. ndm trong trung tdm thanh phS San
Francisco. Moi ngay toi 1ay xe bus di lam. V3i dong luagng mdi du da hon, chdng t6i mua xe
hai dau tién: chiéc Chevrolet Vega station wagon, vira ré tién, tién ich, chi phi bao tri thap
va ly tudng dé di camping vao cudi tudn hay ngay nghi.

MOt hdm, ching t6i cdm trai tai mot dia diém tdt gan Pacific Coast Highway 1. Ching toi
dang ngu ngon gidc trong “sleeping bags” bén trong chiéc station wagon thi mot tiéng dong
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la va 18n tir mui xe khién ching t6i hoang sd. That may khéng cd Viét Cdng Ian quan nai
day. Chung téi mong dgi cho mau sang. Tdi luc dd, ching t6i kham pha ra chiéc xe dinh
day dau chan bun cua mot con “raccoon.” Trong dém, chinh nd la thu pham da cay thung
tr{r lanh dé€ thudng thic khéi “roast beef” & bén trong!

Chuing t6i hai 1dng véi cudc séng & San Francisco nhd cé céc thirc 3n A Dong da dang va
bau khong khi qudc té cua nd. Tai thanh phd tot nhit mién Tay nudc My, ching toi thay
day ddng 1a tu diém cia nén “van hdéa dung diia” (Trung hoa, Nhat Ban, Pai Han va Viét
Nam.)

DPat nudc “Co HGi” da dem lai cho t6i nhiéu bat ngd, gitp toi song mot cudc ddi thodi mai,
it lo au. Siéu thi Asian Sunset Supermarkets toa lac gan hai tiém Lucky va Safeway rat ti€n
Igi va cho phép t6i tha ho chon lua cac thirc an cla hai phugng Bong va Tay. Khi con & bén
nha t6i khéng hé biét nau an hay tai lui nha bép. Phan déng cac gia dinh trung luu cé ngudi
bép trong nha. O’ Sai Gon, nha bép ndi lién véi nha trén cda tdi bang mot hanh lang ¢ mai
che. Bay gid, tai Tan Thé Gidi, t6i can thich nghi vdi I8i séng mdi. Toi hi€u rang trong sudt
quang ddi con lai, toi sé khdng bao gid cd mot ngudi bép nira. Bong thdi, Marie va t6i, da
cb thoi quen an nhirng moén ngon miéng tai Vung Vinh. Giai phap le va gon nh(t la ching
tdi hoc cach tu' ndu dn Idy. Thé la chung téi cung luc tao cho minh mét “hobby”, mét thu
vui mdi. Trong moi s6 bao thir tu clda td San Francisco Chronicle, “Ellis the Butcher” day
cach chon thit ngon véi gid ré. Chdng han nhu di sm t&i chg Safeway hay Lucky dé€ chon
mua steak loai thdp nhut la “chuck blade.” Phan gilta miéng thit lam steak rat ngon trong
khi phan con lai ding d& ndu mdn thit kho. Méi sédng th(r tu, trang day ndu &n ciing déng
tai mot vai cdng thic ndu &n chon loc. NhG thudng xuyén tap ndu, chdng bao 1au, Marie va
t6i da trg thanh hai tay dau bép tai gia “c6 hang.” Thém nifa, ti c6 nau lai nhirng mon an
dac sdc nh(t ma 6ng bép cua ching t6i ¢ Sai Gon da cho ching t6i thudng thdc. Ong nay
la nhan vién vé huu cua cong ty hang hai Phap “Messageries Maritimes” c6 lam bép trén
tau chay dudng Sai Gon-Marseilles. (xin xem Chugng 22. Am Thuc Trong D&i T6i)

V& am nhac, qua nhut bao Chronicle, Marie va t6i may mdn mua dugc mét dén ducng cam
con that tot hiéu Steinway ciia mot nhac si My s6ng trong Chinatown. Ong ta ky dugc mot
giao keo lam viéc & Hollywood va ban lai cho chiing t6i chi€c dGn piano con tot véi gia 2,500
Dollars. Pay la vat dat tién nhit trong nha chiing téi. Ching tdi gap nhiéu kho khén cling
v6i ngudi don nha chuyén nghiép dé dua ddn ra khéi cdn nha trén [au hai nho hep cuta dng.
Bay gid Marie may man cd piano dé tap dugt roi.

Khi lam viéc tai Bechtel, t6i quen dudc hai ban than mdi la Stan Tull va Ted Paul. Trong thdi
chién, ky su’ Stan c6 qua Viét Nam mdt thdi gian ngdn dé& 18p mét hé thdng lién lac cho
khéng quan My. Riéng Ted, Dai-ta Hai Quan, phuc vu trong mot cong trinh xay cat cia dan
vi Seabees, Hai Quan Hoa Ky, tai phi truGng Tan San Nhat. Téi nhd rd |€ Giang Sinh 1975
dau tién bén My that c6 dan, khong ba con than thugc. Ong Paul mai hai ching toi véi ban
cua chudng téi la bac si Hudn t&i nha an mirng Ié Noel véi gia dinh 6ng ta. Toi rat xdc dong
trudc cr chi da@m am va hiéu khach cla 6ng.
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Mot su' triing hgp bt ngd 13 hai cép vg chdng Paul va ching tdi cr hanh hdn 1& trong cling
mot ngay. K& tir ndm 1976 cho tSi nay, hang ndm chiing tdi déu &n ming chung ky niém
ngay cudi. Ngudi My cd cau tuc nglr “A friend in need is a friend indeed” ddng la “c6 ban
khi kho - ban dé mdi than.”

Picnic vdi Dot va Ted tai Sonoma Vineyard va Angel Island
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Mdi ndm, chiing t6i chon mdt nha hang ngon méi trong Ving Vinh dé& &n mirng. Ted va Dot
cé villa dep & San Raphael, Ca, va mot chiéc thuyén may kha tot v&i nhirng can phong va
nha bép day du tién nghi. Cé Ian ching t6i dung khai vi “Champagne vdi foie gras” trén
chiéc thuyén bo neo tai khu San Francisco Marina trudc khi di téi nha hang Tau Mandarin
danh tiéng & Ghiradelli Square d€ duing com t6i. Ching tdi dgt mén vit quay Bac Kinh dugc
nha binh bat sanh diéu Herb Caen cua t& San Francisco Chronicle cho diém la ngon nh(t
trong ving. Lan khac chlng tdi chon quén ndi ti€ng “Auberge du Soleil” & Napa c6 dau bép
lirng danh Masa ndu. Nam sau do, chiing t6i tdi tiém an Manka xinh xdn va thd méng nam
an minh trén ngon d6i c6 nhiéu nghé si & Inverness cla ti€u bang California. Mén an dac
biét ciia quan nay la ngong quay cua Dirc. Nam nay, 2015, Dot vdng mat vi phai don nha
di Seattle d€ séng gan Cindy, con gai cla ba va cling 1a mét dai ta trong Hai Quan Hoa Ky.

Vg chong Stan va Ursula Tull, cling thong cam tinh canh c¢6 dan va ti nan cua chdng toi
sdng trong mot thanh phd xa la nén nhiéu [an ¢ mdi chlng tdi t&i nha dung com. D& ching
t6i dugc thoai mai, vg chong nay cling mdi hai vi than sinh cia Marie tr Phap qua tham
ching toi di theo luén thé. Ngudi anh song sinh cua tdi tén QUi va hai con la Philippe va
Sabine s6ng bén Paris cling co dip di trén thuyén buém cla Stan dé chiém ngudng viing
Vinh San Francisco tuyét dep. Toi cling rat vui moi khi danh tennis véi Stan va cac ban cua
Stan trén san & Tiburon, Ca.

Trén thuyén buém cua Stan
trong Vung Vinh San Francisco

‘ F e =T ,;ﬂ‘;* |

Cung Ursula va Stan J Falls Church, VA bi picnic & California vdi Stan va Ruth

= >~
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Dung com toi cung anh Huon tai nha Ursula va Stan J Sausalito

il

Marie va théan sinh tai nha cua Stan Bira com téi c@ mon Idu & nha chung tj, S F

Puong nhién 13 Marie va tdi thich tra I& va mdi cdc ban chling toi dén nhitng nha hang Tau
ngon nhdt ctia San Francisco. Khi Stan va Ursula don di Falls Church trong tiéu bang Virginia,
Marie, toi va anh Huén c6 dén tham ho tai nha mdi. Chung t6i cing nhau thudng thirc mét
bira an vui vé dac biét co cua 10t “soft shell blue crabs” & Annapolis, Chesapeake Bay. Gan
day mot chuyén dang quy va déc dao da xay dén cho toi: Stan, ménh danh con mot sach,
da thuyét phuc toi nén cam but viét cuén hdi ky ndy vi anh nghi tdi cd nhiéu diéu tha vi dé
k€ lai vai ddc gia va viéc viét lach chdng bénh Alzheimer néu cé clia ngudi gia. Chinh Stan
da tu nguyén gilp toéi hoan tat cudén sach duy nhit cua ddi téi va cua ho Khuang Hitu.
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S6ng trong can phong thué chua bao giG mang lai cho toi cam tudng dang cu’ ngu dudi mot
“mai 8m gia dinh.” Sau ba ndm lam viéc cuc nhoc, ching toi tiét kiém dugc da tién dé nghi
tdi viéc mua nha. Viéc ndy kha gay go vi b4t déng san & California ndi tiéng ddt nhit nudce
My trong khi & San Francisco gia nha lai cao nh(t California. Tai sao vay? Cau tra Igi that
don gian: doé chi vi luat cung cau ma thoi. Trén thé gigi hién c6 1,400,000,000 nguGi Hoa
sinh s6ng & luc dia cong thém 40,000,000 nguGi khac tai hai ngoai. Nhiing con s thdng ké
chinh thifc gan day cho thdy moi ndm hang tram ngan ngudGi Hoa kha gia da@ mua nha &
khap ngi trén thé gidi - nh(t la tai Hoa Ky va San Francisco lai la mét trong nhitng nai ho
ua thich hon ca nhd sy’ 8n dinh chinh tri, dSi s6ng thoai mai va an toan. Ddc biét la vé van
dé gido duc cta con cai ho. Néu mudn, ho cd thé s6ng mot cach dé dang tai Chinatown ma
chi can ndi ti€éng Hoa thoi.

Cua chanh vao San Francisco Chinatown

San Francisco Chinatown 13 khu phd ngudi Hoa sinh sdng 16n nhat bén ngoai A chau va lau
dGi nhit tai Bac My. Du khach tdi San Francisco cling thuGng ua thich di tham viéng khu
nay. Thanh phd San Francisco ba mat giap bién con mat thir tu’ gidp Daly City. Vi thé s& nha
ndi day ludn ludn bi gidi han trong khi s6 cau luon lubn gia tang. Thém vao dod, gia nha tai
dia phuong khong tuy thudéc may vao tinh trang kinh té€ cia nudc My. Vi sao? Ngudi Hoa ua
mua nha & San Francisco vi cuc séng noi nay thich hgp véi ho va Hoa Ky la mét nuéc phap
tri. Ngoai ra, tién cta ngudi Hoa Hai Ngoai da nam san trong cac truang muc & ngoai qudc
hay tai San Francisco r6i. Trong lGc ngudi dan ban x(r phai thudng lugng vay tién mua nha
v6i ngan hang thi ngudi Hoa Hai Ngoai cd thé tra tién mat va ddi khi, néu can, ho con tra
cao han gia rao ban cta chu nha nira.

MOt [An nifa, s6 tdi may man nén nha lai tim dén t6i. Tai sao? MOi cudi tudn téi chai tennis
vGi anh Hv Hudn, Lg Thi va Nb Can tai Parkmerced. Danh xong, anh Hudn va Thi thudng
t&i nha t6i dung com trua. MGt hdm, anh Thi cho t6i biét nguGi anh em ho cla Thi tén Dq
HAng, cuu tdng lanh sy Viét Nam & San Francisco, mudn ban ngdi nha cua anh ta va don
vé San Jose. Ngay turc khdc, chiing toi lam gidy td va hoan tat tha tuc ky quy. Cai may cua
toi 1a nha ndy hoi du tiéu chudn rat quan trong 1a “dia thé, dia thé va dia thé.”
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Ngdbi nha mdi cda toi co mdi tén do chi vao
trong khéng anh cua San Francisco - Lan
trang la song chay dai theo bai bién

o CO thé anh ban lam ngoai giao cla téi biét cach

chon ndi thuén tién dé€ s6ng. Ngdi nha clia anh
H6ng gan khu thuong mai Lake Shore, khu ring
cay khuynh diép Stern Grove cé trinh dién ca
nhac ngoai trdi trong mua he, trung tdm mua
sam sang trong Stonetown Galleria va ba con
dudng Vicente-Noriega-Irving dugc coi la cac
khu ph6 Tau nho. Phuang tién chuyén chd cong
cdng chi cach nha mét bloc, con by bién Thai
Binh Dudng cling ké can. Gan bén, cé trudng
Lowell Highschool that ndi tiéng. Vi tat ca su
tién Igi vira k&, Marie va toi quyét dinh 6 gitr
ngdi nha nay dé s6ng Iic vé huu cang lau cang
tot. Bac biét han ca la nai day, khi hau am diu
quanh nam. Moi su déu ding nhu y chlng toi
mong moi. Trong bdn mudi nam trgi, khéng co
moOt nha nao bi an trom trong khu ching t6i &.

MOt may man khac da dén vai chiing téi. Ching
t6i vira mua nha xong la c6 mot ngudi hang xém
G Parkmerced stra soan don nha di San Diego.
NgugGi nay dé nghi ban toan bd ban ghé trong

nha cho ching toi véi gia 400 Dollars théi. Ngay tirc khac, cac ban ti nan cda téi chat nhirng
dd dac dé 1én mui xe clia ho d€ chd dén nha méi cach dé khoang mét ddm Anh. Chang bao
ldu sau ngdi nha cla tdi d& bién thanh t& &m. Nhan day, téi cling xin ndi thém la cdn nha &
Riverton cla ching toi con cd gia tri vé lich st nita. NguGi chu ci la nhi€p anh gia Joe

Rosenthal, ngudGi da chup birc anh dung c
Chién.

3 ndi tiéng & Iwo Jima trong thdi D& Nhi Thé

X | .~'~ '\;\ N e 9 ~ .
i ?, e L‘e:;"." Wy SN Al SN

Dung cd d Iwo Jima, do Joe Rosenthal chup/anh Associated Press
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Toi xin trd lai vdi cudc s6ng ndi ngbi nha mdi. Bung la chién tranh la dia nguc con hoa binh
la dia dang. Chung t6i da dung phong khach & tang trét dé lam nai trd ngu cho nhiéu dot
ngudi ty nan. Ca thay la chin dgt. C& sau khoang mét ném, moi nhom tr§ nén ty tlc dugc
rdi don ra ngoai d&€ nhudng cho cho nhdm sau. Thugng D& dudng nhu c6 tudng thudng va
ban cho chdng t6i dugc khée manh va an vui.

Viéc lam & Bechtel, gi6ng nhu tai nhiéu cong ty My khac, cé nhiéu cdng thang va tranh dua.
Giai phap cla t6i dé dugc s6ng an vui la dén gan Thién Nhién cang nhiéu cang tét trong
nhirng ngay cudi tuan. T6i da hoc dugc diéu nay trong mét I6p vé van chugng Phap vao
ndm 1950 tai Lycée Yersin. Luc dé toi lam quen vdi van hao lang man Lamartine va thudc
long cau tha clia 6ng: «La nature est la qui t'invite et qui t'aime» «Nhung thién nhién hién
do, kéu mdi va triu mén...»

D6 la phuong cach hitu hiéu “gitp” t6i “thanh than” khi tinh than bi cdng thang nai s@ lam.
Tuy nhién IUc nay toi nhan thay co su khac biét trong Iong khi budc chan vao s&: O bén
nha, téi lam viéc d&€ déng gop vao su’ phat trién mé mang cho dat nudc budn khé clia minh.
Lic d6 déng co thic day tdi la ldng yéu nudc va tinh than hing say, nhiét tinh. Bay gi& toi
lam viéc cho mot phi trudng ngoai quoc & thu do Riyadh xa la clia x&r Saudi Arabia rat giau
cd. T6i phai ran stc lam viéc d€ xirng dang véi dong luong tdi nhan nhung téi khdng con
Iira thiéng mot thdi da ruc sédng trong 10ng téi khi 1am viéc phuc vu cho x(r s nghéo khd
clia minh. Thdng thdn ma ndi, vao nhirng lic do, t6i co cam tudng toi la tén linh danh thué
chdng khac gi ngudi linh L& Ducng clia Phap di danh nhau nai dat khach qué ngudi.

Vao nam nay, toi thdy minh & trong tinh canh hi hitru da séng qua ba mugci bay nam tai mot
dat nudc kém mé mang trong thdi chién bén A Chau va bdn mudi bay ndm & Hoa Ky tan
ti€n khong con phai chiu cdnh mau Itra trong i nira. T6i thac méc tu hoi yéu t6 nao da lam
ndy sinh su’ khac biét trong hai nép séng dd. Cau giai dap that dé hiéu: dé chinh la niém
vui théa dugc thd khdng khi tu do va doc 1ap hang ngay. Ti du nhu’ ndm nay la ndm ky niém
lan th& 40 ngay Mién Nam bi mat vao tay cong san. Toi cé viét mot bai bao gdi tG San Jose
Mercury News chi trich ndng né hanh dong hac am cua Henry Kissinger, mot chinh tri gia
con s6ng ndi tiéng day quyén uy va cling 1a cvu Tdng trudng Ngoai giao va CS van An ninh
Qudc gia. (xin coi Chuang 18.) T6i khong chit e ngai sé bi mot stirc manh chinh tri nao trirng
phat ca. Day chinh 1a mét bang chitng hiing hdn vé quyén tu do phét biéu cia nudc MJ.
Trong s6 bado ngay 30 thang tu, 2015 t& bdo & San Jose da cho in toan thé bai bao tdi viét
v3i hang tit: "Kissinger's Betrayal: he sold out South Vietnam in the 1973 Paris Accords" hay
“Su’ Phan trdc cla Kissinger: 6ng ta da ban dirng Mién Nam Viét Nam trong Hoa udc Ba 1é
nam 1973.” Ngay t0 bao nay ciling khdng sg bi hdm hai chi ca. Dugi con mat t6i, mot lan
nifa, day 1a bang chlrng séng ddng clia quyén tu’ do phat biéu va quyén tu do béo chi. Hién
nhién 1a mét viéc lam nhu vay cd thé sé dua téi su' am hai, trd thu & nhiéu qudc gia khac
trén thé gidi.

TGi day, t6i xin trd lai dé tai dgi song ty nan cua t6i. Toi 1y lam han hoan khi nghi tdi viéc
t6i dudc tan hudng tu do cho tdi cuGi dGi minh tai dat nudc nay. T6i cam ta Thugng DE da
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dua téi t&i bd bén nay thay vi mot noi nao khac. NhG kinh nghiém cla chinh minh ma toi
biét dugc noi day la dat nudc cha “Co Hoi.” Khi d&t chan tdi trai ty nan, tdi hoan toan tréng
tay nhung nhG lam viéc siéng ndng va lugng thién ma hai vg chong toi dugc hudng cudc
ddi vé huu thoai mai ngoai sirc tudng tugng clia minh. Bucng nhién, t6i cling nhan xét thay
mot s6 ngudi lam dung hé thong phuc Igi xa hdi cia My nhung thé hé sau ho da té ra siéng
nang hon. Tdi biét khi dua ra y ki€n nhu vay cd thé gy ra nhiéu tranh cdi va cd phan dinh
ki€n nai t6i nhung t6i da nhiéu lan thay dan trong nhdm “van hda dung diia” nhu Nhat, Dai
Han, Viét Nam va Trung Hoa hoc hanh cling nhu lam viéc cdn cu hon. Khi hanh déng nhu
vay, ho déng gop mot cach tich cuc cho Bat Nudc Tu' Do da cuu mang ho cung véi cac dan
tdc khac dén tir nhiéu ching toc, ton gido va van hda dé cho moi ngudi cd co hdi dugc séng
cling nhau trong cdm théng va sung tdc. Ti cdu mong nhifng nhdm thi€u s6 khac sé chdm
dut viéc lam dung hé thong an sinh xa hoi da bi qua tai cla chdng ta.

Nh& cong viéc kha virng & Bechtel nén tinh trang tai chanh ctda ching toi kha quan han.
Lan d&u tién trong cudc sdng mdi, tdi cam thay dudgc an toan va tu tin d€ khdi su thiét 1ap
cho minh mét con dudng dua téi nép song vui théa. N6 cling don gian thoi:

1. Gilr gin stfc khée nhd tap déu dan vé thé xac cling nhu tinh than va 8n udng day du chét
bd;

2. Lam viéc va tiét kiém, s6ng cudc ddi can kiém;

3. Vui vé vGi ban be va ba con. Giao thiép tot dep v8i ngudi chung quanh minh;

4. Bat c lic nao lam dudc, nén ludon song vdi thién nhién;

5. Lam vuan;

6. Chon mot thd vui lau dai nhu viét lach, nau an...

Toi bao tin cho dai gia dinh sGng bén Phap biét ve tinh trang &n dinh cda toi va mdi moi
ngudi qua tham ching t6i. Pong thdi ching tbi hira sé cd san mét phong khach danh riéng
cho ho khi ho dén. Nhitng ban cii Sai Gon ctia chiing tdi cling nhdn dugc I18i mdi. Toi dé y
thdy San Francisco la mét dia diém du lich dugc nhiéu ngudi ngoai quéc ua thich. Thuc vy,
thanh ph6 ndy c6 nhiéu uu diém 13m. Tuy déan s6 & day chua t&i mét triéu ngudi, thanh phé
ven bién nay cé nhiéu diém hdp dan nhu — nha hang tam c8 qudc té, bao tang vién, hoi
chg, lé hoi am nhac, thanh phan dan cu quan trong c6 hoc thic cao va hoat dong kinh té
dudc cai tién. San Francisco xirng dang dudc xép vao thanh thi t6t nhit trong ndm 2012
ndi trang web clia Businessweek.com. Viéc xép hang dua vao nhirng tiéu chuan giai tri nhu:
s tiém &n, bar ban rugu, thu vién, bdo tang vién, ddi thé thao chuyén nghiép, va s mau
dat dung 1am cdng vién so vdi dau ngudi. K& dén 1a tiéu chudn gido duc nhu (thanh qua di
thi clia cac hoc sinh trudng cong, s6 trudng dai hoc, ty 1€ ngudi cd bang dai hoc so véi dan
s8.) Bén canh déd, con ¢ tiéu chuan kinh t& gdm mdc Igi tlc va s6 that nghiép. Yéu t& pham
phap va chat lugng khong khi cling dugc xét tGi nira. Gan day, nhdm chuyén vién ky thuat
tré tudi 6 at don vao San Francisco & khi€n chi phi sinh s8ng téng cao. Tién thué mét can
studio trung binh |én t&i 2,705 Dollars mét thang. Tudng cling nén ndi thém hai thanh pho
Seattle (hang hai) va Portland (hang ndm) da vugt mat hai thanh phé mién Nam California
la San Diego (hang chin) va Los Angeles (hang 50) trong bang xép hang. Diéu trd tréu la
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trong khi thanh pho tr@ nén thinh vugng han thi s6 ngugi vo gia cu’ ndi day lai thudc mot
trong nhirng nhdom dong dao nhut nudc.

TOi vui ve ti€p don nhiéu ban be téi tham nha khiém tén cta minh. Anh Nam t6i, con ngudi
tot bung va rong lugng, nhiéu lan tir Liege bén Bi dén nha tham toi. T6i lubn nhd sau bay
nam du hoc & My vé tdi Sai Gon, anh Nam da tan tinh chdam lo cho t6i nhu m6t ngugGi anh
va an nhan nita. Khéng nhitng anh cho t6i & trong mdt villa &m cling ctia anh ma con dé toi
dung chiéc Peugeot 403 anh mdi mua. Bi khi anh con cho tdi mugn chiéc xe sport VW
Karmann Ghia hai cho ngbi lang bong cua anh.

=7 i >‘,’ L \l ‘ [ ; %’"j
Xe VW Karmann Ghia léng bong —~ Anh Nam, con nguoi hao phong, dén tu’ Liege, B/

Ching toi hét stic gan glii nhau. Anh qua dGi cach day vai ndm va t6i tiéc nhé anh nhiéu
1am.

Tinh than t6i that nhe nhdm khi bié€t minh dang s6ng an toan trong nha mdi va khéng con
bi am anh bdi nhirng bét trac hay tham hoa cla chién tranh nira. Ching t6i khéi cong tim
ki€m cac ba con bi that lac dang hop mat trong nhitng ngay I€ gio. Ngoai ra, ching t6i con
tu tp dugc mdt nhdm ban hitu ¢l thdi con & Sai Gon nay dang dinh cu tai Vung Vinh dé
lap HOi Clru Long vdi nhiing sinh hoat déu dan. Piéu may man nifa la San Francisco thu hdt
dugc nhiéu du khach k& ludn ca céc ban, anh chi em, anh em ho, cac chau tir Phap qua.
Chung t6i khong con c6 dan nhu trudce. Long hi€u khach, thanh thuc, “thdy sao noi vay”
cua toi gitp chinh phuc dudc cac ban bé mdi cling nhu cii. Tinh thich dn ngon cla chidng
t6i cling giup ich phan nao.

“T6 8m” clia ching tdi dudc dung cho nhiéu hoat déng da dang: mdt hdi quan dé ban hitu
gap nhau, ban doanh té chlc nhitng cudc di cdm trai trén ca nudc My, nai gilp d& ngudi ty
nan mdi tdi. Ngoai ra cling tai ngi day t6i lam nhirng viéc nhu ndu an, lam vudn, viét sach,
tim hiéu nhitng sd thich khac nifa. Cdm on Thugng D& da ban cho téi cudc doi ddi tai Tan
Thé Gidi nay. Trong nhitng ndm dau, chdng t6i tan hudng nhirng thi vui, giai tri cdng cdng
cla San Francisco nhu: nghe nhac ngi cong vién, tham viéng bao tang De Young Museum,
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Museum of Modern Art, Botanical Garden, cong vién Golden Gate Park, s& thd,
Exploratorium, hai hon dao Angels island va Alcatraz...

Mua he nghe nhac tai Stern Grove

O tudi 85, toi cam thay vui vé va thda long dudc chia sé nhirng gid phit vui tugi véi tt ca
moi ngudi trong dai gia dinh tir nhitng nai xa x6i da dén “td &m” tham hoi ching tdi: Chi
Ba va hai ngu@i con tU Nice, Phap, hai nguGi con & Soissons va Reims; Chi Tu tir Garden
Grove cung cac con; Anh Nam tir Lieége, Bi; Chi Sau va cac con tir Aubervilliers, Phap; Chi
Bay tUr Los Angeles cung cac con; anh song sinh v@i t6i va gia dinh tir Ba 1. Con nhiing
ngudi khac trong dai gia dinh dén tur nhitng gdc trdi xa la nhu Marquesas Islands, New
Caledonia, Reunion Island hodc Paris, Bordeaux, Houston, Chicago, Orlando, Las Vegas,
Garden Grove, Des Moines, Pinellas Park, Florida. MOt vai nhan vién trudc kia lam viéc véi
t6i & Sai Gon dén tir Uc Chau, Tan Tay Lan va Gia Na Dai.

T6i chua bao gits tudng tugng rang cd thé sdng mét cudc ddi tdt dep va vui tuci nhu vay
chi sau vai “"nam lan dan lic ban dau.” Niém vui ctia chdng toi that bao la khi chau Sang va
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chéng Renaud da bo cong dén tir Reims tham ching téi chin Ian trong muGi nam lién vao
dip hé. Mdi ban, ching tdi td chic di thdm viéng mdt noi hdp dan khac nhau trong tiéu
bang California, cung nhau thudng thirc hai san tugi ngon cia San Francisco uéng kem vdi
rugu nho tuyét vdi hai chau dem qua tU Phap hay cla Napa, Sonoma, San Luis
Obispo,Oregon, ... Qua la ky diéu, khi dung Internet, Renaud tuir Reims da ki€m dugc nhirng
ndi nghi he tét nhdt & California trong khi t6i dang sdng & San Francisco lai khong lam dugc
nhu thé.

Trai qua phdi: Minh, Pang, Hoang, Piéu, Sang, Marie
cung thuong thuc tém tuol ludc vdi ruou Chardonnay cua Napa
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Ddc biét nam 2015: (xin xem hinh bén trén) tat ca cac con cua Chij Ba toi du tinh hop tai
nha téi. Tdi lo sao IUc nao cling ¢ du thdc 8n va rugu ngon dé thét dai cac chau. Cac chau
goi t6i la “The last of the Mohicans "hay “Ngudi b6 lac Mohican cudi cung.” Nghi cling ddng
vi tat ca cac chi va anh Nam cula t6i da qua ddi nén téi la nguGi duy nhit thudc thé hé I6n
tudi ¢ thé dirng ra tu hop gia dinh. T6i cdu mong sé con nhiéu ¢ hdi lam dudc viéc nay!
Chuing tdi cling ¢6 dip t6 chlrc ddm cudi cho hai chdu Pinh va Linh tai nha va bira tiéc budi
trua véi gia dinh ¢ vudn sau nha. (Xin xem hinh)

Ba con V& du dam cudi cda Binh-Linh. Trai qua phdi: Nghia, An, Qui, Bs, bBiéu, Loi, Cang
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MGi lién hé vai gia dinh va ho hang rat khang khit 6 x& minh. Nhung sau khi t6i Hoa Ky, toi
thay khong con bi 1€ thudc qua nhiéu vao dé nhu xua nira.

Bay gid, toi xin dé cap tGi thdi ky t6i di vao tudi 70. Ti con hdng say li chi€c VW Westphalia
camper dé€ tim nhirng thd vui ngoai trdi nhu di cdm trai, tha bd theo nhitng dudng mon
hoang vu. California Ia ndi ly twdng cho 16i s6ng ndy nhd c6 nhiéu sdng, hd, ndi, bai bién,
vudn nho ndm trén sudn ddi, rirng cdy redwood khdng 16... Trong nhitng dip cudi tuan hay
nghi he, Marie va t6i thudng hay cung ban hitu thdm viéng nhitng khu cdm trai hitu tinh
nhu Sierra Foothills, Lake Tahoe, mién duyén hai Pacific Coast, Redwood State Parks, vung
trong nho Napa va Sonoma, Mendocino, Carmel, Monterey... Tuy theo thdi tiét cubi tuan
ching t6i quyét dinh hudng di. Pa s6 nhitng khu cam trai bén My c6 day dua tién nghi, sach
s€, c6 nudc lanh va nudc ndng, co bon cau giat nudc.

Cé Ian di cam trai tai mot vung rong I6n cta bd lac Navajo Nation (Ariz.-N.M.-Utah) t6i bi
bat ngd manh liét, khi di thdm mot trudng trung hoc cia ho va gap nhitng hoc sinh tréng
gidng hét cac ban hoc cua tbi bén nha hdi nho. Tdi nghi véi kinh nghiém vé phat trién kinh
t& clia minh trong sudt mudi bay ndm trdi cd 18 t6i cd thé déng gdp chut gi cho bd lac nay.
Tiéc thay day chi 1a mét gidc mo khdng thanh tuu. Thuc ra c6 thuyét cho rdng ngudi thd
dan cua My Chau (bay gig dugc cho biét danh “First Americans”) chinh la con chau nhiéu
ddi cia nhom di dan dau tién di t A Chau bang qua cau dat lién Beringia (nay la Bering
Strait). Theo cac nha nghién ctru lam viéc dudi sy diéu hgp cla Gido su Andres Ruiz-Linares
thudc phan khoa Genetics, Evolution and Environment cta University College London (UCL)
bén Anh, su kién dé xay ra trong thai ky bdang ha cach nay hon 15.000 nam.

Gia dinh di picnic & bdi bién Go Céng vdi ma, chi Sau va cac con gdj, chi Bdy va ba con, 1951
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Theo truyén thong gia dinh, tir thGi thc du, ba toi da day cho ching t6i biét thd vui cda cube
sdng ngoai trdi d€ co dugc mdt tdm hdn lanh manh trong mét ca thé cudng trang. Tuy vdy,
ching t6i gap nhiéu tré ngai vi nhitng hoat déng ctia cong san trong cac lang xa. Gan nhu
khdng thé nao “cdm” trai dudc vi ly do an ninh trong thdi chién. Nai di choi t&t nhit cho
dan Sai Gon thdi do 1a thanh phé ven bién Viing Tau (trudc do la Cap St Jacques) vai nhiing
bai cat trang cach th( dd 16i 2 gid 1ai xe. HOi con & My Tho, ching tdi thudng di bi€én Go
Cong, cb bdi cat xdm ndm tai clra séng Clu Long vdi dong nudc “ché hai” tron bun. Toi
cting xin luu y ban doc la vao ndm 1951, k§ nghé du lich chua dugc phat trién nén bién Go
Cong van con & trang thai thién nhién vdi cat xam. Chung to6i khong ki€ém dau dugc mot cai
ban d& &n picnic nén phai trai chiéu trén bai cat dé ngdi &n trua.

Ngudgc lai, trong thdp nién 1970, Viing Tau la mot dia diém dugc dan Sai Gon ua thich viéng
thdm vao cudi tuadn nhd cd cat trdng va nudc bién trong. Cac quan cdm hai sdn moc 1én
nhu ndm gan bai bién. Viéc di lai bang dudng bd ddi khi cling nguy hiém vi thudng bi Viét
Cong dap moé hay phuc kich.

Tai béi bién Viing Tau vdi ban cda tdi, anh Huon

That la ca mot su khac biét so vdi cudc song thanh binh cua toi lIGc nay tai San Francisco!
T6i thich t8 chlrc nhitng cudc di cdm trai rét an toan doc theo bd bién Thai Binh Duong tir
thanh phé San Diego |én “Super Natural British Columbia” t&i viing phia Bac clia Alaska. Lic
mdi di cam trai nam 1975, ching t6i cd chiéc xe ré tién Vega station wagon cla thdi nghéo.
Sau khi tiét kiém dugc kha khd, ching téi ddi qua chiéc Volvo 240-DL, c6 mang theo [éu
nylon mau do du cho 5 ngudi ndm va cac dung cu cdm trai cia hang Coleman. Sau cung,
ching t6i sam dugc chiéc xe kha hon “VW Westfalia camper”, nho gon va tién ich cho nhirng
buGi di cdm trai ngoai trdi.
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Chuyén qua chiéc Volvo tét hon vdi [éu mau do. Gia N& Pai la quic gia duy nhut cé nhén vién kiém
lamy/Park Rangers phan phat cui trai mién phi tai cho.

Chung ta c6 cau: mot tam hinh dang gia mét ngan chir. Sau 40 nam hudng thi s6ng véi
thién nhién, tdi da chon dudc nhitng noi cdm trai t6t nhat d€ ghi lai trong cuén hdi ky nay:
Ping d8u sé 1a nhitng ndi & California va cac ti€u bang mién Tay nudc My, k& tdi la ving
phia Bac “Super Natural British Columbia”, viing nti Rockies bén Gia Na Dai roi sau cung la
vling hoang da cua Bac Alaska.
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autdoor life . % e ’ R 2

Cam trai, boi thuyén vdi gia dinh tai Lake Siskiyou, Mt Shasta
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Cam trai tai Sierra ddy da “granite” that to vdi chiéc xe camper VW Westfalia
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Xe camper cd hai bép ga, mot bén rnia chén, mot tu lanh chay bang ga hay dién loai AC
bon chua nudc udng, hai ban an co bén cho ngoi

a DC,

S

Ly do nao ma chiéc xe loai di cam trai VW Westfalia dugc coi la “mobile home” ly tudng cua
ching t6i? VGi mat cia mot ky su’ cd khi, toi rat thich su’ chinh xac, ty my trong cach thiét
k€ k¥ thuat cia ngudi DBic. Loai xe VW Vanagon camper rat dugc ua chudng tur thap nién
1950 va sudt ca nira thé ky sau dd. Trong khoang thai gian ndy, ngu'Gi DBurc ti€p tuc cai ti€én
chiéc xe d€ dat dugc tinh trang hoan hao ngay hém nay. Khi ma b8n ngudi Birc dén “ubng
bia” cé thé sBng thoadi mai trong chiéc xe cdm trai ndy thi téi va Marie nho ngudi han lai
cadm th&y chat chdi sao? Hang VW giao cho cdng ty ndi ti€ng Westfalia-Werke san xuét va
rap dung cu trang bi cho chi€c camper. Chiéc mobile home nhé gon cé hai bép ga, m6t bon
rira chén, mot td lanh chay bang ga hay dién loai AC va DC, bon chifa nu6c uéng, hai ban
&n ¢ b6n chd ngdi, cdng vai nhiéu ta dé€ chlra dd &n va quén do. Vao nhirng ngay mua,
chiing tdi cd thé ngdi &n trong xe mdt cach thoai mai.

reamperinterinr.rn.nl

R A §

"bép” bPang dén tu’ Phap ngdi bén ban an

Mua hé ndm 1987, Marie va ti t& chirc cudc di cdm trai dai nhit trong ddi ching téi: San
Francisco-Vancouver-Fairbanks-Polar Circle va Homer Alaska, thanh ph8 ndm & diém tan
cung cla xa 16 Pacific Coast Highway. Ching t6i cd nhd Vinh em cua Marie tur Paris qua lai
phu trong cudc hanh trinh gan mot thang, quang dudng dai 8,000 miles hay 12,800 Km. O
mot vai ndi, phong canh hoan toan con trong tinh trang hoang da. T6i c6 cam tudng nhu
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trai dat khi con rat tré! Cé khi di ca 160 miles mdi ki€ém dugc mot tram xang. Khi téi ndi,
ching t6i rat ngac nhién chi thay c6 mot thung chlra xang vdéi may bom tay. Tai mot tram
khac, ngudi chu rat than thién, 6ng sdng cd don ngoai rirng, lai vui vé tang chidng toéi mot
mG thit huou « moose » dé dem theo &n trén dudng! Khi dang lai trén xa 1 thinh linh t6i
phai ngirng xe nhudng cho cho mot con gau me dirng giira xa 16 chd cho gau con bang qua
dudng!

Sang sém tinh sudng chlng téi 1&i xe tdi chg ca cd nhiéu hd nudc khdng [6 chira day cua
loai Dungeness. Chlng toi chon mua 9 con cua that I6n ma chi phai tra 30 dollars thoi.
Khoang cach biét gitra thuy triéu cao va thap ndi day cd thé 1én tGi 10 thudc. MOt ngac
nhién khac 1a chlng t6i cé thé doc béo lic 12 gi& dém ma khdng can dung dén.

“Welcome to the
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Mot tinh nho nam theo xa 16 va Sign Post Forest & Yukon
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Hoa rung moc theo xa 16 & Alaska
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®F airbanks

Chim ung & Homer

Thanh phGé Homer vé&i nhiéu canh dep kho ta ndi cac dinh nui I&m chdm pha day tuyét
trang; dudi chan nui la nhitng bén tau, nai thuyén danh ca dé xubng vua cd halibut va cua
Dungeness danh bét dugc moi ngay. Ching t6i rat vui mimng da thuc hién dugc chuyén di
dai déng dang d6 vao ndm 1987. Bay giG nghi lai, chdc Marie va t6i s& khong du surc khoe,
thdi gid va nhan nai d€ lam nhu vay trong lGc vé huu nhu bay gid dugc.

NhG cé thém cd may nguGi chau gai tén Thu va chong tén George Barnes quyét dinh vé
huu tai can nha xinh xan clia ho ndm ven bién trong ti€u bang Oregon nén chau t6i dd dong
y ban lai cho t6i chiéc xe hai cho ngdi Mercedes 560-SL that dep vdi gia phai chang. Bat
ngd, toi da dudc lam chu chiéc xe ly tudng cua minh!
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Chiéc xe trong mong cua toi déu truoc "ldu dai” cua Thu va George d Oregon

TGi day, toi xin trd lai viét vé nhitng tha vui ngoai trgi doi hai it cong phu hon: di cdm trai
& California va cac ti€u bang mién Tay khac. Chd ding mua, ching tdi mua mot gidy phép
cdu ca roi lai xe t6i bs bién Pescadero beach cach San Francisco khoang 45 phat dé di bat
nhifng con so “mussels” bam sat vao cac tang da den Idn.

Tai bo' bién Pescadero Beach (Half Moon Bay, CA) nhiing khéi dd den cd so phu kin.

Pem so di hdp véi “sake” 1a ching t6i ¢ thé thudng th'c mét bira dn trua ngon miéng vdi
bia that lanh. Sau khi di bd trén bai bi€n nang am, ching téi danh mot gidc ngud trua trong
mobile home trudc khi 1ai xe vé nha.

Tai San Francisco, nhidu khi ching t6i ndu san bira &n t6fi & nha rdi 13i xe dai theo bd bién
dau tai mot bai nhin vé hudng Tay dé cé dudc trudc mat minh mét phong canh mau trdi
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I8n tuyét dep. Dén bay gid, déi khi chiing tdi van gilr théi quen ndy dé vira diing com t6i
vlra chiém ngudng canh hoang hén nhiéu mau sac va ggi cam nci chan trdi xa tham. Ching
t6i khong nau dn nhu trudc kia nira ma chi can ghé vao bat c( tiém ban BBQ Hong Kong
nao ddng mua hodc la vit, ga hay heo quay an trong khi ngam canh mat trgi Idn that tuyét
Vai.

Vao cubi tudn, cac hdi vién trong nhdm Mekong cling nhau di téi vudn Nhat Bdn Hakone &
Saratoga, Ca d€ &n picnic (Xin xem nhiing tdm hinh chup phia duéi)

a

=

Vuon Nhét Bon Hakone
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Vung Vinh San Francisco

Nhifng thd vui ctia thanh phd San Francisco da Iirng danh thé gigi. Thanh phé ndm bén
Vung Vinh nay dudc ai m6é nhd cé phong canh hitu tinh, bao tang vién hap dan, cudc song
vé dém day quyén rii, nhitng dia diém du lich da dang nhu Alcatraz, Fisherman’s Wharf va
Chinatown. Ban c6 thé i xe 1én phia Bac t6i thdm Bolinas, Reyes National Seashore, hay di
bo trong canh tinh mich cua khu rirng Redwood huy hoang trong Muir Woods National
Monument. Sau d6 ban hay ti€p tuc dén viéng Mendocino, Fort Bragg.
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Cam trai tai Mendocino

492



Ch.20 - San Francisco, Mai Am Gia Pinh

Fort Bragg, Ca vdi duong duyén hai quanh co, ngoan muc; béi bién con nguyén so, song Ion;
hoa rung nd trong mua xuan

Lan séu kiém bao ngu’ & Fort Bragg Glass beach

Pi xudng b bién phia Nam cua San Francisco, nép séng tré nén don gian va tram I&ng hon
véi nhitng khu dan cu nhé nhdn nam doc theo qudc 10 Highway 1 nhu Pacifica, Half Moon
Bay. Néu di vé hudng Pong sé gap vung Tahoe va Mother Lode vé&i nhirng tinh nhé
Markleeville, Jamestown, Downieville, va Calavares Big Trees State Park.
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Camping at hGrorvuer Mineral Hot Spr/ng, Markleeville, Ca
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| A BYPASS
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Downieville, Ca, trén xa Io0 Mother Lode Highway 49
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Calavares Big Trees State Park

Ch.20 - San Francisco, Mai Am Gia Pinh

Trong tudi dudi 75, ti van lai chiéc VW Westphalia nhé nhdn di tim thd vui ngoai trdi. Toi
dudc sdng vdi thién nhién, tha bd theo nhirng dudng mon trong hoang da ndi California
Sierra Foothills, Lake Tahoe, Pacific Coast line, Redwood State Parks, Napa va mién trong
nho lam rugu Sonoma, Mendocino, Carmel, Monterey...!

Bay giG da qua 80, t6i dem ban chiéc xe di cdm trai cho mot dai ly xe hai cua hdng VW &
San Francisco va gia ti nép sdng ngoai trgi vi nd doi hoi moét cd thé cudng trang cling nhu
phan ('ng lanh le khi lai xe tU xa 16 t&i bai cam trai. Thi vui sGng ngoai trdi cla toi bay gid

gidi han trong viéc
danh tennis va di bo
theo nhitng dudng
mon nén thce nam rai
rac trong Vung Vinh.
Khi nao hét con chay
trén san tennis dugc
nifa, co thé toi s& chon
di I6i tai mOt ho boi tan
tién chi cach nha vai
blocks. Toi sé ti€p tuc
tap thé duc bdng cach
di bd ngoai bai bién,
trén cac dudng mon,
l[am vudn va nau an tai
nha.

Di vao tudi 85, toi thu
dan trong nha, viét hoi
ky, lam wvudn phia
tru6c hay dang sau
nha, trong thém tre va
hoa nai ctra chinh...
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Mot trong nhirng niém vui I6n nh(t la dugc don ti€p nhitng ban hitu dén tham tU phuang
xa. Anh H® T&n Phét, ban cua toi tir ndm 1959 tai Sai Gon, thudng t8i San Francisco dé
cling thdm cac ban cli. Anh Phat trudc day lam Téng gidm ddc Céng Ty Pién Luc Viét Nam
nay dang vui huéng canh dién vién & Beaverton, Oregon. Marie va toi cling thudng dén
Beaverton & nha anh Phat lai rai va di du tit cad dam cudi clia cac con anh chi Phat t& chic
tai vung Beaverton.

,‘v‘-v_”'} u ’ N\ . . :':: <t / f‘
Hinh chup anh Phat dén tu’ Oregon va cdc ban & San Francisco
Ching t6i dudc trai qua nhitng gi phut thoai mai & bién Rockaway gan Beaverton vdi vai

dira chau tir Phap dén. Gia dinh anh chi Phat c6 nha nghi mat ngoai bién Rockaway, OR.
Chuing t6i cling vui vé cuing nhau di bat nhiéu cua loai Dungeness va ngao that hap dan.

B4i bién noi cd cua loai Dungeness & Rockaway, OR
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Ch.20 - San Francisco, Mai Am Gia Binh

Anh Phat cling la mét thanh vién ctia nhém Mekong & San Francisco.

Ngay gio tai nha voi Sang va Renaud tu’ Reims Ngay gid tai nha
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Ngdi nha cuia chling t6i dugc dung Iam noi hop mat clia ho hang trong ngay gid va I& bai.
Ba tdi luén nhic nhd nhitng ngay ddc biét nhu vay phai 1a dip dé cho moi ngudi trong dai
gia dinh dugc gan bo, gan giii véi nhau hon. Can nha & San Francisco cua chung toi co
nhirng tién nghi cta nép s6ng bén My nhung cach trang tri van phang phat sac thai nhirng
tp quén va tuc Ié cla t6 tién. Ching ggi lai hinh &nh cla qué huong, cla cac béc sinh
thanh cling nhu cta nhitng ho hang va ban be da khuat.

T6i van dugc sdng an lanh trong khi budc vao tudi 86 va may man cé dugc suc khoé va
niém vui thoa trong canh s6ng vé huu hién tai. Tuy nhién, t6i khong sao quén dugc la Marie
va t6i da phai bat dau cudc séng mdi tai San Francisco véi hai ban tay trang va ném trai
nhiéu noi cam go th(r thach. Ching t6i da mat bao mo h6i nudc mat trong nhiéu ndm thang
mdai c6 dugc ngay hém nay.

Toi coi cdn nha @ San Francisco cta ching t6i la chang nghi cudi cung va la cao diém cula
cudc hanh trinh kéo dai su6t tam thap nién day phong ba s6ng gi6, vui budn lan 16n. Nhung
ngugc lai, toi cling dugc diem phuc cd Marie trong subt gan sau thap nién cung séng bén
tdi va chdm sdc cho tdi dudi mai “t6 dm” & San Francisco .

T6i qua 1a moét ké may man va khdng ai ¢ thé phd nhén dugc diéu nay!
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An Cuw Lac Nghiép
Hai Muci Hai Nam Lam Viéec
Pé& Vui Hudng Tudi Vé Huu

Lam Linh Lé Duong Trong Mot Pai Céong Ty
Tir Tong Gidm Doc Ngén Hang Phat Trién
76i Phu Ta Giam Déc Du’ An Pé Séng Con

Trong céac chuong trudc, toi da viét vé cudc ddi doi cla toi tir kha gia & Viét Nam sang tréng
tay & trai ty nan Pendleton trén dat My. Trong chuagng nay, t6i xin trinh bay cung ban doc
nhitng phucng cach ma & tudi 44, tdi cd thé 14t ngugc thé ¢ tir “nghéo sang giau.” Lam
sao vao cudi thap nién 1970, mot ngudi ti nan clng kh6~nhu’ t6i lai ki€ém dudc viéc lam tot
dep trong mot cong ty that I8n & nudc My. DS la mot dién tién kéo dai sudt 15 ndm khi toi
lam viéc trong chanh phu & cap chi huy cao cap thudc lanh vuc phat trién ki nghé tai mién
Nam Viét Nam. O chdc vu d6 t6i da cé nhirng ti€p xuc véi cac quan chirc cua Toa dai su
Hoa Ky cling nhu’ chdnh phu lién bang My tai Hoa Thanh D6n k& ludn ca nhiéu budi 1am viéc
V@i cac vi dan clr cia Qudc hoi luGng vién xUr nay.

Toi da dem theo hanh trang kinh nghiém va kién thic chuyén moén dé khi nhan viéc lam
mdi & Bechtel. Thai gian nay dem lai cho t6i nhiéu lo au cling nhu doi hoi ndi téi sy’ bén chi
va quyét tam moi khi dudc giao pho cong viéc quan trong. Ngugc lai, dé ciling la lic t6i tim
dudc tinh ban sdu dam, chan chlra tuong kinh va cdm mén ngi nhirng ban lam cung sd khi
ching t6i phai cing nhau ddi dau vai nhitng thir thach 16n lao. DAy la co hdi cho téi hiéu
thau va traén trong cudc dGi mot cach tron ven.



béng gap Tay

Nhu da dé cap trudc day, sau khi ra trudng MIT, toi lam viéc lién tuc 15 ndm cho Chanh
Phu Viét Nam Cong Hoa tGi khi Sai Gon that tha toi h6i ha rgi bo Sai Gon qua MY vi van dé
sinh ton. Tai X’ S0 cua Tu Do va Pat Nudc cua Co Hoi, toi da trai qua 22 nam lam viéc cuc
nhoc dé cé thé vui hudng tudi vé huu & San Francisco vao ndm 1996.

Lam sao toi cé dugc viéc lam & Bechtel?

Khi rgi trai ti nan Pendleton ctia Thay Quan Luc Chién My t6i khong sao kiEm dudc viéc lam
trong vung Santa Barbara ngi ngudi bao trg cua t6i la Roy Muelhberger cu ngu. Marie va toi
quyé't dinh Ién mién bac Vung Vinh San Francisco. T6i gdi di nhiéu dan xin viéc lam ky su
va hét strc that vong cling nhu budn nan khi két qua khong c6 gi kha quan. Dua vao Iy lich/
resume thi toi du’ diéu kién dé& 1am nhitng cong viéc sn cd. Toi trd nén thidu kién nhan va
tuyét vong nghi rang minh sé khéng sao kiém dugc viéc thudc nganh ky su. May man thay,
hoGi con & Sai Gon t6i co quen ngudi ban cung trudng MIT la Bob De Lucia. Trudc day, Bob
diéu hanh cong ty va nay da vé huu tai ti€u bang Oregon. Cudi ndm 1975 tdi dugc 6ng chia
sé mot IGi khuyén day phan khdi qua mot bai viét.

DON'T QUIT

When things go wrong as they sometimes will,
When the road you're trudging seems all up hill,
When funds are low and the debts are high,
And when you want to smile, but you have to sigh,
When care is pressing you down a b,

Rest if you must, but don't you quit.

Life is queer with its twists and turns,

As everyone of us sometimes learns,

And many a failure turns about

When he might have won had he stuck it out.
Don’t give up though the pace seems slow,

You may succeed with another blow-

Success Is failure turned inside out.

The silver tint of the clouds of doubt.

And you never can tell how close you are,

It may be near when it seems so far;

So stick to the fight when you're hardest hit -
It’s when things seem worst that you must not
QUIT.”

PUNG BO cUOC
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Doi ta bao t6 cling thuong

Doc ta leo do con duong gian truan
Khi tién hét, ng chat chong

Mubn cuoi sao lai thdy long thd than
Khi lo boi réi tam can

Moi chdn hdy nghi nhung can dam con
Doi nguoi mdi la xoay tron

Ai ma chiu kho clng nhin thdy ngay
CO khi ké can van may

Con thuyén ta quyét viing tay song gam
Thoi co du cham tién gan

Rang thém mot budc dén san danh tai
Khéc xa khé cuc miét mai

Niém vui khi biét khdng con so' lo

Tur déy tdi bén bao xa?_

Gan ké ma hoi ma lo noi gi!

Du khi kiét suc sa chi

Luc vé phuong lai Ia khi vitng long.

LGi khuyén nhu cla ngugGi ban tir Oregon gilp toi gilr virng tinh than trong mét thai gian va
lam nhu' 1a mot I8i tién tri vay. Khdng hiéu vi s& phén hay van mang, téi di téi thu vién cla
Lone Mountain College, SF, d& doc Time, Newsweek, va The New York Times... vé tin tic
nudc nha dang s6ng dudi ché do cong san. Trong khudn vién nha trudng téi gdp anh Chung
Hoang Chuadng. Anh la ngudi ban cua t6i va cling la con trai cia mot trong nhitng nguGi
than thudc toi quen biét trudc day & Sai Gon. Anh Chuang lic do6 lam viéc trong ban an ninh
cla nha trudng va tinh nguyén gidi thiéu toi véi 6ng xép I8n cia anh ma khong ai khac han
la 6ng Vién Trudng. Tudng ai, t6i hoan toan siing s6t va vui sudng khi dugc gap lai Bob
Coate, ngudi toi da quen biét vao ndm 1966 tai Sai Gon. Qua la mdt su’ ngau nhién day Iy
tha! Chdng t6i vira udng rugu vira 6n lai nhitng su viéc da xay ra trong qua khir. Bob tdi
Sai GOn ndm 1966 d€ tim hi€u dau tu vé tau danh tdm véi thiét bi déng lanh d€ xuét cang
qua My. Vi tu' cach 1a Tdng gidm déc Ngan Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé, toi tudng thuét cho
Bob nghe vé tiém luc cua cac du an dau tu va tinh trang kinh t€ cua Viét Nam. T6i ciing
dua ong di viéng Khu Ky Nghé Bién Hoa, ndi ti da glup thiét 1ap va dang hoat dong tot
dep. Ong chirng kién nhitng thanh qua phat trién cu thé trong mét d&t nudc dang bi chién
tranh tan pha. Ngoai ra t6i cd mdi dng vé& nha tdi dé€ cd thi gid cing nhau thao luén tiép.
Tiéc thay, cudc chién cang ngay cang trd nén khoc liét hon, va sau dé ching t6i mat lién
lac v&i nhau.

Lam nhu Thugng D& mot lan nira lai ra tay clfu vét t6i khoi hoan canh khoé khan bdi vi sau
ngay tai ngd do toi kham phd réng Bob dudng 1a mdt nhan vat quan trong. Ong 1a cuu sinh
vién clia dai hoc Stanford va gitt chirc Chu tich ctia phan bd dang Dan Chu & California. Ong
cd &n tugng rét tdt vé nhitng phat tri€n kinh té t6i dat dugc tai nudc nha trong ky 6ng ghé
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Sai Gon lan cudi. Ngan ngilr c6 cau: “cé ban khi khé - ban (Nié mc’iAi than.” !30b v,ui vé ,vié’,t mot
|4 tha gidi thiéu t6i v&i Bechtel Corporation, mot trong nhirng cong ty cé uy tin nht 8 San
Francisco ndi dung nhu sau:

- '
oy
1 ThE . el ¢ 1% s e y
LA ROBERT CN L AsNOUIATES, A
[ IS [N S
Tisamos & aninrimngy % 1140
COI%) e i
November 17, 1975
Mr. Steven Bechlel, Jr.
Chairman
" 8echtel Corpuration -

50 Brale Stvoet
5an Francisce, California 94103

Dear Stave 7

Knuong-|luu Diau s one of Lie Vistnaness refugees, and he and kis wife have
made “their way to San Francisco, Aneng the wany people | met and viorked with
in Vietnam, ng one was riora Tupressive than Uiey, Now that he is nere, faced
With starting 1ife all over again, I volunleered to write to seversl peaple
who may be likely to appreciate the value of a worker who is exceplional by
the standards of 29y countey. Here are 4 few key points:

=~ Dieu has a Masters degree in Engineering from MIT; obyiously his English
158 excellent.

~ ke was founder and president of the Industrial Developient Bank of Victnam;
I studied their work, visited thain developments -- neluding an iscustrial
Park thal is mora advanted than any otnher I have scen in Asia; Diew cajoled,
dealt, invented, rosponded and dtd &11 the hundrad other things necessary
o Lransfoau a plan finto a great project; he 1s as adept at finance as at
enginesring. BT e e

= I have visfted his home in Saiger, and met his friends; ne fcunced thye only
garden club in Vietnam, and his kome Was a showplace o flowers znd plants.

= Ea wax a complate citizen, serving as Deputy ffnisted of Economies for
Yietnaa, and holding posilions in many asceciations and Srganirations --
including Fresidant of the Vietnamese-Anzrican Asscciation.

= He worked avidly in international associations, and has many wall-placed
friends in 2 dozen Asian and mid-East countries.

At age forty-four, Dieu is in excellcat heallh and souschor 35 in exce!llent
spirits, 1n spite af watching his 1ife get shaciored because of his commit-
nent Lo Ancrica. 1 am positive that he Con bring ehe seme inteldfyont ¢elve
10 work here, and can Le a maryelous force in any organization -- particularly
vne. interested in developing overseas markets. If ¥ou can refer this material
T0-anyone wno can consicer a Job for Mr. Oieu, please contact him direct, or
call me for additional tnformation.

Tranks,

FA)
ST oéw
Robert L. Coate
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Robert Coate Associates, Inc.
PO Box 247
Tiburon, California

Ngay 17 théng 11, 1975

Ong Steven Bechtel, Jr.

Chu tich

Bechtel Corporation

50 Beale Street

San Francisco, California 94105

Steve thdn mén,

Ong Khuong-Hiru Biéu 1& mét ngudi Viét Nam ti nan d& cung vo dén tai San Francisco.
Trong s6 nhifng nguoi Viét Nam téi gap va cung lam viéc chung, khéng ai gy an tuong tot
Vi toi bang 6ng ta. Bdy gio 6ng da toi ddy dé bat déu mot cudc séng mdi nén téi tinh
nguyén viét tho gidi thiéu éng Biéu tdi mot sé ngudi toi tin sé biét trén quy mot céng tac
vién hoi du nhithg dutc tinh dac biét tai bat cu’ dat nudc nao. Sau déy la mot vai diém noi
bat:
- Ong Diéu cd béng cép Master vé Engineering cua MIT; duong nhién 6ng biét Anh ngi¥ lus
lodt.
- Ong 13 nguoi séng I3p va 1dm Tong gidm déc Ngén Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé Viét Nam.
T6i d& bo céng nghién cuu viéc lam cua to chuc nédy, tdi tham v/e"hg cdc co' sO cua ho --
luén ca  khu ky nghé ma toi nhan thdy la tan tién hon bat cu’ noi nao toi viéng tham bén A
Chéu. Ong Diéu thuyét phuc, thu’dng luong, doi a‘ap va lam trém diéu c3n thiét dé bién mot
dur dn thanh hién thuc. Ong cling t6 ra thdng hidu vé cdc vén dé tai chénh ciing nhu’ vé ky
thuat.
- Toi o dén tham nha éng tai Sai Gon va gap cac ban hifu cua éng nida. Ong da dung ra
sang I5p hoi Phat Trién Hoa Kiéng duy nhut & Viét Nam va ngdi nha cua éng 1a mot noi
trung bay hoa va cdy kiéng.
- Ong la mét céng déan toan dién dam nhiém nhiing chuc vu nhu’ Tha truong B Kinh té
cua Viét Nam, hodac trong cac té chuc va hoi doan khac nhau cing nhu’ lam Chu Tich HOi
Vigt-My:
- Ong hédng héi tham gia cac té chic quéc té va quen biét nhiu nhan vét quan trong
trong hang chuc cdc quéc gia A chau va Trung Déng.
O ' vao tudi 44, 6ng Piéu con khoé manh va cé mét tinh thén viihg manh mac ddu cudc doi
Ong da bi tiéu tan vi Idp truong ung ho My cua minh. Toi tin tudng 6ng cling s€ gilf duoc
niém hang say lam viéc hitu hiéu & dat nudc ndy cing nhu’ sé€ la ngudn cam hung tuyét voi
cho bét ci t6 chuc nao, nhut 13 co quan mudén phét trién thi truong & nudc ngoai. Néu 6ng
CO thé gidi thiéu éng Piéu vdi noi ndo cé mot viéc Iam cho 6ng thi xin lién lac thdng vdi éng
8y hodc goi cho t6i dé biét thém chi tiét.
T6i xin cam ta.
Robert L. Coate
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Khoang mét tuan sau do, trong Iic t6i dang lo viéc mua trang bi cho nha hang Phap trén
Union Street, chudng dién thoai reo vang. O dau day, 6ng Polvi, Chu tich cia Bechtel Hydro
and Communities Division mudn ndi chuyén vdi toi.

Chu tich cua Bechtel: Robert Polvi, Engineering Hall of Fame,
muon téi vao lam sau 18n noi chuyén dién thoai dau tién

Ong ndi 6ng chi cd viéc lam vdi chirc vu Phu ta Gidm Ddc Du An cho toi théi. Toi tra Ii 13
mot ngudi ti nan nhu t6i khdng thé doi hoi gi han vé diém ndy va cho biét hién gis i dang
dién gidy td dat mua mot may pha ca phé cho moét tiém an nhd. Ong té ra hdi ngac nhién
va hdi khi nao téi cd thé di lam véi Bechtel dugc. Toi ndi ngay ngay hdm sau va tdi bat dau
lam vé&i Bechtel trong 12 ndm ké tir do.

Chung toi hét sirc bang hoang va dau budn khi Bob qua dGi mét ndm sau. VGi niém thuong
tiéc sau dam, chung t6i du’ le vinh biét Bob tai nha nguyén Lone Mountain College Chapel.
Chuing toi nhé Bob rat nhiéu va moi nam vao mua Giang Sinh, Marie va toi tdi tham Margy,
vg cla Bob, song & Berkeley. Chung toi cling thudng dung com trua hay t6i véi Margy.

Tai nha cua Margy 2011 Ong Robert Coate, 1975 nay d& qué c&
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L

T

R risrasny
Y icrrras

Toa nha Bechtel, cao 6c mau den
nam tan bén trai cua trung tam hinh chup

Tru sd chinh cua Bechtel, San Francisco
Toi da hoc hoi dudc gi vé Bechtel Corporation trong 12 nam lam viéc tai day?

Phai ndi rang toi rét kham phuc sy thanh cdng clia cong ty khdng 16 do mét gia dinh lam
cht lién tuc trong bdn ddi. Subt thdi gian dd, gia dinh Bechtel dugc may man va diém phudc
¢4 bdn ddi con trai hoc hanh gidi va dugc huén luyén ding dan dé 1anh dao cdng ty cd hiéu
qua. Pay la cong ty xay cat va ky thuat do tu nhan lam chu I18n nhit Hoa Ky. Tru s& chanh
cla cong ty dat & trung tam San Francisco. (Xin xem hinh chup.)

Bechtel tham du vao viéc xay cat dap thay dién Hoover trong thap nién 1930. TU do tdi
nay, céng ty nay da thuc hién nhiéu cong trinh xay cat ndi tiéng véi nhitng giao kéo dang
gia hang ty dollars moi du an nhu nha may loc dau, 10 san xuat dién nguyén tlr, dudng ham
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English Channel Tunnel, hé thong xe Bart San Francisco, phi truéng quoc té King Fahd &
Dammam, phi truGng qudc t€ Saudi Arabia Riyadh, phi trudng quéc té & Huong Cang, dudng
ham Big Dig & Boston, thanh phd kj nghé Jubail & Saudi Arabia, ké ca viéc chuyén chd va
rap dat han 35,000 trailers va mobile homes cho nan nhéan tran bao Katrina & Mississippi ...

Cong viéc mdi cua toi 6 Tan Thé Gidi

Toi kham pha ra vai tro cla mot phu ta giam doc du an rat tot vi nhiéu du an & Bechtel cd
ngan quy Ién tdi vai ty dollars. O cong ty, chdc vu cua t6i tuong derng vGi cap “dai ta”
trong quan doéi. Nhiéu dong nghiép cho t6i biét s6 ngudi dugc Ién t&i cap tudng rat han ché

va co viéc ky thi.

Chi it 1au sau khi t6i gia nhap Bechtel, td bao cua cong ty cd dang mot bai vé toi nhu sau:

To “Bechtel News"” dudgc phat hanh hang thang tgi tay nhan vién cua Bechtel trén

toan cau - Tap 12, S6 3, Thang 3, 1976
M6t Giac Ma Ti€u Tan O’ Viét Nam
H&CH'’S Piéu Lip Lai Cudc Bdi MGi O Hoa Ky
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A Dream Crumbles in Vietnam

H&CF’s Dleu Finds a New Life in The U.S.

Qn April 23, 1975 — only days bafore
the fall of South Vietnam — Khuang Huu
Dieu was in his Salgon office.

Dieu was president of the Indusirial
Davelopment Bank of Vietnam, the pin-
nacle point of a career that included
friendships with officials of 14 nations,
Izadership roles In prestiglous cultural
and profassional organizations, and as
an_author ose '.'.'nvkx‘. appeared In

A n wone x1l mm mm 3d his work, it

L .'m:h ad-
and resc
an important |stter. A short while later,
he opened leller in the presence af

1¢ his wife, Marie, to lzave South
IL nam
“How soon?” Dieu asked,
U ve about 30 minutes.” the
stall member replied
Dieu and rie grabbed two satchels,
threw in 2ss 1 lothing, and left for
ihe Saigon alrport. Everylhing eise —

Man:‘ ond Khnong Huu Diey
on rooficp of thelr Saigon home.

business, nome, car, Dieu's hopes for
economic development of his nation —
ail became meaningless in the collaps
ing framewark of a life Disu had worked
o hard to build

Within hours, Dieu and Marie ware on
their way by U.S. Air Force plane to
Guam as part of the evacuation effort
Involving thousands of Vietnameése.

]

Taday, Disu works far 8echizl as an
as%x:hm project manager for the Hydro
Facilities Division at the

Home Offics.
When he lal
sans were cont

ton, Calitor-
a, where the coupla stayed a month
The future appeared bleak, but Dieu re-
mained busy.
He :ﬁw;d s chawrman of g Vielnam-

y Muehlberger, ¥
newspaper photo of Diew — as
sponsor for Dieu and Mane. and tock
s Sama Barbara ho ne
lwu maonths, Dieu came north to
n sedarch ot work, iinding il last
ar with Bechlel
qradugling magna cum lnude
from the Lvcee Yersin (fegh scheal) in
Dalat, Dieu came to the U.S. for his ac-
vanced education. He eamed a B.S. in
mechanical engingering from Lafayelle

Colleg~ n Easten, Pennsylvania in
1956, and an enginecring master's from

Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
He worked his way through college
washing dishes.
The devastating turn ol eve
Dieu'sl.{e hasn't damponed ouliock
“I have to be honest ernough to :")
/hi

happened. Yet | regard my ¢ m::r ir
Vietnam as Part One of my | ite. It's past
Now | have a new lile the chance
1o Lnid to make a contributian
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Vao ngay 23 thang 4, 1975 - chi vai ngay trudc khi Mién Nam Viét Nam sup dé - éng Khuong
Hitu Biéu con hién dién tai vén phong cua minh & Sai Gon.

Trong thoi ky do, 6ng Diéu gil chic vu Tong giam déc Ngdn Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghe Viét
Nam. O cao diém trong su’ nghiép cua minh, ong da quen biét vdi cac yéu nhan cua 14 quéc
gia, gilt nhiing chuc vu Idnh dao trong nhiéu 6 chuc vdn hoa va chuyén nghiép, ciing nhu
la tac gia cua nhiéu bai viét duoc dang trén nhut bao va tap chi.

Mot cu dién thoai lam gian doan céng viéc cua ong Toa dai s’ My kéu cho biét 6ng can vé
nha dé doc mét 13 thu quan trong. It ldu sau, ong md 18 tho ra doc trudc su’ hién dién cua
mot nhan vién toa bai su. Ong duoc cho biét éng va Marie, vo' éng, cd thé roi khoi Viét
Nam.

"Bao gid' thi di?” ong Diéu hoi.
"Ong cd 30 phuit. ” nguoi nhén vién tra 1o,

Ong Diéu va Marie 15y voi hai tii xach, nhét véo mot vai thir quén o cdn thiét rdi di 1én phi
truong ¢ Sai Gon. Moi thu khac nhu’ céng viéc lam, nha cda, xe hoi, hoai bdo phat trién dst
nuoc... bong chéc d3 tré thanh v nghia khi ca mét du’ tinh cho cudc doi éng Biéu bé bao
cong lao vun dap vé trudc da tiéu tan theo mdy khoi.

Chi vai gid sau, éng Diéu va Marie d& ngdi trén mdy bay cda Khéng Quén My trutc chi dao
Guam trong chuong trinh di tan héng ngan nguoi Viét Nam. By gic’ éng Diéu lam vdi Bechtel
Vdi chuc vu Phu ta giam déc du’ an cho "Hydro and Community Facilities” tai van phong
trung uong. Khi roi khoi Sai Gon, tat ca tai san cua éng duoc dung trong mot tui xach tay
va 150 dollars tién mat. Tor Guam, 6ng va Marie di chuyén tdi Camp Pendleton. Ho & lai noi
ddy mot thang va phai déi mat vdi mot tuong lai khéng méy sang sua. Nbung éng Biéu van
rét ban viéc.

Ong lém Chu tich Uy Ban diéu hanh di tan tai trai Pendlleton cho tdi lic mgt nguds hoan toan
xa la tén la Roy Muehlberger nhin thdy tdm hinh chup éng trén mat bao. Ong ndy dung ra
bao tro' 6ng biéu va Marie roi dua vo chdng ho vé séng trong nha cua minh & Santa Barbara.

Hai théng sau, 6ng Diéu don Ién mién bdc & Berkeley dé kiém viéc lam. Thang muoi hai via
r0i 6ng vao lam vdi Bechtel,

Sau khi ra truong Lycée Yersin & Pa lat vdi hang téi uu, éng Piéu qua My tiép tuc viéc hoc.

Ong déu béng B.S. vé Mechanical Engineering tai Lafayette College & Easton, Pennsylvania
vao nam 1956, va lanh bang Master vé Engineering cua MIT (Massachusetts Institute of
Technology). Ong di ria chén dé tu trd tién hoc.

Nhiing bién c6 day tai hoa xay ra trong doi minh d&a khéng lam 6ng xudng tinh thén chut
nao ca.
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"T6i thut long thud nhéan rang doi khi t6i tiéc nudi nhitng gi da xay ra. Tuy nhién, toi coi su’
nghiép cua toi g Viét Nam nhu' la Chuong Mot cua doi minh. Gio' ddy, t6i co mot cudc doi
mdi... co co’ hdi dé xdy dung... dé dong gop. ”

b 3

F O

LGc déu, Bechtel mudn dua téi vao lam nganh Business Development/Phat Trién Kinh Doanh
vi tdi quen biét nhiéu déng nghiép trong t& chirc APO (Asian Productivity Organization) &
Tokyo. Ho thudc thanh phan ndi cac hay cdc nhan vét cao cip trong Idnh vuc phat trién
kinh t€ tai nhiéu qudc gia nhu bai Loan, Hong Kong, Singapore, Phi Luat Tan, Nam Du’dng,
Iran, Thai Lan, Nam Han, Nhut Bon, M3 Lai, Pakistan, An D9, va Sri Lanka. Cong viéc phat
trién kinh doanh ndy khéng doi hoi phai cé bang vé PE (Professional Engineer) nhu'ng ngugc
lai t6i s€ phai thudng xuyén cé mat tai nhiéu ndi trén thé gidi. T6i phai giai thich cho cong
ty Bechtel hiéu réng vi ching téi l1a ngudi ti nan séng & San Francisco, tdi khdng sao yén
tdm dé Marie, [an d&u tién trong ddi minh, séng dan déc tai moét thanh phé xa la mot thdi
gian lau dai dugc. Cam ta Thugng D€, Bechtel té ra rat thong cam va cho t6i lam viéc tai
San Francisco. Sau nay nghi lai, mét trong nhirng thanh qua trong cudc ddi su’ nghiép cua
t6i la dugc lam viéc tai trung udng San Francisco lién tuc 12 nam trong IUc cac du an toi
phu trach dugc thuc hién tai nhirng x&f nhu’ Saudi Arabia, New Zealand...

Viéc lam dau tién cla t6i & Bechtel la tim cach d6i pho vdi tinh trang lam phat dang de doa
du an dap Gury & Venezuela. T6i rat may man la khi 6 bén nha, t6i da lién tuc phai d6i dau
vGi van nan lam phat phi ma cGa nén kinh t& th&i chién. Téi 4p dung kinh nghiém dé dé giai
quyét mot cach thoa dang trudng hdp cua du an dap Gury.

| -

Phi truong Rivadh, thu dé cua Saudi Arabia
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Du an k€ ti€p t6i phu trach dang gia nhiéu ti dollars va lién quan t&i phi truéng qudc té King
Khalid International Airport (KKIA) & Riyadh, thi do cla Saudi Arabia. Bechtel ding ra thuc
hién cong trinh xay cat thay mat cho chanh phu Saudi. Tinh t&i ngay khanh thanh vao ndm
1983, phi trudng nay I6n nhut thé gidi vé dién tich khdi thiy (225km2). T&i nam 1999, mot
phi truGng I16n han cling & Saudi Arabia la King Fahd International gan thanh ph6 Dammam
dudc xay xong. Day cling la mét du an do Bechtel dam nhan.

Trong du’ an phi trudng, toi co trach nhiém thiét ké vé ky thuat hé théng diéu hoa khong
khi d& lam mat toan thé phi trudng ndm gilra sa mac vdi nhiét do trung binh tdi da Ién tGi
113F. Hé th6ng ndy gém 5 may lanh “compressors-chiller” khéng 16 cé cong xudt 5000 kw
moOi may. Trong su6t daGi lam viéc, t6i chua hé gdp may nao I6n nhu thé ca. biéu dang chu
y nifa la phi trudng c6 mot dién tich canh quan Ién t&i 500.000m2 bao gom hon 225.000
cay co du loai, gobm bui cay va loai moc che mat dat. Tat ca nhitng cay trong ngi day da
dugc lua chon dé& cd thé chiu dugc khi hdu khd can cta dia phuong. C6 cd mot hé théng
dit ngdm dudi dat dé tu ddng tudi ciy khi can. Phi trudng ndy cd thé dudgc dung lam bai
dap phu cho phi thuyén Space Shuttle cia NASA nifa. T6i con nhd moét su kién khong dugc
chinh 1dm. Trén ndc “dome” chanh cla phi trudng, vi vo y, c6 trang tri nhiéu hinh ngdi sao
David ctia ngudi Do Thai. Di nhién, diéu ndy khdng thé chdp nhan dugc déi véi hoang gia
Arabe dudng thai!

Lam xong du’ an phi trudng & Saudi Arabia, t6i dugc thuyén chuyén qua du &n “Gas to
Gasoline” dung khi thién nhién dé bién ché ra xéng chay xe hdi clia Tan Tay Lan. Nudc nay
cd it du trlr dau hoa nhung nhiéu khi thién nhién. Nam 1980, cong ty New Zealand Synfuels
Corporation mudn Bechtel xy mdt nha may dé khai thac ngudn néng lugng ddi dao doé tai
Waitara. Day la nha may thudgng mai loai nay dau tién trén thé gidi san xuat xang cé chi s6
octan cao tu khi thién nhién.

Vi thi€u nhan cong can thiét trong viéc xay cat, Bechtel di tdi quyét dinh dung “modules”
dé xay mot phan cta nha méy dang c6 thé hoan tat du &n ding han ky. Cong ty Hitachi-
Zosen cla Nhat Bon dugc ding dé ché tao t&t ca 76 “modules.” Méi cai ndng 650 tan dugc
chd tdi Tan Tay Lan trén nhitng chiéc tau hang ndng. T4&i noi, nguGi ta huy déng nhirng xe
tai loai d3c biét d€ chd nhitng “modules” ndy trén doan dudng dai 24 ciy sd téi nha may.
Pay la mot trong nhitng cong trinh chuyén chd trén bo I6n nhat tir trudce téi nay.

Cong trudng con bi de doa bdi hién tugng hda dat thanh chat 1dng néu gdp ddng dat. D&
gidi quyét, cdng ty cho dao 500 cai giéng sau 25 thudc d€ bom nudc tich tu & dudi mat dat
ra ngoai. Dy an dugc hoan tat ding ky han vao nam 1985 va nha may c6 thé san xudt
khoang 14.500 thung dau moi ngay. Pay la cg s@ thugng mai I6n nhdt trén thé gidi bién
ché€ khi thién nhién ra dau xang.

Sau du &n dd, Bechtel mudn tdi qua lam véi chuong trinh phét trién kinh doanh th&i hau
chién & Viét Nam. Ngay hém nay, sau nhiéu nam trgi, nhd dudc doc cac tai liéu da giai mat
(xin xem bUc thu cta téng thdng Nixon gui cho Mién Bac) nén tdi hi€u biét nhiéu hon vé
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chuyén bén trong cta nhirng trién vong 1am &n cla cac cdng ty My vao thdi diém do.

Tho Tong Thong Nixon Gdl Cho Bac Viét
[BAN VAN CUA THONG PIEP TONG THONG HOA KY G&I TOT THU TUONG NUOC DAN CHU
CONG HOA VIET NAM.]

"Wgay 1 Thang 2, 1973

T6ng théng mubn béo dé nudc Dén Chu Cong Hoa Viét Nam théng hiéu vé cac nguyén tic
chi dao cho su'tham gia cua Hoa Ky vao viéc tai thiét thoi hau chién cda Mién Bac Viét Nam.
Nhu diéu 21 trong Thoa Hiép Cham Dut Chién Tranh Va Van HOi Hoa Binh O Viét Nam ky
két vao ngay 27 thang Giéng, 1973 tai Paris d& an dinh thi Hoa Ky sé tham gia theo chinh
sach ¢6 hitu cua minh. Cac nguyén tac do nhu sau:

1) Chanh phu Hiép Chung Qudc Hoa Ky s€ dong gop vao viéc tai thiét thoi hdu chién tai
Mién Bac Viét Nam mot cach vo diéu kién.

2) Nghién cuu so khdi cua My cho thdy nhiftng chuong trinh tai thiét thoi hdu chién ma Hoa
Ky 0 thé vién tro dudi hinh thic grant-in-aid sé 1én tdi khodng 3,25 ty dollars trong 5 ném.
Nhitng loai vién tro khac sé duoc hai bén théa thudn sau. Viéc ubc tinh ndy cd thé duoc
diéu chinh tuy theo nhifng cudc thuong luong di vao chi tiét gidia chanh phu Hoa Ky va
chanh phu Dan Chu Céng Hoa Viét Nam.

3) Hoa Ky sé dé nghi vdi nubc Dén Chu Cong Hoa Vidt Nam viéc thanh Idp mét Uy HGi Hon
Hop My-Bdc Viét VEé Kinh Té trong vong 30 ngdy ké tur ngdy cua théng diép néy.

4) Uy HGi ndy cd tréch nhiém hoach dinh nhiing chuong trinh t3i thiét Bic Viét dé Hoa Ky
CO thé dong gop vao. Viéc tham du’ cua Hoa Ky tuy thudc vao nhing yéu to nhu:

(a) Nhu cdu cua Bdc Viét tuy theo su’ xdo tron do chién tranh géy ra;
(b) Nhu cdu cua viéc tai thiét thoi hdu chién trong lanh vuc canh ndéng va ky nghé
cua nén kinh t€ ¢ Bac Viét.

5) Thanh phén trong Uy HGi Kinh Té Hon Hop gdm s6 thanh vién chia ra ddng déu dai dién
cho hai bén. Hai bén sé thoa thuan vé mgt phuong thuc diéu hanh chuong trinh tai thiét
Bic Viét do Hoa Ky dong gop. Uy Hbi sé hoan tat nhiém vu trong vong 60 ngay ké tu’ ngay
thanh lap.

6) Thanh phan hai bén trong Uy HOi sé hanh su’ theo nguyén tic ton trong chu quyén cua
nhau, khéng can thiép vao ndi tinh cua nhau, bao dam sy binh dang va quyén loi cua nhau.
Dia diém lam viéc cda cac thanh vién trong Uy Hi s€ duoc Hoa Ky va nudc Dén Chu Cong
Hoa Viét Nam dong chi dinh.
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7) Hoa Ky quan niém viéc thuc thi nhiing nguyén tac néu trén sé c6 v lién hé gidia Hoa Ky
va nuoc Dan Chu Cong Hoa Viét Nam vé mat kinh té, thuong mai va nhirng lanh vuc khdc
nia. Ngoai ra né ciing bdo dam cho mét nén hoa binh én dinh va l3u dai & Péng Duong.

Nhiing nguyén tac trén phu hop vdi tinh thén Chuong VIII cua Thoa Hiép Cham Dut Chién
Tranh Va Van Hoi Hoa Binh & Viét Nam duoc ky két tai Paris ngay 27 thang Giéng, 1973.

Van dé My vién trg tai thiét Bac Viét la mot trong nhitng khic mac quan trong chua dugc
gidi quyét xong cla cudc thuong thuyét trong vong bi mat gilra Kissinger va Lé Bic Tho.
Cudc thuang thuyét ndy kéo dai cho téi budi hop chét khi hai bén ky tat vao ban thao cudi
cung cua Hiép binh Ba Lé trong ngay 23 thang Giéng - ding bon ngay trudc khi hai bén
chinh thirc ky két Ban Hiép Dinh Ba Lé vao ngay 27 thang Giéng, 1973. Vao nhitng phut
cudi cua cudc thuong thao, Lé Birc Tho van c6 doi thém tién vién trg. Vi du biét Ha NGi da
chap thuén ban thao cudi cung cua Thoa Hiép Ba Lé nén Kissinger khong thay can thiét phai
dong y tra nhiéu hon so tién 3,25 ty dollars do Nixon dua ra.

Tuy nhién, van dé chinh & day khong phai la thém bt mot vai ty dollars ma la thai do co
chap cua ché dd cong san Ha NOi doi hdi phai coi s6 tién dong gop cua My la “tién boi
thudng nhirng ton that chién tranh do su’ xam lugc quéan su’ cia My gay ra tai Viét Nam.”

V& phia chiing tdi & Sai Gon, viéc nay lam ching t6i nuc cudi. NGi theo kiéu dan gian, Pham
Van Pdng cd thé dgi dén “Tét Congo” mdi nhan dudc tién cia My!

Tuy vay, d& nghi cla Nixon van con dé dé& Ha Noi str dung néu mudn cai thién lién lac ngoai
giao v3i Hoa Thanh DG6n sau ngay ky két Hiép Dinh Ba I€ hay bat c( lic nao trong tucng
lai.

THOA HIEP VE CHUONG TRINH TAI THIET KINH TE BUQC CHINH PHU HOA KY DINH
NGHIA NHU SAU:

Mbi bén sé thuc thi nhirng dé nghi cua Uy Hoi Kinh Té Hon Hop ghi trong vén ban Téng
Thong (My) gdi cho Thu Tudng (Bac Viét) theo diung nhitng diéu khoan trong hién phap
cua minh.

GHI CHU VE NHUNG LOAI VIEN TRQ KHAC

VE vdn dé cac loai vién trg khac, cac nghién cuu cua My cho thdy nhiing chuong trinh thich
hop c0 thé Ién tdi tur 1 tdi 1,5 ty dollars tuy theo nhu cdu vé thuc phdm hay san vét/hang
hoa cua nuoc Dan Chu Céng Hoa Viét Nam.”

Bechtel mudn tdi ti€p tuc 1am viéc phét trién kinh doanh cho cac du an tai thiét thdi hau
chién cua Viét Nam vi toi cd lién lac mat thiét trudc day véi Dai S Bunker (ngay 5 thang 4,
1967 — 11 thang 5, 1973.) Trong thai gian lam viéc & Sai Gon, trong chdc vu Thir trudng
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Kinh t& va Téng gidm ddc Ngan Hang Phét Trién Ky Nghé toi thudng dudc 6ng Pai s mdi
tdi tu gia dé€ ti€p xuc véi cadc Thugng nghi si, dan biéu va nhitng yéu nhan ngudi My dén
thdm viéng Viét Nam. Tdi trinh bay cho ho hi€u vé nhitng chuang trinh phét trién tdi dang
thuc hién. T6i dap may bay truc thang tir mai nha toa dai s My dua ho tdi Bién Hoa, nam
trong viing ngoai 6 Sai Gon, dé di thdm Khu Ky Nghé va nhitng trang trai nudi heo va ga
bang bdp do USAID cung cdp. Ching t6i ti€p tuc cudc thao luan trong lic ding com tdi tai
tu gia cta 6ng Dai sU. Khi thanh ngudi ty nan, t6i biét gn Dai SIr Bunker da viét nhiéu thg
gidi thiéu giup toi ki€m viéc lam (xem Chuagng 15).

MGt bat ngg I6n!

M6t budi sang thang 9, 1978, tai ca hai clra ra vao & tru sG trung uong cla Bechtel, vai
ngudi di’ng phan phat cho nhan vién cong ty s6 bao thang 9/10 cua tap chi Mother Jones.

DPay la mot tap chi My khuynh ta chuyén dang cac bai bao loai diéu tra va nhirng tin mai
nh(t vé chanh tri, moi truGng, nhan quyén, va van hoa. Trong trang 35, t6i doc dugc nhirng
dong chir viét vé madi lién hé gilra toi va Bechtel.

“The Bechtel File

How The Master Builders Protect Their Beachheads
By Mark Dowie

Illustrations by Lou Beach

SEPT/OCT. 1978

35

NUTHIER KON =S

B echtel will work for l
anyone who hasor
can borrow large sums
of money. Nowhere is
this more evident than
in Bechrel’s eagerness
to participate in the re-
construction of Viet-
nam, a country whose
destruction the Bechtel
family supported
through generous gifts
to Richard Nixon's
campaigns,

T— |

"LEp truong phi chanh tri cla Bechtel duoc thé hién ré rét qua su sét sang cua cong ty
muobn tham du vao viéc tai thiét Viét Nam, mot qudc gia ma gia dinh ho d& du’ phan vao tan
pha qua viéc tich cuc dong tién ung hd cudc van dong tranh cu’ cua Nixon. Sau khi chién
tranh chém dut, Bechtel mudn Cuu Thi Trudng Ky Nghé luu vong, Khuong Hiu Biéu, vao
lam. Diéu la nguoi di kham phd ra déu thd ngoai khoi Viét Nam va ciing la ban than cua
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Ellsworth Bunker khi 6ng ndy lam dai su’ & Mién Nam Viét Nem. Loi dung su’ quen biét gilra
Bunker va Diéu, Parker Hart, nguoi tham van cho Bechtel & Hoa Thanh Dén va cing la cuu
dai st My & Saudi Arabia, dén gdp Bunker vao thang Ba nam ngodi vdi cd dé ban chuyén
vé viéc phdi doan My (Mansfield-Woodcock) sap qua Viét Nam. Mac didu muc dich chanh
thuc Ia dé ban céi vé viéc quan nhdn My bi mét tich trong trén chién, to memo cua Hart goi
vé San Francisco am chi Bechtel mudn nhdm vdo viéc khac nia. Bunker nghi la co’ hdi cho
Bechtel lam an & Viét Nam tuy thudc vao két qua cugc viéng tham cda phai doan dac biét
cua My ndy...”Bunker hua la 6ng ta sé cho toi biét vé két qua sau va dé nghi san sang giup
dé khi can.”

Mot trong nhirng ngac nhién dau tién khi di lam & Bechtel la cd [an t6i di vao thang may
cung mot Iic véi Caspar Weinberger, cuu B6 Trudng Quoc Phong va George P. Shultz, cuu
BO trudng Lao dong, BO trudng Ngan kho va BO trudng Ngoai giao. Sau nay toi dudc biét
hai 6ng dd cung lam vai Bechtel: 6ng th& nhit 1am phd ch tich/tdng ¢d van con 6ng sau
lam cha tich.

Caspar Weinberger George P. Shultz

Caspar Weinberger, BS trudng Qudc phong thir 15 cua Hoa Ky lam phd chu tich kiém téng
co'van cua Bechtel Group 0 San Francisco.

George P. Shultz, Ph.D., gido su'vé kinh té cong nghé & MIT. Gilda nam 1974 va 1982, Shultz
lam cép chi huy & Bechtel, Sau cung éng trd thanh chu tich cua céng ty.

Dai dién Bechtel tai Hoi nghi cac Du’ an Bau tu thoi Hau Chién o Viét Nam
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V& vén dé phat trién kinh doanh, Bechtel mudn ti tham du mdt khoa hdi thao dugc td chirc

tai tru s& cua PG&E vé dé tai “Nhirng du an dau tu hau chién tai Viét Nam.” Ong Art Torres,

Thugng nghi si tiéu bang California déng thdi cling la Chu tich dang Dan Chu & California,

da di tham Viét Nam nhiéu lan la mét trong nhitng dién gia chanh vao bira do. Toi dua ra

nhan xét rang chi phi san xuét ky nghé & Viét Nam dugc Igi diém cb gidi nhan céng lanh

nghé, lam viéc can man va lanh lugng thé’p cd Ié vi Viet Nam thuéc nhém “van hda cam
dlia” (Nhat Bdn, Trung Qudc, Viét Nam va Dai Han.)

Ong Thugng nghi si muon cho moi ngudi thay la 6ng biét nhiéu vé Viét Nam va ndi la toi
noi sai. Ong mdi & Cao Mién vé va thay ngerl dan xur nay cling dung diia d€ an. Toi phai
giai thich rang theo lich s&r nhdm &n diia chi géom bdn quéc gia dugc neq ra ma thoi. Phan
con lai nhu Cao Mién, An D9, Pakistan, Phi Luat Tan, Nam Dugng, Lao ... A Rap va cac nudc
bén Phi Chau thudc nhém dling ngén tay dé &n. DBdi vSi cac nudc 1an bang cla Viét Nam
nhu Cao Mién thi mot s6 da bi “Viét Nam hdéa” nén dung dlia. Thuc ra, bén canh nhifng
ngudi bi lai gibng nhu Khmer Krom sinh séng & vung Déng Bang Song Clru Long cla Viét
Nam trong nhifng tinh tir S6c Trang tdi Chau BGoc, con cd mot cong dong quan trong ngudi
Viét 14p nghiép tai Bién HO hay hd Tonlesap bén Cao Mién trong nhiéu thé ky qua. Nhu vay,
khi néi v& dan ching &n theo cach nao, ta cd thé két ludn phan con lai nhu Chéu Au, Uc
Ch&u va Nam My dung dao va nia dé &n.

Du an toi lam ké ti€ép kha dac biét: nghién clru kha thi vé loai bom ménh danh la “Peace-
keeper Bomb Project” cho BO Qudc Phong My. Day la mot “du an bi mat dugc bat mi”: Bom
nguyén tr dugc cat chira bén trong mét ngon nui ma khéng ¢4 16i ra vao. Do d6 khéng cach
nao cd thé bi phéng ra vi nham lan hay tai nan ca. “Pirng tdn cdng ching tdi vi ching toi
céd mC)t ham chira bom bi mat cho phép ching téi ndi trong ba ngay sé€ tu dong tiéu diét
ban.” Nhiém vu cla t6i la thiét ké phudng cach cho mdt may dao ham dé ngay sau khi nd
dao t&i mat dat thi tréi bom cé thé dugc tu ddng phong ra. Diéu quan trong la lam sao
— . tranh khoi bi vé tinh quan dich
t“'"w ~ . phat hién. Giai phap cua tdi la gan
Um@w&m nhifng hoa tién vong quanh cai
“c6” clla mady dao ham. T6i tinh

BEKH NG sao cho cac hoa tién di manh dé

26 FEB. 1987 day may xuéng sudn nui.

P O |

Du an toi lam sau d6 lién quan tdi
“Atomic Vapor Laser Isotope
Separation (AVLIS.) tai Lawrence
Livermore National Lab. Tha tuc
kifm sodt an ninh/security
clearance ngi day rat nghiém
ngat. Mat sau thé nhan vién cua
t6i co hoda chat vai kha nang phat
hién chat phong xa.

T —

signature

e — -

Thé an n/nh do Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory
cap cho nhéan vién Bechtel 1987
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M6t trong nhirng thir thach hac bda nht la lam sao tach rdi mot cach hitu hiéu va it tén
kém mot loai dong vi/isotope nao d6 cua mot nguyén t6 hda hoc ra khdi cac dong vi khac
dé co thé dung ddng vi da dugc tach rdi vao nhirng muc dich y khoa, néng lugng hay san
xuat vii khi. Théng thudng thi viéc tach rgi cac déng vi dugc thuc hién qua ky thuat khuéch
tan khi/gaseous diffusion tai cd s& & Oakridge, hay ky thuat khi ly tam/gas centrifuge dugc
ap dung bén Iran bay giG. GiG day, cac khoa hoc gia va ky su’ ciia Lawrence Livermore Lab
da phat minh ra mét ky thudt t8i tdn hoan toan mdi mé va hiru hiéu dung tia laser dé€ tach
r@i dong vi/laser isotope separation (LIS). Ky thuat nay dua vao hién tugng la tuy nhirng
dong vi trong mét nguyén td giong nhau vé phudng dién hda hoc nhung lai hap thu cac
mau cla tia laser modt cach khac nhau. Do dd, cé thé diéu chinh tia laser mot cach chinh
xac dé€ ion hda cac nguyén tir trong mot ddng vi nao dé roi dung dién ndng dé thu thap
ching trén nhitng tdm dia. LIS dugc phat minh dau tién trong thap nién 1970s nhu mot ky
thudt it tdn kém va 6n dinh véi méi trudng dé€ cung cap chat uranium manh han dung trong
cac |0 may phat dién nguyén tr cling nhu nhitng vat liéu nguyén tir dac biét thiét yéu cho
nhu cau an ninh qudc gia. Trong nhirng nam qua, khoang 2 ty dollars da dugc dau tu vao
Lawrence Livermore Lab d& cai tién ky thudt méi mé do va chirng minh sy kha thi cia nd
véi mét nha may thi diém ding tdm ¢ va dugc trang bi day dd. Muc tiéu ndy da dudc thuc
hién vao nhirng nam dau cua thap nién 1990 cho viéc tach rGi cac vat li€u nguyén ti dac
biét va vao nhirng nam cudi ctia cting thap nién cho viéc lam uranium manh nham muc dich
thucong mai.

TGi luc nay, toi da lam viéc 12 nam vdi mot cong ty qubc té khéng 16 tai San Francisco. Suy
gam lai, trong khoang thai gian dd, tam trang t6i hoan toan khéng gidng chit nao khi toi
con lam viéc & bén nha. Trudc 1975, muc tiéu chinh cua tdi la gilp phét trién dat nudc dang
cd thé thi dua mét cach ding dén véi nhitng “con hd nhd” ctia A Chau, nhitng qudc gia lan
bang clia minh. Bong luc trong t6i lic dé la lam viéc cho Viét Nam v@i niém hang say. Bay
giG & Bechtel, du an t6i dam trach nham xay cho quéc vuong x& Saudi Arabia mét phi
truGng qudc té tai Riyadh, thu phu cda nudc nay. Toi ludn phai hoan tat nhiém vu mot cach
t6t dep cho x&'ng dang véi dong luong toi nhdn dé sdng. Tuy nhién, t6i cdm thdy minh
chdng khac chi ngudi linh L& Duong di danh mudn G hai ngoai. Tat ca chi vi tién luong ma
thoi chd khong co Itra thiéng!

Thu Thach Trong Mot Cong Ty Nho

Qua Nhiéu Viéc Hoac Chét Poi!

Feast or Famine!
'Y )
~oll g\\w@
San José ISER PERMANENTE ¢
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Stanford Hospital

Cong viéc tai Bechtel nhiéu thich th nhung khi hang ngay phai 1ai xe han 100 miles dé di
lam qua la mat thi gid va mot ganh nang. T6i may man cd chon lua khac la qua lam vdi
ngudi ban tot tén la Joe McQuillan & San Francisco. Toi thugng lugng vai Bechtel vé phic
Igi trong quy huu béng clia tdi sau khi da lam viéc dugc 12 ndm dé qua cdng tac véi Joe.

Puaong nhién chuyén 1ai xe 100 ddm Anh dé di Iam mdi ngay khong phai Ia ly do duy nhit
khi€n t6i nghi & Bechtel. Bong luc chinh la toi coi Joe nhu mot ngudi ban dang tin cay va
cong ty tham van ky thuat cta 6ng chuyén vé mot cong viéc toi thich. T6i phai cong nhan
trong 12 ndm toi lam viéc & Bechtel cong ty nay doi xir t6t vdi tdi nhung t6i ludn bi cang
thang tinh than va udc mong cé nhiéu thdi gid hon véi gia dinh.

Ong Polvi, chu tich Bechtel, c6 1ong tét t6 chirc cho tdi mét bira tiéc chia tay tai tru s ndi
ti€éng cla “Engineers Club” & trung tam thanh phd San Francisco. Toi dugc cong ty tdng mot
chiéc ddng hd deo tay that t8t, mot may thap dd k&-han thir bi€u-phong vii ¢ gan nhan
hi€u cia Bechtel dé€ gilp diéu chinh nhiét d6é & trong nha cho dugc thodi mai va mdt bic
tho tién dua day hao .

Bechtel Civil. Inc.

Engineers-Constructors

R.L.Polvi P.O. Box 3965
Chu Tich Fifty Beale Street
CA 94119 San Francisco,

Ngay 9 thang 12, 1987
Ong Diéu thén &i:

Thay mdt cho t6 hdp Bechtel, toi xin bay to /ong trén trong cua toi vé nhu’ng dong gop cua
Ong trong subt 12 ném Ong céng tac vdi cbng ty cho tdi khi Ong vé huu vdo ngdy 3 thang
10 nam 1987.

Subt thoi gian 1am vdi cdng ty, Ong dé t6 ra xuét sdc qua cac cbng viéc ky thuét Ong thuc
hién trong cac du’ an & Venezuela, Tén Tdy Lan, Saudi Arabia va Hoa Ky.

Long sét sang, tan tdm vdi céng viéc ky thudt éng dam nhiém tai "H&CF Division, Bechtel
Petroleum va Bechtel National Inc.” da gop phan khong nho vao su'thanh cong cua Bechtel,
T0i tin tuong la nhing nguoi ban va dong nghiép cua Ong & Bechtel sé cung hop y Vi toi
chuc Ong doi dao suc khoe va niém vui trong nhifng nam tdi,

Thén &i,
Ong biéu Khuong-Hiu Bob Polvi
16 Riverton Drive
San Francisco, CA 94132
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Lam sao t6i quen v@i Joe va cong tac vé@i cong ty nho cia ong?

Khi con lam viéc vGi Bechtel, t6i hét siic ngac nhién khi dugc biét du cé bang M.Sc. vé
Engineering clia MIT t6i van khéng dugc phép ky tén vao nhirng hoa d6 cua du an. Toi phai
thi xong Professional Engineer (PE) mdi dugc cap gidy phép/license ky tén vao nhirng hoa
d6 vé ky thuat. Day la ca mot thach thirc cho t6i & Tan Thé Gidi bai vi toi da bo ghé dai hoc
nhiéu ndam, tir 1957. Trong han mot thap nién, kinh nghiém di lam chanh cua téi la quan tri
ch( khong lién quan gi tdi viéc tinh toan ky thuat ca.

Sau mot thdi gian cdm cui 6n lai bai vé, toi di thi & San Francisco dudi su’ giam sat cia 6ng
Joe McQuillan, ngugi dai dién cho “Sacramento Board for Professional Engineers, Land
Surveyors, and Geologists.” Cam ta Thugng D€, van phong trung uéng & Sacramento thong
bao cho Joe hay la téi da dat dugc diém cao nhit tir trude téi nay. Mot [an nifa, cdng thirc
“10% hirng khdi va 90% mo hoi” cla toi da to ra hiéu nghiém. Co 1€ nhd vao két qua thi do
ma Joe va t6i da két ban vdi nhau.

Khi lam viéc & Bechtel tdi van lién lac véi Joe va thinh thodng chung toi di dung com trua
vGi nhau. Van phong cua 6ng chi cach sd t6i lam vai “blocks.” NhG 6ng, téi dugc biét trong
mudi may nam qua, 6ng thudng nhan dugc giao kéo canh tan hda nhitng hé thong may
maoc tai cac bénh vién nhu Kaiser Permanente, Seton Medical Center, Stanford Hospital, San
Jose Hospital... phan 16n nam trong Vung Vinh. Nhéan céch cta Joe géy an tugng sau dam
V@i t6i. Ong la nguGi than thién, thanh tam, that tha, ci mg va la mot ki su' thuc su' lanh
nghé. Ong ndi vai t6i la bat c Iic nao 6ng cling san sang dén nhan t6i vao cong ty cla
éng. Téi nghi viéc & Bechtel d€ qua lam véi Joe trong sudt 10 ndm sau nay.
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Joe McQuillan Van phong cua MDA Engineering Inc., Hayward, CA 1990

Joe sanh ra trong mét gia dinh khiém tén & ti€u bang Montana. Vi la mét cuu chién binh
trong chién tranh Triéu Tién, Joe nh& vao ludt “GI Bill” d& hoc xong bang PE vé Ky su cd
khi “Mechanical Engineering” clia Montana State College. Tdi cang né phuc Joe hon khi biét
ong ta con la mot ludt su’ tr University of San Francisco nira. Toi bat dau lam viéc véi Joe
tai mo6t van phong nho hep nam trong mot cao 6c yén tinh khong c6 anh sang mat trgi noi
trung tam tai chanh clia thanh phd San Francisco. Joe mudn moét ba “draft woman” vé hoa
do tén Julie rat thao nghé. Tién thué nha tai trung tam thanh phS San Francisco kha mac
mo. Vi cdng viéc dang phat trién manh nén Joe quyét dinh mudn thém k¥ su vao lam viéc
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va don tGi mét nai rong rai han 6 Hayward ndm phia bén kia cadu San Mateo Bridge. Joe ¢
thém mot ngudi hun von la Neil Davidson, va bon ky su’ tén la David Gateno, David Pang,
Tran Liém, Arlen Allinger, cung mot ngu@i vé hoa do la Brian Mothershed. Neil muén Jennifer
Valesquez lam tha ky/ké toan vién cho cong ty mdi:

MDA Engineering Inc.
795 Fletcher Lane
Hayward, CA 94544

Joe va Neil mdi ngudi lam chl 40% s6 vén ctia cdng ty con tdi chi ¢ 20% nhung lai gitr s6
phi€u quyét dinh.

Bay gid t6i hiéu rd dugc néu khéng nhd vao su quen biét clia Joe trong thdp nién qua vdi
nhitng bénh vién trong viing Vinh thi cdng ty s& khdng cé du viéc dé lam. Joe ndi tiéng la
moOt chuyén vién vé thiét bi ky thuat cho cac bénh vién. Nhirng hé thong vé sudi
nong/heating, thong gié/ventilating, va diéu hoa khong khi/air conditioning tai cac bénh
vién trong thap nién 1980 phan I&n dudc trang bi v&i nhirng nbi hai/boiler va may lanh/chiller
Xua san xuét trong hai thap nién 1960 va 1970 nén thiéu hiéu qua. D€ so sanh, diéu nay
chdng khac gi 1ai nhitng xe hai Hoa Ky nudt xang dugc san xuét trong thap nién 1970 vay.
Téi gilp Joe thiét k& hé thng may tdng hdp dung trong cac bénh vién “Hybrid system”
tuang tu nhu loai xe it hao xang nhdm “Prius” cia Toyota hién dai.

Pa s6 nhitng bénh vién trong thap nién 1980 dudgc trang bi hoi trudc 1970 vdi 10 “sup de”
dé lam hai nudc hay nudc ndng. Sau do, ngudi ta dung may lanh/chiller chay dién d&ng cé
nudc lanh chay may diéu hda khdng khi hay dé€ dung vao nhirng muc dich lam lanh khéc.

MOt hé thdng dong phat tan tién/Cogeneration system con dudc goi la hé thong dién nhiét
két hgp/combined heat and power (CHP) cé thé dung dé phat ra dién con hai néng thai ra
sé dugc dung lam hgi nudc va nudc ndng. Hé théng CHP mdi nay cé hiéu qua gan gap doi
hé thong phat dién thong thudng. Nhiét luc thay vi bi thai ra trong khong khi nhu truéc day
nay dudc dung vao nhirng muc dich ich Igi khac.

Haon nita, hé thdng tam phat/Trigeneration system la mét tong hdp cla hé thdng dong phat/
Cogeneration system vdi may lanh/Absorption Chiller d& chuyé&n ddi nhién liéu thanh dién
luc, nhiét luc va nudc lanh. Nhiét luc bi thai ra trong hé thdng déng phét nay dugc dung dé
san xuét ra nudc lanh dé diéu hoa khdng khi, udp lanh hay nhitng muc dich lam lanh khac...
Do do6 hé thong dong phat/Cogeneration va hé thGng tam phat/Trigeneration gilp tiét ki€ém
chi phi dédng k& cling nhu giam t6i da téi 50% mdrc dd phat thai carbon so véi phucng phép
diéu hoa khong khi thong thudng. Gidi tiéu thu, nhd do, cling tiét kiém dugc gan nda chi
phi vé dién ctia minh. Mdy lanh/absorption chiller bién d&i nhiét luc bi sa thai thanh nudc
lanh.

Gan day,hé thdng CHP dugc chl y téi nhiéu vi m(rc gia tdng nhu cau vé nhién liéu trén toan
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cau, su bién déng gid ca, va quan tdm vé thay déi khi hdu. So sanh véi hiéu qua & mirc do
45% khi dung hé thong phat nhiét va dién riéng biét thong thudng, cac hé thong CHP cé
thé hoat ddng & mirc hiéu qua han 70%.

Steam
0.78MPa
Generating output ; — |- 583kg/h

1000kW

Hot water
1605.8 MJ/h

209.5 Nm3/h
Hé Théng Cogen tiéu biéu duoc dung trong bénh vién

Heat Losses

Cooling

Heat 55%

Line Losses

Hé théng tam phat/trigeneration dién hinh gém mdt may chinh cd thé cung lic phat dién,
nhiét luc va nuoc lanh.
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Birc tuwdng ddi véi bd Trao Doi Nhiét Luc

Luat I€ vé viéc han chi (plumbing) doi hoi phai c6 mét burc tudng doi & gitta c6 mét khoang
trng d€ dan nudc bi ri ra bén ngoai. Cac bénh vién bt budc phai hdi du cac doi hoi méi
do.

Nguyén tc van chuyén:

Plng nhu tén goi cia nd, birc tudng déi don gian chi la mot thiét ké gom cé hai tam kim
loai dat song song vGi nhau v8i mot khoang tréng nho & gira cd muc dich lam gia tang do
an toan trong trudng hgp mot trong hai tam kim loai bi lUng roi gay ri nudc. Néu chat dung

: dich cia mét trong hai bén ri ra ngoai
va qua khoi tam kim loai th(r nhat thi
s€ bi khoang trong va tam kim loai th(
hai chan lai. Nudc ri sé bi phat hién khi
chay ra bén ngoai. Thiét ké birc tudng
doi di kem vai miéng dém kép/double
gasket sé bao dam t6i da tranh khoi
tinh trang hai dong dung dich bi tron
lan nhau khi c6 ri & phan bén trong cua
hé thong nay.

Butc Tuong D6i Trao P Nhiét Luc

Nhifng 16 tr6ng n&m gitra hai t&m kim loai dugc han
bang tia laser. Su phat hién & bén ngoai khi miéng
han hay tam kim loai bi hdng. Su phat hién & bén
ngoai khi miéng dém/gasket bi hong.

Joe va t6i lién tuc nhan don dat hang cho hé thong
dongphat/Cogeneration va hé thong tam phat/
Tricogeneration va bd trao ddi nhiét véi birc tudng
do6i/double vault heat exchangers. Joe con nhan N
nhirng du an dac biét thiét 1ap hé thong diéu hoa khong khi cho phong giai phau tim.

Trong mudi nam cdng tac vdi Joe, toi phai doi dau v8i mot van dé giao té kha nan giai. Neil
Davidson lam dung 10ng t6t cla Joe d& dua ngudi con gai va con trai vao lam trong céng
ty. Ca hai déu khdng du kha ndng dé lam viéc trong mot cdng ty cd van ky thudt. T6i budc
long phai s dung s& phiéu quyét dinh 20% ctia minh dé& ngdn chn su' lam dung cla Neil
dong thdi giai quyét khd khan tai chanh cho Joe va cong ty. Khi t6i vao lam viéc vdi Joe,
ching t6i cd su thoa thudn rang tdi s& vé huu & tudi 65 dé Ianh tién phc Igi cia Social
Security vao thang Mugi, 1996. Joe va toi ti€p tuc gdp nhau dé€ di udng rugu va ding com
t6i mai thr ndm cho tdi khi 6ng qua dGi trong nam 2001.
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Khi toi vao lam vd&i Bechtel trong thap nién 1970,
cdng ty dugc xem la mot t6 hop vé ky thudt va xay
cat I6n nhat thé gidi thuc hién nhirng du an Ién téi
hang ty My kim tai Hoa Ky va trong hon 100 quéc ‘
gia trén thé gidi trong nhiéu thap nién. Khi dén vai
Bechtel toi biét rd hoat dong cua cac cong ty I6n vi
t6i da cd kinh nghiém lam viéc vai nam véi ESSO —
con cb tén khac la Standard Oil of New Jersey. Vao
thdi di€ém do, ESSO va IT&T la hai cdng ty I6n nhit
nuGc My. Nhitng cong ty khéng 16 d6 thudng ndm
virng ky thuat tan ti€n nhat trong nganh hoat dong
ctia ho nhung quan trong hon ca ho c6 méi lién hé
cho quen biét ding cho - yéu t& thiét yéu dé mdc néi trong cdng viéc lam &n. Nhu da néu
trén, Bechtel dat dugc mirc thudng vu hang ndm Ién t&i 40 ty My kim véi s6 nhan vién
40.000 ngudi. Thanh phan 1anh dao cao cép cuta cdng ty lubn bao gdm nhiéu nhan vat néi
ti€ng va cd nhiéu thé luc nam trong va ngoai chanh quyén.

Gaskets

Phan Két

TOi lam viéc rong ra su6t 22 nam vai cong ty I16n cling nhu nho. T6i hoc hoi dudc gi? Trong
thdi gian 12 ndm & Bechtel cong viéc lam cu'c nhoc va bi nhiéu ap Iuc nhung t6i da déi phd
dugc véi cac van dé cam go dé thuc hién du &n mdt cach hiéu qua. T6i c6 dugc mot cong
viéc vifng vang cung mot cudc sdng thoai mai. Tuy vay, toi van nghi rang minh da quyét
dinh ding khi v& huu sém. Bang ly ra, t6i cé thé hudng két qua ctia bao cdng lao lam viéc
mét nhoc bén canh Marie, ngudi vg yéu dau cla t6i. Nhung tai sao toi lai phiéu luu nhap
vao mot cong ty tu nhan nho, mot viéc mdi la ma téi hoan toan khéng cé kién thic gi vé
viéc tim viéc lam mdi nai cac bénh vién. V6 s6 bat ngd va nhirc 6c dang chd dgi t6i! Nhitng
kinh nghiém hoc hoi dugc & Bechtel khong gitp ich dugc cho toi!

T6i nhanh chdng nhan thirc ra nhitng van dé trong moét cong ty nhd khac hdn nhiing gi toi
trai nghiém trudc day. Thir thach 16n lao lién tuc am anh t6i la lam sao kiém dudc viéc lam
déu déu cho cong ty d€ nudi sdng nhdm nhan vién nhé cla minh. Van dé cta ching t6i that
don gian: hodc dugc qua nhiéu viéc lam hodc chét déi. Nhin dudi mot khia canh khac, toi
nhan dinh rang su s6ng con cla mot cong ty nhd khd han rat nhiéu so véi mot cong ty
khdng 16 cd viéc 1am cho khoang 40.000 nhan vién nhu Bechtel! Biéu ndy cho thay su hiéu
nghiém cua viéc “di lai” va “trao d6i” gitta chanh phl va nhan vét ndi tiéng c6 nhiéu thé luc
trong cac doanh nghiép I3n. Moi su’ déu cd thé mua di ban lai dugc ca.
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Chuong 22

Am Thuc Trong Ddi Toi

Van Hoa Dung Pida
Viét, Hoa, Nhut, Triéu-Tién

Toi dudc dao tao thanh ki su “bu-lon con-tan” nhu' vay tai sao t6i lai cam but viét vé nghé
thudt &m thuc? C6 thé vi dinh ménh hay s6 phdn ma trong sudt ddi toi - ngoai trr nhitng
nam 1953 t&i 1956 IGc tdi phai 1am nghé rra chén khi hoc & Lafayette College trong tiéu
bang Pennsylvania va mét khoang thai gian ngan s6ng trong trai ti nan ctia Thdy quan Luc
chién Marine Camp Pendleton & California vao nam 1975 - t6i luén dugc s6ng v8i nghé thuat
am thuc. Muc dich t6i vi€t chuong ndy 1a d€ ghi lai nhitng kinh nghiém riéng tu, thich thd
va ddc biét ma téi may mdn dugc trai qua v8i cdc mén dn ngon miéng tlr thdi tha du. Vé
mat thuc tién, tdi mong trinh bay phuong cach 1am thé nao dé cd thé hudng thu nhiing
mon an ngon miéng thudng ngay (gourmet menu du jour) ma khong phai cuc nhoc.

Thirc an toi tirng dugc ném qua kha da dang. La ngugi Viét goc Hoa s6ng dudi thGi Phap
thudc c6 nghia la tir nho t6i da khdng xa la gi véi thirc dn ngon cua nguGi Phap. T6i cam
thay thich tha moi khi dugc an nhitng moén nhu “soupe a I'oignon, canard a I'orange, steak
pommes frites, éclair, flan, croissant, brioche, café au lait...!” Thém nira, song trong “van
hda dung diia”, t6i khdng hé g&p khé khan gi khi dugc thudng thirc nhitng mén &n ndi tiéng
nhitt ciia Phucgng Bong. Trong DE Nhi Thé Chién, quan d6i Nhut chiém déng Bong Duacng
va lan dau tién trong ddi, toi dugc ném thr mén ca sdng ma sau nay trd thanh mot trong
nhirng mén tdi ua chudng nhit: Sashimi. Trong th&i ¢6, ngudi Tau y lai nén van minh tu
tdn tu' dai cho rang ngudi &n do bién s6ng, khdng ndu nudng, 1a man rg!

Sau khi tir gid gia dinh & My Tho dé& Ién Sai Gon lam viéc, tdi dugc Iam quen vSi mot s6 thirc
an qudc té tai tha dé. Trong chifc vu Téng gidm d6c Ngan Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé Viét
Nam va mot vai nam lam Th{ trudng BS Thucng Mai va Ky Nghé, tdi ¢d dip du’ nhitng budi
ti€p tan cua gidi thuong gia & Sai Gon. Ngoai ra, t6i con dudc cac vi dai st Trung Hoa Dan
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Qudc, Hoa Ky, Anh, Nhut, va Phép... m&i dung com dé gap nhitng yéu nhan cta xr ho dén
viéng thdm Viét Nam. Cac vi dai st da hoan hi dem nhitng mén an ngon cua x ho ra dé
khoan dai khach.

To6i nhd hoi con hoc & Lycée Yersm trén Da lat, vi glao su’ mon Dia ly ngudi Phap, ong
Convert, ludn ndi rang nghé thuat &m thuc cta nudc dng 1a ditng dau thé gidi. Ong ché
giéu ngudi Anh chi biét &n nhitng “mén ludc” trong bira cdm t0i, ngerl burc thi an“sauerkraut

LAgN /4

va khoai tay” con ngudi Y lai chuy&n mon &n “ravioli va spaghetti.”

N&m 1968, t6i hudng dan mot phai doan ky nghé gia qua thdm viéng Anh Quédc va dugc
6ng dai st Anh tai Sai Gon la Lord Murray MacLehose mai t6i du bifa tiéc tién dua tai tu gia
cla ong. Toi hét sirc ngac nhién hoc hoi dugc nhirng nghi € va thdc an that tuyét vai cua
ngudi Anh. T6i hoan toan khong thay “mdn ludc” nao ca nhung lai cd nao la cd hoi x& To
Cach Lan/Scotland x6ng khdi “Scottish smoked salmon” vdi banh kép lam bang yén mach/
oatmeal pancakes va “horse radish cream”, “Prime Ribs Roast” véi “Yorkshire pudding,”
“Creme a I'Anglaise” vdi trai dau. R6i Demi tasse. T6i nghi nguGi Phap lubn danh gia thap
cach ndu an cda ngudi Anh. Nhan day, toi cling xin ndi thém la sau khi man nhiém & Sai
Gon, dai s Lord Murray MacLehose dugc bé 1am vi thdng dbc thir 25 (1971-1982) clia Hong
Kong.

Nhirng bira tiéc sang trong, day huong vi dugc trinh bay that dep mat tai tu that cda hai vi
dai s Trung Hoa Dan Qudc va Nhut gay cho toi nhiéu an tugng tot kho quén. Téi co chon
ra mot s6 mén dé dua chi b&p n4u lai tai nha cla tdi & Sai Gon dé cung ban bé thudng
thirc. Sau cung, vdi tu’ cach dai dién cua Viét Nam t6i cd di tham viéng chanh thitc vai nudc
ban. Tai nhiing nci nay, nhitng ddi tac thét dai toi vGi cac mén an tuyét ngon cua x ho.
Ngudc lai, khi ho qua hop tai Sai Gon, t6i cling dap Ié ma@i ho thudng thic nhirng mén doc
dao cla Viét Nam. buang nhién la ¢d I0c phai lam viéc cuc nhoc va cling ¢ ltic d€ &n ngon.
Thanh that ma ndi, toi khdng coi viéc thét dai nhu vay la tham nhiing hay phung phi ma la
nhifng nghi Ié ngoai giao can thiét. Nhitng budi tiép tan sang trong thudng dugc t6 chirc tai
Toa Bach Oc, Windsor Castle hay tai Dai Sanh budng Nhan Dan...

Thé Nao La Thirc An Ngon Pdi Véi To6i?

Mén &n ngon chi cdn mot s it y&u t& nhu: dugc ndu ding céch, bd dudng, dé mua vat liéu,
vira miéng va vira tui tién. T6t hon ca, tdi mudn tu ndu & nha nhung néu tdi cd thé mua tai
nha hang & khu cu ngu cling tét. Khi ndi tdi bira an ngon, khéng nhat thiét phai dat tién,
cao luang my vi, doi hdi cach ndu nudng cau ky cling nhu' cach trung bay that my thuat
hodc phai gdbm nhiéu mén cé nhiéu chét b6 dudng.

Theo t6i, mudn cé mot bira an ngon khi ndu can nhirng mén cé chat liéu tuci va co vi ngon
la du r6i. Nhitng mén minh chon d€ ndu & nha cé thé tuong tu’ nhu nhitng mén cua nhirng
dau bép chuyén nghiép. Thi du nhu t6i thich ndu tom hum cla Maine that tuci vdi sauce
mayonnaise, salad tugi trén véi dau dam balsamic va banh cheesecake. Tat ca moi thr do
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déu tu tay toi rap. TruGc ti€én minh cé thé hap tdm hum vdi nhitng rau thom ua thich mot
cach dé dang. Sauce mayonnaise nén ding dau 6 liu loai t8t d€ danh vdi trong doé trimg ga
s& ngon khéng thua bt cir dau bép nao lam. D& trdng miéng, t6i mua banh cheesecake tai
mot tiém ndi ti€ng nhit trong thanh phd, con vé rugu ti chon mdt chai that ngon tir hdm
rugu trong nha ma gia chi bang mot phan ba 6 bén ngoai.

76m hum va nghéu tuoi hap tai nha cing ngon khong thua gi do moét dau bép hang ba sao nau

D6 bién tuoi khdng can an vdi nhitng x8t do nhitng d&u bép loai cao thd lam mdi ngon.
Chang han nhu con hau Belon nén thudng thic tuci don gian khdng can dén sauce cho
thém rdc rdi! Thud xua, khdng cé phuong tién udp lanh hay chuyén chd dudng bo va hang
khong mau le nén tdm ca khdng dugc tugi nhu' ngay nay. Cac “chefs” can sauce ddng che
Iap phan kém tuci. Tai San Francisco, nhiéu siéu thi cia ngudi A Bong lubn ludn cé hang
chuc “aquariums” hd cd nudc mén va nudc ngot dé chlra ca, tdm, so, 6c, tép, hau, tom
hiim, cua Dungeness... Ta c6 thé ding nhitng hai san con s6ng ndu nhifng mén an ngon
moi ngay tai nha dé thudng thirc ma khéng sg thua kém gi nhitng mén mua tai nha hang
c6 “Chef ba sao.”

Véi thdi gian, ti cd thé 1ap moét danh sach dai v6i nhitng mén 8n don gian néu tai nha hay
mua tir nha hang vai gia ca phai chdng. Chi can chit c8 gang nhu vay, t6i co thé ¢ nhirng
bita 8n ngon miéng béat c Iiic ndo trong ndm. M6t viéc hitu ich chidng ta cé thé lam 1a theo
doi nhitng bép co ti€ng & San Francisco khi ho nghi viéc & nha hang ho dang lam r6i ra m@
tiém riéng.

Trudc day toi tirng s6ng G vung Pong Bang Séng Clru Long cb vo s6 sdng ngoi va kinh rach
day phu sa nén co6 that nhiéu tom, ca va cua 6c. Mién duyén hai cla Viét Nam cung cap
that nhiéu hai san k& luén ca loai cd com (anchovies) déc biét cua tinh Phan Thiét va dao
Phd Quéc. Hai ndi nay ché bién ca com thanh loai nudc mém ndi tiéng. Nudc mdm cua Viét
Nam tucng duong véi xi dau clia ngudi Hoa, Nhat va Pai Han trong nén “van minh dung
dlia.” Nh& khi hdu hai mua mua ndng cla vung nhiét ddi di kém véi dat dai phi nhiéu ma
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Mién Nam d& dirng hang cao vé xudt cang gao trén thé giGi va 1a ngudn cung cip dang ké
vé hai san, thao mdc, trai cdy, rau cai vung nhiét dgi. Trén cao nguyén nhu Da lat lai c6 ca
rau cai x(f lanh Au-My. Nhitng chat liéu hap dan ké trén 1a cdn ban dé& niu nhitng mén &n
tuyét ngon cua ngudi Viét.

Tai Viét Nam, thong thuGng nhirng gia dinh trung luu déu cé moét ngu'di nau bép trong nha.
T6i con nhé IGc toi khodng 5 tudi, ma toi cd dugc mot “dau bép” ranh nghé 1a Thim Tu.
Trudc dé, Thim Tu gidp viéc cho mdt gia dinh ngudi An DO tén “Sau Po” vi 1a chu clia bén
do Chg My Tho, 8 gan nha. Nhd vay toi thudng dugc thudng thic nhitng mén an An va
nhirng mon ca-ri dac biét do Thim Tu ndu. Bucng nhién, Thim Tu con la mot dau bép Viét
cur khoi nira.

Ldc nhd, tdi thich di theo Thim Tu' t&i nha chu cii ngudi An
xem thim ca ca chuc th(r gia vi khac nhau thanh b6t ca-ri.
Thim Tu cdm vién déa tron trong hai tay d€ nghién céc gia
vi trén mot tang da phang ndng. (xin xem hinh phia dudi.)
Gia vi dudc dung gom: nghé, ngo tham, thia la, 6t kho,
tiéu den, 1a ca-ri, toi, gi'ng, h6i hudng, thao qua, qué, me,
va dau me. Loai bét ca-ri vang dac biét nay thom ngon haon
loai ban san ngoai ti€ém nhiéu. Thim Tu thudng hay nau ca-
ri ga, vit hay dé cd thém ghee (loai b lam bang sira dé) ,
va nudc cot dira ndi tiéng cua VN. Téng dé nghién ca ri cia Thim Tu’

Theo phong tuc Khdng gido, déc biét trong ngay gid cia dng ba, nhirng ngudi trong dai gia
dinh thudng tu hop lai d€ tudng niém va cung nhau chia sé nhitng mén ngon déc biét.
Trong dip ndy, mdi ngudi trong gia dinh dem t8i nhitng mén chon loc riéng cla minh. Toi
khong bao gid quén dugc nhirng mén goi cudn, nem cudn, cha gio, goi du da, goi tom thit
VvGi cl cai trdng va ca rét, ca-ri Madras, mi vit tiém, ga ac tiém thudc bac, canh khé qua,
heo quay banh héi, b6 cau quay, thit kho ba chi, chao tdbm boc mia... Tat ca nhirng mon do
an véi nhitng loai rau thom con tugi va nudc cham dac biét. (Xin xem nhitng hinh phia
dudi.)

Nhirng Mén An Tiéu Biéu Trong Ngay Gi6 Cua Gia Dinh Toi

GOi Cubn Nem Cuén Cha Gio vdi rau thom
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GoOi cuon

Thdrc 8n nhe nay dung tay d€ &n (khoi can dung diia) dugc cudn trong banh tréang vdi thit
ba roi, tom, tép, rau tham, ban, va nhitng gia vi khac. Tuy it thit nhung day huang vi tuoi
thom cudia rau. Trudc khi 8n, nén chdm vao chén x8t pha hoi ngot cd diém chit ddu phdng
xay. Mot mon an that lanh manh.

Thit quay gion B0 cau quay nuoc dua Xiém

Cd chién gion vdi nudc mam cham 76m vién
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boéng gap Tay

Nhirng Mén An Viét Ngon Miéng Khac

Mon Léu néu tai gia
Phé

Phd va ché lua |a mén &n rat phd bién & mién Bic. N6 dugc dan mién Nam hudng ('ng sau
nam 1954. Ph& chu yéu dua vao thit bo hay ga. Rau an phd gom cé gid s6ng, rau qué va
ngd gai. Thém vai It ét, chanh va vai giot nudc mam khdng thé thi€éu dugc. Tiém phd Nam
Viét trén dudng Guillemet (Phat Diém, hién nay la Tran Dinh Xu) la tiém phdg dau tién & Sai
Gon trudc khi cé cudc di cu. By ciing la hdi quan bdng ban, nadi dao tao vo dich bdong ban
Tran Hiru Bdc va nir vo dich bdng ban Tran Thi Kim Ngon (theo Pham Dinh Lan, Vai khai
niém binh dan ngay xua).
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Bun bo Hué

Chéo vit voi nubc mam gung
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4

Hu tiéu My Tho Thit bo cubn Ia ot

Banh Mi Sandwich Bun thit nuong Banh khot tom

Nhirng Piéu Can Ban Trong Nghé Thuat Nau An Viét Nam

Thic an Viét Nam gom nam vi chanh: cay, chua, chat, man va ngot. Cach nau nu’dng cla
ngudi Viét dugc biét dén nhd su hai hoa glu’a nam vi chanh dé nhu’ng moi mén &n van gilr
dugc huong vi ddc thi. Nhirng vét liéu d€ ndu gom: nudc madm, mam rudc, xi dau, com,
rau thom, trai cay va rau tugi. Phudng thdc nau doi khi doi hoi cho thém sa, girng, rau
hing, bac ha, ngo, qué, 6t, chanh... Mén an dugc uva chudng nhd dung that it dau m& nhung
nhiéu rau tham va rau tudi.

Nhiéu chuyén vién dinh dudng x€p thirc an Viét Nam vao s6 nhirng thirc an lanh manh nhirt
thé gidi.

Ngoai ra, nhirng mén an con cé nam chat dinh dudng: chat bot, chat 1éng, khoang chat,
chat dam va chat béo. Nha bép cling c6 gang hdi di nam mau trong mén an bay trén ban:
trang, xanh 1a cdy, vang, do va den. Nhirng mén an Viét Nam ciling thu hdt cac khach sanh
dn qua ndm giac quan: cach trinh bay my thudt lam vui mat, thirc an gion khi nhai nghe
khodi tai, ngli vi cta thdrc 8n lam khodi kh&u, mui thom kich thich miii con mot s6 thirc &n,
déc biét loai dung tay dé &n, gdy khodi cam cho xuc giac.

Diéu gi da khién cho thuic dan Viét Nam trd nén ddc biét nhu vay? Bd la nhd chat tudi, vi
dam da, rau thom, gia vi va nudc mdm cung nudc cham khac. Nhitng yéu t6 doc dao do
gilr mét vai trd quan trong trong nguyén tac ndu nudng clia ngudi Viét. Dai dé€ ho ndi ding
nhitng mén an Viét Nam khong hé lam ngudi an thady nham chan. Moi cach nau déu chu
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trong tGi viéc dat dudc su’ hai hoa gilra rau tham, vi cay, ngot, chua, chat, va man dac biét
cla nudc mam. Tat ca déu dua vao nguyén ly am ducng: vi ngot va man, ndng va lanh,
thirc an mém va gion, chat tuci va mam. Mén dn mién Bac chiu anh hudng nhiéu cla Trung
Qudc vdi nhitng mén xao va mén cé nudc dung. Cang di vé phudng Nam cang thay nhiéu
mon an c6 hudng vi cua Thai Lan va Cao Mién.

That la thu vi khi thay 6c sang tao clia nguGi Viét ti nan da gidp ho thanh cong & nhirng xr
dinh cu nhd dung banh baguette ché bién ra “Banh Mi” sandwich. Ho da lay banh baguette
cua Tay roi nhoi thit heo nudng, cha, ca moi “sardines”, rau ngo, cu cai va ca rét ngam dam
&t d€ 1am thanh loai sandwich ban rét chay. Cling tuong tu nhu' vy, mén phd khéng nhirng
dudc ua chudng & Hoa Ky ma trén ca thé gidi nira.

Truyén Thong Gia Pinh

Trong thap nién 30, ngugdi con gai Viét can ranh “cong dung ngon hanh.” Chuyén bép nuc,
théu thua, lam banh trai, khau va... la nhirng viéc lam hang ngay cla ngugi phu nir. Con
viéc di hoc cap trung hoc hay dai hoc thi danh cho con trai. Ba t6i chon nhirng tay bép lanh
nghé tdi nha dé€ day cho Chi Hai Khuang Thi Ngan va chi Tu Khuong Thi Ngan cua t6i. Toi
la dira tré lo d6t 10 cho hai chi t6i hoc lam banh. Nha téi khong cé 16 nuéng loai gaz hay
dién. Thay vao dé hai chj t6i dung mét 10 nudng hinh chif nhut lam bdng ddng c3 6 tac
chiéu cao V@i 6 tac chiéu ngang va 9 tac chiéu dai. O moi bén vach cua 10 cé mot khung
ki€ng nhé d€ xem banh bén trong. Mat trén va ddy 16 cd nhitng khay chlra than dudc do
ruc. Trong trach cla toi 1a gilf sao cho than dugc do hong. DE thudng cdng, hai chi cho toi
nhitng miéng banh tuyét ngon! Cac chi con hoc nau nhitng mén an Phap nhu "Canard a
I'Orange, Civet de Lapin, Boeuf Bourguignon, Ragout... va cling lam banh bong lan, banh
nhé dé& chdm vdi Champagne, Chocolat-éclair, Choux a la créme, Buche de Noel...”

Gig day, toi phai thi nhan la nhitng cong thirc ndu an dé da bién mat véi su' ra di cta hai
chi toi. That dang ti€c nhirng cong thdc ndu an da bi coi la bi mat phai gilr kin trong pham
vi gia dinh. Théi tuc thién cin nay can bi loai bd néu muén cho nghé thuét ndu nudng dugc
thdng tién. Trong thdi gian 40 ndm qua, tdi nhan xét thdy nghé thuét &m thuc bén My d3
dat dugc nhirng budc ti€n vugt buc nhd nhiéu sach day nau an dugc xuat ban cung nhirng
chuang trinh tivi nhiéu sang tao cdia Julia Childs va Jacques Pépin (n&u &n ki€u Phap), Yan
Can Cook (Trung Hoa), American Test Kitchen, Lidia’s Italy in America, Rick Bayless Mexico—
One Plate at a Time...New York va San Francisco da tr& thanh hai thanh pho tap trung nhiéu
tiém an cd tam quoc té.

Ngudi Viét ¢ thé hoc hdi nhiéu tir ngudi My vé phucng phap day cach ndu nudng trén tivi
dé€ nang cao phdm chat nghé thuit &m thuc cd truyén. Nhiéu chuyén gia cho rang thic &n
Viét qua la déc sdc vi da tiép nhan dugc anh hudng cia hai ngudn 4m thuc Irng danh nhét
thé gidi: cia nguGi Hoa qua gan mét ngan nam va ngudi Phap khoang mot thé ky.

Chuing ta c6 thé& nhan ra mot cach dé dang nhitng mén &n ngudi Phap da dé lai Viét Nam.
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Thong terdng chi gigi giau cé hay kha gia mdi biét dén do6 an cla Phap Sy déng gbp I6n
lao va pho bi€n nhat clia ngudi Phap cho cach 3 an udng clia dan Viét van con ton tai téi ngay
nay la 6 bdnh mi baguette. Loai bdnh mi ndy ndi danh tdi dd du khach ngudi Phap hay ngoai
quéc khac khi dat chan tdi Sai Gon ngay sau do phai di téi chg B&n Thanh dé mua cho dugc
mét 6 banh mi Tay ddng 8n ngay tai chd. B4t cl Iic ndo trong ngay, ban ciing thdy dugc
hang chuc nhitng du khach dé dirng gdm banh mi tai chg BEn Thanh trén duéng Ham Nghi.

Ngusi phudng Tay thudng gap khd khan nhan ra anh hudng cta Trung Hoa trong mén an
Viét hodc phan biét dugc mén nao la mén Viét hay moén Hoa. Ngay tai My, khi vao mét nha
hang Viét hay Tau, ngudi My c6 thé 1an 16n khdng hi€u thirc 8n dudc don ra thuc su’ 13 loai
nao ngay ca khi nhirng thirc an dé da dugc mo ta dudi nhitng tén khac nhau trong thuc
don. Di nhién khi mot ngudi Hoa &n moén Viét ngudi do tic khac biét do khdng phai la mén
Tau va ngudgc lai khi ngugi Viét an mon Tau cling rd dé khong phai la mon Viét.

T6i c6 thé liét ké ra vai khac biét gilta cdch ndu &n Viét va Hoa. Thlic &n Hoa thudng cd
nhiéu ddu hay ma hon. D& cho thiic 8n c6 thém huong vi, ngudi Viét nhiéu khi pha vi mdn
v@i ngot thay vi chua vdi ngot. Khi nau thirc an, ca ngudi Hoa lan ngugi Viét dung phuacng
thirc quay, nudng, ham va lam doi hay lap xudng... Tuy nhién, chi ngugi Viét biét lam nem
tron thit heo tuci v8i mudi, toi, thinh trong 1a chudi hodc 1& véng dé cho tham va gilf dugc
lau. Ngudi Hoa khéng cé nem lam tur thit sGng.

Con V& cd, ngudi Viét dung nhiéu loai ¢ d€ lam m3m tudng tu’ nhu cach ngudi phucng Tay
ngam ca cdm/anchois va mudi trong dau 6liu. Ngudi Hoa khdng biét &n mam cla cac nudc
trong vung Dong Nam A nhu Thai Lan, Campuchia, Phi Luat Tan va Viét Nam.

NGi Vé rau, ngudi Viét thich an rau thdm va rau tuci. Khong hé thay cé rau cai tuci trong
cac thirc 8n Hoa. C6 thé vi trong ca ngan ndm qua va cho tdi ngay nay ngudi Hoa da dung
phan ngudi lam phan bon.

MOt cach tom tét, dU bi ngudi Hoa doé hd trong gan ngan ndm, ngudi Viét van bdo ton va
phét trién dugc nhirng nét ddc thu ctia nén van hda, truyén thdng, phong tuc, va nghé thuét
am thuc cta minh.

Nghé Thuat Am Thuc Cia Ngudi Nhut

Nguoi Nhut moi an tai nha hang Happo-en % Tokyo trong mot khung canh tuyet VOl
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Toi dudc thudng thic mét bira com ngoai hang tai Tokyo do Chu tich cong ty Yanmar Diesel
Co. cta Nhut thiét Iap trong Khu Ky Nghé Bién Hoa. Nhitng thdc dn dugc trinh bay tuyét
dep nhu nhitng cong trinh diéu khdc day mau sic — don gian nhung rat la tao nha.

Bita diém tém tai mot nha tro thuén tdy bén Nhut

Mén &n gbém: ca thu nudng, tréing 6-ma-18t kiéu Nhut, com, dau ha ludc dung trong mét
chén gidy dat trén mot 10 dat nho, xi dau pha tron véi dua leo, dua gang ngdm mudi, cu cai
va nudc tra xanh. Trong chén mau den la xdp miso.
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Mén an kaiseki thudng dugc trinh bay that my thudt trong cac chén dia lam bang d6 gém
thd so hay thugng hang dé gay &n tugng véi thuc khach.

Mot bita com tiéu biéu Nhut bao gém: tempura, sashimi, va miso xdp

M6t cach tdng quat, thdng thudng ngudi Nhat it 8n thit dd, dau, m& va thic 8n cd chét sira.
Vi ho dung nhiéu xi dau, miso va umeboshi (loai xi mudi “plum” ngam mudi), nén mén an
cta ho cé nhiéu mudi trong khi & trén thi trudng cé ban nhirng thr dugc san xuat vdi s6
lugng it mudi han.
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Am Thuc Cua Pai Han

Ong Phd Thi Tudng Han qudc cd mdi phai doan Viét Nam, trong dé cé tdi, du mot cudc
ti€p tén vui vé tai nha hang ndi ti€ng "Blue Clouds" toa lac trén mét ngon ddi cla tha dd
Seoul. Khéng ai c6 thé chéi cdi dugc rang dan tdc Pai Han qua lich s va truyén théng c
cach nadu an dac thu cua ho. Tuy vay, qua bao thé ky giao luu, ho khdng sao tranh khoi chiu
anh hudng cua Trung qudc, Nhat Ban va dac biét la Man Chau. Kinh nghiém ban dau cho
t0i thady rang dan Dai Han ua dung vi chua va cay clta kim chi trong da s6 nhitrng mén an
cua ho.

Nhirng diéu can ban cua nghé thuat nau an cua Trung Quoc

Trai dai qua lich sit, nghé thudt &m thuc cta Viét Nam da chiu nhiéu anh hudng tir phucng
Bdc. Diéu nay gilp t6i hi€éu dugc tai sao toi ua thich dn com Viét va Tau.

Tuy thdrc &n Tau dudgce ndi tiéng thé gidi nhung it khi dugc biét dén khia canh sang trong va
da dang bdi 18 thirc &n clia ngudi Hoa dua vao dia phudng va san phdm cb san, diéu kién
khi hau, ngay ca yéu t6 lich s, chanh tri va van hda nifa. Sau mot vong quan sat ngan,
chiing ta cé thé tdm gon thirc &n cla ngudi Hoa trong ving Vinh San Francisco vao méay
loai sau: Quang Pong, Bac Kinh, Thugng Hai, H6 Nam, Hakka, Phic Kién, T Xuyén, Hong
Kong va gan day co thém Singapore va Dai Loan. Mdc dau c6 nhiéu cach nau an theo tirng
vung nhu vdy, nhung tuu chung, tat ca déu chia sé mét s6 nhitng déc diém gidng nhau.
Bifa &n nado ciing c6 mdt vai mén dn dudc ndu theo nguyén ly m duong d€ moi ngudi 8n
chung v8i nhau. T4t nhién la yéu t& thdm my va su chon lva huong vi cling khdng thé bd
qua duac.

Trong mo6t cudc hop thudng nién vé kinh té gilra Viét Nam va Trung Hoa Dan Qudc & Dai
Loan, phai doan chu nha da khoan dai ching t6i véi nhitng mén an dac biét cua x& ho. Tai
Sai Gon, vi dai s’ Trung Hoa Dan Qudc thudng mdi toi du’ cdm tbi va cho t6i dung thar
nhirng mon an cé nhiéu gia vi, da dang va ngon miéng hon so véi cdm Nhut.

Hai toa dai s’ Nhut va Trung Hoa Dan Qudc c6 1€ khdng bi go bé nhiéu bai ngan sach qudc
gia trong viéc khoan dai, tiéc tung trong khi Toa Bach Oc, Dién Buckingham hay Dién
Elysées, chac bi gidi han chat ché hon.

Ngoai ra, chiing ta cling khdng thé quén dugc nhitng hoang dé clia Trung Hoa ngay xua cd
nudi hang tram cung nir trong C6 Cung (hay Cam Cung). Vi vay khong may ngac nhién khi
da s6 nhirng thuc dan trong hoang cung déu c6 nhitng mén dn bé duong theo su doi hoi
va sd thich cia moi vi hoang dé. Badi vdi nhirng vua chiia cia Phap song tai Palais du Louvre
hay Chateau de Versailles, néu chiing ta chi dua vao cach thdc don mén an trong cac dai
tiéc, co 1€ thuc don cua may vi nay sang trong va phong pha han gap boi bén Trung Hoa
thai dé.
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Nghé Thuat Am Thu'c Cua Phap

Lan dau tién téi dugc thudng thirc nghé thudt 8m thuc cao cép tiéu bi€u cha Phap 13 tai
Toa dai st Phap 6 Sai Gon. Nhiéu ngugi tin rang chinh tai nhitng ngi ndy ching ta mdi tim
dudc cac mon an cd ti€éng cua Phap. Trong gia dinh t6i c6 6ng bép ngudi Viét tirng lam trén
tau Phap dudng Sai Gon-Marseille ndu nhitng moén an Phap truyén thong. Tuy vay, t6i da
phat hién dugc hai diéu khd quén va dic sdc vé nghé thudt 8m thuc cla Phap.

Trong mot [an tham viéng xr nay, toi dugc ngu’c‘ji anh ho 1a bac si Khuong Hitu H8, chi mot
phong thir nghiém y khoa & Villeneuve-sur-Lot gan thanh phd Bordeaux mdi tdl dung cam.
Ong 1ap gia dinh v8i mot phu nit Phdp va ba ma vg da tu tay 1am cho con ré nhitng “bloc
de Foie gras” that dac biét. Trong 36 nam lién t6i khong dudc gap ngudi anh chd-bac cla
t6i. Cac ban ngudi Phap cua anh cho t6i biét anh la “dai gia” trong tinh anh ta dang song.
Anh ho t6i rat hanh dién vi toi tét nghiép trudng k¥ su co ti€éng cda My va la th trudng kinh
t& tré nht cla Viét Nam. Anh t8i mdi mudi ngudi ban than nhdt téi du budi hop mét gia
dinh “ki€u” b tui dé dai toi. Day la [an d&u tién trong ddi toi du m6t budi com t6i chi vdi
rugu Sauterne tinh xao cua Phap va “Home made bloc de foie gras”, tra| sung fig, banh mi
baguette trong bau khong khi vui vé nhu thé. DE& bao dam cat “foie gras” moi &t 1ang mudt
nhu mat thuy tinh, anh toi mdi an dé&u cho nudc ndng chay trén mat IuGi dao trudc khi cét.
Anh t8i ¢ mdt con dao dai déc biét tréng nhu con dao Nhut dung dé cat Sashimi. Sau nhiéu
phut h6i hop chd dgi, anh t6i bung ra mot dia st I6n hinh bau duc bay day foie gras va trai
sung nudng vang mau caramel. Qua la mot bira tiéc tuyét vai!

Anh chi-bdc cua t6i Dr. Khuong Hifu HE va
gia dinh tai Villeneuve-sur-Lot gan
=T Bordeaux
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Nghé thuit am thu'c va hiu qua cua hién tugng Toan Cau Héa.

Trong thé ky 21, mdt cudc cach mang da xay dén trong Ianh vuc 8m thuc. Nén “du lich thé
giGi” da cho ra dai “Nghé thuat nau an quéc t€”. Nam 1958, thay vi Idy may bay di tir Niru
uGc vé thdng Sai Gon, toi c6 y mudn di thdm viéng Tay Au bang xe hdi trudc va cdm trai
lubn thé. Sau do, tdi du' tinh ddp may bay ctia Pan Am tir Ba 1€ vé Sai Gon vdi nhitng chéng
dap & Milan, Rome, Athens, Cairo, Teheran, Bombay, New Delhi, Calcutta, Rangoon,
Bangkok, Nam Vang va sau cung la Sai Gon.

Diéu tuyét vai trong chuyén di nay la cac ban déng khda cla téi tai Lafayette College va
MIT muon toi trén dudng vé, néu tién, viéng tham than sinh clda ho tai nhitng thanh pho
dd va lubn thé thudng thirc cdc mdn &n ngon cla dia phuong.

Vao ndm 1958, di du lich vong quanh thé& gidi bang may bay la mot viéc lam tdn kém. Ky
nghé du lich thé gidi hdy con trong tinh trang phoi thai. Khi chua cé hién tugng “Toan Cau
Hoa” that khé ma kiém dugc mot tiém an Tau hay Nhut chinh cong tai nhitng nuGc vung
Scandinavia hay Au chau. T6i khdng ki€m dau ra mot nha hang Viét trén dudng vé. O mién
Bac Au t6i thudng &n thit ca voi va con tuén léc/reindeer va rat nhiéu loai ca dé &n lanh.
DGi véi ngudi Viét ma phai &n diém tdm véi ca dé lanh va sita lanh thay vi phé hay chéo
nong la ca@ mot viéc bat binh thudng. Ngay trong thap nién 1960, trong khi du khda tu
nghiép vé& ngan hang phét trién trong mét thang & Ba Linh, tdi cling chi kiém dugc mot nha
hang Tau kha kha ndu nhitng mén &n Tau tdm thudng, niu theo khiu vi clia ngudi Dirc.
Ngay nay, trong thé ky 21, v&i “Toan Cau Hoa” di song doi cung ky nghé du lich, ching ta
cd thé kiém dugc mdt nha hang Tau hao hang gan nhu bat cr & dau.

PE trinh bay vé hién tugng déi thay trong nghé thudt 4m thuc cla thé gidi do Toan Cau
Hoéa gay ra, toi xin ndi tGi trudng hgp cla Paris.

TU lau, nghé thuat nau an cta Phap dudc coi la diing dau &
phuong Tay. Va do do, su’ suy thoai clia nd cang tré nén
rd rang hon. T6i hoan toan bi s6c, khi chi trong thdi gian
that ngdn phai ching kién thlc an “haute cuisine” cua
Phap da thay d6i dén dd nhiéu ngudi Phap hién nay thich
an hamburger cua My.

Sanh tai My, San xuat tai Phap: Lam sao McDonald'’s
da thanh cong dudc trén dat nudc cua Michelin
Stars.

McDonald’s da xam lang nuGc Phap. Hién nay, cd trén 1.200
tiém McDonald’s bén d6 va chung dugc gan cho biét danh
“McDo.” M6t hién tugng méi la cho th8y d6 &n My da d6 bd
vao Ba |é: TUr xe ban thifc an cla minh, c6 gai Nitu udc
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mang tén Kristin Frederick da ban loai hamburger ngon cho dan Ba |é diing xép hang dai
chd mua! Dan chdng Phap ua hamburgers cia My t8i do cong ty McDonald da thu Ii nhiéu
nhitt 8 My r6i sau do la Phap. Hamburgers da tré thanh thic dn binh dan va thay thé
baguette jambon sandwich hay steak véi khoai tay chién & Phap.

La ngugi Viét sdng trong thai Phap thudc nén t6i da dugc thudng thirc nhitng mén an ngon
cla Phap trong tam thap nién qua. TAi rat ti€c khi chirng ki€n su suy thoai cla nghé thuat
am thuc Phap nhu vay. Nghé thuét ndy dugc coi 1a mét trong nhitng khi gidi quyén rii cla
nganh ngoai giao. TOi rat ngac nhién khi nhan thdy bao gidi ngoai quéc khéng ngung chi
trich tinh trang suy doi trong nghé thuat ndu nudng cta Phap. Dan ching Phap da dua ra
nhirng nhan xét chinh xac vé cudc cach mang trong nghé thuat ndu nudng tai Tay Ban Nha
hay su' nd r6 cia nd tai cac thanh phd nhu Luan don, Tokyo, Nitru udc va San Francisco.
Ngay nay, nhiing dau bép gioi nhut thé gidi dang lam viéc & Barcelona, London, Tokyo, ...
Ngoai ra, vi tiéu chudn cla Lién minh Chau Au, nudc Phap khdng con xuét cang loai phd
mat ndi tiéng lam bang sifa tuci nguyén chat. Day la mét trong nhitng san phdm dugc va
chudng cua thé gidi. Dudi thdi téng thdng Reagan va nit thu tudng Thatcher nén kinh t&
phon thinh da giup cho nghé thuat nau an tai Hoa Ky va Anh Qudc bung phat. Ngugc lai,
trong sudt hai thap nién qua, nén kinh té cia Phap da rgdi vao tinh trang tri tré dua téi do
tdng trudng sut kém va mic that nghiép tdng cao. Ngudi dan Phap cd it tién hon dé chi cho
viéc di an nha hang. Cac tiém ban thit, ban banh, ban phé mat tai cac khu ph6 dua nhau
déng ctra nhudng cho cho nhirng tiém ban quan ao hgp thai trang.

TOi con nhd, trong thap nién 70, nhiéu ban va ba con tir Phap qua San Francisco tham toi
noi vdi t6i ngudi Phap an steak va uéng ca-phé ngon con ngudi My dn nhiéu hamburger lam
bang thit xay va uéng ca-phé qua dé. Qua théat 1 vao thdi diém do, tai nhitng géc phong
cla nhiéu ngi lam viéc bén My ngudi ta thudng thay nhitng binh Mr. Coffee dugc gilr cho
am sudt ngay. Nudc ca phé trong nhiing binh do6 khi uéng cé vi nhu’ thuGc Bac.

Hién tuong toan cau hda va du lich thé gidi trong thé ky 21 cé tac dung dong nhat hda cach
sOng cua con ngudi. Ngay hém nay, giong nhu ngudi My, dan Phap mua 75% thic an cla

ho tUr cac siéu thi.
tai nha hay nhirng
dinh  “la cuisine
de doa moOt cach
ngay, hon mét triéu
blra tai McDonald.

gid dan Phap danh [~

ngbi an it nhu vay.
binh mat khoang 38
mot bita so véi 88
nam.

Théi quen nau an
blra an ndu cho gia
familiale” dang bi
tram trong. Moi
ngudi Phap dung
Chua bao gig thgi
cho viéc nadu an va
Ngudi Phap trung
phit dé &n xong

» phit cach day 25

7iém McDonald's & Montpellier, Phap, toa lac tai dia diém quan trong nhut trong thanh phé.
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Tiém McDonald va Starbucks tan thoi & Phap

-0 F“ Tiém Starbucks trén dai 16 Boulevard des
Capucmes Ba |é chiém mot ngdi nha khang trang
va dugc trang tri v&i nhitng ghé boc nhung, dén
treo va mot tran nha ma vang cd hinh thién than
bay trén bau trdi xanh. Dan Phap ciling ua dung
banh cheesecake cua My va uéng chocolat néng.
Ngay nay, thay vi ca-phé tam thudng, hang
Starbucks cua My da hot bac triéu & ngoai quac.
Trong vai thdp nién gan day, téng s& nhitng quan
bistro bén Phap da giam mat mot phan nam. Ca
ngan nhirng quan loai nay thi nhau dep tiém. D6 la nhitng dau hiéu ro rét cho thay van hoda
&m thuc dang trén da di xu6ng. Trong mot nén kinh t& téng tri€n chadm va mdc that nghiép
cao, dan ching ua chudng loai thifc an ndu dé va nhanh thudc loai “comfort food.” Trong
mot bbi canh nhu vay, dan Phap, va tat ca ching ta, da tré nén hap tap, voi va, luén au lo,
bét ch trong ti phdm chat nén phan déng khdng con biét hudng nhirng thd vui tao nha
am thuc nhu xua.

Nghé Thuat Am Thuc Tan Thai Cua Phap

Chd ding cua nghé thuat 8m thuc Phap trén thé giGi sé tly thudc vao mirc do cai thién
thirc an binh dan va thudng ngay tai nhirng noi cong cong nhu phi trudng, ga xe Ira va khu
thuong xa. MGt nén kinh t€ phat trién va mét nghé thuat am thuc néng dong thudng hay
di doi vdi nhau. O Hoa Ky ngudi ta dang chirng ki€én mot phong trao nau nudng loai thu
cong rat phat dat. Theo to6i nghi, dong cc dua tdi su’ kién nay chinh la sy phon thinh kinh
t€ chung ta dugc hudng & My trong qua khr.

Nhiéu dau bép Phap ndi tiéng cd khuynh hudng y lai vao nhitng thanh qua ho gt hai dugc
trong qua khir. “Néu toi mua tat ca vat liéu ndu an tugi t6i sé phai thué thém mot nhan vién
nifa,” mét chd nha hang Phap than thd nhu vay. DE tiét kiém, ho dung cac vét liéu tuy co
pham chat t&t nhung khdng dugc chon loc dé€ ndu nhirng mén an ngon. Trong ltc dd, nhitng
déng nghiép ngoai qudc cla ho, nhu' & bén Tay Ban Nha, da qua mat ho trén nhiéu phuaong
dién. Diéu dang mirng la mét s6 dau bép cua thé hé tré Phap da thanh cong trong viéc ché
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ra cac mon an ngon miéng va@i nhirng vat liéu don gian nhung tugi vdi gia phai chdang. Nha
hang cta ho thudc loai khiém t6n nén gidp ho tranh dugc sé hui cao.

NGi tom lai, mét bira an ngon can hoi du nhiéu yéu t6, dugc ndu véi nhitng vat liéu don
gian nhung vai su’ cham sdc cua nha bép, bau khong khi trong tiém an thich hgp, nhan vién
hau ban biét rd cach thirc mén &n dugc ndu nhu thé nao va tai sao, cach trinh bay dep mat,
va thirc an cé do chinh tay dau bép ndau khong. Diéu gay ngac nhién la cach trinh bay mén
&n cla 8m thuc Phap da chiu anh hudng phong cach cia Nhut nhu trong cac hinh dudi day:

Thit truu nudng 76m Steak

4

Ca doi do "swimming in the sea” Thit bé nuong, gan, uc/la ldch va cu cai do

540



Ch.22 - Am Thuc Trong DJi Toi

Cac mon an ngon khac cua Phap

Boeuf Bourguignon Confit de canard

~x!

Sole Meuniére Magret de canard
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Nhirng Bai Hoc Pugc Tham Nhuan

Trong gia dinh tdi, lGc dn chdng t6i dung diia hay dao nia tuy theo moén dn. Khi séng tai San
Francisco, Marie va t6i c8 gdng lap mot “thuc don trong ngay”, “Menu du jour” ngon badng
cach thay phién ndu & nha hay di &n tai nhiéu tiém ngoai qudc ngon trong thanh phd. Hién
nhién la chlng toi tu tay nau cac mén don gian va dé nau con véi nhitng mén khé nau hay
doi hdi tay nghé cao va dung cu dac biét ching t6i nhudng lai cho nha hang. Thi du nhu
mon diém sdm (Dim Sum) can phai téi nha hang vi ¢ qua nhiéu moén va méat nhiéu thi gid
mdi ndu xong. Mén ndy khong nén ndu & nha. (xin xem hinh phia dudi)

Steak, mdn ngon miéng cd thé néu & nha dé dang
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Tai vung Vinh, cé v0 s6 chugng trinh day nau an ngon trén tivi... Trong cudc s6ng vé huu
20 ndm qua, t6i cd nhiéu thi gid dé thuc tap tha vui toi va thich Ia ndu nuéng. La mot ky
su' ti hi€u rd phuong cach ndu thic &n qua phuang phap dan nhiét/conduction, d6i luu/
convection, blic hay phdng xa/radiation va vi sdng/microwaves. NhG ki€n thiric do, toi cé
thé ki€m sodt dd chin cia miéng steak khi dung 6 nudng than, vi nuéng, 16 nuéng dién
hodc ga, hay chao sat. Tai nai t6i séng, mudn di &n ngon, chi can chon mdt trong nhiéu
tiém ndi ti€ng nhu Koi Palace, Dragon Beaux, Hong Kong lounge, M.Y.CHINA, Chapeau, Le
Central, Kincaid’s ... ngoai ra con cac nha hang ré tién dugc nhiéu ngudi lui téi nira. To6i c6
thé tu ndu nhitng mén &n dan gian mét cach dé dang nhd kiém dugc nhiéu nai ban hai san
va rau tuci véi phdm cao.

Vi thai gian, toi lap ra dugc mét bang liét ké dai vai nhitng “thu'c dan trong ngay” “menu
du jour” cho phép t6i cé thé an ngon mai bita. T6i con cd cai thu theo doi tin tdc cla cac
tay dau bép thugng thang & San Francisco dé xem ai da nghi viéc di md tiém an cla riéng
minh.

Nhiéu siéu thi clia ngudi Hoa cé trang bi loai bon nudc ngot hay nudc bién chira nhitng tdm,
ca, cua Dungeness, nghéu, hau, 6c, sO, hoang da hay dugdc nudi trong trai...Mot s6 ngudi
Viét ti nan tGi Iap nghiép & Vung Vinh nén nai day ban nhiéu rau tham vung nhiét dai, trai
cay va rau la cua A Chau. Nhirng vat liéu cua ca thé gidi dugc dua vao San Francisco vi nhu
cau cla vung Silicon Valley phon thinh. Noi day cé nhiéu du khach va nhiéu nguGi Hoa giau
c6 dén dinh cu.

Nhirng mén an Tau tiéu biéu cua toi

Mot bia tiéc com Tau co chin mon
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MOt bira tiéc com Tau tiéu biéu cd heo sita quay dé an khai vi
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Nhirng mon an Nhut cua t6i chon

Mon Sashimi duoc trinh bay dady my thuat Ca salmon vdi Miso
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Shabu-shabu Mon ca hoi Teriyaki

76m Tempura, cu sen,ca tim va cac loai rau Tempura trudc khi chién
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Vit ndu cam Ga néu ruou chat
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Bénh flan Ca phé espresso vdi banh ngot

Nudc Phap cd thé da méat ngdi vi bé chu clia nghé thuat 8m thuc nhung thirc &n x( ndy van
dugc x€p hang cao trong gidi sanh dn cla phuong Tay. Thi'c an Phap ti€p tuc bo xa mét
s6 d6i thi bén Au Chau nhu Anh Quéc hay Buc hay Thuy Si hay Bac Au hay Hy Lap va Ao...
Ph& mat Phap van con tuyét ngon va chua cé sam banh nuGc nao ha néi Dom Perignon.
Rugu Cognac va Armagnac cua Tay van gilr nguyén ngdi vi vo dich. Mot s6 nguGi co thé ua
ca phé Starbuck’s nhung ly Expresso cua Phap va Y thudng thirc trong quan bistro cé huong
vi dac biét ma ca phé Starbuck chua thé sanh ndi. Cau hdi nghé thudt ndu nudng clia xr
nao dan dau lic nay dén nay van con trong vong tranh cai.

Nhirng moén an ngon My cua toi

T6i dugc dai sir My Bunker mdi dung com dé giai thich v& chuong trinh phat trién kinh té
cla nudc nha cho khach nguGi My thudc gidi thuang gia hay Thugng va Ha Vién Hoa Ky.
Thuc don gom nhitng mén an thudng ngay bén My. Khdng cé dau hiéu xa xi vi ngan sach
thdi chién vao Iac dé. Tuy nhién, tai US Army Post Exchange (PX) & Sai Gon, toi cé dip dugc
thudng thic nhirng miéng T-bone steaks ngon gdi tir My qua va rugu manh day huang vi
nhu Kentucky bourbon, Chivas va Johnny Walkers Black label... va con mén ca rem nifa. Bat
cU sinh vién nao cua MIT ciling nhd rat rd nhitng mén an ngon tai Durgin Park trong thanh
ph6 Boston.

o

-
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Durgin Park restaurant
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Con tdom hum ndng 2 can Anh va dia prime rib.

-
.

Prime rib au jus

ST
Ga chién co mat ong  Bap va dau bap chién co phé mat dé So va bap chowder

Canh ga BBQ Cheesecake cua My
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Bo medallions Nai nuéng va pinot noir-dried cherry

Buttermilk Pancakes, Berry, Vanilla Butter Pot-au-feu va sauce
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Loi két

Theo y riéng cua tdi, trong bdn nudc ctia nén “van hda dung diia”, &m thuc dan gian, thanh
tao, va trinh bay nghé thuat nh(t la cia Nhut. Con thirc an Tau thi cau ky, da dang nhit vé
huang vi. C6 I€ bdi Trung Qudc la mbt nudc rat I6n gom 8 vung c6 8 cach nau nudng khac
nhau. TruGc day, téi da dua nhan xét Tau khéng c6 mén an nao dung rau cai tusi trong
thuc don vi cach trong trot ding phan ngudi. Am thuc Dai Han ¢ chiéu hudng kém cau ky
han cla Tau phai chang vi thi€u thén vé nguyén liéu ndu an va it dat canh tac. T6i ludn nhé
mon kim chi xuat hién trong moi bira an cua ngudi Pai Han. Diéu lam t6i bi soc va ngac
nhién nhut la dan Dai Han an qua nhiéu thit chd. Theo dai BBC, trong ndm 2003, tai x( nay
cd tUr 4.000 tGi 6.000 quan an ban thit chd. Lugng tiéu thu thit chd moi nam |én téi 8.500
tan cdng thém 93.600 t&n dung dé ché thudc bé.

Nghé thuét &m thuc cta Viét Nam thay d6i tly theo ba mién Bic, Trung va Nam. Vi & k&
can Trung Quéc nén mdn &n Bac chiu it nhiéu anh hudng cla nudc lang giéng to 16n nay.
Dong Bang S6ng Hong it phu sa nén khdng phi nhiéu nhu Pong Bang Song Clru Long do
doé san xudt lugng thuc phdm gidi han han. Tuong tu’ nhu vdy, séng ngdi Mién Trung cd
nhiéu da va cat nén co it tdm ca. Thic an vung nay mang tinh cach cta cung dinh. bi vé
Mién Nam, thd'c an that doi dao. Khi hau nhiét déi va dat dai phi nhiéu noi day cho phép
san xuat nhiéu gao, tom ca nudc ngot, hai san, trai cay, rau tudi va rau thdm. Cach nau
nudng Mién Nam ciing chiu nhiéu anh hudng cda hai nudc lan bang la Cao Mién va Thai
Lan. ThGi xua, Sai Gon dudc goi la “*hon ngoc Vien Bong” mot phan cling nhd vao thic an
Phap tai day.

Khéng thé phu nhén dudc rdng thic &n va dd ubng chiém mét dia vi quan trong trong ddi
séng cla con ngudi. C6 cau phuong cham la “Hay cho toi bi€t ban an thirc gi va nhu thé
nao, t6i sé cho ban biét ban la nguGi nhu thé nao.” DO ciing la dien tién lich s loai nguGi
k& tir khi con ngudi con sdng trong hang 16 bat dau biét dung Iira d€ ndu &n. TU d6 nay
sinh ra nghé thuat ndu nudng tinh xao ngay nay. Nghé thuat nay con can ban han nhirng
nghé thuat nhu héi hoa, nhac, mda hat va phim anh daéi véi dgi song cua ching ta nira...

NGi vé 4m thuc trong gia dinh, tdi khdng thé quén dé cip tdi Marie, ngudi da cung téi ndu
nudng va & bén tdi dé chia sé nhitng thing tram cla ddi tdi. Qua la khéng ndi qué khi toi
viét rdng Marie con haon la “nir tudng” cua toi trong nha bép subt hon nira thé ky qua. Toi
that Ia ngudi may man va biét on vé diéu ndy. Marie ranh vé cach ndu an Viét va Phap han
t6i va trong bon thap nién qua da dam trach viéc bép nlc tai nha cla ching t6i & San
Francisco. Marie rat ki luGng trong khi toi chi mudn “d6t giai doan” khi nau. NhG vao su
hi€u biét cua toi vé thirc &n MYy, Anh, va ngoai qudc khac nhu' Y va Tay Ban Nha... toi d3
dong gop nhiéu vao nhirng bita an hang ngay trong gia dinh cling nhu dem lai thich thd
cho ban bé va ho hang. Tai ndu an tuyét vgi cia Marie da hoa hgp tot dep vdi quan niém
vé am thuc quéc t& clia tdi. T6i han hoan bao cdo rang vé Ianh vuc 8m thuc t6i quan trong
V@i cubc s6ng cua chdng toi 6 San Francsico, tai ban an cta nha chdng t6i “Bong gap Tay”
rat dé hué trén dat nudc Hoa Ky da chuing nay.
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Chuong 23

Song Tho, Song Khoe,
Song Vui Khi Ve Huu

Mua xudn cua tudi gial

San Francisco, thanh phé'ly tuong
Dep nhit mién Tay!

Céu Golden Gate bai 16 dai theo Thai Binh Duong

Khi vé& huu, t6i cé cudc sdng t6t dep nhu t6i hang mong udc. T6i cam thdy vui sudng, vi ca
thé xac lan tinh than, néu ndi khdng qué dang, van con khoe manh va sang suét; ngoai ra
t6i khdng phai au lo V& tai chanh vi IGc con tré t6i ludn |18y cau: liéu com gap mam lam kim
chi nam. Qua quyén hdi ky nay, tdi mong chia sé kinh nghiém s6ng cta minh cling ddc gia
vé moi thir thach, ndi gian nan, 1an niém wvui thich. Trong nhirng ngay thang nhan tan cua
cudc dai, t6i ghi lai nép sGng vui cla riéng minh va mong quy doc gia cling nhu t6i tim dugc
su’ thoadi mai khi vé& gia. Sau day la mot sd bi quyét dé gilt dugc sic khoe dbi dao va nép
s6ng tuyét hao. Toi da suu tAm tUr trong sach bdo sau khi gan loc k§ cang, qua I8i day do,
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rdt tia nhirng bai hoc hitu ich va téi theo ding nhu I8i chi dan thuc tap lién tuc tur luc con
tré dén nay. TGi lubn dat niém tin vao s6 mang nén dén luc hiém nguy t6i van tin c6 PANG
TOI CAO hudng dan, chi diém cho minh. Thém vao dé yéu td di truyén cling gép phan
vao cudc ddi cla toi.

DU nay da budc qua tudi trén 86, toi tin minh van con cd thé séng lau hon nital Khoa hoc
ngay nay cho thay la nhitng ai cé cha me s8ng tho cling ¢ thé séng 1au nhu’ cha me minh.
Ba ma tbi déu cao tudi lUc qua ddi: ba tdi tho 93 tudi, ma tbi 99 tudi. Hon nifa, theo su’ udc
tinh cia “IRS” tdi con cd thé Ianh tién tir quy 401(K) thém 15 ndm nifa, nghia la cho téi lic
tdi dugc 101 tudi. T6i cdm thdy minh may man thira hudng dugc “gen” di truyén t6t tir song
than nén t6i cd bon phan ti€p ndi di san s6ng 1au cda gia dinh!

Cling_nhu moi ngudi, toi da c6 nhitng cam nghi 1an 16n khi phai d6i dién véi tudi vé huu.
T6i van bi déng co gitfta cdm nghi nhe nhdm va ti€c nudi. Téi nghi huu vao ngay th( Ba, 8
thang 10 ndm 1996. Cai dau méc khé quén ndy ciing cé nghia la cuéc hanh trinh ngodn
ngoeo va nhiéu bat tréc cla t6i kéo dai trong 65 ndm qua da di t&i cho két thic. Vi toi dé
la mot ngay hanh phuc. N6 khién t6i khoan khodi vi sau mo6t chuyén bay dai dang dang va
cam go, canh chim ung da dap nhe nhang va ém ai xuéng Vung Vinh Cuu Kim Sagn. Khac
vdi khi con diéu hanh mot cong ty c6 van vé ki thuat, Itic dé dau éc toi ludn bi cang thang
moi ngay.

Cudc séng vé huu da cho t6i nhiéu thi gid dé chiém nghiém lai dGi minh. Biéu that vong
hon hét trong long toi la thay dat nuGc Viét Nam van con rat cham tién so vgi nhirng "con
hé" A chau khac trong khu vuc. Téi nudi tiéc da khdng dem ra ap dung dugc tat ca kha
nang ky thudt ciia minh nhu da tirng mong méi trudc day. Chang han, tdi khéng cb thé
thanh 1ap mot Trudng Pai Hoc Ky Thuat Cao/high-tech nhu MIT (Massachusetts Institute of
Technology) d€ gilp qué huang du stic canh tranh vai cac nudc Dai Loan, Nam Han... Toi
da mat cd hdi dao tao nhifng ngudi chi huy trong 1&nh vuc phat trién qudc gia.

Hién nhién, nguyén nhan dua dat nudc minh téi ngd cut, thua thiét, hoang phi la I€ 16i I3nh
dao thién cdn va mu quang clia ngudi cdng san Viét Nam. Ho da khdng biét di theo guang
ngudi cong san Trung Quoc cach day khoang bon thap nién trong viéc van dung tai nguyén
XU s3 va nhom tri thlrc dugc dao tao tai ngoai qudc dé dua nén kinh té€ nudc nha vuon 1én.
V3i hang triéu tai nang ngudi Viét Nam sdng rai rac trén thé gidi ma ché& dd Ha Noi ciling
chdng dé ra dugc mot giai phap hay sang kién nao cé thé thuyét phuc ho tham gia, tich cuc
va thuc su dong gdp cho qué huong dat nudc. Chang nhirng thé nhiéu chuyén di thién chi
cta nhirng ngugi tir nudc ngoai vé Viét Nam da gap that bai thé tham trong nhitng ndm
gan day. Diéu dé tao thanh tién 1€ xau khi€n khéng ai mudn hgp tac trong tucng lai nira.
P4 ciing la su' l1ang phi 16n lao cla tiém luc x{&r minh.

C6 mét [an, qua la tdi gép ca hdi dé tré vé Viét Nam. N6 dén vdi tdi hoan toan bét ngd -
khong hen trudc chi hét.
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Vao ndm 1991, chudng ctra nha t6i reo va toi ngac nhién khi thay ngu'Gi ban thdi trudc 1975
tai Sai Gon va mot ngudi la mat diing trudc clra ra vao. T6i md clira m@i ho vao nha. Ban
t6i giGi thiéu nhan vat di cung la ngudi than tin cia duong kim thu tudng V6 Van Kiét. Ho
dén mai t6i vé Sai Gon dé lam viéc cho chinh phi duong nhiém. Ho cho t6i biét nhiing co
quan tai chanh qudc t€ da cam két gilp Viét Nam nhirng khoan vay v@i diéu kién de dai I1én
tdi hang chuc ty My kim dé thuc hién cdc du an phat trién. Nhung nudc ngoai chua chiu
thdo khodn s8 tién dudc vay vi ly do nudc nha thi€u ngudi quan tri du kha nang dé trién
khai cac du an.

Nhu dé€ khich 1€ t6i, thi tudng Kiét (qua I6i ho ndi) ¢ hira tra lai ngdi nha xua tai Sai Gon
cho t6i sau khi da san mdi lai véi mau son téi lua. Ho con ndi toi khong can phai quyét dinh
ngay turc thi, vi I€ t6i da rai khoi qué huong trén 16 ndm rbéi. T6i dugc mdi vé tham Sai Gon
trong khoang muai hdm, roi tré vé lai San Francisco dé& suy nghi thém. Ho ciing cho biét rd
la vi tan thu tuéng dang ap dung chanh sach dua chinh phd cong san Ha NGi tai hoi nhap
vao san khau chanh tri thé gidi sau nhiéu thap nién chién tranh va bi co lap. Vi thu tudng
do6 dang theo dubi mé hinh canh tan qudc gia theo phuang thic cua lién bang Nga. Thang
thdn ma nodi, tdi da hi€u biét kha du vé cac ch& dd cong san nén trong dau tdi da quyét
dinh thé nao roi trudc IGi dé nghi cta ho. Trong than thién, toi da ng6i nghe ho ndi va cung
di picnic véi ho cling nhu thdm viéng vudn nho lam rugu vang Hacienda Winery tai Sonoma.
(Xin coi hinh)

5 :I' . ‘ﬁ . .,-‘,;".'.,‘“ o= 0 »
SR o A 5 £
"Picnic” vdi ban than cua thu tudng V6 van Kiét tai Hacienda Winery, Sonoma Ca

Sau d6 hai ngay ho trd vé nudc. Toi co nhG ho khi t6i Sai Gon dén tham va dua gium ma
tdi it tién toi gdi tdng ba va dé lo cho chau tdi dudc xuét ngoai sang My. Tdi con nhé ¢ ndi
vGi ho thé nay: "Toi la mot nong gia cd trong tay hot gidng tot, cé thubc trir sau, cd phan
bdn, biét cach dung nudc canh tac, nhung toi biét chac khi gieo hot giong trén dat cong san
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chdng khac gi nhu’ lam rudng trén mot san tennis trang xi-mdng. S& khdng cd giéng chi moc
|én nai!"

Vai thang sau, cling ngudi khach la dé goi dién thoai cho tbi tir khach san Sheraton tai
Bangkok, Thai Lan, bao cho toi biét anh da t&i gap ma t6i. Anh lai nai ni t6i nén trd vé Viét
Nam lam viéc. Trudc khi dit IGi, anh ndi ma t6i td y mubn gap lai dra con trai Ut trudce khi
ba nhdm mat. Bucng nhién toi biét chdc rang ma t6i, mét cu gia lic dé da 96 tudi, chdng
cd ndi nhu vay dau! Chi Bay cua t6i tir Sai Gon cd cho toi biét diéu nay.

Théi, tdi da di lac dé roi. Phai trd lai cdu chuyén nhitng ndm sdng tudi hac cuta téi. Tdi mong
muon chia sé cung quy vi nhirng gi toi da hoc héi dugc vé sic khoe, tinh cam, tinh than, va
doc lap tai chanh. "Cd surc khode la giau cd thuc su, chd khéng phai la vi may thoi vang dau."
Toi cling dat long tin vao cau tuc nglf ndbm na: "Sic khde can tién bac va tién bac cling can
sufic khoe."

Poc nhi*ng khao clru nham gia tdng mrc tudi tho clia con ngudi va phdm chét ddi séng, toi
I&y lam ngac nhién khi thdy rang nhiing khuyén cdo cutia cac bac si My trong viéc dat dugc
hai muc tiéu ndi trén da khong thay d6i nhiéu 13m trong han 50 ndm qua. Thuc vy, bang
liét ké mdi day van gan gidng nhu tG liét ké toi con gilr trong bop ma t6i da cat ra tir to
nhut bao ti€ng Phap "Journal d'Extréme Orient" xuat ban tai Sai Gon trong thang 7, nam
1960. (Xin xem hinh)

Diéu nay khién t6i dugc yén long khi biét rang

. nhitng nguyén tac toi dd lam theo tir ndm 1960
| dé gilr sic khoe va sbng lau cho tdi gid van
dugc coi la ddng cach.

Bién dich tu' ban van Phap ngir:

"Dua vao nhirng nhan xét cua mot nhom bdc si
My, dua vao nhiing thoi guen va phuong cach
séng cua nhitng bénh nhén d§ dat duoc tudi
tho dsc biét. [sau ddy la cac viéc cdn lam dé
sbng khoe va lau]

|1 Ngu du giac.

2. Tap thé duc déu dgn.

3. An chém ré&i.

4. An nhidu chét dam (thit cd, va chét sia).
5. Udng nhiéu... nuoc.

6. Bi cau moi sang.

7. Ubng rét it ruou va giam hut thuéc.

8. Lam duoc nghé minh yéu thich.

Béao "Journal d’Extréme Orient" xuat ban tai
Sai Gon, thang 7, nam 1960
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9. Bi nghi he (du ngoan, di choi) nhiéu.

10. C0 thu, sa thich riéng.

11. Chuyén chu vao mot bo mon nghé thuat.
12. CO mot nhom ban than.

13. Thang than va luong thién.

14. CO tinh than trach nhiém.

15, Biét tiét kiém, phong xa.

16. CO mot niém tin do minh chon.

Sau hon ntra thé ky, chi co diéu s6 7, "Uong rat it rugu va giam hut thudc," la can phai stra
lai. Gi§ day, ching ta déu nhan thdc dugc rang hat thudc tai hai cho sirc khde. RUi thay,
viéc dé da bi cac hang san xuat thudc 1a gidu nhem khéng cho dan chung biét trong suot
bao nam qua.

Bang liét ké trén bao gom tat ca nhirng diéu quan trong nhdt lién quan dén van dé sic
khoe than thé, tinh cadm va tinh than, cac trach nhiém ca nhan va doc 1ap tai chanh. P&
trién khai thém vé nhiing diéu dé, t6i cling xin chia sé vai kinh nghiém cta chinh minh.

SUC KHOE THAN THE

Nhu ti da dé cap tdi lic dau, tdm quan trong cla viéc tap thé duc da &n siu vao tri ndo
t6i ngay tir thud au thd. Ngoai chuyén di bd va bai 16i ma ba t6i bat cac con lam vao sang
sdm, ba tdi con néu ly do di sdn chim dé dan ching téi vé miét qué moi cudi tudn. Thuc ra,
ba t6i mudn tao thém ca hoi cho bay con dugc sGng trong canh thién nhién va hit thé khong
khi trong lanh nai dong rudng. Vao thai do, toi rat ham di bat dé€ va ca lia thia ngoai ruéng.
P& khuyén khich cac con tép dugt hon nifa, ba tbi con cho dung mét chiéc du va céi thanh
song song ndi mdt goc vudn cdy. Khi téi dudc mudi tudi, ba téi cho toi hoc vd v&i mot thay
day ngudi Viét goc Hai-Nam, anh Nam Ngau, ban cua ba t6i. Chinh nha chiu kho tap thé
duc déu dan moi ngay Iic con nho, nén khi I6n 1én, t6i c6 thé duy tri ky ludt d6 moét cach
de dang.

. Cho dén luc 75 tudi, ching téi van di
ﬁ, déng trai thudng xuyén dé s6ng vui
bl - .. manh trong su thr thach cta thién
& nhién trén vung cao nguyén Sierra.
"+ g Chang téi cung tiép tuc nhu vay trén
: & vung Canadian Rockies.

L9 camping ving Sierra Nevada
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Camping vung Canadian Rocky Mountains

Bac si gia dinh d& canh gidc tdi la ngudi ta thudng hay vién ra da moi ly do dé tranh tép
thé duc déu dan. D& giai quyét chuyén dod, toi tu nha la t6i phai "ndp thué siic khoe" cho
minh mdi ngay, khdng dugc sét ngdy nao ca. TU khi v& huu tai Cuu Kim San, "thué siic
khoe" cua tdi gdi gon trong viéc chdi tennis danh doi trong khoang mét gi& moi budi séng
va cudc bd Iic x& chiéu ngoai bién hodc di theo cac dudng mon “trails” ngoan muc trong
vung toi 6.

«(:’I'z‘amr’zgpiorz@7 )

IDiare RInvworng-ITonns; — |

Srerzzrrecy IZovwil % ‘

Nhom Tennis Club gan nha toi, 1999
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B Gl o ' ? &

Nhom Tennis doubles trudc nha s6 16 Riverton, chup lic sdp &n trua, 2014

DE c6 thé chai tennis mot cach déu dén, toi dé t chirc mét hoi choi banh nho nho trong
khu vurc Sunset (thudc phia Tay Nam San Francisco) va bao dam luén lubn cé san it nhit
bén tay vgt danh déi vao dung 7:30 mai sang. Tinh than hitu, cong thém tha tap dugt thé
thao trén san tennis, da bién moi budi sdng thanh thir nghi thirc hay théng |1 that vui nhén.
Vao x& chiéu, tdi thudng di bd doc theo b& bién hay rdo budc trén mét trong nhiéu dudng
mon & gan nha. Khi nao cam thay hgi lam biéng, toi ran ki€ém mot dong Iuc that hap dan
dé giai diéu nay. Toi tha bd tdi chg thuc phdm ngon ctia My Trader Joe's hodc vé mét siéu
thi Tau. Tdi IUc nay, moi kho khan cla t6i coi nhu da giai quyét xong. VE huu trai qua han
hai muci nam dai, t6i da tranh dugc moi thr bénh nang va chua vao ndm diéu tri tai bénh
vién.

buong mon Golden Gate Coast
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Ocean Beach - Cau ca Chém buong mon Twin Peaks

- = 3 ] i = Zh L e §

Canh suong mu San Francisco dai treo bién Thai Binh Duong

Nha tdi cach bién d6 1Km. Sueng mu rira gié bién sach bui hang ngay. V& chiéu tha bd dai
theo bg bién xem mat trgi Ian that ngoan muc v8i mau hong ruc rd.
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Chim an toi tai Ocean Beach

O tudi 86, vGi su’ than trong d3c biét, tdi van tap luyén mon tennis moi ngay. Gan day théi,
cd ba ngudi ban khoang I(ra tudi tdi d& nga té va dot tir ngay trén san tennis. SG chuyén dé
cling co thé xay ra cho minh, tdi d& dén tham khao vi bac si gia dinh dé 18y hen thdr chay
trén may do nhip tim (treadmill) va lam siéu am tam dong d6 (echocardiogram). May man
thay, k&t qua cho thdy tim tdi con du khoe dé& choi mdn quan vat tdi ua thich.

Vé chuyén an udng, t6i coi viéc nau nudng va biét thudng thirc mén an ngon nhu mét nghé
thuat gan lién vai nép séng van minh. Nhung dé duy tri stic khoe t8t, tdi phai tim an nhitng
loai thuc phdm lanh manh va trdnh nhitng th{ c¢é thé géy rac réi nhu’ md trong mau, huyét
ap cao va tiéu dudng.

D€ hiéu thém vé van dé dinh duGng, t6i da ghi danh vao khda hoc "Diet for Health" tai mot
trung tam y hoc gan nha. Moi ngay toi thich lap ra mot bang "Thuc Dan Trong Ngay" (Menu
du Jour) vlra an ngon ma lai vira don gian. Mudn thuc hién dudc viéc dd, t6i thich di tim
ki€m nhirng loai thuc phdm tuci t6t nhit trong céc "chg néng gia" — “the farmer's markets.”
Thudng thi chd nhan cac qudy thuc phdm noi day cling 1a ch ndng trai ludn. DuGi nhiéu
hinh thic, Cuu Kim Son cling cong hién mot kho bau dbi dao vé cach thdc ndu dan hao hang
trén thé gidi.

Nh&m cho thirc &n dugc téng phan hap dan, tdi cling suu tdm cac loai rugu nho thom va
hgp kh3u. D4 1a anh hudng phan nao tir théi thuc dan Phap con tai Viét Nam trong thdi
nién thiéu cua t6i. BSi véi chuyén udng rugu, t6i c6 géng tu' ché chi udng hai phan (servings)
rugu moi ngay. Ngoai ra, t6i con thir két hdp céc thir nudc ép tir rau qua tugi véi thuc phdm
tdi dung thudng nhut. Va di nhién tdi ludn ludn nhé udng nhiéu nudc loc dé tét cho ca thé
va noi tang nira.
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SUC KHOE TINH CAM VA SUC KHOE TINH THAN

Noi phan giifa trong bang liét ké vé séng lau c6 néu van dé suc khde tinh cam va sic khoe
tinh than. Chu yé&u chi nham nhac nhd chiing ta moi ngay can biét hudng thu, vui vé, hai
long va lam viéc an nghia.

PE &n mung ngay vé huu, nha téi va toi d& ma tiéc mdi han bn muai ban than téi nha
ching t6i tai Cuu Kim Son. Cudc hop mat bira dé qua la khé quén dd6i véi moi nguGi ching
tdi. T6i cd cam tudng minh nhu mot luc si mén marathon dua cao ca hai tay 1én trgi dé
muing chién thdng khi budc qua lan dén cta vong chung két day gay cdn va cam go. Con
an sung nao han la dugc hudng phan ddgi con lai ciia minh ngi thanh ph6é Cuu Kim San xinh
de_p!NBué’i hop rét vui va hao hirng dén ddi mdt trong nhitng ban than cla chiing toi 1a tién
si DO Ba Khé da dé nghi thanh Iap mét cau lac bd. Moi ngudi déu tan dong. NhG dé Cau Lac
BO Clru Long (Mekong Club) quy tu toan nhitng ngudi huu tri da ra dGi va hoat dong dén
hom nay dudc hai mugi nam.

Nhitng ndm nghi huu vira qua dugc coi nhu thdi gian an hudng vui nhit trong ddi toi. Toi
dugc vay chinh nhd ¢d tu tudng tich cuc yéu ddi, lam viéc can trong va ludn ludn biét kiém
diém néu sai. Dang vay, gid day téi bét lo du va cdng thang han trude. T6i cho minh d& chu
toan bdn phan véi ddi va cé quyén coi su’ chon lua cach s6ng cho riéng minh nhu mot uu
tién. Qué thuc nhu vy, nhd cd su’ chuén bi va dan do ding murc, tdi da du sdc thi thd hét
tiém Iuc ciia minh, dong thai cling hudng dugc nhirng tha vui ciia cudc dgi. Nhirng lua chon
cua toi bay gid bao gom nhirng viéc nhu lam thién nguyén, di du lich, viét lach, hoc hoi, va
biét bao thu vui gian di khac. Chldng da gidp t6i dat dugc tdm an lac, vui vé, tu tai, tu trong
va thanh thai.

Y tudng coi "ci toi trén hé&t" chic chan khdng ngu trong tdm kham cla toi khi toi tir Hoa
Ky tré vé Viét Nam lam viéc d€ gilp phat trién mot dat nudc dang bi chién tranh tan pha tur
1958. Vao thai diém dd, y tudng nhu vy ding 1a mét quan diém vi ky hay thiéu suy nghi!
Nhung giG day, téi khong con quan tam dén nhirng y nghi yéu hén dé nita. T6i nghi la minh
da tra xong ng vdi dGi va bay gid xirng dang dudc hudng thu ngay thang vé huu nay.

O tudi 86, ti da gia roi, nhung tdi khdng cdm thay minh gia chdt ndo ca. Toi con day hing
say. Trong t6i con tich Iy nhiéu sinh luc va mét nhan sinh quan yéu dai. Thém vao do, cac
sinh hoat van hda thu vi, séng ddng ma tdi vui hudng moi ngay khién téi quén phut di tudi
tac cta minh. Hién nhién, chinh nh& cudc séng nang ddng trude khi vé huu ma tdi mai cd
dugc ngay hdm nay. Mét [an nita, bang liét ké k€& trén da nhac nhd tdi phai ludn luu y tdi
suic khoe tinh cam va sirc khoe tinh than.

T6i y thirc dugc rang, su’ lanh manh vé tinh than hay tinh cdm khdng chi cé nghia la khong
mac bénh tdm than théi ddu. N6 con ham y lam sao minh cé thé d&i phé dugc véi thing
tram cla cudc d&i mot cach hitu hiéu cling nhu biét cach giai quyét tinh trang céng thang
hay &'ng phd vdi cac tinh hudng bat ngg.
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Sy lanh manh tam than cling bao gbm ca nhirng cam xuc tich cuc, tinh yéu ddi sau dam,
bi€t s6ng c6 muc dich va cudi dua cang nhiéu cang tét. Nu cudi khéng nhirng rat tét cho
suic khoe ctia chinh minh ma con dé lay lan va dem niém vui td&i cho nguGi khac nira. Véi
tam tinh nhu vay, t6i ludn danh nhiéu thi giG cho gia dinh va bé ban. Du sao di nira, ching
ta la nhirng tao vat sdng trong xa hdi va cd nhu cau gia nhap vao tap doan.

Thét la vui khi ba con tur Phap qua tham vai ngay
561



boéng gap Tay

HGi ngé tai Domaine Chandon, Napa, Ca, vdi Au Trudng Thanh, Paris; HO Tén Phat Beaverton, Or;
Huynh Van Hudn, San Lorenzo, Ca

Nhom ndy ghé thém anh chi D6 Bé Khé Tham gia dinh Ortons, San Luis Obispo, Ca
tai nha Walnut Creek, Ca vai Sang & Renaud tu’ Reims

Toi con kham pha ra la ng6i thién/yoga
gitp cho tri 6¢c minh dugc dinh va giam
thi€u su cdng thadng hay lo du. Hang
ngay, nhd vao lam nhirng viéc theo thdi
quen toi c6 dugc mot tam than thoai mai
han va khi téi danh cho minh nhirng giay
phat tinh ldng thi tam hon toi cling dugc
an tinh. Toi c6 gang dat minh vao dia vi
cla ngudi khac dé€ hiéu dugc ho. Vdi
mot dau 6c cdi md va khong phan xét
ai, t6i hoc hoi va thng cam dugc nhiéu
han. D& tranh bi bénh 10 14n/Alzheimer,
t6i viét hoi ky, chagi 6 chi, hay nhirng
viéc gi van dung dugc tri ndo.
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Dem cdy kiéng, « thién nhién » vao nha

Marie va t6i di nghi he nhiéu nhu toi
da dé cap taGi trong cubn sach nay va
nhd vay tam than cling dugc sang
khoai.

» /‘ 6,
= )
7

Ban be dung com trén ndc S F Hilton vdi Pang & J.Michel tu Paris qua
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Com gia dinh bo 7 mon vdi Pang tu’ Paris qua Lai rai tai nha
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Ko, S A7
s
‘ ..‘/ ‘-" - »

Tiéc gia dinh vdi Binh-Linh-Andrew va Sang, Renaud, Phi Van tu' Phap dén

Khi v& huu, téi cd du thi gid dé td chirc di thdm viéng ho hang va ban bé s6ng trén khap
nudc My va ngam thdng canh ndm doc theo duGng ray xe Ira cia Amtrak.

T N, o AN
Théng canh hai bén duong rdy Amtrak doc theo bo bién California

Cung v&i nhém ban muGi hai nguGi trong cau lac bd Mekong, tir San Francisco, ching t6i
dap thuyén di tham Alaska trong mua he va Mé Tay Ca trong mua dong. Nhitng chuyén di
nay, cho ching ti dip t6t d€ cling nhau vui dua, ngdi cling ban &n com t6i vdi nhau va tap
thé duc dé tiéu bét chat bd duBng clia cac thic 8n ngon trong ngay. Riéng trong ti€u bang
California chdng t6i tirng nghi tai cac nha tro tu nhan “bed and beakfast” khi di tham cac
vuan trong nho vao cudi tuan. Theo thang ngay, Marie va t6i da cung nhau dung chiéc
“camper VW Westfalia” d€ di cdm trai nhiéu [an doc theo bd bién California 1én tan British
Columbia, viing phia béc, va diém cudi cling cla xa 16 a chdu thanh Homer cla tiéu bang
Alaska.
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“-(;;m

HOMER - ALASKA
Halitut ‘Fishing Capital 9%
of the Losld

L )
Ny
&

Ay

Di cdm trai trén Alaska vdi chiéc “camper VW Westoflia” hoi 1987

Homer, Alaska

MOi chuyén di déu dudc t6 chirc that ki ludng. Chlng tdi chat 1én xe toan thirc &n ngon,
rugu chat va rugu manh chon loc. Tai Homer, ngu dén d6 xubng cd ngan can anh cua
Dungeness con tuci moi sang. Chung t6i khong quén mua that nhiéu cua cho chuyén vé
gua mién hoang vu va chi tra cd mugi My Kim cho ba con ma théi!

Bang liét ké nhitng diéu can lam dé€ s6ng tho con ghi thém su’ quan trong clia cac thi chai
va nghé thuét. Riéng déi vai tdi hai thr d6 gan nhu chi la mét vi nhitng thi chai cua toi, ké
ludn thd lam vudn, déu cd thé coi la nghé thuét. TU Iic con nhd, ba tdi cd day cho tdi cach
san sOc va thudng thic tiéng chim yén hot va cac loai chim biét ndi tiéng ngudi. Ba toi con
chi cho tdi ky thuét ct tia cay kiéng cling nhu’ cach trong hoa va thdo mdc ving nhiét déi.
That ra, h6i con & Sai Gon t6i dé dirng ra thanh Iap Hoi Hoa Kiéng va Cay Canh Viét Nam.,
T6i con hoc nghé thuét phac hoa cac ki€u vudn canh va hon non bd nita. O trén san thugng
nha t6i cd manh vudn véi hé nudc, cay an trai, va rau c6. Manh vudn ngi mat tién can nha
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cd mét bé nudc nudi ca Koi dugc hé théng dén ddt dudi nudc roi sang khi trdi téi. BE nudc
dugc xay theo hinh ban dd Viét Nam cé cdy cau Hién Luong biéu tugng cho su chia déi dat
nudc tai vi tuyén 17.

Thi lam vuGn di theo t6i sang tan California. Trong 40 ndm sdng & ti€u bang nay, t6i da
suu tdm nhifng manh go tréi dat vao bai bién “driftwood” nht la § gan céc clra song. Toi
két hgp cac manh go nay véi cac loai cdy xuong rong clia vung Chau My nhiét déi dé tao
thanh nhirng san phdm nghé thudt doc do.

S8n phém my thudt tir ménh g tréi (Driftwood Sculptures)

MOt trong nhirng yéu t6 gilp chuiing ta s6ng tho la cd m6t nhédm ban tét. Nhd toi danh nhiéu
thi gid cho ban bé va than nhan nén t6i khéng cam thay co don. Toi ¢ nhiéu dip dugc cudi
dUa, &n nhau lai rai va trd chuyén véi ngudi than. Buang nhién khi can gi tdi c6 thé tim dén
ho va ngugc lai toi cling ludn cd mat khi ho can dén toi.
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Thuc ra t6i c6 hai nhom ban. Nhdm dau tién gom ho hang s6ng bén My nhu anh chi em ho,
chau trai va chau gai cung gia dinh. La ngudi cao tudi trong dai gia dinh, t6i c6 gang to
chlrc nhitng budi hop mét gia dinh trong ngay sinh nhut clia bét c( ai trong ho.

: [}

ITI | Bungl

SeskBUhY bnvic e
"

Hop mat gia dinh nam 2010

Nhom thir hai gdm ban bé cli h6i § Sai Gon k€ ludn ca thanh vién clia cau lac bd Mekong.
Moi mét hay hai thang, chung téi an trua that ngon véi nhau r6i ban luan vé nhitng dé tai
h&p dan d€ dugc cdp nhéat vé thdi su’ thé gidi va cac van dé xa hdi. Nhiéu thanh vién trong
nhédm truGc day da lam viéc trong nghanh hanh phap, tu phap va Iap phap bén nha. Ciing
cé ngudi lam viéc trong lanh vuc tu. Nhitng hoat dong cua ching t6i trén 20 nam qua cho
thay chuing t6i da quyét dinh ding khi thanh 1ap hoi.
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~

Hop madat cua thanh vién cau lac bé Mekong : Tu tréi qua phai: Bay, Trang, An, Chanh, Huon, My
Hanh, Binh, Thuy, Phdt, Chanh, An, Hoa, Marie, Chiu, Diéu, Binh

Trdi qua Phdi: Nd Tudng, Nd Cutng, Kh Diéu, Hd Nh&, Nd Khoi
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Nguyén Thuong Vi, Khuong Hitu Biéu va Trén Thién Khiém.

Nguyén Khéc Binh,
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Bang liét ké cling dé ra tdm quan trong cla cac duc tinh ngay thang va thanh that, dam
nhan I&nh trdch nhiém, va c6 mot niém tin do minh chon. Nhirng dirc tinh trén d& nam noi
con ngudi toi tir bao gid téi khéng ro nira. Tanh t6i minh bach, dau ra dé, nhu cac ban toi
tirng thay. DGi vdi tdi, thay sao lam vay. Toi chdng hé e deé hay sg sét khi phai ndi ra nhiing
gi téi nghi trong d&u va ciing khdng bao gi& xién xeo, 13t 1éo d€ tranh né trach nhiém. Niém
tin trong long toi khé ma lay chuyén dugc. T6i tin vao quyén nang cua tinh luong thién va
long chinh truc. Nhd nén tang Khéng va Phét gido cua gia dinh, nén tdi tin c6 mét Thugng
D&, dang quyén nang thiéng liéng.

POC LAP TAI CHANH

Bang liét k& c6 ghi ludn moi khia canh cla cd thé, tdm tri, va tdi tién. Viéc biét tiét kiém tién
c6 ndm trong danh sach do6. T6i lubn luu tdm i su’ khuyén cdo trén va c6 s6ng trong kha
nang tai chanh cla minh va dé€ danh tién lo cho khi vé gia. K& hoach nay da thanh tuu va
dem lai cho t6i su’ ddc 14p tai chanh dé cd cudc sdng thoai mai khi vé huu.

C6 ba yéu t6 quan trong vé an toan tai chanh toi can lo toan mot cach thuc tién, trudc khi
di dén quyét dinh dit khoat nghi viéc IUc t&i 65 tudi. Ti can cd mdt khoan Igi tic hang
thang &n dinh, mot quy du trif phdong chuyén bét trac, va sau hét mot sd tién tiét kiém kha
kha. Sau bao md hdi, nudc mat va hoach dinh tai chanh, nay da tdi lic Marie nha toi va toi
dudc an hudng mét nép séng huu tri ching téi hdng mao udc dudi mai nha dm clng cua
ching t6i & Cuu Kim Son.

Nhu t6i da trinh bay & phan trén, 10 trinh cla toi dé dat dugc doc 1ap vé tai chanh d3 phai
bat dau lai tir s6 khdng trong nam 1975 khi t6i budc ra khdi trai ty nan Pendleton vdi von
ven co 150 My kim bang ngan phi€u du lich/traveler’s check. Kiém dugc mét viéc lam lic
dé cling tran ai. Trong khi chd dgi cd mot viéc vé engineering, mot ngudi ban cling ti nan
nhu t6i da nhd toi lam quan ly mét du' an m& mot tiém dn Phap mang tén La Cabane nam
trén dudng Union Street, San Francisco. .
Toi con nhd, ldc do, téi lanh vé 500 My
kim moi thang. Nha hang gat dugc két [\
qua my man nhG mot bai bao nhiét tinh &8
khen nggi trong t& nhut bdo San
Francisco Chronicle. Nhung sau thang
sau, trong nam 1975, t6i nhan mot viéc
lam thuan tly vé engineering tai Bechtel
Inc. v8i chirc vu “Phu ta Giam doc Du
an.” NhG c6 m6t mdrc luang kha hau va
biét ti€u xai can kiém, g6i ghém trong
kha ndng ciia minh, méi ndm tdi d€ danh
dugc 10.000 My kim. Sau ba nam, t6i cé
du tién dé ddt coc mua mot cdn nha tri
gid 100.000 M§ kim.

o

Ngbi nha & San Francisco tu’ ndm 1978
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Khoang ndm ndm trudc ngay nghi viéc, toi khdi cong sira chita hay tan trang ngdi nha dé
stra soan cho nhitng chuoi ngay vé huu dugc thoai mai va vui thoa. Toi biét la viéc sira lai
can nha sé de dang hon trong luc téi con nhan luong hang thang thay vi phai rat tién tiét
kiém ra dé tra lic khdng con di [am nira. Mdi ndm ti chi ra chirng 20,000 My kim cho mbi
du an nhu sau:

1. Tan trang nha bép,

2. Cat thém mot nha ki€éng “sunroom,”

3. Xay thém mot phong tam,

4. Stra lai phong khach & tiing dudi,

5. Xay mot san go “redwood,” mot nha kiéng cho cdy kiéng va mot kho dé dung cu noi sau
vuan.

Viéc stra sang nay da dudc hoan tat trong vong nam nam. Két qua la to6i cd mot ngdi nha
that dm cing, day du tién nghi - mot “lau dai” xinh xan - cho Marie va t6i chung sdng VOi
nhau trong nhirng ndm thang con lai. Ngay nay, sau 20 ndm dugc hudng nhirng ich Igi cla
ndam du an trén, téi hoan toan man nguyén vé chuong trinh nay.

TOi biét an ba to6i da day toi biét song can kiém. Khi con nhd, ba t6i budc toi lam nhirng viéc
|3t vt d€ kiém tién tdi. Nhd dé, toi biét dudc gid tri ciia ddng tién do md hdi nudc mat minh
ki€ém ra va biét than trong khi tiéu xai. TUr d6 vé sau, t6i ludn can than khi xai tién. Vao ndm
1976, t6i mua chiéc xe tién ich va it hao xdng, gia ré hiéu Vega Station Wagon ma cong ty
xe hai sdp ngung san xuat. T6i dung xe nay di cdm trai vao cudi tuan dé thudng thirc thd
sOng ngoai trGi nhu t6i da ting lam v&i ba ma toi h6i con nho. NEp s6ng nay vira lanh manh
vUra it ton kém.

Di cdm trai vdi ban bé: chiéc xe Station Wagon Vega 1976
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Ngoai ra, day ciing 1a dip t6t dé& lanh xa nai thi t&r ddng ngudi, bi & nhiém va su’ cdng théng
cua sé lam.

Di d6i vdi viéc song can kiém, toi con tiét kiém bang cach Iap ra quy 401(k) dugc hodn thué.
Trong thdi gian lam tai Bechtel & San Francisco tU nam 1975 t&i nam 1987, t6i lubn dong
murc tién t6i da dugc cho phép vao quy nay. Cong ty Bechtel cling dong mét s6 tién tudng
duaong vao quy 401(k) cua t6i. Toi co thé dau tu s6 tién trong quy vao thi trudng chirng
khodn nhu mua cd phi€u, mién sao tdi khéng rit tién ra trudce khi tdi 70 tudi rudi. Sau mot
thdi gian dai, nhd vao tién IGi kép va s0 tién hoan thué, tién ti€t kiém trong quy cla toi da
|én tGi con s6 dang ké.

KY-NIEAM HAT-NGOAI

KHD
OVERSEAS SOUVENIR
SOUVENIR DOUTREMER

.........

T6i dua vao bang db biéu trén dé theo dbi tién trinh gia ting su’ doc Igp tai chanh cia toi.

V&i ban chét ua phan tich, vao ndm 1980, tdi 1p ra bang dd biéu trén dé theo ddi nhip tién
trién sy doc Iap tai chanh. Ban vi “US$ 1.000” ndm trén truc tung dé “Y” con don vi “ndm”,
tlr 1975 t8i 2027, nam trén truc hoanh dd “X”. T8i ndm 2027 tdi s& dudc 96 tudi va coi nhu
la ndm cudi cua ddi minh.

Nhu bi€u dd cho thdy, vao ndm th( ba, tién tiét kiém cula toi bi kiét qué vi t6i phai dung
30,000 My kim d€ tra tién dat coc cho can nha. Trong bi€u do, toi gia du mirc d6 lam phat
hang nam la 3% con ty I tién IGi trung binh trén von dau tu I3 6% moi ndm. Néu t6i bat
dau rat tién trong quy ra khi téi 65 tudi khi dén ndm 2027, I0c tdi 96 tudi, trén ly thuyét, sé
khdng con ddng nao dé tdi rdt nifa. Trong trudng hop téi sdng tho han, toi ¢ thé dua vao
gia tri ciia c8n nha dé s6ng Vi téi da tra dit ng cho nd roi. Trén thuc t&€, dudng cong cua
tién tiét kiém thu'c su khi vé huu sé cao han la dudng cong cua tién tiét kiém gia dinh. Nhu
vay, toi vAn dugc an toan trong k& hoach tai chanh cla minh. Con dudng di t&i doc 1ap tai
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chdnh d& gép phai vai “6 ga” vi nén kinh t€ My bi khiing hoang trong thap nién dau cla thé
ky 21. Nhung khi moi su’ d& &n dinh trd lai, dudng cong thuc su’ van cao hon dudng cong
gia dinh.

MGt cach tom tat, ddi vdi Marie va t6i, moi viéc lién quan tdi than thé, tdm tri va tai chanh
c6 thé dugc coi 1a &n! Ching téi van tiép tuc séng trong ngdi nha ching téi thuong quy
trong bdn thap nién qua. Ching t6i khdng mac bénh khién chiing toi phai lo du ngoai nhirng
dau 6m thong thudng cua tudi gia. Dau ¢ ching toi con minh man va chdng téi van cudi
dla cling nhu hudng nhitng gidy phut vui tuci v6i ban bé. Tuy nhién, & tudi cao nién, toi
thdy minh can phai can trong, tranh lam nhirng viéc gi méi mé hay bdc déng. Toi can phai
cd dau Ac thuc t& va hiéu biét chi 1am nhitng gi thich hdp vdi khd ndng cia minh ma thdi.

NGi cach khéc, tdi can gdng sirc tu’ kiem ché trén phuong dién thé chéat, tdm tri va tién bac.

Cuoc s6ng vé huu da cho phép t6i trd lai vai “cai toi” thuc su’ ciia minh, biét thu dan song
ta ta, gat bo di nhiing lo au, chia sé thu an nhan véi ba con va ban bg, nhung quan trong
nhtrt van la dudc gan glii han véi Marie, ngugi ban dGi cla tbi trong han nira thé ky nay roi.
Marie da tan tuy cham soc cho tdi va mai dm gia dinh. Xin cdm on Marie nhiéu 13m.
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Nhitng M&u Chuyén Vui Budn
Cua Nhom “Ga Noi”

Pay Ga Cua Chon Loc!

Sau gan mudi ndm ¢ gdng lam viéc, nay da dén Idc t6i phai két thic quyén sach nay.

N(ra thé ky trudc day, trong giai doan 1964-1975, t6i may man tim dugc mot nhom chuyén
vién tré co tai d€ ciing nhau nd luc phéat trién kinh t& cho mién Nam. Téi thudng dung danh
tr “ga noi” véi anh em ching t6i. Ti€éng I6ng Sai Gon thdi nay la “ga chét”, “ga dong lanh”,
“ga nuét day thun”, “ga ket gid " d&€ dm chi nhitng ngudi thi€u kha nang, thiéu tdm long va
lam viéc tap ténh.

Nhiéu anh em sau d6 tung ra khoi t6 &m IDC-IDB, phuc vu cac cd quan chanh phd hién hitru
hodc sau d8. Anh em da thang tién va dat nhiéu thanh qua dang k& ndi nhiém s mdi.

M6t vai ngudi d& dam nhén nhitng chirc vu tdng trudng hodc th trudng, mot s& khac da
trd thanh trudng co quan cla Trung TAm Dau Tu Phat Trién, Khu Ky Nghé Bién Hoa, Vién
Dinh Chuén, Téng Cudc Dau Hoa Va Khoang San, Khu Ché Xuét, Vién Quan Tri Xi Nghiép,
VISSAN (L0 sat sanh tan tién)... Do su’ gan bd gilra tdi va nhdm chuyén gia tré, mot ngudi
ban cua t6i & San Jose da gan cho t6i biét danh kha gay can la “dai ca” cia nhdm “mafiosi.”

Véi tudi 86, bdn muci ndm sau bién ¢b “Dai Bai”, mudi ngan ddm xa cach t6 8m ngay xua,
niém vui thuc su cla téi 1a ludn luén dugc hop mat vdi anh chi em ddng nghiép dé cling
chung vui, an udng, nang ly gira nhirng trang cuGi gion gia ngi thanh phd tuyét dep cla
Vung Vinh.

HOi ndm 2000, sau 25 ndm xa cach, cac ban da hop v t& chlrc budi 1€ sanh nhut thir 70,
“thét thap cd lai hy” cho tdi trong su’ bat ngd tuyét ddi tai ngbi nha & San Francisco. Nhg
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vao Internet, cho téi giay phut cudi, tat cd moi su xép dat dudc hoan tat ca thang ma toi
khong hé hay biét gi ca. That la mot phép la cho ddi toi!

Thd't Thip C8 Lai Hi. Ank Chi Em Trung Tim Khuéch Treong Ky nghé,
Ngdn Hang Phét Trién Ky Nghé Viét Nam va Cong Ty Qudc Gia Khuéch
Trwong Khu Kij Nghé mieng sink nhuet 70 cia Anh Khaeong Hueii Didu vd

cdu chiic Anh Chi Didu Phudc nhu Ding Hdi vé Tho tg Nam Son.

Nguyén Viin Chdu W’

m@a Dic Chiéh _%aa.cfza.ﬁ.:
n Dric Cudmg 2@%&.&?&@7

ﬁ(auyln Kfde D5_oM_Zr Bl
Nguyén Ngoe Dién

Hijnh Hief Hin bt Jucly Urnd [ e

Dodn Mpng Hodng jm..?f:j: LAET}, Bt Tl a s
Lim M6
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Ngay 7 thing 10 ndm 2000

Trdn Vav Khdi
Lé Trong Muu
Truong Chi Nghia
Hoang Dire Nh&

¢ Trong Too #&/ vg'% %
Ph{ Mink Tém %«ﬂdw: S
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Chung vui tai mai am dai gia dinh, San Francisco nam 2000
trong su’ bat ngo' tuyét doi sau 25 nam xa cach

Cac anh chi em hoc tUr cac truGng sau day: Lafayette College, MIT, Stanford University,
Columbia University, NYU, Phu Tho Technical University, Saigon University, Dalat University,
California State University, Sacramento, University of Arizona, Colorado State University,
Georgetown University, Purdue University, Oklahoma State University, Pittsburgh University,
Carnegie Mellon University, Bowling Green State University, Laval University, Asian Institute
of Technology, Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Beaux-Arts de Paris, Université de
Montpellier, Université de Nantes, Ecole Polytechnique de Montréal, Monash University,
Melbourne Australia, University of Western Australia Perth, University of Canterbury,
Christchurch, NZ, Massey University NZ, London School of Economics, ...

Nam 2010, nhédm anh chi em
“IDB” tang cho toi chai
“Champagne Magnum” vdi tat
ca chir ky trén chai nhan ngay
- sanh nhyt th{r 80 cla t6i. Toi
¢ xin cam dn da lam toi trg
” thanh ngudi that may man.

Théat nhiéu Champagne trén
ban nho !
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Chung t6i gap lai trong thang Mudi, 2015, vao dip ky niém ba ngay vui trong dgGi: ngay cudi
th(r 55, ngay sanh th(r 85 va ngay hoan tat hai quyén sach « Déng gap Tay » va « EAST
meets WEST » cla gia dinh Khuagng Hitu.

\]".
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PN\

|

|
|
|

:

Va ngay 15 thang 10 ndm 2016, dai gia dinh IDC-IDB lai vui vy bén nhau ciing tai t& &m
cua chuing t6i & vung Vinh. Nhan dip nay, Anh Phong da tang toi chai rugu quy Cognac Louis
XIII ma ca dai toi chua dugc ném thdr.
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Trdi qua phii — Hang Ngoi- Chi NDKhéi, Chi Bich Lan (ben HONBA), Chi Quich Anh, Anh PKNgoc, A/C KHbiéu, Chi NDCuomg.
Hing Dimg: NDKhéi, TPhong, PLQuang, HONhA, NTHoan, NTuing (VQTHu:), LHThinh, PMTim, TQMinh, V5 Himg, Chi TQMinh, Chi Hing,
Chi PLQuang, LTTao, NDCuimg, NDTuong, Chi VHimg, Chi NDTuong, Chi Poan Mong Hoang, NDChién.

Hop mat 2016 trudc nha San Francisco
T6i rat vui mirng dugc cac ban gdi cho nhitng m&u chuyén vui budn ma ching toi da trai
qua bén nhau trong ngay xa xua va da dung lam doan két hgp ly, thich dang cho quyén hoi
ky. Doi véi toi dé la nhitng mdn qua that chan thanh va khé quén.
Nhitng m&u chuyén ndy phan anh trung thuc y nghi clia ngudi viét va khéng cé su’ sira ddi
hay gop y gi ngoai viéc nhdc nhd madi gdp bai.
A. TRAN VAN KHOT, University of Arizona
Hai muci 1am nam sau khi xa x(r, anh em chung t6i hop lai td chl'c mot tiéc mirng anh Diéu,
mot surprise party ma nhifng ai tham du van con nhg dgi. bac biét, anh em da day cong
lam mot Ky Yéu IDB 2000, ghi lai hinh anh cla tirng anh chi em, tirng gia dinh, dé lam qua.

Trong L&i Gigi Thiéu, toi dd c¢6 gang ghi lai cdm nghi va tdm tinh cla moi nguai:

579



béng gap Tay

“Poi vdi nhiéu nguoi, Trung Tém Khuéch Truong Ky Nghé / Cong Ty Qudc Gia Khuéch
Truong Khu Ky Nghé / Ngdn Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé khdéng nhitng chi la nhiing dinh ché
phat trién cda Viét Nam Cong Hoa ma con 1a noi hun dic va ting cuong nhing dic tinh
cdn ban dé phét trién va théng tién nghé nghiép: su’ ngay thang, Iong hdng say, va tinh
coi mo voi dong nghiép. Tu nhiing ngay déu tién... dén sau nay, nhiéu anh chi em da
thanh cong trong lanh vuc nghé nghiép cua minh, & trong nuoc cling nhu’ & ngoai quoc.

Trubc sau, ai cling lubn luén viing tém duy tri nhifng déc tinh c6 hitu: su’ ngay thang,

long hang say, va tinh cdi mad vdi dong nghiép, ... Tap Ky Yéu IDB 2000 dupc én hanh

mot phén dé ky niém 25 nam ngay anh chi em moi nguoi ra di mét nga, mot phén dé danh

dau... mot thién nién ky di qua va sap tdi. Nbung ly do chinh cia Ky Yéu IDB 2000 la dé ky
niém va dn mung ngay dat tdi That Thép C6 Lai Hy cua Anh Khuong Hiu Biéu — mot chuyén

vién dan anh ma sudt cudc doi nghé nghiép da luén luén khéng ngung thé hién su’ ngay
thang, Iong hdng say va tinh cdi md vdi déng nghiép.”

T6i lam viéc v6i Anh Diéu tir ndm 1964, khong lién tuc, qua nhiéu cong viéc khac nhau, va
van tiép tuc duy tri lién lac sau 75. Qua bao nhiéu nam quen biét, toi hoc dugc anh lam viéc
thudng thi khdng phai la “am” ma la “0i”, va déi vai téi thi Anh Diéu “nghe thay sao thi
ddng la nhu vay — ma thudng la nghe Anh trudc khi thay Anh.”

Thang 9 ndm 1964, mdi tréd vé va con hoang mang khéng biét lam gi & dau, t6i gap Vinh
Thuc, mét ban du hoc cung Ifa khi d6 da lam & Trung Tam Khuéch Trugng Ky Nghé dugc
may thang. Thic ndéi “O day c6 6ng Phu Ta Ky Thuat chiu chai 1dm, dan MIT - toa vé day
di.”

T6i di ngay, gép Anh Diéu, va mdt tudn sau vao lam viéc. Khi d6 Anh Diéu 1a Phu Ta Ky
Thuat cho 6ng Giam DG6c Blru Hoan; qua ndm sau Anh thay 6ng Hoan khi 6ng Hoan di ngoai
quoc. Cong viéc chinh Itc dé la nghién clu va soan thao ho so ky thuat cho mot 0 sat sinh
tan tié€n. Ngoai ra, t6i cling gilp thuc hién vai du an ki nghé nhe nhu lam caustic soda, lam
dng thay tinh, thuc phdm gia suc, ... Cong viéc cling khéng doi héi nhiéu kién thirc chuyén
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mon — du’ an thudng la chia-khoa-trao-tay (turn key), cac nha ban may moc Nhat hay bai
Loan c6 chuyén vién chi ro chi tiét va gilp xay cat, rap may, th&r nghiém, va van hanh.

Qua ndm 1966, t6i cung vai anh em theo Anh Diéu di lam viéc & Bd Kinh T€& khi Anh dugc
mdi 1am Phu T4 cho Ong Téng Trudng Au Trudng Thanh, lo vé Thuong Mai. Cong viéc hoan
toan mdi la; tur lién lac vai giGi chirc vién trg My dén clru xét hd sa xin nhap cang véi ngoai
té riéng ctia Viét Nam. T6i con nhd co lan cung véi mot Trung Ta Hoa Ky dan dau mét cong
voa chd day xi mang tir Thuang Cang vé Tha Birc dé gilp ram rd quang ba xi mang khdng
thi€u ma cd thira. N6i chung, cong viéc khong doi hoi gi kho khan, chi can long tin cay cla
Anh Diéu, va phai lam nhiéu gi6.

Sau khi Ong Thanh ti nhiém, Anh Diéu vé lam full-time & TTKTKN, dé toi & lai biét phai lam
cho Ong Uy Vién (Tdng Trudng) Cong Ky Nghé La Thanh Nghé, roi cho ngudi k& nhiém sau
do.

Pén gitra ndm 1968, Anh trd lai [am Phu T& Téng Trudng Kinh T& cho Ong Au Ngoc H9, an
nay ddc trach vé Cong Ky Nghé. Tai lai lam viéc truc ti€p vdi Anh, trong cudng vi Chanh S&
Pau Tu. LUc nay, sau bién cd Tét Mau Than, mét ludt tdng ddng vién vira méi dugc ban
hanh. Thay ngay anh hudng doéi v&i hoat dong ki nghé va dau tu, Anh da danh nhiéu thi
gid thic ddy chuang trinh “biét doan trir bi” nham hoan dich cho chuyén vién ky thuét c6t
can, trong chinh phu ciing nhu & Ianh vuc tu. Anh hop lién mién véi B6 Qudc Phong, khong
ngan ngai ndi di ndi lai v8i d6i tac |a mot Pai T4 Déng Ly “ai lai dem ga nodi di nu ca ri bao
gid.” Anh “Ui” hét minh, khéng tir nan mét chuyén gi, ké ca gilip 1ap hd sa va dich than viét
thu gidi thiéu cho con 6ng Pai Ta nap dan vao MIT. Anh cling chd tam dén cac céng tac
thdm do dia chat ngoai khai, va thiic ddy viéc soan thao Luit Dau Hoa.

Pén cubi ndm 1969, chinh ph lai thay déi; Anh trd lai full-time TTKTKN, dang trong tién
trinh tré thanh Ngan Hang Phat Trién K§ Nghé. T6i ti€p tuc lam Chanh S& Pau Tu. Sau khi
Luat Dau Hoa ban hanh cubi nam 1970, t6i dugc giao di tim dau, va khéng con lam truc
ti€p vdi Anh nira.

Tuy khdng con lam truc tiép, toi van gilr déu lién lac v&i Anh, va véi cac ddng nghiép cii &
TTKTKN, va cling vai [an tham du’ cac budi thuyét trinh ddc biét sdng sém th( Ba.

Khoang giita ndm 1974, sau khi Téng Cuc D4u Hoa va Khoang San dugc chinh thirc thanh
lap lam mét cg quan tu tri, mac du téi da phu trach thanh céng chuong trinh dau hoa tir
dau va da soan thao khai sinh tdng cuc, c6 tin ¢ gidi chirc thdm quyén khdng mudn toi lam
Téng Cuc Trudng ma mudn mot k§ su’ dang lam viéc véi cdng ty Shell. Anh Diéu nghe dugc
chuyén va goi dién thoai cho tdi, nhu tdi cd k€& trong DSu Hod Viét Nam 1970-75: Nhitng
Ngay Con Nhd (trang 118):

"Ban tinh ngay thang, ong Diéu ndi oang oang trong dién thoai la 6ng co nghe chuyén vé
T6ng Cuc DEu Hda, va cho réng léam nhu vdy 13 tao lao, 1a khéng duoc. Ong khuyén toi
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dung lo, khong co ai lam chuyén gi nguoc doi nhu’ vdy. Trong mot cach ndi dac biét ma
nhiing ai hon mét 15n tiép xdc vdi 6ng déu kho long quén, éng Piéu ndi nhu la Ién trong
dién thoai: “Ga nguoi ta dang da ngon lanh nhu’ vdy sao lai di thay duoc? Pua ga khong co
cua vao, biét 15y gi ma dé? Mé gép ga chét thi lai hu’ su’ hét ca.” Ong nhan vdi t6i 13 éng sé
tim cho ra ro su’ tinh, va mot lan niia bao toi dung nan chi.”

Toi khdng bao gid quén dudc nhirng I5i I€ va tdm tinh trong cu dién thoai clia Anh.

B. VU THI LOAN, Laval University

KY UC VE SO’ NANG SUAT TTKTKN/ NHPTKNVN

1967: Nam tdi tir gid mién Dat lanh Quebec Canada dé trg vé Sai Gon, qué huong ndng &m
va dau quan lam linh méi cho S& Nang Suat thudc Trung Tam Khuéch Truong Ky Nghé
(TTKTKN), sau nady la Ngan Hang Phat trién K§ Nghé VN (NHPTKNVN).

O thdi diém d6, S8 N&ng Suat 13 “S& dan anh” so vdi cac s& khac clia TTKTKN vi cd thé
kiém ra tién bang nhirng dich vu ctia minh nhu td chlrc d&u thdu may mdc, soan thao cac
du an tién kha thi (feasibility studies) cho ky nghé gia. Nhung ly do chu yéu, theo t6i nghi,
la vi SG da quy tu dugc mét luc lugng hung hau cac tri thic tr§ vé tu cac nuge khac nhau
trén thé gidi nhu My, Canada, Uc, Tan Tay Lan, Phap va Trung Tam Ky Thuat Phi Tho cua
VN.

Dling dau S§ Ia Ong Chéanh Su' Vu D6 Kim Thirc. Ong tuy to con, mang thiing nudc &o trude
bung nhung cé tac phong ngudi linh, rdt nhanh nhen va thao vat. Ddc diém Ia khi Ong chua
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xudt hién moi ngudi da nghe thay tié’ng cudi ndi rén réng ctia Ong. Gan giii chling tdi hon
la Tién si Nguyen PhuGc Du tir Phap vé. Bac nho ngu’dl an noi nho nhe, diém dam. Tuy Bac
da I&n tudi nhu‘ng cung rat nhanh nhen va san sang ¢ van cho moi ngudi vé moi van deé.
Khi Bac lam giang vién cho Khda Quan tri Xi nghiép do TTKTKN t6 chy’c Bac cling kéo tbi
theo dé tdi hoc thém kién thirc vé Quan tri. Vi nién trudng thir ba Ia Ong Bui Thanh, [em
ong chu déu khuynh diép Bac si Tin, tuc 6ng Bui Kién Tin] ngudi mién Trung hay k€& chuyén
hai hudc va co nick ddc biét la “Ong Banh T6” ma cho dén tén bay gid toi van khéng bi€t vi
sao Ong lai cé cai nick ky la nay! Tiép theo la bo ba Xe Phao Ma tir My v€, cac Anh Nguyen
DPang Khoi, Chu Tam Cudng, va Lé Trong Muu. Anh Khoi luén kh6i ngdé nhu tén clia anh.

Anh Cudng trong dao mao vai cdp mat kinh day cdm va anh Muu trang tréo nhu sita nén
cd nick la “Sira.” Ca ba anh la nhitng “ga ndi” sang gia ctia SG. Sau nay, vdi su’ phét trién
kinh té€ ctia dat nudc cling nhu nhu cau nhan luc cap cao, ba ngudi gilr cac vi tri mdi: anh
Khéi 1én Tdng Cuc DAau tu, anh Cudng sang Tdng Cuc Gia cu’ va anh Muu vé Khu Ché xuét
Sai Gon. Ngoai ra, mét s6 “ga no/’ sang choi khac ciling dugc “xuat chuéng” ngay tai thoi
diém nay. D6 la cac anh Lé Thanh Nhan di “khai pha” Vissan, Phi Minh Tam di “d&t chuan”
cho Vién Dinh Chuén, Tran Van Khdi di “tim dau” cho Téng Cuc Dau Khi, Nguyén Birc Cudng
qua “lam kinh t&” cho Bd Kinh t&€ va anh Hoang Dlc Nha “biét phai” 1én Phi Tdng Thdng.
Bay gid nhin lai, t6i thady S& Nang Suat dung la cai n6i dao tao va cung cap nhan luc cao
cap cho xa hdi.

TU Canada V&, chiing téi cing c6 mot “bo ba”: Bach dién Thu sinh Tran Binh Minh, Nguyén
Hru Thu “Tay con” (nick nay cé tur thGi du hoc) va t6i. Chdng t6i cung hoc mét trudng,
Laval University, mét dai hoc rét 1au d&i ctia D&t Lanh Quebec. Quebec City ¢ nhugc diém
la qua lanh nhung lai c6 uu diém la mét thanh phd ¢d kinh va thd méng, ngudi dan & day
cé thé giao tiép bang tiéng Phap va Anh. Vi vdy du hoc sinh sau khi t6t nghiép ciling st dung
dudc ca hai ngbn nglt nay. Ba ching tdi déu dugc Colombo Plan cung cdp hoc béng cho
nhitng nganh hoc khac nhau: anh Minh hoc Dién, anh Thu Hod Hoc va toi Thuc Pham. Toi
vi sang trudc nén tu nhién dugc la “dan chi.”

Nhiing guang mdt chinh dugc dao tao tor Trung Tam Ky Thuat Phu Tho Ia hai anh Nguyén
Van Chudng va anh Nguyen Thanh Nguu. Anh Chudng gay va cao nhu cdy tre, luon “nghiém
tic” trong moi viéc. Anh Nguu thi map map va hién hoa nhu rudng dong Nam BO.

K€ ti€p la nhdm chuyén vién tré cling xuat than tir Ky Thuat Phi Tho. Pau tién la Quach
Anh véGi dang nguGi phuc hau; day dan la V6 Quy Thanh Hug; ludn lang xang theo bac Du
hoc héi la Nguyéen Thi Hai va minh hac xugng mai la Poan Méng Hoang. “Hoang Huyén” Itic
doé gay dén gid thdi cling bay nhung lai ¢ khudn mat bau binh va théng minh cua Audrey
Hepburn. Con lai la hai “cau bé” c6 dang nhu hoc sinh Nguyén Van Hon va Nguyéen Van
Quan.

Khi TTKTKN tré thanh NHPTKNVN, S& Nang Suét chuyén thanh cac doan Tin Dung. Ching
t6i thém hung hau véi nhitng ban cii, mdi. Pau tién la anh Thai Vinh Khiém rat lich thiép va
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“dién trai”, anh Vinh Thic vdi giong Hué nhe, anh TUr V&n Minh ngudi ¢ mau da “banh
mat”, anh Luu Phong Lgi ma chung toi hay goi dua la Lgi “phong Iuu.” Cac anh Ngo6 Van
Thanh, Khau Van Vién luén hién hoa, vui vé. Hai ngdi sao dang yéu khac la “N{r Hoang Ai
Cap” Kim Cudng voc dang giong nhu Cléopatre va Bich Thuy véi mai tdc rat dai dong dua
theo nhip budc di. Sau cung la cac ban tré khac nhu cac anh Pham Tién Nam, Tran Tan LOc
va Bui Viét Long.

Ndm 1975, la ngudi & lai, ti phai chiing kién canh ké & ngugi di. Moi th(r déu thay doi dén
tan goc ré nerng dau sao thi thdi gian cung qua nhanh, tu’dng nhu md&i ngay hdom qua ma
nay da han 40 nam. Cé diéu an tugng toi van con gilr mai trong long. D6 la ngudi lanh dao
NHPTKN cd y chi muén tao nén mét khdi chuyén vién cd di kha ndng phat trién mét nén
kinh t& dé bién qudc gia thanh gidu manh, san sang tién cf cAc nhan vién tré co tai 1&n vi
tri cao han minh dé tham gia vao cng viéc phét trién va tiép tuc dao tao s6 chuyén vién
con lai d€ du kién cho viéc phat trién tuang lai.

T6i van con nhd nhitng budi thuyét trinh sdng tht ba hang tuan tai NH, qua dé ching toi
dugc ti€p can nhirng bai toan kinh té& ky thuat hoc bua ma it khi dugc hoc & truGng. Nhirng
budi thuyét trinh nay cé muc dich gilip chiing t6i hoc héi lan nhau, ma& rong kién thic, hoan
thién nghé thudt ndi trudc cdng ching va dat dudi su’ chu tri cia Ong Téng Gidm Ddc.
Thong thudng thi cac vi cha tri, chu toa phai ngdi hang ghé dau tién nhung odi oam cho
ching t6i & day la 6ng lai ng6i cudi phong hop trong mét cai ghé ké ngay gilra 16i di! Khi
dong hé chi ding 7:30 gig, 6ng budc vao nhu mét con 16¢, cira phong hop lap tic dugc
déng lai. Néu dén tré du chi mét vai phut thi chi con cach quay ra cung “gilt chtua” véi may
bac thu ky! Vi thé sang th( ba nao tdi cling “hét hai” chudn bi cho nhanh, trang diém va
bai toc trong vong nam phut, r6i phong dén S& d€ co thé “hiing diing” budc vao phong hop
trudc Ong!

De’n day t6i xin phép dugc mé ta “Ong Téng cla chung t6i.” Viét theo van Bac Ky xua thi
Ong 13 ngu’dl khong may dep trai vGi dang di lic nao cling vOi vang tat bat! Tuy nhién vdi
nhu’ng ai c6 dip ti€p xtc véi Ong thi d&u phai cdng nhan Ong la nguGi rat cd duyén va manh
mé. V&i mot giong mién Nam khoe, véi mot kién thirc rong trong phleu IAlnh vuc, lubn di
thang vao van dé chinh, va vai cach dung ca “body language” khi dien ta, Ong dé dang thu
hat tat ca cac khan thinh gia, lam cho ho chi y nghe Ong mét cach thich tha lan ngu@ng
mo. Bay gid thi tdi hiéu tai sao ngoai cac biét danh “ngudi anh ca, chim dau dan”, Ong con
cd nick 13 “dng bau ganh.” V&i mdt “dng bau ganh» ndng ddng va sdi nGi nhu thé thi ganh
nao ma khdng “ndi dinh ndi chlia” cho dugc! Sau nay, nhitng kinh nghiém hoc héi dugc tir
nhirng budi thuyét trinh dé da gilp t6i rat nhiéu trong nghé lam “cb gido” ma khdng phai
qua mdt trudng I6p su pham nao! Xin cdm an Ong Tong! Xin cdm on tat ca cac thuyét trinh
vién!

Va ciing xin dugdc cdt dong ky (c noi day. T6i mong mudn, khi doc nhitng dong chif nay,
cac thanh vién cuia Gia Dinh IDB déu cé thé tim lai dugc hinh bdng clia ban bé va cta chinh
minh, trén mét doan dudng ching ta da cung di chung véi nhau, khi ma tat ca ching ta
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déu con khéde, con dep vdi mai téc con xanh... xanh...
Sai Gon thang 12 nam 2015

VU THI LOAN

Trung Tam Khuéch Truong Ky Nghé
Ngan Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé Viét Nam
1967 — 1975

C. HOANG PUC NHA,  Oklahoma State University
University of Pittsburgh

Gla dinh Hoang Puc Nha va gia dinh con Hoang Puc Phu (2016 Rome Prize Winner)

MOT co HOI POI POT

M6t chdm ngén phd thdng cho rang su thanh cng trong ddi tuy thudc mét phan nhd vao
hoc van va hiéu biét cia minh nhung phan I8n tuy thudc vao nhirng ngudi minh biét va co
hoi ho cho minh.

T6i trd vé Sai Gon vao dau thang Hai ndm 1965 vdi bdng Ky su Dién cta dai hoc Oklahoma
State sau ba nam du hoc. Nhu' nhiéu sinh vién Viét Nam khac dugc hoc bdng clia chuang
trinh Leadershlp do chdnh pha Hoa Ky tai trg tdi ¢ y dinh & lai thém dé t|ep tuc chuong
trinh Cao hoc vé Ky su’ dién nhung dugc chanh phu triéu hdi vé 1am tai Téng Nha Vién
Théng truc thudc Bo Noi Vu.

Luc dé chanh pha Hoa Ky, trong chuong trinh gilp d& ky thuat cho Viét Nam Cong Hoa, da

thiét k& mot hé théng vién thdng tan tién dé théng nhat hé thdng vién théng va theo ddi
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tinh hinh trong nudc. Phai bd Phat trién Quéc t& (USAID) cla Hoa Ky tai Viét Nam yéu ciu
chdnh phu chi dinh mét ky su Viét Nam dé lam viéc chung v6i Toan Ky thudt Hoa Ky. Toi
khdng ngd rang phan vu t6i dudc giao phd la budc dau trong viéc thiét I3p ¢ quan an ninh
qudc gia cua Viét Nam Cong Hoa.

Cong viéc tdi dugc giao pho réat thich tha trong thdi diém day thr thach clia dat nudc. Toi
theo Todn Ky thuét Hoa Ky bay dén nhiing tinh Iy va nhiéu dia diém héo lanh trén dat nudc
rat thudng xuyén. Nhd do toi dugc biét ddi song clia ngudi dan va nhiing tap tuc cling nhu
nhitng dac san dia phuadng.

Tuy nhién, sau thai gian hirng thi dan dan toi thdy cong viéc bt dau kho khan vi b6n ngay
trong tuan toi phai di bang Vespa tir cdn phong tro ti thué & khu Chg Quén, canh Phéi Bo
Vién Trg Quan Su Hoa Ky tai Viét Nam (MACV), d&n Trung tdm K§ thuét ctia Téng Nha vien
Thong nam sau lung TruGng BO Binh Thu Dlc, mdt doan dudng dai gan 40 cdy sG moi
vong.

Trong thdi gian dé trén xa 16 Sai Gon — Bién Hoa cd rat nhiéu quan xa Viét Nam va Hoa Ky
cling nhu xe tu nhan. Nhitng xe d6 phun rat nhiéu khoi va chat doc, va vi d6 ao quan va
sac dién toi cling bi “hu hai”, tham chi dén noi tdi phai thuyét phuc ba ma cia ngudi vg
tuong lai rang t6i la ngudi Viét ch khéng phai ngudi Phi!

Toi nhé vao dip Tét ndm 1966 toi vé Nha Trang an Tét vGi Ma toi va tinh cd gap lai anh TU
Van Minh, mét cuu du hoc sinh trong chuang trinh Leadership va ciing la dong huong Nha
Trang. Luc dé anh Minh lam viéc trong S& Tin Dung cua Trung Tam Khuéch Trugng Ky Nghé
(TTKTKN) do anh Khuong Hiru Diéu 1anh dao.

Chac anh Minh th&y tdi nghiép tbi sau khi nghe tdi k& nhitng khd sd trong viéc lam cho
chénh phd cho nén anh ta khuyén tdi hdy nghi d&én TTKTKN va xin gdp anh Téng Giam Dac
Piéu. Vai tudn sau Tét tdi xin va dugc gdp anh Téng Giam Déc.

Budi gdp anh Téng Gidm Ddc thanh cdng ngoai su’ tudng tugng cua tdi vi chi sau ba mudi
phUt nghe tdi trinh bay vé cdng viéc tdi lam va udc vong cla tdi, anh Téng Gidm Ddc Piéu
héi toi “chirng nao anh bat dau lam dugc” Rét cd thé anh TU Van Minh d& “tung b&c” toi
vGi anh Téng Gidm Ddc nhung tdi van tin rang anh Diéu cho téi mdt ca hdi va xem toi lam
dudc gi v8i cg hoi do.

Sau d6 it 1au toi gia nhap Trung Tam Khuéch Trucng K§ Nghé véi chirc vu Ky Su Du An
trong SG Nang Suat cua Trung Tam. Tai day t6i lam viéc chung vGi nhiéu anh em ky su tt
nghiép cac dai hoc Hoa Ky, dai hoc Ky thuat Phu Tho, dai hoc Gia Na Pai, va Uc Chau.

MOi th(r Ba trong tuan may k§ su déu du budi hop tham muu véi anh Tong Gidm Ddc dé
trinh bay cdng viéc va duyét may du 4n minh dam trach. Anh Diéu hdi rat chu déo vé nhiing
du an dg, tur nhitng gia dinh dén phudng phap cla du an, va nhirng 1ap luan cta chung toi
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gidi thich vé su thich hgp cua du an trong chuang trinh phat trién dat nudc, cling nhu nhitng
lgi ich cho dia phuong khi du an dudc thuc hién.

Anh Piéu nhac ching tdi phai chd y dén cac khia canh vén hda x3 héi cd thé anh hudng
hodc lam cho du an bi dinh tré, va anh ciing chi y dé€n nhitng Igi ich xac thuc cling nhu' cac
Igi ich khéng thé ndm dugc ma du an cb thé dem lai cho ddng bao dia phuang. Mét cach
gian tiép anh Tdng Gidm D&c nhdn manh vai trd trong yéu cla cac yéu t6 néu trén hau gilp
chlng tdi co nhirng I3p luan chin chan va phan tai chanh clta du an dugc tinh toan ky luGng
trudc khi dé nap du an 1én Tong Gidm Ddc va Hoi dong Quan tri d€ cliu xét va chép thuén.

Nhiéu [an t6i ly ludn véi anh Tong Gidm DG vi t6i biét réng du &n t6i soan thao hdi du cac
diéu kién va phan I3i 16 dugc nghién cliu ky luGng.

Anh Diéu thudng déng y vai chiing tbi khi anh thdy rang du an chiing téi trinh dugc soan
thdo duing tiéu chudn va anh &y cho chilng tbi toan quyén thuc hién du an.

Toi rat thich khdng khi va cach lam viéc d6 va thay minh dugc cg héi tét lam viéc cho mot
cap chi huy san sang cho nhan vién cg hdi dé thanh cong va con gilp ching toi ti€p tuc tién
than.

Sau sau thang lam viéc tai TTKTKN toi quqc anh Diéu cho biét anh ta quyét dinh biét phai
t6i va mot ky su dong nghiép, anh Nguyen burc Cu’dng, Ién 1am tai van phong clia dng Téng
tru‘dng Kinh t& Au Trudng Thanh, thé theo I8i yéu cau cta 6ng Tong truéng cé dugc nhan
vién cla Trung tam d3 dugc dao tao tai cac dai hoc Hoa Ky. Ong Au Trudng Thanh biét
rang anh Téng Gidm D3&c c6 mot s6 chuyén vién duge dao tao ky ludng, nhitng ngua dua
hay ga choi nhu’ anh Téng Gidm D&c thudng goi nhdm chuyén vién chiing toi.

Anh Nguyén Plrc Cudng va toi khdng ai dudc biét 6ng Téng Trudng Au Trudng Thanh, va
chung t6i cling khong biét gi vé trach nhiém mdi cla chidng t6i tai BO Kinh T€. Chua gi t6i
thay mat tinh than déng doi va khong khi lam viéc tai Trung Tam Khuéch Truong Ky Nghé,
nhé&t 13 nhitng budi tdn déc véi m&y ddng nghiép trong gid va sau gid lam viéc.

T6i khdng hé nghi rang tradch nhiém mdi tai B6 Kinh T& s& 1a mot cd hdi d6i ddi trong su
nghiép va cong vu cua toi.

T6i mang mdt én 16n ddi v&i anh Khuong Hitu Piéu da cho t6i mot co hdi dé phuc vu dat
nudc & mot binh d6 khac.

Tai B6 Kinh T& anh Nguyén Pic Cudng dit trong tdm vao nhitng van dé lién quan dén vién
trg Hoa Ky va lam viéc v&i nhirng chuyén vién cta Toa Dai S& Hoa Ky va Phai B0 Viét Nam
clia Co Quan Phat Trién Qudc Té Hoa Ky (USAID). Nhitng bai hoc va kinh nghiém anh Cudng
dat dugc sé la nén tang qui bau khi anh ta ddm nhan trach nhiém Téng Trudng Thuong
Mai va Ky Nghé cua VNCH.
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T6i dugc giao trach nhiém phu giip mét gido su’ Pai hoc Ludt lic dé lam C& Van Tong
trudng vé cac van dé kinh t& vi mé ma VNCH can phéc hoa dé thi hanh mét chuong trinh
phat trién tdo bao. Vao thdi diém dé téi khdng hiéu gi nhiéu vé van dé kinh t& hudng gi kinh
t€ vi mo. DU sao may ky su ching t6i thdi ay khéng phai hoc vé kinh t€ can ban tai trudng
ky su.

Khi Tong Trudng Au Trudng Thanh tir chifc anh Cudng trd vé Trung Tam Khuéch Truong
Ky Nghé va tdi may man dugc mot hoc bdng tu nghiép chuyén mén trong bdn thang. Pay
la mét khoda tu nghiép vé cach quan tri cdc chuang trinh phat trién. Thé 13, vao déu thang
Tu ndm 1967, vén ven mot thang sau ngay cudi, toi Ién dudng di tu nghiép tai Vién Cao
Hoc vé cac Van dé Qudc gia va Qudc té cua dai hoc Pittsburgh, tiéu bang Pennsylvania.

Tai Vién Cao Hoc nay mét hom t6i tham du mot héi thao vé van dé Kinh té lugng
(econometrics) véi su tham gia cia mét s gido su' va chuyén gia kinh té trén thé gidi, trong
dd cb Gido su Jan Timbergen goc Hoa Lan. Sau do, vao ndam 1969 Gido su Timbergen dugc
giai thudng Nobel vé Khoa Hoc Kinh TE.

T6i rat vui dugc co hdi trao doi y kién véi Gido Su Timbergen trong budi hdi thao do, va sau
nay nghi lai dd la trudng hgp khién t6i chl y dén cac van dé kinh t€ vi mé va chanh sach
kinh t& cac qudc gia chdm tién can thdm dinh. Diéu ddc biét 1a nhd vay tdi hiéu dugc hai
y8u t6 cén ban cua kinh t€ lugng, Muc tiéu va Phuong tién, ma cac qudc gia can thdm dinh
va ap dung ding mic hau cd modt chanh sach phéat trién kinh t& hgp ly va thi hanh dugc.

Trén dudng vé x(r sau thai gian tu nghiép vao cudi thang Tam ndm 1967 toi tham gia mét
khoa huan luyén tai cho (on the job training) & Khu Bién Ché Xuat Cang (Export Processing
Zone) tai thanh phé Mayaguez, Puerto Rico.

Trd& vé nhiém sé cii tai TTKTKN vao gilra thang Chin ndm 1967 t6i quyét tam van dong anh
Téng Gidm Dd&c Diéu giao cho téi trdch nhiém hoach dinh k& hoach thiét I&p cdng trinh nay
cho qué huang.

Tuy nhién, vi dinh ménh hay may ~mé'n, t6i dudc tham gia va lam viéc trong Van Phong
Chuyén Vién ctia Téng Thdng Nguyén Van Thiéu sau khi dng ta tuyén thé nhdm chlrc Téng
Thong th(r nhat cia nén Dé nhi Cong hoa Viét Nam vao gilra thang MuGi nam 1967.

Tai Van phong nay, vdi tinh cach la chuyén vién nghién clru, t6i c6 co hdi ap dung nhitng
gi t6i da hoc hoi tai dai hoc Pittsburgh va gitp toan chuyén vién hoach dinh mé6t s6 chién
lugc va k& hoach kinh t&€ ma diém chanh yéu 1a gidm thiéu su thi€u cdng bang xa hdi va
kinh t€ trong xa hoi mién Nam thdi do. Muc tiéu nay sé dugc thanh tuu qua chanh sach
NguGi Cay C6 Rudng. Chanh sach nay, cung vdi chuang trinh Tang gia Nang suat Nong
nghiép va chanh sach Kinh t& Thj trudng, giip VNCH tién trién rat nhanh va xuc tién tich
cuc cdng cudc thi hanh chanh sach gidm thiéu su thiéu cong bang kinh t& xa hdi tai mién
Nam Viét Nam.
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Su nghiép va cong trinh phuc vu dat nudc cua téi tién theo mot con dudng khac khi toi
dugc dé cir lam Bi Thu Tong Thong sau bién c6 Tét Mau Than 1968 va sau dé lam Tong
Trudng Dan Van va Chiéu Hoi trong NOi Cac. Vi hai trach nhiém nay téi danh rdi han 1anh
vuc k¥ su’ va phat trién qudc gia.

Tuy nhién, vdi tu cach Bi Thu Téng Thong va sau dé thanh vién cla Noi Cac, tdi van tiép

tuc ¢6 v va ddi khi ch xudng viéc thi hanh nhitng chanh sach phat trién kinh t& va néng
nghiép ma tdi ¢ cd hdi hoach dinh tai V&n Phong Chuyén Vién cua Téng Théng.

Sau nay tai Hoa Ky trong mdy chirc vu chi huy tai ba dai cong ty Hoa Ky, va ngay ca sau
khi vé huu va thanh 13p va quan tri cong ty riéng, téi van ap dung nhirng gi t6i hoc dudc tai
dai hoc Pittsburgh nam 1967.

Co hdi d6i di va nhirng Igi ich toi dat dugc tir dé khéng thé nao thanh tuu dugc néu dan
anh Khuang Hitu Diéu khdng cho tdi ca hdi hoan toan thay ddi su’ nghiép va cudc séng cla
toi.

Hoang Bdc Nha

D. C6 HOANG HUYEN, Saigon Technical University

IDB ngay thang ci
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Anh Thu ai,

Nhan dip 6ng T6ng s&p xudt ban cudn hdi ky, trong d6 co nhiéu dé tai vé IDB nén t6i cling
mudén dong gop it hang vé nhu’ng ngay thang ém dém cua tui minh. Lic d6 tat ca déu méi
"ham" théi con rat tré, lam viéc dudi mai am IDB & s6 40 Nguyen Hué, Sai Gon. Dia diém
tru sd ngay trung tam Hon Ngoc Vién Dong that ndo nhiét va that ly tudng cho nhirng llc
tron s di chai.

Anh nhg khong?

Chi can bang qua dudng da c6 tiém kem Mai Huong, Passage Tax. Nhac dén Mai Herng lai
nhg dén anh Thai Vinh Khiém da Igi dung sy’ ngd nghéch cla toi dé du ca do va duong
nhién ké ch|en bai la toi da chay tli vdi nhitng chau kem Mai Hudng cho ca phong, trong
d6 c6 anh Khau Van Vién, BUi Viét Long, chac hai anh chua quen? Sau lung Nguyén Hué la
Tu Do vdi nhitng hang ban vai nhap cang Tan Cugng v.v... ma hai chi em Hoang+Loan van
hay xet xet ra vo trong 8 giG vang ngoc.

ROi di vai block dudng da dén khu Chg Cli véi nhidu tiém 3n ndi tiéng hdp dan nhu tiém
chdo c& géc Ham Nghi & Ton That Pam gan Tong Nha Ngan Khg, khong nhd tén gi, chao
chua tiém nao ngon han. Gan gan khu Chg Cii co Chi Tai va Tai Nam. Tiém an goc Cong Ly
va Ham Nghi la Thién Nam ban 2 thir Tau vé; Tay. Bén VG Di Nguy co tiém Le Mekong. budng
Ty Do c6 Brodard, Givral, La Pagode ... DGi dién rap Rex bén phia Eden c6 ba Bac Ky ban
bun 6c cling thudc vao hang dé nhat. An paté chaud c6 Pham Thj TruGc hay Givral. Lé Lgi
co Pole Nord, tiém kem Bach Dang, nha hang Thanh Thé. Thanh Bach trén Lé Lgi cé mon
bin sudng dé nhit. Com Viét Nam c6 Ba Ca Poi. Nhay dam qua Bdng Lai hay Olympia. An
mi chién don qua Ph6 Duc Chinh trudc nha Chu Hoa. Hém phia sau rap Casino Sai Gon ban
toan moén Bac. Roi con pha I3u va nudc mia Vién Dong & Pasteur nita.

Nguy qud!!! Vi tdm hdn 3n ubng cao do toi d3 di lac qué xa. Phai trg vé théi.

Cau chuyén tdi sép ké xay ra d3 hon 40 nm ma tdi thi s3p budc vao Ia tui "that thap cd
lai hy", chac chan "bd nhd" cling truc trdc nhiéu réi mong anh vui long stra dum néu anh
thé“y chi tiét nao sai. SG di t6i nhd anh vi "nhan chu‘ng vu Vviéc nay chi con anh théi. That
ra cau chuyén nay la mot ky niém "khong dep may vdi IDB, ding ra v&i dng Téng Giam
Pdc cla tui minh, ma mdi [an nghi lai tdi van con qué qué day.

Anh nhég khéng ?

CH 18 vao khoang cudi ndm 1974 6ng Tong lam tiéc T4t Nién tai tu gia & duding Ky Pong cho
toan thé nhan vién IDB. Néu tdi nhd khdng [am hinh nhu d6 13 budi hop mat khéng nhiing
dau tién ma la duy nhéat va cling la cudi cung cta toan thé nhan vién IDB. Phai khdng anh?
O VN thdi do rat hiém nhing bifa tiéc cho t&t ca nhan vién. Phan nhiéu tiéc ting chi danh
cho cac 6ng "nhén" théi. Nhung ndm doé ngoai 1€ c6 di cd "nhén" 13n "nhd" nén that dong
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va vui.

Xém nha la cta minh ¢ anh Tran Binh Minh, anh, Bong va t6i chum nhum vao mét géc hoi
khut d€ dé bé thao ting. T6i nhéd hdm dé cb ca rugu nira. Ma méy dng thi rugu vao I5i
ra 6n ao vui hon Tét, khéng con nghiém nghi, mat khd dam dam nhu lGc ng6i sau "ban
giay.”

Sau vai chau rugu hinh nhu ai ciing trd lai tudi tho nghich nggm, pha phéach. Anh Minh bdng
dung ndi tinh rdn mat da thach toi:

- Nay ba, ba dam chém trdi budi nay vé khéng? Mai dem v6 sd minh an.
- Dam sao khong dam.

Bong va t6i, hai d(ra tuy tinh tinh khéc han nhau, Béng chitng chac, dam thdm bao nhiéu
thi t6i bOp chOp quady pha bay nhiéu nhung hai dra toi lai 1a cdp bai trung rat than thiét, di
dau cling coé d6i. Hom do6 ching t6i ngbi canh nhau nhung anh Minh "biét nhin ngudi" da
chon t&i ma khéng chon Béng dé thach thrc.

Da 18 16n tiéng lam tang "Dam sao khdng dam" cho nén tuy ngoai mat hung hd con trong
bung thi danh 16 t6, t6i van phai run nhu cay sdy, 1am lét, vung vé cd gang hoan thanh sir
mang. Ngay hdm sau hoan hon mdi thdy sao minh to dau ma dai thé. Hao thang I3 bi bat
gdp qua tang thi ... 6i trgi ... khong dam nghi tiép.

Tuy ngay dé 1a chuyén "chdi dai" nhung gi& nghi dén lai thanh ky niém vui vui va dé thuong.
Llc do tui minh that "hon nhién.” Phai khong anh?

Chuyén "dao chich" tudng chirng méi day vay ma da qua hon 40 ndm, da trg thanh ky niém
tuy that xa vai nhung khé quén d&€ moi khi nhd lai van con tum tim cudi va nudi tiéc.

Chung minh bSn dira thi anh Minh va Béng da ra ngudi thién c6. Xom nha 13 cua minh chi
con anh va t6i ma lai nghin trung xa cach. Cac IDBers khac ciing tan mac khap 4 hay 5
chau,toi khong ré chau Phi cé ai khong,nén cling it co dip tu hop déng du dé han huyén.

Ciing may man 13 tai vung Vinh California, con chim dau dan dinh cu & d6 cung vGi mot s6
dong cac chim IDB khac, nén hang nam van c6 nhitng cudc hop mat Idn, nho hau hét cling
tai tu gia cua ong Tong @ San Francisco dé nhic nha chuyen Xua, ban tinh chuyén tuong
lai. V& tit ca cac budi hop mat déu cd tac dung sudi am long ngudi cho mét thai da qua,
mot thdi d€ nhé.

Mong anh bd tdc gitip t8i nhé. Cam dn anh trudc.
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E. John Pham Tién Nam, Phu Tho Technical University
Asian Institute of Technology, (AIT) Thailand

Anh Nam bén trai Anh Nam dung gida hinh

2013. Chuyén Xua Nay Méi Ké
1. BUGI HOP SANG THU BA

Budi hop bao gi¢ cling bt dau tir rat sém. Néu ai di tré han 7 g, s& khong dugc vao tham
du budi hop vao sang th Ba hang tuan. Day la budi hop do Ong Téng Gidm Déc Khuang
Hiru Piéu khdi xuéng va giao cho cac chuyén vién clia ngan hang ludn phién trinh bay vé
nhitng dé tai do chinh ho chon Iya. Chinh vi vay nhitng dé tai rat phong phu va bao ham
nhiéu 13nh vuc. Trong cac bubi hop nay méc dau nhitng chuyén vién da nghién cltu hon
mot thang va rat ky luGng cac dé tai trudc khi dem ra trinh bay nhung ai cling e ngai nhat
la phan két ludn ctia Ong Gidm DGSc vao cudi budi hop.

Dbiéu dang ngac nhién la trong phan két luan, bao giG 6ng TGP ciing vach ra dugc nhiing
mat trai, mat phai va nhirng sai Iéch vé ly luan trong Ianh vuc cac chuyén vién dé trinh bay
ma ai cling biét la 6ng chua hé xem trudc. Giong noi cua 6ng khi do rat I16n khién ai cling
nghi rdng do 13 I3i khién trach, nhung toi lai khdng nghi nhu thé. Néu minh trinh bay van
dé nao dé ma lai cd ngudi néu Ién mat trdi, phai hay nhirng sai Iéch vé& quan diém thi dd Ia
mén qua qui ch khdng la 18i khién trach.

Chinh vi hiéu muc dich cac budi hop clia dng TGD ma khi dén phién minh, tdi d& chon dé
tai “Tim ki€ém va khai thac dau héa” va da dugc cir toa cham chu theo doi. Tuy dé tai rat
rong nhung t6i da tom tat va nhat la tirng chuong muc déu dugc trinh bay trén bang bang
hinh v& va cac gadi y chinh diéu minh dang ndi, nhat la dung nhiéu hinh anh d&€ minh ching.

Sau phan trinh bay cta t6i khoang 20 phut la cac cau héi cla cac chuyén vién nhung lan nay
khong co cau hoi ciia ban Nguyen Birc Cao, mot ngudi ban rat hay dat cadu hoi sau cac phan
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trinh bay, va déc biét 6ng TGD cling chi nhe gt dau tan thudng ma thdi. Sau nay khi dugc bd
nhiém lam trudng cdng trudng xdy dung tru s téi mdi hiéu gid tri cla ‘céi nhe gat dau’ nay.

2. DPOAN TIN DUNG B
T6i vao Ngan Hang tir khoang thang 9-1973 va dugc dua vao Poan Tin Dung B d€ gilp

doan dinh gid phan xdy dung cia nhitng nha may dé cho Ngan Hang co thé can clr vao day
cho vay tin dung von 18i sudt uu d&i nhiéu dé€ phat trién kj nghé nudc nha.

Ban dau thi toi lam cho Poan Tin Dung B, nhung roi cac Giam Ddc clia cac doan khac ciing
¢ nhu cau nén sau doé chang toi phai lap nén mot bang dan gia tiéu biéu cho cac Giam Doc
Tin Dung lam can c(r dé dinh gia tai san c6 dinh dé vay von.

3. DAU VET XUA - VET BA TRAU

O day toi cling xin nhac lai vé bai hoc can chinh xac, chic chan va cu thé trong cdng viéc
cla 6ng TGD ma day chinh la dong luc cho toi lam viéc sau nay :

Nhd lai khoang thang 9-1972, khi toi con lam & DBoan Tin Dung B dudc anh Minh cl di nha
may nudc da dé& danh gia tai san c6 dinh cia mét nha may & Pién Ban — tinh Quang Nam,
cach ba Nang khoang 19 km. Khi ra d¢, t6i dugc anh Tran Manh Hiép, Giam Bdc chi nhanh
Ngan Hang & Ba Nang ra ti€p don va sau do t6i cd6 dé nghi sang mai anh Hiép cung t6i di
thdm nha may nudc da & bién Ban. Tuy nhién anh Hiép tur chdi vi ban viéc gia dinh va anh
s€ cho tai x€ 1ai xe dua toi di Dién Ban.

Sang sém toi gdp anh tai x€, anh cling ndi dang ban viéc gia dinh nén khong di dugc. Toi
ngac nhién hai:

- Ua ! Anh sg ha ? C6 toi di vdi anh con sg gi ?

Cudi cung thi anh tai x€ cling chd t6i di. bi dugc 8 km, thi gap mot mé dat do ‘phia bén kia’
lam d€ chdn dudng. Anh tai xé& noi :

- Anh Nam ¢i, chan dudng r6i khong di dugc.

TOi ndi :

- Anh cf né sang bén mé6 dat theo vét 16p xe trudc ma di.

Thay toi cuong quyét nén bac tai xam minh lai xe nhanh qua mé dat, chi vai cay s6 la da
dén nha may nudc da. Toi cling dugc 6ng Giam DBoc nha may nudc da ti€p don va trinh bay
ho sd xay dung cung ban du toan xay dung. Sau khi xem xong, t6i thdy da day du cac tai
liéu nhu da trinh bay trong ho sa dé trinh va chic mirng 6ng cht nha may nudc da la téi sé
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phuc trinh 1én cap trén Ngan Hang dong y tai trg ddng s6 vGn 6ng can cho nha may, can
cU vao phan tai san c6 dinh.

Sau d6 trudce khi ra vé, tdi mdi dng chu nha may nudc da ra trudc cdng chup hinh dé€ lam
bang chirng v3i ngan hang la t6i dd dén tan nai lam viéc. Nhung khi toi kéo 6ng ra gan cong
nha may dé chup hinh thay 6ng cé vé e ngai, toi néi :

- Anh lam viéc that va moi diéu la su that, t6i da xac nhan thi anh con ngai gi ?

Chan chir mét Itc dng ciing phai ra ding vai téi d&€ chup hinh. Lic drng chuén bi chup hinh,
toi lo né trdnh may vét b3 trau ma may ngudi dan qué thudng hay nhé blra bai. Sau khi
chup hinh xong, chiing toi Ién xe ra vé. Trén dudng di da thng thoang vi khong con u dat
nira. Khi xe chay qua vi tri mo dat khoang vai cay so thi anh tai x€ méi ma I5i vdi toi :

- Anh c6 biét Iy do tai sao 6ng Giam Ddc khdng ddm chup hinh vdi anh trudc cdng nha may
khong ? Nhirng ‘vét ba trau’ ma anh ndi doé that ra la vé&t mau nhitng nan nhan ctia mot ban
an mdi dudc thi hanh sang nay chua kip got rira !

T6i nh&c lai chuyén trén dé trong mdt ddi phat ching ta nhé lai du tich dau thuong cla
mot cudc chién tranh khoc liét da qua.

4. XAY DUNG TRU SO NGAN HANG TRONG CHIEN TRANH

Khoang gilta ndm 1974 thi t6i nhan dugc quyét dinh cia Ngan Hang lam Trudng cong
truGng xay dung tru s@ chinh cla Ngén Hang & s6 4 Thai Lap Thanh va diéu t6i ngac nhién
la trong quyét dinh lai xép chuyen vién mdi nay vGi ngach trat tuong du‘dng vGi Chanh Su
Vu. O Viét Nam Itc 8y & tudi 27 (1974) chic cling cd it ngu’dl dugc nhu vay. Vay pha| chang
day la mén qua 6ng TGD khen thudng cho phong cach va ndi dung trinh bay van dé trong
bubi hop hang tuan khi tbi con lam & Doan Tin Dung B ?

5. NHOUNG CAU HOI TGC DO CUA KY SU HOA TIEN MIT

Tac phong lam viéc nghiém minh cGa dng TGP, dudc thé hién va gay &n tugng trong cac
budi hop giao ban hang tuan trong viéc xay dung tru s chinh cia Ngén Hang vi du nhu
sau:

Mot hém, nhu thudng 1€, 6ng TGD ra cong trudng la ghé van phong cong trinh gdp t6i va
chi chao tdi mét tiéng. Sau do dng di rat nhanh vé phia hang rao. T4t nhién, d& hiéu phong
cach lam viéc cua ong, nén khong dgi ong yéu cau, t6i di theo sat 6ng chi cach 2 budc. Khi
dén hang rao cbng trinh, éng hoi :

- Cdi hang rao nay hoan chinh bao lau r6i ?

594



Ch.24 - Nhirng M&u Chuyén Vui Budn Cla Nhém“Ga Noi”

- Néu bén kia ném d6 sang thi cai hang rao nay chiu dugc sirc tai bao nhiéu ?
- Chu vi hang rao bao nhiéu mét ?
- Khi nao hang rao nay da hoan tat ? v.v...

Va toi phai tra I8i that nhanh nhitng cau héi cia 6ng. Sau dd 6ng lai budc that nhanh quan
sat gian may dang déng cur va lai hai lién tuc :

- Pa dong dugc bao nhiéu cur ?

- Pdéng tUr bao gid ? Bao gid xong ?

- MOt ngay dong dudc bao nhiéu cai ?

- MGt cai déng trong thdi gian bao lau ? v.v...

Ong dua ra nhu’ng cau hoi néu trén vai toc do rat nhanh va t6i phai tra IGi ngay lap turc.
Ong sé cdn ¢ vao ciu tra I8i sau dé cd thé kiém cerng cau tra I3 trude. Hoi xong, 6ng
quay lung di vé van phong tru s va hoan toan khong ndi gi thém nira. DuGng nhu tam tri
ong Iic d6 hoan toan chi danh cho cong viéc ma théi. Thai do doé doi vdi toi cling la mét bai
hoc, nhat la cach dat nhirng cau hai.

Ong quay budc trd vé van phong chinh that nhanh va tat nhién toi theo 6ng sat gét ra dén
tan cdng cdng trudng dé chd cu hdi ‘tc do’ khac !

6. CHINH XAC VA KHOA HOC

Hai kién trdc su’ ndi ti€éng nhét thai dé la dng Huynh Kim Mang va éng Lé Van Ldm. Hai 6ng
dugc 6ng TGP giao phd phu trach thiét k€ Tru S8 Ngan Hang. Trong cac budi hop hang
tudn vai hai kién tric su, 6ng Téng Gidm Déc lubn yéu cau ho phai néu ra that rd rang cac
ddc tinh k¥ thuat cta nhiing vat liéu dua ra. Vi du khi ndi dén mau sdc cta kinh thi khong
dudc ndi ma ho la mau ndu dam, nau canh kién hay nau do... ma phai kém ma s6 mau va
cong nghé dé tao nén loai kinh do

8. LAU GIO

Mot lan khac, kién trdc su Hung va kién tric su’ Mang co thiét k€ mot cai lau gié va ong
TGD cd hoi hai anh :

- C6 s¢ mua tat khong ?

- Da, bao dam khong tat.
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- Anh lay gi bao dam nd khong tat mua ?

Hai anh kia khong tra IGi dugc, 6ng chi sang t6i :

- Anh vé nghién cru xem né co bi tat mua khong ?

Ban d4u t6i chung hirng vé 1énh ndy nhung van phai tim cach chirng minh dugc diéu do.

Theo thiét k€, lau gid quay vé hudng Nam nén khi md nién giam thong ké t6i thay lugng
mua hang nam tu hudng Nam it nhat, lugng mua it nhat, toc d6 gidé cling cham nhat. Sau
khi két hgp s6 théng ké va cac cong thirc tinh luc ddy ngang cla gid trén giot nudc mua.
Toi cling hoan thanh ban tinh véi bao cao la hang nam chi c6 10 % mua tat qua 3 m.

Sau khi xem xong ban bdo cao, 6ng TGD cugi va ndi véi cac kién truc su :

- Cac anh bao dam mua khong tat tuy khéng c6 bang chirng nhung dang. T6i dong y duyét
thiét keé.

9. CONG BANG

Trong thdi gian lam viéc, tdi nhan thay dng TGP cling c6 cung chung quan diém vdi tdi vé
su cong bang, khéng mudn ai phai thiét thoi.

Khi t6i xét ho sd dau thau mét hang muc nho cla tru s@, dé la hang rao. Toi thay nha thau
Pham van Hoan da bd gia thap han 20% so vdi gia nha thau thap nhat. V& nguyén tac thi
nha thau Pham vdn Hoan da trdng thau. Tuy nhién vé sau sg 6ng khong lam t6t vi thi€u
v6n nén tdi d& mai 6ng dén dé hdi tham tai sao dng cho gia thap nhu vay. Ong ta tra I5i vi
&ng ¢ kho sét ton dong lai nén can cd cdng trinh d€ dua s sdt dé sir dung vao céng trinh
dé I3y lai von. TGi biét thdi diém dé nhiéu nha thau cling & trong trudng hgp tucng tu’ nhung
tdi van yéu cau 6ng cho dia chi nha kho. Tdi bat ng& dén dia chi nay va sau khi ki€m chiing,
xac nhan 6ng Hodn dung la chl kho, tdi kiém tra lai cht lugng sét, xem du toan va ting
gia sat |én theo dlng gid thi trudng va dé nghi Ngan Hang duyét cho 6ng Hoan mot gia cao
hon, tuy van I3 gia thap nhat trong cudc dau thau. Didu [am ti ngac nhién 13 dé nghi cla
tdi da dugc Ban Téng Giam D&c chap thudn va duyét ngay ma khdng dét van dé gi khac.

10. “SAO KHONG KEU TUI RA COI VOTI ?”

Trong thdi gian lam viéc & cong trudng thi ching t6i co su hgp tac cua ky su’ Ngo Birc Chién
va kién trdc su Quach Van Ha, 6ng TGD ciing thudng ra kiém tra cdng trinh xay dung. Mot
hém dang luc 3 ngudi dang chdi dau xem cubn playboy thi bat thinh linh 6ng TGD xuat hién
khi€n ching t6i khong kip cat gidu cudn sach dang nam 16 lieu trén ban. Thdy vay 6ng TGD
dap tay |én ban cai ‘ram’ va I8n ti€ng noi :
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- LOi th( nhat 13 gis lam viéc ma céc anh lai mg sach ra coi cai nay, cac anh c6 nhg day la
gid lam viéc khong ? LOi th(r hai la khéng kéu tui ra coi vdi !!!

NNININININININI NI NI N

Chuyén xay ra nhu thé thuc u ? Ban tinh 6ng TGD ai cling biét la hét sirc nghiém chinh ! Vé
sau, vao thang 10 - 2013 tdi ¢ dip sang My gap 6ng trong mét budi tiéc mirng sinh nhat
th(r 83 cta dng. Nghe tdi k€ lai chuyén nay, trudc tién dng cuu TGP ngén ngudi ngac nhién,
dudng nhu 6ng dang cd nhd lai xem cé dung nhu vay khéng; con nhitng ngugi khac von
rat kinh trong ong va bi€t 6ng nghiém chinh nén vira nghe chuyén xong toé vé ‘hét hon.’

A, thi ra day chi 13 chuyén khoi hai dé giai tri sau nhitng gid lam viéc cing thang... do Nam
‘sang tac.’

F. NGUYEN PUC CUONG, MIT

Vai chuyén tam tinh vdi Anh Khuong Hifu Piéu

Chuyén 1 : Tai sao chang ta phai lam viéc trong béng téi, va 16i nu'éc ngap téi
mat ca néu di nga sau.

Toi gia nhap gia dinh Trung Tam Khuéch Truong Ky Nghe (IDC) khoang thang 7 nam 1965,
bén thang sau khi quan doi My do bo vao ba Nang Ong X€ép truc ti€p cua toi luc doé la Bac
Lang, Chanh su vu S& Nang Suét. Ong xép I6n 1a Téng Gidm D¢ Khuong Hitu Didu, c6 khi
ching toi goi la 6ng TrGi. Ngudi Phap kéu 6ng la Monsieur Dieu, dich ra tiéng Viét la 6ng
Trai.
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Nhung, van dé cla t6i Iic dé khdng phai la dng Trdi, hodc 1a phai tham du nhirng budi hop
hang tuan vdi 6ng Trdi cling vdi cac anh em ky su’ khac. Van dé rac réi cua toi luc do la tai
sao ching ta chdp nhan lam viéc trong bong téi mdy ti€ng mot ngay, va néu vao nga sau
cta IDC thi phai I6i nuGc cao t8i mat ca chan, moi khi trdi mua I6n. Tai sao?

Sau khi diéu tra, toi dugc cho biét Itc do nang suat cua nha may dién Sai Gon kh6ng du xai
cho ca thanh phd nén chinh phu phai cé bién phap cup dién luan chuyén mot ngay may
tiéng. T6i cd ban chuyén vdi anh To Ngoc S, va anh Nguyen DPang Khdi dé xem c6 glal
phap nao khong Toi dugc biét 6ng xep I6n da ndi chuyén véi 6ng Phat, xép 16n § Nha may
dién roi. Mot vai tuan 18 trdi qua, clp dién van xay ra nhu thudng I&.

Toi khong nhd trong dip nao ma toi lam quen dudc vdi mot ky su' ngudi My dang lam cho
US Corps of Engineers. Luc d6 quan d6i My dang nhap cang vao Viét Nam du loai may mdc
dung cu quén su dé trang bi cho cac trai quan su’ dang dudc thiét 1ap cap tSc trén toan
qudc. Trong s6 cac dung cu quan su quan déi My dem theo cd rat nhiéu may phat dién du
8, tir 15 kW tdi 60 kW. Ngudi ban My ndy cho biét ho ¢ thé cho IDC mugn mdt may phat
dién 15 kW vdi ly do 1a mdt co quan chinh phtl quan trong nhu IDC cén c6 dién lién tuc dé
¢ thé hoat ddng hiru hiéu. T6i déng y kién trén nén ban véi anh Khdi 1am thé& nao chuyén
chd may phat dién vé tru sd IDC. NOi chiéu hdm dé may phat dién bat dau cung cap dién
cho IDC. Tuy nhién, ching t6i quén mét chi tiét Ia cin chdm dau thudng xuyén dé€ cho may
chay, néu khong thi phai trd lai giai doan lam viéc trong bdng tbi nhu trudc.

DGi véi van dé phai 16i nudc dé vao clra sau thi chiing tdi dugc biét Iic dé IDC dang & trong
giai doan khuéch trudng tru s& can xay thém mot day van phong 3 [au & dang sau. Nha
thau dang & trong giai doan dao mong, cho nén kho tranh khéi 16i nuc sau mot tran mua
I6n khi di qua clra sau cta IDC. Van dé da dugc tu gidi quyét khi mua khd bat dau. Muu su
tai Nhan, thanh su tai Thién la nhu vay.

Chuyén 2: Ngay mai ¢i... ngay mai di... mat tréi sé moc...

Bai hat “Ngay mai...” do Barbara Streisand hat la mét trong nhitng bai hat toi rat ua thich,
nhat la cadu chot khd cd ai ¢ thé hat han dugc. Khong cd gi ngac nhién ma bai hat dé dugc
ddng s6 1 trong nam 1978.

Khi toi gia nhap IDC, t6i nghi la t6i sé& lam viéc lau dai vGi IDC, va tudng lai cla toi sé gdn
lién v6i tuang lai cia IDC. Ngay mai la mot quan niém qué ngédn ngui d6i vdi t6i, khong c6
cho trong chuang trinh tinh toan dai han cuda toi.

BGn muci ndm sau, t6i m&i nhan thay la nhitng suy tu 1au dai cta téi khdng ding cho Iam.
Ngay mai di, ngdy mai di, trd thanh Ong Mai di, Ong Mai Gi...

Thét vy, 40 ndm sau, nhan dip cac anh chi em IDB gdp mat tai nha anh Diéu & San Fran-
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cisco, anh Diéu cho tdi biét [a nhd anh Didu Iam mai ma téi méi 18y dugc vg. Ong bd vg toi
cd quen biét vdi anh Diéu trong thdi gian anh Diéu hoc & bén My. Sau khi chiing téi thdng
bao cho gia dinh hai bén la chung téi da quyét dinh di t&i hdn nhan, 6ng bd vg tudng lai
muén dudc yén tdm nén hai y kién anh Diéu vé tdi khi dugc biét tdi da lam viéc véi anh
Di€u mot thai gian.

Luc d6 ngudi vg tuang lai cua toi dang lam viéc 8 New York v8i hang may bay Pan American.
Trd vé Viét Nam trong hoan canh chién tranh cia ndm M&u Than 1968 dé I&p gia dinh Vi
mot ngudi ndi giong Bac, va sap stra bi goi ddng vién 1a mdt hy sinh dang ké. Anh Diéu cho
bi€t do anh tra IGi dng b8 vg tuang lai mét cach thuan Igi nén téi mdi ldy dugc vg. Ching
t6i lam lé cuGi trong tan cong dot hai cia ndm Mau Than, cho nén phai luon luén dé cao
canh gic trudng hgp hda tién SAM rét vao dau.

Anh DPiéu luén nhac lai 1a nhd anh lam mai nén tdi méi 18y dudgc vg. C6 IUc téi tu hoi néu lic
do anh Diéu tra 18 khéng thuén Igi thi chuyén hén nhan cla chidng toi sé ra sao.

Theo phong tuc trong Nam, 6ng Mai luon dugc dai heo quay. Nhung trong trudng hgp cla
chung t6i thi ngugc lai, 6ng Mai nay ludn ludn dai chung toi heo quay mai khi gap mat tai
nha 6ng Mai, dac biét nam nay. Ong Mai di... Ong Mai di...

Chuyén 3 : Lam viéc dugc mot nam...

T6i 1am Ky Su Dy An tai IDC dugc mot ndm thi mot bién cd xdy ra da hoan toan thay doi
cudc ddi téi. Cling 1a do anh Diéu ma ra.

Anh Piéu luc dé dugc bb nhiém vao chirc Phu T4 Thuong Mai tai B6 Kinh T€ dudi quyén
6ng Tong Uy Vién Kinh T& Tai Chanh Au Trudng Thanh. Anh Diéu cdn mot s§ chuyén vién
|én BO gilp viéc. Ba ky su dugc biét phai sang B Kinh Té la Hoang Bdc Nha, Tran Van Khdi
va toi.

Toi quyét dinh rdi bd nghé Ky Su' Du An, va dén chao nghé Kinh T&, mdc dau Iic dé toi
cling khéng rd nghé Kinh T€ & trén B la nghé gi.

NGi tom lai, tuong lai cla téi tai IDC chdm dit sau mét nam lam viéc, nhung mai lién hé
gilra t6i va anh Diéu va IDC, sau nay la IDB — t{fc Ngan Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé van tiép
tuc cho t&i ngay nay, hdn mot nira thé ky sau.

Téng Uy Vién KTTC Au Tru®ng Thanh tai chitc dugc 10 thang, va anh Diéu trd vé lam viéc
tai IDC. Toi van ti€p tuc dugc biét phai lam chuyén vién tai Bo Kinh T€, Iic nay dudi quyén
ong TUV KTTC Truang Thai Ton. Trong giai doan nay Bo KT can giao thié€p rat nhiéu vdi co
quan Vién Trg My vi vién trg My dang gia téng dang k€.

Ong Trudng Théi Ton gui toi di du mot khda hop do Lién Hiép Qudc td chirc tai New Delhi
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thang giéng ndm 1968. Bi€n c6 Tét Mau Than xay ra, toi bi ket lai 8 New Delhi 3 thang.
Khoang 10 thang sau thi 6ng Au Ngoc Ho thay thé 6ng Truong Thai Ton, va 10 thang sau
do 6ng Pham Kim Ngoc thay thé 6ng Au Ngoc Ho.

T6i van dugc anh Diéu biét phai sang BO KT, va IDC van tiép tuc trd lucng biét phai cho toi
cho t&i nam 1971. IDC con cap cho t6i mot can phd & Cu Xa Xom Lo Heo, canh can phd cla
anh L&m HG. Toi & tai cu’ xa ndy cho t6i khi anh Ha Xuén Trtrng, lic d6 1am Téng Trudng
Tai Chanh, cap cho t6i mot can phé tai Cu Xa Doan Thi D|ém nam 1971. Cung & trong cw
X3 nay c6 anh Vi Binh Thinh, Trinh Quang Binh, va Nguyé&n Hai Binh. Ching toi ngay nay
van con gilt lién lac, van g&p nhau dé cling nhau &n phd, sau bao nhiéu thay déi ciia cudc
dai.

Théat khéng dé mot ndm lam viéc véi anh Diéu, 6ng Mai clia tbi, d3 trd thanh mot mai lién
lac chdt ché, trai dai trén 50 nam, k€ tir ngay gdp V& viéc lam trong thdng 7 ndm 1965.
Ngay nay, ching tdi van thudng gép nhau tai nha anh Biéu & San Francisco d€ cling chia
sé nhitng bira cam thinh soan, c6 heo quay, cé b6 cau quay, co ly rugu ngon, hoa véi nhirng
tiéng ndi sang sang cuia anh Diéu, va nhitng tiéng cudi ron ra...

Nguyén Puc Cuong
San Jose, ngay 9 thang 3 nam 2016.

G. Lé Trong Muu, Colorado State University

Théng 11, 2015

Ky Su Du An

Sau khi gia nhap Trung Tam Khuéch Trudng Ky Nghé, cling nhu nhirng ban khac, t6i dugc
chi dinh 1am K§ Su Du An (Project Engineer). Danh tif ndy hoan toan xa la vdi toi. Khi di
hoc t6i chi biét c6 cac nganh ky su Cong Chanh, Cong Nghé, Dién, Hda Hoc nhung chua
bao gi¢ dugc nghe dén Ky Su Du An.
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Nhitng du 4n & Viét Nam trong giai doan méi phat trién tuang d6i nhé va cdn ban, nén moi
khi nghién c(ru tinh cach kha thi cta du an (feasibility study) thudng chi cd mét ngudi phu
trdch tir dau dén cubi. Nhitng yéu t& chinh cta du &n 13 nghién clru thi trudng, thdm dinh
ky thuat, phac hoa quy trinh san xuat, udc tinh vn dau tu, tinh gia thanh cuda san pham,
udc lugng 18i 16 va du dodn thdi gian dé thu hdi lai vén déu tu.

Khi hoc nganh k¥ su’ dién, t6i hoan toan chud trong dén nhitng khia canh ky thuat va say mé
tim hi€u nhitng khdm pha k¥ thut méi mé. Dén khi lam viéc tai Trung Tdm Khuéch Trucong
Ky Nghé va Ngan Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé, thdy nhitng du an khéng cé nhitng thach dé
vé ky thuat tan ky nhu lic hoc & dai hoc nén toi cling hdi ngac nhién nhung dan dan ciing
thich ('ng. Day la mdt thi€u sét cla t6i, khéng dugc chudn bi dé€ chuyén tiép tir mdi trudng
dai hoc ly thuyét sang tinh trang thuc té€ cta ky nghé, nhat la ky nghé phéi thai cla Viét
Nam trong giai doan md&i bat dau phat trién.

N3am 1967 American Management Association g&i ba chuyén vién sang giup Ngan Hang Phat
Trién Ky Nghé huén luyén quan tri. T6i theo hoc va phu gilip dng Henry Winter vé Quan Tri
Nhan Vién. Lic hoc ky su dién, toi chi chu trong vao nhiing khia canh ky thuat, nén téi thay
Quan Tri Nhan Vién ciing khong co6 gi hap dan. Nhung t6i khong ngd la hai nganh Ky Su' Dy
An va Quan Tri Nhan Vién ma IUc dau t6i khong thich lai l1a nhitng yéu t6 can ban gilp toi
thanh cong sau nay.

Nam 1975 toi gia nhap cong ty M. W. Kellogg; day la cdng ty chuyén vé nhitng du an ky
thuat chr khdng phai la cong ty Kellogg san xuat cereal. M. W. Kellogg da phu trach du an
san xudt nudc nang (heavy water) d€ giip My ché tao bom nguyén tir trong D& Nhj Thé
Chién. Nhin nhitng kinh nghiém cua toi tai Viét Nam khéng an nhap gi dén ky nghé ctia My,
ho cho toi lam K¥ Su Cao Gidy, ay quén Ky Su' Hanh Chanh (Administration Engineer). Lai
thém mot nganh ki su’ mdi ma toi chua nghe bao gid.

Nam 1976 M. W. Kellogg ky mot hgp dong thuc hién du an hoa Iéng khi dot (liquefied
natural gas) cho Algeria, tri gia gan mot ti dollars. Phan design basis trong contract technical
annex Vi€t bang chir Phap ma rét it nguGi My biét ti€ng Phap. Bob Wright, mot trong bon
project engineers cta du an nhd tdi dich design basis sang tiéng Anh dé& cac ky su’ cd thé
bat dau lam viéc.

Vi Algeria chiu anh hudng ctia Phap nén hgp déng bat budc phai design hydraulics theo luat
Phap co tir thoi Napoleon. M. W. Kellogg truy cap khap ngi ma khong kiém ra lugt nay. Toi
lién lac véi Binh, em nha t6i la gido su dai hoc tai Lyon va Binh ki€m dugc cho t6i b0 luat
nay day trén 200 trang. Bob Wright mirng qua dé nghi vd&i cong ty cho toi lam project
engineer, nhung M. W. Kellogg la mot cong ty bao thi, mudn lam project engineer phai c6
khoang 20 nam kinh nghiém do d6 tbi chi dugc lam Staff Engineer (lai mét danh tur ki su
mgi!). Hai nam sau thay t6i lam viéc duoc M. W. Kellogg cho toi lam project engineer. Khi
hoc trung hoc, t6i khdng thich Phap Van nén tiéng Phap cua t6i thudc loai an dong. Khdng
ngd sau nay tiéng Phap an dong lai m& dudng cho toi.
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Sau khi t6t nghiép MIT, Anh Diéu d& Iam viéc vai ndm tai New York véi mét cdng ty My rét
uy tin vé engineering. Khi vé Viét Nam Anh Pi€u dung kinh nghiém nay va d&t ra chic vu
Ky Su’ Dy An (Project Engineer) tai Trung Tam Khuéch Trugng Ky Nghé va Ngan Hang Phat
Trién Ky Nghé.

Sau khi hoc xong dai hoc tai My, t6i khdng dugc thurc tap tai kj nghé My, nhung may man
dugc hoc kinh nghiém khdi dau vé Ky Su Du An do Anh Diéu thiét lap tai Viét Nam. Sau khi
lam Project Engineer tai M. W. Kellogg, toi lan lugt dugc lam Engineering Manager, Project
Manager, Senior Project Manager va Program Director phu trach nhirng du’ an ky nghé qudc
t€ cho cac cong ty Exxon, Shell, Chevron, Total, Sonatrach, Yukong, Sinopec va Westlake.
Thém vao dé mon Quan Tri Nhan Vién ma t6i hoc dudc ctiia 6ng Winter tai Ngan Hang Phat
Trién Ky Nghé va bang MBA nam 1979 da gilp tdi rat nhiéu trong viéc quan tri nhitng du
an vdi hang tram ky su’ cac nganh.

Ngoai ra mon hda hoc la mon t6i khong thich Iic & trung hoc, nhung tat ca nhitng du an
ma toi phu trach déu la hda chat: liquefied natural gas, ethylene, olefins, ammonia, urea,
v.v... PUng la ghét cla nao trdi trao cua dé. Con mon ky su dién ma t6i miét mai trong bon
nam dai hoc thi gan nhu khong bao gid t6i dung tdi. Bay giG kién thirc vé dién ma toi con
nhd la dién cé 2 day, va doi khi co 3 day.

RGi Xa Viét Nam

Tin tdc Ban Mé Thudt that thu vao thang Ba nam 1975 lam moi ngudi nan chi. Thém vao
dé tha d6 Nam Vang cua Cam BG6t roi vao tay cong san lam tinh hinh thém bi quan. Téi tim
cach lién lac véi vai ngudi ban Cam B6t trudc day cung hoc & Colorado nhung khong dugc.
Mdi ngdy lai thém nhiéu tin xau. Pleiku, Kontum, Hué&, Ba N3ng, Qui Nhan, Nha Trang Ian
lugt roi vao tay cong san.

Moi ngugi tim cach dé di khoi Viét Nam. M6t s& ngudi quen biét [an lugt 13ng 18ng ra di. Mot
vai cho cho hay Ia ho cé thé gitp t6i di, nhung réi cling khong c6 két qua cu thé. Quén cdng
san cang ngay cang tién dan vé Sai Gon. D& dé phong cdng san phéo kich, t6i lam mét ham
trd &n bang bao cat ngay trong phong khach. Anh Nguyén Bang Khéi va téi tiép tuc tim du
moi cach dé di khai Viét Nam. Vi chiing tdi 1a cdng chilic ma lai trong tudi ddng vién nén cd
thé bi bat néu rdi Viét Nam. Tin tffic cho biét mdt cuu tdng trudng bi gilr lai trén dudng di
tan.

Anh Khdi va toi dugc USAID va Toa Dai ST My hira la sé giup. Vi téi dang lam viéc tai Khu
Ché Xuat, USAID nghi la cd quan s€ dao dong néu t6i di sém nén ho bao toi dgi va ho sé
gilp toi sau. Ngay 28 thang Tu, Toa Dai S cho biét la ho sé dua gia dinh t6i di ngay hom
sau. Nhung t6i 28 phi truGng Tan Son Nhat bi cdng san phao kich nang né va khong con sur
dung dugc nita. Sang 29 thang Tu, dudng phd Sai Gon vang tanh vi gidi nghiém. Anh Khoi
va toi dén van phong Tuy Vién Thugng Mai clia Toa Dai SU. Van phong vang ldng, nhung
may man la chiing t6i con gap dugc 6ng Tuy Vién Thuong Mai va 6ng khuyén chiing t6i dén
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mot ngbi nha & dudng Poan Céng Blu. Anh Khdi va toi tré vé Cu' Xa NHPTKN dé ddn gia
dinh.

Budc vao dia diém & dudng DCB tdi choang vang, 1an dau tién téi nghi thé nay la méat nudc.
Khodng 50 ngudi dgi & nha nay toan 1a nhitng vién chlic cao cdp trong chinh pha: téng
trudng, thr trudng, tudng 18nh, nghi si, dan biéu. Vi tat ca cac yéu nhan & day, con ai la
ngudi diéu hanh chinh phu va quan do6i bao vé dat nuéc? T6i ndi chuyén vGi mot s6 ngudi
va dugc biét la Toa Dai SU hira sé gdi xe bus dén dén moi ngudi ra phi trudng ldc trua.

12 gi& trua khong thay dong tinh gi. 1 gid, tinh trang van vay. Lic 2 gi6 chiéu ching toi
nghe ti€ng may bay truc thdng bay ngang trén trdi di dén ngudi & nhiing dia di€ém khac. 3
gid chiéu van khong thay xe bus. Lic 4 gid Toa Dai SI goi va ndi la k& hoach di tan khdng
thanh va khuyén moi ngudi xuéng thuang cang Sai Gon tim phuadng tién dudng thuay.

Hai gia dinh chlng tdi Ién xe clia anh Khéi va di xuéng Kho N&m. Budng phd Sai Gon hon
loan, xe nha binh, xe dan su, xe gan may, xe dap chay t( tung. Ngudi di bd nga ngac khong
biét hudng nao. Clra vao Kho Nam khda chat nhung dugc linh gac ma ra cho mot xe Jeep
canh sat vao. Anh Khai lai xe theo sat xe canh sat, nhung bi linh gac déng sap ctra vao Kho
N3am va nén bang sing trén mui xe cia anh Khdi. T6i xubng xe nhé nhe nan ni vdi ngudi
linh va ndi trén xe c6 6ng Th Trudng va xin anh giup cho ching t6i vao. NguGi linh ngan
ngu nhu'ng sau cung cling md clra cho xe ching toi vao.

Tinh trang thugng cang Sai Gon nado loan, dong dao ngudi chen Ian ngugc xudi tim tau. Toi
v6 cung sg hdi, nhd lai canh hang ngan nguGi x6 day, day xéo 1én nhau ma chét & thuang
cang Da Nang thang trudc. bi vong vo mot héi ching tbi thdy mot xa lan dau bén bg. bay
a loai xa lan trudc day ding dé chd dan sang Cam B&t, xa lan cao han nha hai tang va bén
héng co treo nhitng thang leo bang day thirng. Gia dinh anh Khdi gém toan nhitng ngudi
I6n leo thang day Ién xa lan. T6i gilip hai chau bé Tina (4 tudi) va Louise (2 tudi) leo thang
day treo Ién xa lan. Ngay Iic d6 xa lan bat chgt tach rgi bén, nha t6i va me toi van con dirng
trén bd thudng cang. Toi nhu ngudi mat hon gilr hai chau nhd, khong biét lam gi. Anh Khoi
vOi nhay tlr xa lan xung bd dé gilp nha t6i va me ti. Nhung xa lan ti€p tuc rdi bén, dé lai
anh Khoi, nha toi va me t6i trén bg. O trén xa lan, chi Khoi, ba ma anh Khoi, cac em anh
Khdi, t6i va hai chau bé bang hoang, bat dong khdng biét xur tri ra sao. Xa lan ti€p tuc troi
theo song Sai Gon di vé phia Nha Beé. Trén xa lan may tram ngudi than thd, vé vong nhu
ngudi mat tri. Trdi bat dau d6 mua, moi ngudi chiu trén, khéng cé mai che. Cac c6 em anh
Khéi gilp hai chau Tina va Louise. Hai chau cé mot back pack nhé dung it sita bot Guigoz
dé tam thdi cdm cu. Ngudi 16n khdng cd dd &n, danh chiu dung nhin déi. Chau Tina va
Louise hdi me dau, t6i phai ndi d6i la moi khi di Viing Tau bang xe haoi thi hdm nay di bang
xa lan.

Sang s6m hom sau xa lan chay ngang Viing Tau va ti€p tuc ra khai. Moi nguGi trén xa lan
ban khodn khong biét chuyén gi s€ xay ra. C4 tin don la dém qua luc di ngang Rirng Sat,
cé mot s6 thuyén cap sat xa lan dua ngudi Ién, trong do6 cd ca Viét Cong va tau My khong
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cho xa lan lai gan vi c6 Viét Cong. Xa lan chay ngang, chay doc, ngugc xubi khdng chiéu
hudng nhat dinh. Mua ti€p tuc rdi. T6i dén ma chiéc xa lan cling van chay lung tung. Moi
ngudi cang thém lo au vo vong.

Sang ngay th(r ba xa lan dugc ghé sat tau Sergeant Miller do Hai Quan My mudn. Luc rdi
xa lan, chdng t6i dudc tin la chinh pha Viét Nam Cong Hoa da dau hang Viét Cong. Ching
t0i nudc mat lung trong, qudc gia Viét Nam than yéu khdng con nita. Chlng toi lan lugt rdi
xa lan Ién tau Sgt. Miller. Budc chan Ién tau, t6i vo cung ngac nhién va sung sudng khi thay
anh Khoi, nha t6i va me t6i dang dirng dgi ching t6i. Qua la mot phép la, TrGi Phat da ciu
mang chuing to6i. Gia dinh toi mai mai cdm phuc va ghi on hanh déng cao ca cta anh Khoi
da nhay tir xa lan xudng d€ gilp dd nha tdi va me tdi trong con khén khd. Sau nay khi ndi
chuyén t6i mdi biét la chi€c xa lan ma toi leo Ién la chuyén ap chét va chiéc xa lan ma anh
Khéi, nha toi va me téi di la chuyén chét.

Tau Sgt. Miller dong nghet v6i may ngan ngudi. Tau chat nich, chi c6 chd ding hay ngoi
chr khong cd cho nam nga lung. Lic con & trén xa lan t6i ndi véi hai chau bé la khi Ién tau
chung t6i sé co phong riéng nhu trén cac du thuyén. Bay gid nghi lai toi thdy minh that ngay
tho. Sau ba ngay I1énh dénh trén bién, tau Sgt. Miller d&n Subic Bay. May la thang ndm, bién
€m nén moi ngudi khéng bi say séng. Chung téi tam tru tai can ci Hai Quan My vai ngay
roi Ién may bay quan su sang dao Wake thay vi Guam, vi trai ti nan 8 Guam da hét cho.
Mot thang sau, ching t6i dén trai Camp Pendleton & California. Tai Camp Pendleton ching
t6i & Iéu vai quan d6i dung trén sudn do6i. Khi chau Tina thay Iéu va ghé bd, chau ndi day
la nha qué cula chi gilp viéc ch khong phai nudc My ma tbi da ta cho chau trudc day.

MOt hém Jim Grattan & San Clemente dén tham trai ti nan va nhén bao trg gia dinh t6i. Jim,
Jan cung hai con Sean va Brian dua ching toi vé nha va tan tinh gitp d&8. Ngudi ban clung
phd, Jim va Lynn cling phu vdi gia dinh Jim Grattan bao trg ching t6i. Nha toi trudc lam &
Esso Sai GOn nén ba tuan sau dudc thu dung lai véi Exxon Chemicals va gia dinh chdng toi
don vé Houston, Texas. Cong ty Exxon rat tr t€, cho chidng t6i & khach san Westin Galleria
khi chiing toi mdi téi Houston. Khi rdi Sai Gon chidng t6i mat hét hanh ly nén gia tai chi c6
mot hop carton dung quan do cii xin dudc cia Goodwill & California. That la mot su' tuang
phan cung cuc gitra mot hop carton quan ao cii va su trang |€ cia khach san 5 sao. Trudc
khi rdi Viét Nam t6i sap trong tui xach tay mét bo business suit dé sau nay mac di xin viéc.
Nhung trong Itc di tan hon loan, to6i mat ludn ca tui xach tay. Hau qua la t6i dén My mac
quan o xin dudc ctia Goodwill nhu nhifng ngudi ti nan dién hinh.

Tham thoat d& han 40 ndm. Ching téi ta on Trdi Phat d3 cliu gidp ching toi. Ching téi ghi
on tam long cao thugng cla ngudi My da md rong vong tay don nhan chdng t6i. Chang toi
biét an su hy sinh va tinh ban cao quy cta cac ban toi.

Lé Trong Muu, November 2015
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H. Ng uyén Duy Tudng, University of Western Australia

Thang 11, 2015 (IDC/IDBVN, 1968-1975)
Trong Chién Tranh van Xay Dung..........

Cudng linh ciia ngudi léo lai
Ngan Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé Viét Nam

LSi mé dau:

Khi Xép 1dn cda chiing téi, anh Khuong Hifu Biéu, Téng Giam Béc Ngén Hang Phét Trién Ky
Nghé Viét Nam truoc ngay 30 thang 4, 1975, goi y muén co trong tap HOi ky cua anh mot
chuong noi vé nhifng ky niém gilla anh va cac cong su’ vién trong sudt qua trinh lam viéc
Vdi nhau tai Trung Tém Khuéch Truong Ky Nghé/Ngén Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé Viét Nam
va yéu cau chung toi dong gop nhiing ky niém, nhiing kinh nghiém chung t6i co trong thoi
gian lam viéc tai déy.

T6i ngac nhién mot cach thich thd vi dé nghi co phan nhu” mot thach dé. Kho thdy mot nguoi
Xép nado lai dén than vao con duong "chén ddy min” nay vi nhan vién it khi nao ndi tot vé
Xép, va néu xép co tinh tot thi thoi gian da trén 50 nam co con ai nhd dén nhing ky niém
tot dep nay khéng?

Tuy nhién toi tan thanh dé nghi cua anh vi thu’ nhét chuong sach kha dac biét nay mang lai
nhifing khac la cho Tép HOi Ky cua anh so nhiing tap hoi ky khac, va thd hai la toi cing

mubn xem nhithg nhan dinh, nhifng ky niém cua cac anh chi em trong cung mai nha co
quan giong va khac nhau nhu’ thé nao.
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Déi vidi riéng t6i, khéng khd dé tim nhitng ky niém d8y séng ddng tuy trong khodng thoi
gian qud ngan ngui, chi cé 7 nam (1968-1975) dudi trudng cua anh. Nhiing ky niém nay toi
kho thé quén vi ching Ia mdt phén quan trong trong qué trinh tao nén con ngudi téi sau
nay. Toi suy tinh ¢ nén chon dé tai ma xép Ion d& bo nhiéu thoi gid tranh déu dé cac
chuyén vién van cd thé tiép tuc xdy dung dét nubc ngay trong giai doan chién tranh tan
khoc nhat, hay la nén ndi vé chuong trinh dao tao nhan vién cua Ngén Hang réat thanh cong
qua cdc budi thuyét trinh hang tudn vao nhiing ngay thir ba céng thém viéc gui nhén vién
di tu nghiép & nudc ngoai, hay gan hon la viéc thanh hinh Hoi Quan Tri Xi Nghiép Viét Nam
cung cdp cho cac cong thuong ky nghé gia nhiing kién thuc quan tri hién dai nhat rdt quan
trong ngay ca trong giai doan chién tranh va can yéu hon cho thoi ky hdu chién.

Nhung toi khong mét nhiéu thoi gio’ chon lua vi d& co mot dé tai lién hé sdu xa dén cd nhan
toi, giup toi phan biét duoc ro rang hon vé con nguoi, vé kha nang l1anh dao va vé su’'tuong
giao nhén su. Téi chinh la nhén chung va tua dé cua bai viét nay chi la nhac lai ky niém ma
minh dé& di qua, mot bai hoc song.

Cau chuyén c6 dau dudi ro rét va bat dau vao gitra nam 1967 sau khi t6i tét nghiép va dang
lam viéc (co tinh cach thuc tap thi ding hon) tai Bureau of Census and Statistics ¢ thu do
Canberra cta Uc Dai Lgi thi dugc dién thoai cua Toa Pai S VNCH tai day cho biét cd 2 vi
tlr Ngan Hang Phat Trién Néng Nghiép tai Viét Nam ghé qua Canberra va mu6n gap téi. Hai
vi d6 1a phu td hang dau cta 6ng Nguyen Van Hao, Téng Gidm D&c Ngan Hang nay. Ho
mudn ti vé gilp ho vi Ngdn hang Phat Tri€én Néng Nghiép (NHPTNN) dang mé& hé théng
Ngan Hang Nong thon, can thém nhiéu nhan vién va ca ngudi diéu hanh.

T6i dong y nhung khéng hoi chuc vu la gi, luang bao nhiéu hodc nhitng diéu kién khac ra
sao, va thu xép hoi huong khoang ba thang sau dé, trinh dién ngay vdi 6ng Hao. Ong ti€p
t6i tai vdn phong, chao héi nhung khéng niém nd va vui mirng nhu téi hinh dung sy viéc
phai 1a nhu vay. Ong cdm an toi d& trg vé va ban ngay van dé quan dich cua toi, mot didu
hoan toan bat ngg, téi chua hé nghi tdi va hai vi phu ta cia 6ng cling khong dé cap khi noi
chuyén véi toi & Canberra. Trong khi toi bang khuang chua biét xr tri ra sao vdi chuyén bat
ngd nay, 6ng boc dién thoai goi cho Pai td Tung, Chanh Van phong cua tudng Bui Dinh
Pam héi vé trudng hdp nhirng ngudi nhu toi. Cudc dién dam kéo dai khong qua 3 phut, va
sau d6 6ng ndi véi toi la néu t6i mudn lam & NHPTNN thi chi m6t thdi gian ngdn t6i sé bi
goi nhap ngii va ngan hang cua 6ng khéng can thiép dugc.

Toi cdm dn Ong, noi sé cho biét quyét dinh cla t6i sém. DAy la lan dau tién va ciing la lan
cudi cung t6i dén véi NHPTNN. Téi khdng tra I6i quyét dinh cla t6i cho ho biét, vi chang co
gi can phai tra I0i ca. Van dé khéng phai nhap ngili hay khong nhap ngd, vi néu sg bi goi
nhap ngii ti da khdng vé va hanh xir nhu' mét vai nguGi quen biét hdi do. Trong thap nién
1960 nudc Uc van con theo dudi chinh sach “White Policy” chi chdp nhan cho ngusi da trang
nhap cu. Nhitng ngudi da mau (A chau 13 chinh k& ca céc du hoc sinh A Chau) néu mudn &
lai thi cach hay nhat la Iap gia dinh v8i nguGi c6 qudc tich Uc. Néu toi mudn & lai thi cach
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nay cling khong khd nhung hoan toan khéng phai la cai gi téi mudn. Van dé chinh la vi thai
do ti€p don to6i cho thdy ho chang quan tam dén minh. T6i khong nhin thdy kha nang Ianh
dao trong con ngudi dang ti€p t6i va vé ky ndng quan tri thi sy giao té vira qua du cho toi
thay rd tai ndng. Néu Ong Hao c6 thé néi véi toi véi mot glong diéu khac ngoal glao hdn/am
ap han dai khai nhu truGng hgp cla téi sé bi goi nhap ngli nhung ngan hang 6ng sé c6
gang tranh d&u xin hodn dich du cd hdi thanh cdng khdng 18n 13m thi tdi c6 thé da lam viéc
vGi ngan hang nay.

Khéng day mét tuan sau do, téi nop dan xin viéc tai Trung Tam Khuéch Truong Ky Nghé
Viét Nam (TTKTKNVN) vi ho dang cén tuyén nhén vién. Ong Phu T4 Hanh Chanh tudi kha
cao, ti€p don tbi rat niém nd va ndi chuyén vai toi nhu b6 ndi chuyén véi con. Ong hoi toi
khi nao mudn bat dau lam viéc, c6 mubn nghi mot hai tuan cho quen vdi khi hau va sinh
hoat tai qué nha. T6i xin 6ng cho nghi thém mot ngay thdi. Su' viéc t6i lam & TTKTKN va
sau ddi tén thanh Ngan Hang Phét Trién Ky Nghé Viét Nam nhu mdt dinh mang. Trong
nhirng du tinh vé cong viéc lam sau nay khi tré vé qué nha, t6i khong hé nghi dén tén no,
nhung né da tdi bat ngd va trong sudt thdi gian cua ché do VN Cong Hoa nd la cd quan duy
nhat t6i phuc vu. Va cling nhd lam tai day t6i da c6 nhiing sgi day lién hé vGi nguGi ma
chiing tdi gid day quen goi mdt cach thadn mét 1a x&p 16n, |a dai xép, la Ong Tong, 1a ngudi
Anh C3, hay Anh Hai tly theo tirng nhan vién. Bai viét ngdn dudi day chi la tom tat nhirng
nét chinh t6i biét vé& su’ viéc xép I8n tranh d&u cho ching tdi tam hodn dich dé tiép tuc
nhifng cng viéc can thiét cho su’ xdy dung va phat trién quéc gia ngay trong Thdi chién.

Tai xé dau xe trudc clra 16i vao ca quan. Luc bay giG la nhirng thang cudi nam 1968, bién
cd Mau than tuy da qua, nhung hé luy dé lai la viéc goi nhap ngii kh&n c&p hau hét moi
thanh phan k€& ca nhitng chirc vu dugc déc mién trudc ddy. Danh séch dudc goi bao gom
hau hét chuyén vién clia Trung Tam Khuéch Truang K§ Nghé, va néu khdng cé gi thay doi
thi mot la Trung Tam phai dong clra hai la chi con cai tén, hoat dong cam chirng cho o |€.

Anh da tat ta ca may thang nay tranh dau cho cac chuyén vién Trung Tam dugc tam hoan
dich d€ lo cdng viéc phat trién ky nghé. "N&u ca ri ga thi dung ga thit ch( dirng bat ga Noi
cho vao néi", anh bién luan nhu vay. Ngay 4y, I6i ra vao Trung tam cung chung véi cao 6c
s& 40 dudng Nguyen Hué va Trung tdm chiém toan thé [au mét va mét vai phong 1an cén.
Chuing t6i, nhan vién Trung tam dang & 16i di, gat dau chao anh. Anh gat dau chao lai nhung
gilr yén lang, nét mat khéng dudc vui. T6i nhin theo anh, van dang di tat bat, va bong cé
cam tinh v&i anh han. Téi m@i vao lam Trung Tam dudc it thang, chua gan anh nhiéu. Anh
cd thé nhan ra toi, toi hy vong nhu vdy, nhung diéu dé khdng quan trong. T6i cd cdm tinh
han v@i anh vi trong cadi nhin cda t6i, anh hanh x{r ding vdi cudng vi cia mot ngudi lanh
dao co quan, tranh d&u dé phat trién nén ky nghé nudc nha du tinh hinh an ninh qudc gia
6 mUc do nao, va di doi vdi su tranh dau & mic d6 cao, cac nhan vién cia anh cam nhan
dugc la anh dang tranh ddu cho chinh ho. Nhung cdp mat kha mét moi cla anh va qua
dang di cia anh t6i bi€t anh con phai di thém mot doan dudng dai, vat va han nira. Ching
tdi nhin nhau l&ng 18, tat cad déu nam trong Ira tudi sé dugc goi nhap ngii tuy trong dam
chuyén vién tré gap anh hom dé chua ai cd gia dinh.
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Sy tranh dau kién tri cia anh cudi cung cling dat két qua tét cho cd quan nédi chung va cho
riéng tirng ca nhan ching toi vi dén khoang dau nam 1969, BO Kinh T€ (cd quan chu quan
cla TTKTKN) nhan dugc mot séc 1énh gi d6 cla Tha Tudng Chinh pha Tran Thién Khiém
cho phép chuyén vién ctuia B6 Ién dudng tham du huan luyén quan su' 9 tuan qua cac khoa
3, 4 va 5/69 va sau khi tot nghiép dugc tré vé phuc vu tai nhiém sé cii vi la chuyén vién toi
can thiét cho nén kinh té qudc gia. T6i nhd mai cum tu "chuyén vién t6i can thiét cho nén
kinh t€ qudc gia", cam thay am cing va hanh dién du biét rang cai minh hanh dién ding la
“thay sang bat quang lam ho” vi trong danh sach nhitng chuyén vién di thu hudn quéan su
9 tuan va trg vé nhiém s¢ cii, toi thudc nhdm tré nhat va hang bét nhét. Trong giai doan
chién tranh khéc liét van can ngudi lo viéc phat trién kinh t€ quéc gia. Lanh dao co céi nhin
xa nhu' vay nén cac sinh vién/chuyén vién dugc gui ra nudc ngoai du hoc hay huan luyén
thém phan dong van trd lai lam viéc tai qué nha du tinh hinh chién su ra sao.

Dam ga noi cta anh lan lugt Ién dudng thu huan quan su roi cung luc tuc trd vé lai cd quan
tiép tuc cOng viéc phat trién nén ki nghé nudc nha. Thdi gian trdi qua, vui cd budn ¢ nhung
dang di tat bat cGa anh, nét mat dam chiéu va cdp mat nang chiu sau nhitng lan hop tai
Nha Bong vién tr¢ vé da gay cho t6i mét an tugng t6t vé anh. Gan 50 nam da tr6i qua
nhung an tugng tot dep nay vé anh van con nguyén ven trong toi.

Sau nay khi gan gii véi anh hon, anh k€ lai la trong mdt [an hop vSi Bd Quéc Phong va xép
cta Nha Bong vién la Thi€u tudng Bui Dinh Dam, anh nhin thang TT Dam va ndi "O Viét
Nam khong ai cdm nau ca ri ga, nhung néu c6 ndu thi dung ga thit ch dirng bat ga Noi
cho vao ndi. Téi xin giai thich la & qudc gia dang phat trién nhu' chiing ta, s& hoc sinh tot
nghiép TU tai hai van con rat it. T6i so sanh ho nhu ga Noi tét cé thé nudi dudng thanh ga
da do. Pha Tho s& rén luyén ho thém 4 ndm nifa thanh Ky su, thanh ga Noi ¢ thé da dd
dugc. S6 nay lai cang it han. Ching ta khdng nén bat ga Noi ndu ca ri udng 13m. Phai dé
nhitng ga Noi nay lo viéc phét trién kinh t& quéc gia."

CH thé& c6 thém nhitng yéu t8 khac dua dén quyét dinh tam hoan dich cho cac chuyén vién
chiing t6i, nhung 16i phat bi€u clia anh "N&u ca ri ga thi ding ga thit ch* dimng ndu ga Noi"
chdc chdn tao mét anh hudng khéng nhd vi nhitng dan chirng kha cu thé qua ngdn ngir st
dung trong sac Iénh cta Thd Tudng Tran Thién Khiém cho phép dam chuyén vién ching toi
dugc trd vé nhiém sé clli tiép tuc cdng viéc phat trién quéc gia.

Nguyén Duy Tuéng

Trung Tam Khuéch Truong Ky Nghé
Ngan Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé Viét Nam
1968-1975
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I. Phi Minh Tam, MIT

Ngay 25 thang 11, 2015, San Francisco, CA

Vai Chuyén Ghi Nhé Vé Anh Khu'ong Hiru Di€u

Khi anh Di€u bao t6i viét vai hang d&€ kém vao hdi ky clia anh, téi ling ting vi khdng nhd
nhiéu vé chuyén cii, nhat la nhirng chuyén truéc nam 1975.

Trudc 1975, anh Diéu 1a cap chi huy clia hdu hét anh em ching tdi. Trong céng viéc anh 13
ngudi ky luGng, nhung thang than, liém chinh va t6t bung... Ching téi kinh trong va xem
anh nhu bac dan anh dang kinh cta minh mdc du lic dé ching téi khong gan gili, than thiét
vGi anh nhiéu nhu bay gid. Hau hét nhitng [an gdp anh Diéu la d€ ban cdng viéc hay ¢ lién
quan dén cong vu. Trong ki r'c cla toi, toi nhd chua cd mot [an nao mdi anh di dn com,
tang anh m6t moén qua hay dén tham xa giao tai nha riéng cla anh & s6 11 dudng Ky Bong.
Tuy nhién khong vi thé ma t6i cam thay bi anh "di" hay do6i x(r té. Ngudc lai, trong vai trudng
hgp, téi con dugc anh khuyén khich, che chd khi bi ngudi khac hi€p dap, giup phuadng tién
dé€ hoan tat cong viéc... Nhd dé toi cd co hdi phat trién va thdng tién su’ nghiép cla ban
than.

Trong cudc ddi ctia mdi con ngudi, gdp g8, quen biét, cling Iam viéc chung véi nhau d 13
duyén phan may man. Vdi t6i nhan duyén déc biét dé lai dén 2 [an khi, sau bién c6 ndm
1975, t6i gdp lai anh Diéu trong mét 1an di xin viéc 8 My. Lan gdp dinh ménh nay ciing 13
cd hdi cho toi biét vé anh nhiéu han nhu mot ngudi ban thay vi cap chi huy. Chuyén la nhu
thé nay: Nam 1981, hai thang sau khi dat chan dén nudc My tUr trai ty nan, t6i dudc cong
ty Bechtel Petroleum Inc., San Francisco goi phdng van viéc lam. K&t thic bubi phong vén
lan 2, 6ng George Triantaphyllos (Manager of Project Engineering) mdi t6i an cdm trua tai
mot nha hang kha sang trong. Sau dd tdi quay trd lai van phong cong ty d€ ddi xe bus dua
ra phi trudng vé Orange County. Khi di ngang thu vién cia cong ty, 6ng Triantaphyllos bao
tdi chd & do, dng sé cho tdi gdp mot ngudi. Khoang 10 pht sau, tdi that khdng tin nGi vao
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mat minh khi nhin thdy anh Diéu budc vao phong va anh Piéu cling ngac nhién khéng kém
khi trong thay toi 6 day. Tha phudng gap cd nhan, khéi phai noi vao cai giay phut dé ching
toi vira mirng r& vira xic dong manh nhu thé nao khi ma chi trudc do vai phit chdng ai
trong chlng téi lai c6 thé nghi rang s& cé ngay gap lai nhau trong hoan canh nay. Ching
tdi o it han mot gid dé ndi chuyén. Téi khdng nhé da ndi gi véi anh Diéu trong khi, nhuw
thudng 1€, anh khuyén nhd t6i vé cach xur tri v8i cong viéc sdp tdi ma toi linh cdm minh sé
dudc nhan vao lam viéc cho cong ty Bechtel.

Vai ngay sau, téi nhan dugc thu mdi hgp tac clia Bechtel va t6i bt dau di lam viéc sau ngay
le Lao DOng My. MGt tuan truGc khi di lam, vg chdng téi 1én San Francisco dé€ lo tim va thué
nha. O My thué dugc cho dé tién di lam khdng dé chit nao nhéat 1a vdi nhitng ngudi ty nan
chua cd good credit nhu' ching t6i. Ba gan hét mot tuan ma cling chua tim dugc ngi & thich
hgp. May thdi lGc d6 anh Diéu cho biét nha cta anh chi cd mét in-law apartment § tang trét
con dé tréng, tam thdi ching téi cir don dén & cho dén khi tim dugc cho khac. K& tir ngay
hém do6 chung téi dugc s6ng duGi mai nha am ap va tran day tinh than cta anh chi biéu.
Moi séng, tdi di lam chung vdi anh Bi€u va chiéu vé ciing di chung vdi anh. Chuyén gi ciing
dugc anh hudng dan va gilp dd, nén viéc hoi nhap vao xa hdi mdi cua téi rat u' la sudn sé.

Ngay sinh nhét cac con dai én

Anh chi Diéu khdng chiu nhan tién thué nha ma chi bang ldng cho vg chéng téi gop phan
nlra chi phi dién nudc. Anh chi con khuyén nén dé€ danh dum it tién moi thang dé€ sém ¢
tién ddt coc mua nha. Mdc du nha anh chi Pi€u cé 16 sudi khi d6t hoat ddng tét, mua déng
dau tién & nudc My that lanh I€o vdi chiing t6i. Vi vay vg chong toi ban nhau mua thém mot
16 sudi dién, d€ chay ngay dém cho &m ap. Tdi dau biét Ia gid don vi nhiét tir dién dat hon
gap nhiéu lan so véi gia tir khi dot. Do do chi phi dién khi cta nha trong thang 12/1981 tur
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vai mudi déng nhay vot 1én ca trém ddng. Toi hiu ngay ly do va dé nghi tra hét tién dién
thdng dd, nhung anh chi Diéu lai khdng chiu ma chi nhan phan nira nhu trude. Buong nhién
la sau dd, chdng t6i mac ao day hon va thinh thoang mdi bat 10 sudi dién.

Nhirng ngay cudi tudn hai gia dinh thudng 8n com chung cho vui. Cudi tuan, anh chi Diéu
rat thich di chai da ngoai, di vé trong ngay. Nhirng lan di nhu vay ludn cé vg chong téi thap
tlng. Ngay |é c6 weekend dai ching téi cling di cdm trai & xa han. Nh& anh chj Diéu ma toi
thém yéu thién nhién va hoc dugc cach s6ng ngoai thién nhién that tha vi. Cdm trai ngoai
thién nhién, doi khi trong llc trGi mua gid, chiing t6i van cung di chg mua thirc an tugi vé
n&u &n chung vdi nhau. Di bién thi hap so véi bia Heineken, &n udng ngay tai bai bién. An
ngoai trdi vGi chén dia sanh thay vi chén dia gidy. U6ng rugu trong ly thay tinh dem theo
tr nha... TGi thich nhat la mon paté va cocktail rugu vang ngam nhiéu th(r trai cay cia anh
Piéu. Thdi do tdi chua &n chay trudng. Chi sau khi quy y va tho gidi vao thang 8 nam 2002,
tdi méi khéng con &n thit cd va uéng rugu bia. Tdi dd bo tt ca rugu dang cd trong nha, trir
chai Dom Pérignon ma t6i mua v3i muc dich 1am qua sinh nhét anh Diéu. Tdi khdng hé hdi
tiéc 1a khéng dudc cung anh Diéu udng chai rugu dé. Bay gid thi tdi chi con nhé salad va
dressing cua chi Marie ma thoi.

Anh Diéu rét cd uy vai ngudi I18n thi chiing ta ai cling thy rd rdi nhung véi tré con thi chic
la khéng phai ai cling biét. Lan dd, trong mot chuyén cam trai trén bg hd Siskiyou, trong
khi ngudi I16n con ban lo dung l€u, chau trai dau Iong gan mét tudi ctia vg chdng téi bi bd
trong play pen la khdc om som. Thay khéng ai chay lai do danh hay bé& chau, anh Diéu bén
di dén gan play pen va that ki la khong biét anh da ndi gi véi chau ma chau nin khéc ngay
1ap tic va bt dau choi mdt minh. Bay gi& chdu da 31 tudi khi nghe t6i nhac lai chuyén nay
chdu rat vui. Vao ngay dn mirng sinh nhat [an thir 85 clia anh Diéu hdi ndm ngodi, toi dang
& Florida, chdu da thay mét tdi tham du va mirng Tho bac Di€u vSi mét chai rugu vang Y.

Khi t6i ké lai cho chdu nghe vé khodng thdi gian & nha bac Piéu, chau két ludn dan gian:

"thi ra bac Diéu da gilp Ba mua nha!"

Trong dGi toi chua thdy ai lac quan va nhin sy viéc rui ro theo chiéu hudng tich cuc nhu
anh Dié€u. Chuyén xay ra ngay hdm dé va nhitng cdu ndi ciia anh van lam téi nhé mai dén
hom nay. SO la sang hém dé, anh va t6i dang trén xe bus dén sd lam, doét nhién anh quay
lai nGi vdi tdi bang mot giong ndi hoang hét rang: “Anh Tém oi! téi bi mat cai bop.” Trong
khi tdi con dang lo 1ang dum cho anh va hoi anh cé biét mat khi nao va 6 dau khong thi anh
lai ndi ngay: “ Théi vt di thay nguor” va sudt chdng dudng dén naoi lam viéc anh khéng nhac
dén chuyén nay nira. Ngay hom sau anh vui vé cho t6i biét da tim dugc cdi bép rét ¢ dau
giudng va cho la minh that may man chua tdi s6 mat cla. DE &n mirng viéc tim thay lai céi
bop ma quan trong nhéat la khéng mat mau gidy ma anh cét tir bao Extreme Orient ndm
1960 c6 ghi 16 diéu khuyén vé cach S6ng Manh Khoe, anh Piéu dai tdi &n trua.

Can phong ma vg chong tdi dang & trudc d6 anh Diéu cling da cho mét cdp vg chdng tré ti
nan & nha, sau d6 ho mua dugc nha nén don di. Sau gan mét nam séng & nha anh chi piéu,
ching tdi quyét dinh don di d€ nhudng ché cho gia dinh ty nan khac sdp dén. It 13u sau, vo
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chdng téi cling mua dugc nha & Richmond cach nha anh chi Biéu mdt gid 1ai xe. Du chi s6ng
chung dudi mét mai nha chua ddy ndm cling vdi anh chi Bi€u nhung khoang thdi gian do
cudc séng clia vg chbng toi that vo cung hanh phic va day ap ti€éng cudi. Tinh ddng nghiép,
tinh ban be, tinh yéu thuong gia dinh cing hoa quyén vao nhau tao cho cudc séng cua
chiing téi thém hucng vi va y nghia. Hién nay tdi van thudng lién lac vSi anh Pi€u qua dién
thoai va anh ciing hay hdi y kién toi vé nhitng chuyén cén con lam t6i cé cam tudng nhu
anh tin tuéng t6i chan thanh. Anh bao téi dich bai thd ti€éng Anh dudi day ra ti€ng Viét va
kém theo bai viét cua t6i. Toi khdng biét ai lam tdng anh Diéu bai tha nay.

Néu an dau tién gdp anh Di€u G Viét Nam la nhan duyén t6t cho cong danh va su’ nghiép

clia tdi, thi I&n gdp lai anh Diéu & My ciing anh hudng dén nhén sinh quan va cubc séng
cua toi cho dén ngay hom nay.

Phi' Minh Tém

Ngay 15-10-2016

HEAVEN

Last night while [ lay sleeping,
T died or so i1l seerms.

Then | went to Fleaven

But t'was only in my dreams.

But, it seemns SL Peter met me,
there at the Pearly Gale.

1le said, * I must check your record
So stand right here and wait.

I see, you drank whiskey,

and used tobacee, loo,

Tact is vou've done everything
that a good person shouldnt da.

We can't have people like you up here,

Your life was full of sin.

Then he read the last of my record,

He then grasped my hand and said, "Come in”

He took me up wo the Big Boss,

Said, "Take him in and treat him well.”
He worked for TOB, Sir.

He's had hiz share af hell.

Thién Buwdng

Téi qua trong giac ngu

T6i thay minh da chét

Roi dén dwoc Thién Buwdng
DU chi gidc mo' théi.

Thanh Phé R6 gap toi

O ngwdng clra Thién Buwdng
"Nguoi hay dirng cho day!
Ta can xét phwéc toi."

"H! Ngwoi thich riegu manh.
Hut thude 14 lién mién.
Nguwoi lam dd moi diéu
Ma nguwdi hién khéng pham."

"Ta khéng thé nhan nguoi,
Cuéc sbng day toi 16i."

R6i doc dén diéu cudi,
N&m tay t6i, dng béo:
"Vao gi!"

Ong dwa t6i gap Chua.
"Xin biét dai nguwdi nay
Hén 1am Ai Di Bi (IDB)
D3 tirng biét dia nguc.”
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J. HUYNH HU'U HAN, Monash University, Melbourne, Australia

-Thang 11-1968 - Téi tir New Zealand (Tan Téy Lan) vé& nudc, dugc tuyén dung vao S&
Nghién-Clru va Hudn-Luyén dé hgp tac véi Bui Hong Cam va Lé Quang Long t& chirc Chuong
Trinh Huan Luyén Tai Viéc (Training Within Industry). T6i khong tién doan dugc la toan bo
Chuong Trinh Hudn Luyén Quan Tri Xi Nghiép ctia Ngan Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé da trg
thanh tién than cta HOi Quan Tri Xi Nghiép Viét Nam va Vién Quan Tri Xi Nghiép Viét Nam
trong mot thdi gian ky luc.

-1969-1970 - Sau thdi gian thu huan tai Trudng Huan Luyén Si Quan Thu Bic/Quan Luc
Viét Nam Cdng Hoa, toi dugc biét phai vé Ngan Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé, va dugc chon di
Nhat Ban dé tham du Chugng Trinh Huén Luyén Tu Dong Hoa vdi San Phi Thap cla T6
Chirc Nang Suat A Chau. Nhg vay, t6i dugc thém kién thic vé sinh hoat ky nghé tan tién
rat hitu ich cho viéc phat trién k§ nghé Viét Nam. Tai thdi diém nay, nhu cdu phét trién kj
nghé rat 13 khan thiét.

Dec 4, 2015

-1972 - Ti dudgc giao trach nhiém huéng dan moét phai doan cdng kj nghé gia di tham
viéng Dai Loan va Nhat Ban dé quan sat tai chd cac hoat dong k¥ nghé véi nang suat cao
va k¥ thuét tan tién, vdi su hé trg clia Td Chlrc N&ng Suédt A Chau.

-1973 - P& xUc tién chuang trinh hudn luyén quan tri xi nghiép, toi dugc tham du’ H6i Thao
Quan Tri Xi Nghiép Qudc TE tai New Delhi, dai dién cho Hoi Quan Tri Xi Nghiép Viét Nam.
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-1974 - T6i dudc biét phai sang B6 Thuang Mai va Cong Ky Nghé dé 1am viéc vdi cac Anh
Nguyén Blc Cudng va Nguyen Bang Khoi. Anh Nguyen Blc Cudng ddc trach cho téi ho trg
H6i Pdng Quan Tri Khu Ché& Xuét, do Anh Lé Trong Muu diéu hanh. Cling trong thdi diém
nay, Anh Tran Van Khdi xic tién viéc khai thac dau hda trén thém luc dia Viét Nam, diéu
hanh Téng Cudc Phat Trién Dau Hoa va Khoang San.

-Thang 4-1975 - Ngudi Viét Nam ta cé cau “Muu su tai nhan, thanh su tai thién.” Dén gic
phut nay, mot s6 anh chi em nhém Ngan Hang Phat Trién K§ Nghé danh phai gia tur vii khi,
nhung khong khéi ngam ngui.

Nhin lai nhitng hoat dong ma t6i da dugc giao pho, toi rét cdm on Anh Diéu da tan luc
hudng dan, tao co hdi va déc thic nhdm thanh vién cta Anh, vé phuaong dién chirc nghiép
cling nhu vé phugng dién ban than. Téi rat mong ching ta van ti€p tuc gitr virng mai lién
hé nay, mac du moi ngudi mot néo.

K. Nguyén Hiru Thu, Laval University
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VAI DONG TAN MAN VE NGAN HANG PHAT TRIEN KY NGHE ... NAM XUA

Ong Téng Gidm DSc thudc mot gia dinh ndi tiéng tai My Tho, dng rat nghiém, it cudi va
nong tinh — dam nhan vién tré tui téi thay 6ng la ... nguGi khac ma sg xanh mat.

Hang tuan vao ngay thir ba — tui ti goi 13 ngay THU BA KINH HOANG — Tong Giam D4c bat
moi chuyén vién phai chon mét dé tai lién quan dén linh vuc minh 1am viéc dé thuyét trinh
trudc Ban Giam ddc, 1anh dao cac SG/Phong va cac chuyén vién khac — d€ xem chuyén vién
nay am hiéu linh vuc minh lam dén mirc d6 nao.

Téng Gidm Ddc ndi: “Lam ngén hang... ma khéng am hiéu ranh ré vé linh vuc minh cho
vay... thi lam sao cho vay cé hiéu qua dugc” — vi du nhu ngudi cho vay vé nganh MAY
MAC... thi pha| tim hiéu k¥ vé NGANH MAY MAC — nhirng diém thuan Igi va khdng thuén Igi
khi cho vay cac doanh nghiép trong nganh nay...

Sau khi thuyét trinh 1a t&i phién Tdng Gidam D&c “quay” ngudi thuyét trinh vé& mot s8 ndi
dung trong bai thuyét trinh — néu tra 18i khéng tring... thi sé bi quay tdi tdp ngay... ké ca
viéc |én thuyét trinh... ma gai dau, ding quay Ilung lai ngudi nghe ... cling bi nhac nhd
“manh”, vi vy dam mdi ra trudng nhu tui toi so t&i ngay th ba hang tuan I1am... thay ban
minh bi “quay nhu dé”... thi chac tdi phién minh khdng chiing con bi te tua hon.

Tui t6i lubn nhé dinh dié’mActla viéc nay 13 c6 mot anh ban lua chon thuyét trinh dé tai KY
NGHE DUONG MIA TAI VIET NAM... vi anh nay dang cho vay mot s6 nha may dudng. Khoi
ndi la anh ban phai chun bi ky Iu8ng tat ca nhitng gi can phai thuyét trinh vé linh vuc nay
roi.

Cudi bai thuyét trinh Téng Gidm d&c ndi: “Téi chi hdi anh mdt cau thdi ... la biét anh c6 nénj
viing vé nganh ch€ bién duGng mia... hay khdng. Anh cho biét NOT NAO O MIEN NAM CO
NANG SUAT TRONG MIA CAO NHAT?”

Toi khdng nhd o6 la anh ban tra I8i lIa & dia phuong nao chi nhd la SAI (hinh nhu anh nay
ndi la Tay Ninh... nhung ciu tra 16i cia TGD... 1a Quang Ngai vao thd&i diém 1970)... thé 1a
T6ng Gidm dbc quat cho mdt trén ra tro... va lic dé tui téi méi nhé ra... Xép I8n xuét than
la Giam d6c ki thudt nha may DUONG HIEP HOA. Thé la... mdt bai hoc kinh nghiém dugc
tui toi rat ra la CAN PHAI TRANH NHUNG DE TAL.. MA TONG GIAM BOC BIET RAT RO. Nhg
vay... tdi phién toi thuyét trinh... toi chon dé tai... TRIEN VONG KY NGHE LOC DAU HOA
TAI VIET NAM — vao thdi diém 1970 c6 tin la c6 thé tim dugc dau hoa tai thém luc dia cua
Viét Nam.

Nhung lan nao cling vay, tui toi c6 qudi nhan phu hé la 6ng Phé T6ng Gidm Déc... 6ng nay
lai r4t hién tuy c6 cai tén khdng hién chit ndo... d6 Ia LAm H8. Ong ludn “ndi gitm” cho bon
tré tui t6i... lam giam di con néng cua TGD.

Tuy chifc danh 13 Phé TGD ... nhung hau nhu 1a 6ng lam hét tat cd nhitng viec QUAN LY
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PIEU HANH NGAN HANG VE MAT BOI NOI (cho y kién vé cac hd sa vay... trudc khi trinh
T6ng gidm ddc quyét dinh, xem xét viéc tuyén dung nhén vién mdi... va nhat la phdi hap
hoat ddng cua cac bd phan khac nhau trong ngén hang...) con Téng Gidm déc... thi hau
nhu lo viéc dGi ngoai, hdi hop vGi cac vi lanh dao cac cd quan, nganh khac... ti€p khach
nuéc ngoai... hay la di du tiéc. Tui tdi it khi nao gdp dudc Téng Gidm B3¢ I3m... trlr ngay
thir ba “kinh hoang” hang tuan — ma chi thudng xuyén dudc gdp 6ng Phd Téng Gidm déc...
hién hoa, hay an can héi tham... gitp dé moi ngudi.

Ong chinh 1a cdy CAU NOI HIEU QUA giita nhan vién ching toi va Tong Gidm Ddc... trong
tat ca moi viéc cd lién quan dén ngan hang — c6 nhirng diéu chdng toi khéng dam néi vdi
T6ng Gidm DSc nhung rdt manh dan ndi v8i 6ng Phd vi 6ng nay thudng xuyén di danh
tennis vdi tui toi hay 1a trong NHONG BUGI TIEC CUOT, HOP MAT (6ng TGP thi it khi tham
du tiéc cudi cta nhan vién)... nhat la nha cua ong ciling & trong cu’ xa ngan hang (doi dién
v3i nha cla toi G trudc day).

Vai I8i than mat xin dudc chia sé cung cac ban.
Than mén.
NHTHU

PS: TU trong tham tam tdi va cac anh chi em IDB van ludn kinh trong va nhé 6n dng Téng
rat nhiéu vi da gidp anh em ching t6i hoc héi kién thic va trudng thanh rat nhiéu.

L. NGUYEN VAN CHAU Saigon University,
University of Southern California
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Moi truong nang déng, linh déng va tre

Pang lam viéc noi Téng Nha Thué Vu thudc B6 Tai Chanh sau khi t6t nghiép trudng Luét
Sai Gon nam 1966, tdi dugc dip tham du mét budi hdi thao vé Phat trién Ky nghé Viét Nam
do Trung Tdm Phat Trién Ky Nghé t& chirc hdi dau hdng 3 ndam 1967.

Thuyét trinh doan gdm cac vi : GS Denis Nguyén Phudc Du, LAm HG, va DBdng Durc Tu, tat
ca la chuyén vién tré, phu ta éng Khuong Hitu Diéu ducng kiém Téng Gidm Ddc Trung Tam
Khuéch Truong Ky Nghé, sau ddi Ia Ngadn Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé Viét Nam. T4t ca lam
viéc rat tot, trinh bay ro rang, suc tich, dac biét la khi s6 tham du vién qua dong, hai vi Lam
H6 va Bang Dlc Tu, du dang la chil toa doan, khdng ra linh, tu déng, hai anh chay di tim
mang thém ghé ngoi va phan phat tai liéu cho nhitng ngudi dang dirng nghe thuyét trinh.

Qua nhiéu an tugng tot, t6i da chia sé v8i 6ng Chanh Su Vu Nha Thué Vu Truc Thau vé
nhirng cdm nghi va ngu@ng mo cua toi vé tinh ndang déng va hitu ich clda cudc hoi thao trén.
Co I€é doan dugc phan nao du dinh cua ké mdi tot nghiép va lam viéc chua dugc mot nam,
ong da khuyén: «anh cd lam viéc t6t thém mot thdi gian nita, khi dugc mét ndm, cd thé sé
b6 anh di Ty Thué Vu, khi d6 anh tha hd thi thd tinh nang ddng cla tudi tré».

Phan tich so sanh su hoat ddng ciing hudng di cla hai dinh ché : Téng Nha Thué Vu lic dé
dang dudc diéu khién bai da s6 cac vi d6c phu s dang kinh trong nhung rdt bao tha, va
dinh ché TTKTKN dugc dan dat bdi cac chuyén vién tré cd tinh than rat tré trung va ndng
dong.

TGi da quyét tam tim dudng xin gia nhap va dugc OK gia nhap vao doan chuyén vién tre
cia TTKTKN, hoi vién T6 Chirc Nang Suat A Chau (APO) dugc hudng dan bdi Anh Khuong
Hitu Piéu.

Nguyén Vin Chéu
09/15/2015

M.LAM HO, Georgetown University

ToOi dap xubng phi trudng Tan Son Nht vao ngay 8 thang 12, ndam 1964. Toi nhin thay
nhiéu thay d6i sau thdi gian vdng béng Sai Gon khoang gan sau ndm. Pudng sa cang nhiéu
xe ¢0, xe gan may cung nhirng chuyén chd cong céng khac.

Sau khi nghi vai ngay, tdi ti€p xuc v6i Trung Tam Khuéch Truong Ky Nghé (TTKTKN) vai
ngay trudc |é Gidng Sinh. TTKTKN la co quan d& tuyén dung t6i lam chuyén vién tai chanh
thudc S& Tin Dung va Bau Tu. Nhiém vu ctia TTKTKN la tai trg va gitp d& ky thuat. Nhiém
vu chanh cua t6i la cru xét cac ho sd tin dung. Trir mot s6 nho, phan 16n cac ca sé ky nghé
nam tai Sai Gon va cac vung lan can. Thinh thoang ching t6i viéng cac xudng xin cap tin
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dung & nhirng tinh mién Nam. Tinh hinh an ninh lGc dy tuong d6i kha. Néu cd di cong tac,
chung t6i sang di chiéu vé, va néu can thi ngu qua dém tai mot thi tran gan do.

b 4

\

o

C mot Ian chiing t6i da that hen vdi anh tai x€ chiing t6i khi trgi sap t6i. Theo nhu da hen,
anh tai x& sé gép chiing tdi bén kia by séng dé dua chlng tdi dén nghi dém tai mot thi trén
gan do. T6i cung mdt anh ban dong nghiép, mot ky su’ thudc SG Nang Sudt, phai vat va 1am
mdi 1y dugc chuyén d6 Vam Cong cudi cung trong ngay vi vi tri cia cg xudng tham viéng
nam xa han vi tri chdng t6i tudng. Vi trGi sap t6i réi ma khong thdy bong dang chiing toi
nén anh rat lo sg. T6i khdng bao gid quén dugc guagng mat hdn hd vui mirng khi anh thay
chuiing t6i leo 1én ba.

Lac dy mudbn di tir Sai Gon xudng Can Tha thi phai qua hai chuyén do (bdc My Thuan va
bdc Vam CG6ng), bay gid la cau My Thuan va cau Can Tha, thudng bi ket xe phai mat ca
ngay trudng. Anh tai x& ndi lai rang rat lo au khi khdng thay ching toi trén may chuyén do
trudc. Anh khdng hét cau Trdi lo 1ang cho ching t6i rat nhiéu vi ving ching toi viéng thiéu
an ninh.

Toi gdp Anh Giam Ddc lan dau trong cudc hop ban Ianh dao Trung Tam Khuéch Truong Ky
Nghé (TTKTKN) vao dau nam 1965 khi Anh vao Trung Tam ban giao v&i 6ng Bitu Hoan, cyu
Giam d6c Trung Tam. Ong Blru Hoan vira dugc dé cir lam Giam Ddc dai dién cho Chanh
Pha Viét Nam canh Ngan Hang Phat Trién A Chau tai Manila, Phi Ludt Tan. Luc &y, tdi cling
nhu cdc Chanh SG déng nghiép rét lo du vé su’ thay ddi nay.
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C4 18 hiéu rd tinh trang nay va dé trdn an moi ngudi, anh Diéu, tan Gidm déc, thanh that
kéu goi su gilp dG va cong tac cla moi ngudi cung ti€p tuc hoat ddng manh mé theo vai
trd nhiém vu cia Trung Tam. Riéng phan Anh, Anh s& yém trg gilip d& va gop thém phuong
tién d€ hoan thanh muc dich. Thdi gian qua da ching minh diéu nay.

Theo guong 1&nh dao ctia Anh Diéu cling véi sy hudng dan clia Ban C8 Vén hiing héu ké ca
c6 van Tién si Nguyen Phudc Du, ching téi ¢6 gang diéu hanh TTKTKN/NHPTKN sudn sé
nhit 13 trong khoang thai gian Anh Diéu nhan Idnh thém trach nhiém & B6 Kinh T&. Méc du
rat ban dudng dau vdi kho khan lac bay gid, Anh van lién lac thudng xuyén vdi ching toi,
theo doi viéc diéu hanh clia TTKTKN/NHPTKN nhu mét ngudi anh ca trong dai gia dinh.

Su lanh dao manh khong ngirng cua Anh da dem lai su’ trudng thanh cho TTKTKN thanh
mot Ngan Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé (NHPTKN) vao ndm 1972. NHPTKN khdng ngirng tiép
tuc cing ¢ hoat ddng ndi bd va ddi ngoai ndi chung dé€ trd nén mdt ngdn hang phat trién
that su’ cé tam véc quoc té€ vao nam 1975.

Ngoai ra Anh TGD da gilp mot s6 anh em déng nghiép tré thanh 1ap nhirng cd quan ha
tAng co sG thiét yéu theo dudng 16i cac qudc gia phéat trién. Nhitng td chirc sau day dugc
thanh 1&p : Vién Dinh Chuén, Tdng Cuc Phat Trién Pau Tu, Téng Cuc Dau Hda, Khu Ché
Xuét... vi su’ gillp dd tai chanh hay c6 vd cla ngudi anh I&nh dao.

Rat ti€c vi bién cd Thang tu, 1975, nhitng chuong trinh xdy dung cd cau can ban kinh té
thanh 13p trong khoang vai nam trugc dé phai tam ngung hoat déng. R6i sau do it lau, vi
|gi ich phat trién kinh t&, nha cdm quyén ducng thdi van phai tiép tuc cac cdng tac do chiing
ta khai xuGng truge kia. Chung ta hanh dién thdy nhirng sang ki€n dua ra la dung va nhiing
no luc dong gdp xua kia khong phai la vo ich.

Kinh nghiém thau thdp dugc cla 10 ndm sat canh cdng tac déc luc véi Anh Diéu Vvdi tinh
cach Pho Gidm Ddc Trung Tadm Khuéch Truang Ky Nghé va Pho Téng Gidam B&c Ngan Hang
Phat Trién K§ Nghé da gilip tdi tim dugc viéc 1am tai JPMorgan cho dén khi huu tri vao ndm
2002.

Vg chdng ching tdi rat cdm kich su’ c6 mat clia Anh Diéu dén tham du ddm cudi cia con
gai chung t6i vao thang 7 nam 1999. Bé la mot trong nhitng ngay vui nhat trong dgi ching
tdi. Anh Piéu clung Bac si Hudn, mdt trong nhitng ban than nhat ctia Anh, da 18y xe IUra
Amtrak dén Chicago (vi Ié anh khong thich bay).

Toi xin trich lai nguyén vén doan dién vén clia Anh chdc ddi tan hdn hém &y. Dién van nay
rat co6 duyén dem lai nhitng trang phao tay vui vé trong budi tiéc cudi. Sau 25 ndm, Anh
Piéu van tiép tuc vai trd vira thy vira ¢§ van xua kia, nay vdi tinh cach 1a Bac, chic cho
con gai chlng t6i va chd ré nhirng 16i chiic nhu sau :

« Dén tur Ca-li téi thay gan day cac ban tré cé khuynh hudng chdc déi tan hon nhu vay :
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«Satisfaction garantie ... Joint Account... No Refund ... No Return»

Riéng toi, cuu thé hé gia, toi xin chiic Thanh Phuang va Tony IGi chic xua & Mién Nam Viét
Nam :

“T6i chuc:
Dong vo déng chéng tat Bién Péng ciing can.
Tam dich Anh van nhu sau:

A couple in harmony can empty the South China Sea.

N. Nguyén Ping Khdi, Pai Hoc Purdue (1963)
Pai Hoc Stanford (1965)

2

1. Co Duyén VGi Ngan Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé (IDB)

1970 B

O ddi nhiéu viéc xay ra hinh nhu do co duyén tién dinh. Con dudng nghé nghiép ctia tdi tai
Ngan Hang Phét Trién Ky Nghé Viét Nam (IDB) bat dau mét cach hét siic b4t ngd. Thang 4
ndm 1965, tdi vira t6t nghiép Cao Hoc Ky Su tai Trudng Dai Hoc Stanford, Tiéu Bang
California, Hoa Ky, thi BO Qudc Gia Gido Duc, vién nhu cau cong vu cap bach, da gui van
thu ra [énh cho t6i phai cap t6c hdi hugng dé nhan cdng tac giang day tai Trung Tam Qudc
Gia Ky Thuat. Trén dudng vé nudc, tdi dudc ghé Trudng Dai Hoc Philippines & Manila dé
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quan sat phuadng thic dao tao ky su tai day. Con dudng su’ nghié€p cla t6i hau nhu da dugc
gdn bd vdi cong viéc giang hudn, véi muc tiéu dao tao cac k¥ su' can thiét cho mét qudc gia
tré trén dudng phat trién. T6i nghi d6 1a mdt muc tiéu cao dep va san sang lam hét sic
minh dé& chu toan nhiém vu.

Do d6 vira chan uGt chan rao vé téi nha toi da hang hai tdi trinh dién tai Trung Tam Quéc
Gia Ky Thudt dé nhan céng tac. Nhung su viéc xay ra da khéng giéng nhu tdi chd dgi. Ong
Giam DOc Trudng Dién kh6ng nhirng khong hay biét gi vé van thu cta BO QGGD chi dinh
t6i vé phuc vu tai tru’dng ma su ti€p don lanh nhat ctia 6ng khdng hé phan anh mét nhu
cau cap bach vé nhéan vién glang huan. Ong khong ndi nhiéu, chi dua cho t6i modt mau dan
xin viéc, bao vé nha dién roi mang dén ndp; sau thang sau néu dudc chap thuan thi sé cd
su’ vu [énh bd nhiém. T6i c6 cam tudng nhu ngudi via bi mac lra. T6i dau c6 can dén day
xin viéc lam? O My t6i dang dudc tra luong Research Assistant d€ theo hoc chudgng trinh
Tién Si cua trudng Pai Hoc Stanford, mét Dai Hoc ndi tiéng trén thé gidi ma khéng tén mot
xu hoc phi. Tai sao B& QGGD lai triéu hdi tdi vé nudc cap téc, dé dién don xin viéc roi ngoi
dgi 6 thang?

Trong niém that vong tran tré, t6i khdng vé nha ma di thang 1én Trung Tam Khuéch Truong
Ky Nghé tai dai 16 Nguyén Hué tham Ky Su Tran Van Khdi, ngudi ban cung I8p & truGng
Trung Hoc Chu V&n An va clng di du hoc My trong chudng trinh hoc bdng Leadership
Training nhung da hoi huong khoang mot ndm trudc. Sau khi nghe t6i bay té noi buc doc
trong 16ng, Khdi an Ui rang phan I6n anh em du hoc vé déu gap nhirng that vong khong it
thi nhiéu. R6i Khdi ggi y, hay la téi vé lam chung tai day cho vui. Khi d6 nhdm clia Khdi
dang soan thao ho sc goi thau qudc té cho mét du’ an Lo Sat Sinh Tan Tién. Binh thudng
nhitng h6 s nay dugc giao cho mc}t cdng ty c6 van ky thuat soan thao, nhung 6ng Giam
Doc mdi cua Trung Tam muodn cac ky su ga nha vura lam vira hoc thém kinh ngh|em That
tinh t6i thay du an Lo Sat Sinh khong mady hap dan nhung cling theo Khéi qua gdp 6ng
Chanh Su Vu S& Nang Suat, xép cua Khai. Ong Nguyen Ba Lang, mot ky su' tot nghlep tai
Phap, dé nghi Khéi dua t6i Ién gap “Ong Trdi.” T6i con dang ngd ngac thi Khdi giai thich do
la biét danh nhan vién thudng goi éng Gidm D6c Khuang Hitu Diéu, phan vi 16i 1am viéc rat
nghiém khéc cta ong khién nhan vién né sg, phan vi 6ng chi ky tén vén tat “Dieu” khong
bo dau ma theo ti€éng Phap thi cé nghia la “Ong Trgi.”

Trong van phong gdn may lanh trén [du mot, téi da gdp dng Diéu [an dau tién, mot ngudi
trung nién, tdc ngan, dang khoe manh trong bd “complet” mau xam nhat. Hoan toan tucng
phan véi su ti€p don lanh nhat tai Trung Tam Ky Thudt Phi Tho, 6ng Diéu niém nd bét tay
t6i mai ngdi xudng salon, hoi qua vé viéc hoc cua t6i tai My va van tét cho toi biét 6ng cling
du hoc 8 My, t6t nghiép Cao Hoc Ky Su Co Khi tai Hoc Vién Ky Thuat Massachusett (MIT)
va da tung lam cbng viéc ky su tai New York truge khi vé nude. Khong dé€ mét thi gid, dng
Piéu vao dé lién. Ong cho biét mét trong nhirng muc tiéu uu tién cia éng tai co quan nay
la dao tao mot “é kip” ky su’ c6 tdm voc qubc té€ dé thuc hién nhitng du an dau tu quan
trong vdi su’ trg gilp tai chanh va ky thuat cia cac quoc gia tan tién. R6i v&i mot nhiét tinh
hang say hiém thay, 6ng thao thao k& lai tinh trang hét stic lac hdu va mat vé& sinh ma éng
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da thay tan mat trong dip di thdm Lo Heo Chanh Hng, nguodn cung cé’p thit chinh yéu cho
ca triéu dan D6 Thanh. Thdy nhu cau cdp bach, 6ng da tim dugc ngudn tai trg Duc Quoc
va hién cac ky su cua Trung Tam dang no Iuc soan thao ho sd goi thau quoc t& dé thuc
hién mot Lo Sat Sinh Tan Tién dau tién cho Viét Nam theo ding tiéu chudn quéc té. Néu toi
mudn gia nhap “é kip” k¥ su’ cia Trung Tam thi ngoai du’ an nay sé con nhiéu du an cung
tam cG va nhiéu cd hoi lam viéc va@i cac ky su' va chuyén vién qudc té. Toi sé lanh lugng 12
ngan déng mot thang va co thé khdi sy lam viéc ngay tir sang hém sau. Toi chua kip phan
(fng thi 6ng da dirng Ién, bat tay va tién toi ra cla.

T6i nhu bi chodng nggp trudce su hdng say hiém thay cla 6ng Diéu, cung vdi 18i phat biéu
bdc truc cta 6ng, thdng tin ngadn gon, di vao thang van dé, khdng rao trudc dén sau, roi
két thdc mau chdng vao ding muc tiéu. Moi viéc pét dau va két thdc qua mau, tat ca chua
day 15 phdt! Qua dung nhu biét danh cta ong, “Ong TrGi” boc 10 mot niém tu tin tuyét doi
ndi suy nghi cia minh va mét thai dd tich cuc, quyét tdm dat badng dugc muc tiéu, bat ké
moi tréd ngai.

Cudc gip g& khdng hen trudc cla toi vai “Ong Trdi” da bat ngd lai con dudng nghé nghiép
cla toi sang mot hudng hoan toan khac vdéi hudng di da dinh san. Sang hom sau t6i tdi
nhan viéc tai TTKTKN ma khong can dién daon xin viéc!

Trong nhitng thang sau do, “é kip” S& Nang Suat da hoan tat ho sd goi thau qudc té cho
du an Lo Sat Sinh Tan Tién. MGt cong ty Ban Mach da tring thau cung cap may mac trang
bi mua vdi ngan khoan ngoai té do Bufc Qudc tai trg, va it nam sau cong ty Viét Nam Suc
San (VISSAN) da dugc khanh thanh va ti€p tuc hoat dong cho téi ngay nay.

2. IDC/IDB: Lo Pao Tao Ga Noi

Trung Tdm Khuéch Truong Ky Nghé (IDC) - sau nay trd thanh Ngan Hang Phat Trién K§
Nghé (IDB) - thudng dugc vi véi mot 10 dao tao ga noi, vi qua trinh dao tao ky su’ va chuyén
vién tai day cling tuong tu’ nhu’ qua trinh dao tao ga noi dé€ di da dd. Thoat tién phai luva ga
“cd chén, c6 cadng”, cua ciing, mai diia cho “bén nhon”, roi tip luyén dé da cho hay trudc
khi ra dau. Luc d6 nhirng chuang trinh dao tao chuyén vién trong nudc cling nhu gui di du
hoc nudc ngoai ké tir nhitng ndm cudi thdp nién 1950 da bat ddu dem lai két qua. Hai
chuang trinh dang ké da gli nhiéu sinh vién di du hoc la chuong trinh hoc béng “Leadership
Training” cua Co Quan Vién Trg Hoa Ky (USAID) va chuang trinh hoc béng Colombo cua
Lién Hiép Quéc. Ong Diéu dich than phong van va tuyén chon nhitng ky su’ va chuyén vién
cd nhiéu trién vong trong s& nhitng ngudi tét nghiép tir nhitng trudng Dai Hoc uy tin trong
va ngoai nudc nhu:

. Trung Tam Ky Thuat Quo’c Gia (Phu Tho) va cac phan khoa bai Hoc Sai Gon, Da Lat:
Nguyen V&n Chudng, Nguyén Quéc Binh, T6 ‘Ngoc S, Nguyén Thanh Nguu, Nguyen Sau,
Nguyen Van Chau, boan Mong Hoang, Nguyen Thi Hai, VO Quy Thanh Hué, Nguyen Ngoc
pién...
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. Cac trudng Dai Hoc Phap: Nguyén B& Ling, BUi Thanh ...

. Céc trudng Dai Hoc Hoa Ky: LAm HG, Tran Vin Khai, Nguyén Ding Khoi, L& trong
Muu, Chu Tam Cudng, Tran Quéc Bao, T Van Minh, Vinh Thic, Thai Vinh Khiém, D6 Kim
Thirc, Phi Minh Tam, Hoang Bic Nha, Nguyen Birc Cudng, Ngo B¢ Chién, Pham Tan Nam

. Céc truding Pai Hoc Gia N& Dai: L& Thanh Nhan, Vi Thi Loan, Tran Binh Minh, Nguyén
Hiru Thu...

. Cac trudng Dai Hoc Ug va Tan Tay Lan: BUi Hong Cam, Nguyén Duy Tudng, Huynh
H{ru Han, Lé Quang Long, B0 Duy Lam ...

RGi qua nhitng chugng trinh ren luyén ndi bo, lam viéc va hoc hoi véi cac chuyén vién/co
van ngoai quoc hoac gui di tu nghiép & nudc ngoai, 6ng Biéu tao cho ho cd hoi thang tién
trén dudng nghé nghiép.

NGi dén chuong trinh rén luyén ndi bd thi khdng thé khéng ndi dén nhitng budi hop chuyén
vién hang tuan do dng Diéu chu toa. Cac chuyén vién dugc [an lugt chi dinh 1én thuyét trinh
vé du an cta minh. Trong nhifng phién hop nay dng Di€u ¢ y héi nhitng cdu di sdu vao
tirng chi tiét cua du an. Cac chuyén vién khong nhitng phai “thudc bai”, biét cach trinh bay
cho mach lac, rd rang trudc cong chiing, ma con phai biét du liéu trudc cach tra 10i nhitng
cau hdi héc bua cua clr toa.

Tai tru s¢ IDC/IDB thuGng cé mét s6 ky su’ cd van va chuyén vién ngoai qudc lam viéc tai
cho dé trg gilp k¥ thuét. Ky cuu nhat phai ké éng cd van Nguyén Phudc Du, Tién Si K Su
do Phai B0 Van Hoa Phap dai tho. K& dén la cac chuyén vién do cac cd quan thudc Lién Hiép
Qudc nhu' Chugng Trinh Phét Trién (UNDP) va T6 Chifc Lao Bong Qudc Té (ILO) cung cép.
Thém vao dd con cd cac chuyén vién cta T6 Chirc Ndng Sudt A Chau (APO) ma 6ng Diéu la
dai dién cua Viét Nam trong Hoi Dong Quan Tri. Sau cung va quan trong han ca la cac
chuyén vién do USAID tai trg, dac biét la trong giai doan giip TTKTKN (IDC) bién thanh
Ngan Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé (IDB). Cac ky su’ va chuyén vién IDC/IDB dugc cét clr lam
viéc chung véi cac ky su ¢§ van va chuyén vién ngoai qudc dé hoc hoi nhitng kién thic va
kinh nghiém trong cac lanh vuc chuyén mon cta ho nhu Quan Tri Xi Nghiép, K& Toan, va
cac nganh ky nghé san xuat khac nhau.

Pudng 16i rén luyén tai IDC/IDB chd trong vao kinh nghiém thuc hanh. Ong Biéu lai thudng
tao ra nhitng thir thdch dé cho dam ky su’ va chuyén vién tré cia minh cd dip thi thd tai
nang. Ti du nhu khi IDC trg thanh Ngan Héng Phat Trién Ky Nghé, cac kV su' va chuyén vién
xin co quan cung cap cu xa cho chuyén vién nhu thudng thdy tai cac ngan hang dugng thai.

Thay vi chap thuén, 6ng Piéu lai cho anh em mdt thar thach. Ong noi, ong sé khong xay cu
xa cho chuyén vién nhu tai cac ngan hang khac, nhung 6ng san sang trinh H6i Dong Quan
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Tri c8p cho ngén khoan dé cac anh em tu xay 18y cu xa, vi cdc anh em déu 13 ky su va
chuyén vién du moi nganh, néu khong tu xay dugc cu xa ma & thi ding trach ai.

Sau d6 anh em hang hai tu di kiém déat, vé hoa do, tinh “bé téng” c6t sat va hoan tat mét
cU xa 4 tang gdém 16 cdn, moi can cd 2 phong ngu, phong khach, phong an, phong tdm va
nha bép, tat ca day du tién nghi t6i tan. Cu xa lai cd san thugng véi h6é chlra nudc, cé nha
dau xe va ca mot khu vudn nho phia sau. Phan khdi trudc thanh qua tot dep cua cu’ xa dgt
1, anh em hoan t&t thém cu xa dgt 2, mét toa nha tuong tu, dem téng sb 1én 32 cén lam
nai cu tru cho gia dinh cac chuyén vién Ngan Hang va mot s6 chuyén vién ngoai qudc trong
thdi gian cong tac tai day. Tu xay ldy cu’ xa da cho anh em chuyén vién co hoi ap dung kién
thirc nghé nghiép cta minh, thau thap kinh nghiém lam viéc chung vdi nhau va véi cac nha
thau dé€ hoan tat mot cong trinh ma moi ngudi déu cam thdy tu’ hao. Hon nita s6ng gan g
nhu 1dng giéng véi nhau da that chat thém tinh than thiét gilra cac anh em cu ngu trong cu
xa. Nhin lai, moi ngudi déu cdm on 6ng Pi€u da cho anh em su thd thach dang ghi nhé
nay.

Sau mot thai gian dudc ren luyén, nhirng chuyén vién dugc coi la “thudc bai” va “bén nhon”
lai dugc trao cho nhifng trach nhiém ngay cang 16n hon dé€ cd cd hoi phat trién theo cong
viéc. Nguyén DPl'c Cudng, Tran Van Khdi, Hoang Bir'c Nha va Lé Thanh Nhan dudc biét phai
lén lam chuyén vién B6 Kinh T& dé gilp gidi quyét céc van dé vé thuong mai va ky nghé.
Sau nay Nh3 Ién 1am Téng Trudng Dan Van va Chiéu Hoi; Cudng lam Téng Trudng Thudng
Mai va Ky Nghé; Nhan lam Quan Tri Vién Cong Ty Viét Nam Suc San (VISSAN) da noéi &
trén; Khdi lam Téng Cuc Trudng Téng Cuc Dau Hoa va Khoang San. Ngoai ra, Phi Minh Tdm
dudgc trao tradch nhiém ding ra thanh 1ap va diéu hanh Vién Qudc Gia Dinh Chuén, L& Trong
Muu thiét l1ap va diéu hanh Khu Ché Xuat dau tién tai Tan Thuan Bong, bén kia song Sai
Gon. Riéng tbi, khai dau tir mot chuyén vién S& Nang Suat, t6i da lan lugt dugc giao phd
nhitng trach nhiém I6n dan: Chanh Su Vu S& Nghién Clru va Huan Luyén (IDC), Giam D4c
Nha C6 Déng Dau Tu (IDB), réi Tdéng Cuc Trudng Téng Cuc Phat Trién Dau Tu, mét ¢ quan
tu tri thudc B6 Kinh T& vdi trach nhiém diéu hanh V&n Phong Uy Ban Dau Tu va Trung Tam
Dich Vu Dau Tu.

3. Khong khi Lam Viéc va Truyén Thong IDC/IDB

Nhoém anh em IDB lam viéc chung Vi nhau trong mét bau khéng khi than thién, cgi mg va
thang than, ngudi nay gilp d& ngudi kia, hoc hdi lan nhau. Diéu dang ndi la tdi khéng hé
thdy cd su' ky thi va xich mich gitta cac anh em, b4t k€ nam nif va ngudn géc: ngudi Bac,
ngudi Trung, ngudi Nam, hoc trudng trong nudc hay cac trudng Anh, Phap, Hoa Ky, Gia Na
Pai, Uc, Tan Tay Lan... Dugc nhu vay, theo toi nghi 1a nhS 2 yéu t6:

. Trudc hét la ca tinh va dudng 16i 1anh dao cia ngudi Trudng Cd Quan. Chinh 6ng
Piéu la ngudi da chu trugng va nudi dudng mét truyén théng lam viéc dua trén su’ c6i ma
va thang than nghé nghiép, hang say trong cong tac va ton trong lan nhau. Han nita 6ng
da lam cho truyén théng tét dep dé tham nhuan vao moi nhan vién trong cd quan qua cach
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6ng diéu hanh cdng viéc hang ngay. Nhitng ngudi khdng biét rd vé dng cd thé nghi éng 13
nguGi Ianh dam, v6 cam - nguGi ta khdng thdy dng cuGi bao giG - nhung trong thuc t&€ 6ng
rat tha thiét vdi trach nhiém va “€ kip” cia minh. Ong thudng la rady nhan vién moi khi khong
lam c6ng téc chu ddo, tuy nhién ho hi€u 6ng khéng cé c y va coi dng nhu’ mét ngudi anh
nghiém khac vdi cac em, nhu’ng tot bung mudn cho cac em nén ngudi, hodac nhu mot 6ng
bau doi hdi moi ngudi trong “é kip”, k& ca éng, phai 8 géng hét sirc dé thdng cudc tranh
dua.

. Yéu t6 th(r hai la tu cach tu tri cia IDC/IDB. Vi c6 kha nang tu tai trg, khong phai 1€
thudc vao ngén sach quéc gia, nén cd quan dugc tuang ddi uyén chuyén trong viéc tuyén
chon nhan vién va diéu hanh cong viéc, khong bi rang budc bdi nhitng qui luat hanh chanh
nhiéu khi vo ly. Murc lugng cia nhan vién IDC/IDB ciing tuong déi cao han cac co quan
chinh pha, du d& cho anh em chi tdm vao cdng viéc va khdng bi cdm do kiém thém tién
cho du sdng. Vi vay khdng cd gi ngac nhién khi sau nay cac dinh ché phét trién do anh em
IDC/IDB dirng ra thanh lap va diéu hanh nhu da nodi trén déu la nhiing

cd quan cong lap tu' tri.

R&t tiéc rang nhitng dinh ché phat trién tan 1ap nay chua ¢ du thi gid dé trudng thanh va
déng gép dang k& vao cdng cudc phat trién dat nudc thi Viét Nam Cdng Hoa da bi that thu
vé tay COng San. Da s6 "€ kip” ki su’ va chuyén vién IDB da di tan dugc ra nudc ngoai, dem
tai ndng dong gdp cho cac qudc gia khdp 5 chau da cho ho ty nan. Tat ca moi ngudi déu
rat tu hao vé truyén thong IDB cia minh.

Ngay nay, anh Di€u d& vé huu, vui hudng cudc s6ng thanh binh, hanh phtic bén ngudi ban
dai la chi Marie trong cdn nha am cung tai thanh ph6’ San Francisco vdi gian b6ng giay ruc
rd trudc cira. Co diéu dac biét la “é klp" ngay xua cua anh tai IDB, sau hon 50 nam khong
con Iam viéc chung vGi nhau nifa, van con tim dén vdi anh, van hop mat hang ndm tai nha
anh, van gan bd va than mat vdi nhau nhu xua. Moi ngudi van quy mén anh nhu mot ngudi
anh ca, mot con chim dau dan, mot 6ng bau ganh diu dat “é kip.” Chi c6 mot diéu khac la
bay gi& ngudi ta thdy anh Diéu cudi nhiéu hon trudc!

Chtc anh chi biéu & Marie nhiéu strc khoé va hanh phic mdi ngay.

Nguyén D&ng Khoi

0. V6 Van Hué, UNIVERSITE DE NANTES

VAI KY NIEM VE :

NGAN HANG PHAT TRIEN KY NGHE VIET NAM
PHO BIEN KHOA HOC QUAN TRI X NGHIEP

TRONG CAC NGANH SAN XUAT KY NGHE O VIET NAM
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KY NIEM VE “SEP” TOI :

Mot thd@i gian dai cling gan ca chuc nam, t6i da cung
cong tac vdi nhiéu anh chi em & Ngan Hang Phat Trién
Ky Nghé Viét Nam qua nhiéu thdgi ky, hau hét cac anh
em tuy la “ga to” nhung “cua” ngudi nao ngudi nay da 01 VET AN CONG H0A
qua dao tao nén ciling sac bén 1am: khong sac bén sao 4

dugc vi lam viéc véi “éng Téng” “day bai ban” nhu vy,

Ay /4

nén khong “ca ré” dugc dau!

Co nhiéu anh em hoc xong & nudc ngoai vé “ta tuc” it
lau r6i di vé nhitng cd quan “then chét” cao han, cling
la “ga” clia ngdn Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé Viét Nam!
Bay gid nhin lai, diém qua cac ¢ quan khac ma hdi dé
ching t6i thudng xuyén ti€p xuc, thady “ga nha” cla
Ngan Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé Viét Nam “ngon lanh”
hon nhiéu! Ching toi, “dau ra d6” mdi ngudi mot viéc,
dau lung véi nhau ma lam; vi nhiéu viéc quda, anh em
chdng t6i lam caéi gi cling dat dudc Igi ich thay r6 - két qua thay lién trudc mat, vi thai ky
dé la thai ky dau xay dung nén tang cua chuong trinh “ky nghé hoa” clia dat nudc, cac
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cdng trinh con thénh thang 13m, ma Ngan Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé Viét Nam lai cé trong
trach xay dung chugng trinh nay!

T6i la ngudi khéng thudc td chirc clia ngan hang, nhung téi rat gan bd véi Ngan Hang Phat
Trién Ky Nghé Viét Nam ngay tUr IGc ddu thanh 18p, lic ndo thi téi cling nhan dudc su' than
mén va gilp d& cta tiing anh em & bét clf “S&” nao, nhét la ¢ S Nghién Clru Phat Trién do
anh Nguyén bang Khdi phu trach; dac biét la trong thai gian dai lam viéc truc ti€p véi anh
Khuang Hitu Biéu: m6t ngudi cé budc di nhu vira di vira sai, dling gi6 ding gidc, ti€ng noi
ron rang dé thuyét phuc, qua ly ludn vitng vang nén ldc nao thi ti cling thua! Lam cai gi
thi minh cling chuan bi “o bé&” k§ cang trudc, nhung dén lic “dung” véi anh Biéu thi Iic nao
t6i cling bi bat 16i, khong 10i ndy thi cling 10i khac! Lam chung vdi nhiéu anh em, nhung may
anh em kia thi it khi “dung” tryc ti€p vdi anh Piéu, du téi mudn “né” cling khdng dugc, vi
minh la ngudi phai truc tiép vdi anh Bi€u moi ngay!

Cé 18 nhd sdng trong “16 rén” dd vdi anh Piéu — qua thdi gian dai — nd cd anh hudng dén
cbng viéc va dgdi sdng cua toi rat nhiéu, mai cho dén bay gid!

Ky niém v3i anh Khuong Hitu Diéu thi sao k€ hét vi ngay nao ciling c6 lién lac truc tiép véi
anh, mai dén ca chuc ndm trdi, anh em ching téi da ghi lai nhiéu ky niém véi anh Diéu;
ngoai nhirng cng viéc hdng ngay nhu nhitng anh chi em khac, riéng téi thi téi muén ghi lai
day thém mot viéc rat ndi bat cla anh Diéu, mét cdng trinh cd Igi ich d& ddi ma nd xuét
phat tir viéc Iam cua anh Diéu : d 1a cong trinh thanh 18p va td chirc phé bién nganh Quan
Tri Xi Nghiép & Viét Nam: ma chinh anh Khuong Hitu Piéu la ngudi d& xudng va ciing la
“may Ui” chinh; con ching t6i — gom cé thém nhiéu anh em khac subt nhiéu nam trgi da
nhiét tinh tham gia truc ti€p thuGng xuyén nhu cac anh Nguyén Dang Khdi, Huynh Hiru
Han, BUi H6ng Cam, Nguyén Duy Tudng, Chu Tam Cudng, Lé Trong Muu, TU Van Minh, cd
Trdc Lam...

Bay gi&s, nhin lai thai ky dé — c6 thé 1dy mdc thdi gian cla nhitng ndm dau cla gilra thép
nién sdu mudi — viéc phé bién mét ky thudt quan tri khoa hoc méi cho cac nganh san xuét
& mét qudc gia, ma § do6 cac cong ty kinh doanh va xi nghiép san xuat vira méi thanh lap
dugc chirng vai nam, dé la cong viéc khong phai la dé! Birng trudc nhiéu cong ty xi nghiép
cd thé ndi 1a vira mdi thanh 18p, ho con U & - chua dinh hudng dugc hinh thc quan tri
doanh nghiép cta minh! That la mot cong trinh rat thach thdc, cd nhiéu khé khan, can ton
nhiéu thai gian dai va vdi nhiéu cong sutric tham gia ctia nhiéu ngudi!

Thai gian do, xi nghiép mdi ra ddi rat nhiéu, nd xudt phat tir su’ yém trg cia Ngan Hang
Phat Trién Ky Nghé Viét Nam vé t&t cd moi mat, ngudn vén la chinh, réi may mdc nira...
nhung cac “ong chd” xi nghiép muén dua nd vao san xuat hoan chinh thi xi nghiép nao
cling bi “ket” clrng, ho “nudt khong tr6i”! Nhu vay thi ho Idy von dau ma hoan lai cho Ngan
Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé Viét Nam, don vi da cho minh vay, nay ddo han roi!?

Hoat ddng ctia mét xi nghiép thi viéc chinh 1a té chirc san xuat va kinh doanh! Tl cdng
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tac san xudt dén van dé kinh doanh thi bt budc phai c6 “bai ban”, phai biét td chirc con
ngudi, sap x€p may mdc, van dung nguyén liéu, sir dung tai chinh hiéu qua, nhét la van dé
td chirc tiéu thu san pham... phai ¢ phuong phap 1dm méi thanh céng, méi c6 ngudn thu
ma hoan von lai dugc!

Cac nha dau tu thgi d6, cé nhiéu ngugi an hoc ding mur, cling tot nghlep G cac trudng Tay
ndi tiéng & Phap, nhu Bac si Bli Kién Tin, 6ng ba Dugc si Nguyen van Trang Nguyen thi
Hai, Dugc si La Thanh Nghé - Dugc si La Thanh Trung, Ky su Nguyen van Hai, Tién si Hoa
hoc Pham v&n Hai, nhiéu I83m khdng ké hét... tat ca déu “loay hoay” khi dung véo viéc diéu
hanh mot don vi xi nghiép san xuat véi qui mé tam voc “ky nghé&”, khong con la thu cong
nhu ngay trudgc !

NHIN LAI QUA TRINH DAO TAO CHUYEN NGANH THOI PO :

BAI BAN DAO TAO & CAC TRUONG “TAY” :

Cach nay cling han n(ra thé ky, ai dugc “di hoc Tay” vé la hau nhu ca nudc déu biét nguai
dd ! Ho thudc vé 18p “kem” thugng Iuu cta xa héi thai bay gid!

Ho tu nhién da cd dia vi trong xa hoi va da “an nén lam ra” my man roi, nhung dén giai
doan phét trién — k§ nghé hda dat nudc, ho ciing la ngudi s6m nhét di theo trao luu phat
trién ndy. Nhung dén lic va cham vao thuc té cla linh vuc san xuét cé tdm voc qui mé ky
nghé hda, thi nhu cdu diéu hanh phai c6 phuang phap: Iic d6 ngudi ta méi hiéu 13 kinh
nghiém va nghé nghiép minh da hoc qua thi chi “nu6t tr6i” dugc nganh nghé chuyén mon
minh da hoc ma thoi!

Lay kinh nghiém cua ban than t6i, toi nhd la theo chuang trinh giang day thdi d6 & Phap,
ai chon nganh dao tao chuyén moén nao thi ranh vé cai nghé cia minh chon; ch(r thdi do,
dau cé mdn nao ma ngudi ta truyén day cho minh phucng phap hay ky thuét dé t6 chiic
san xuét — d& quan ly cu thé vé cai nganh minh hoc dau!

Bai vay, khi ching t6i gap nhau bén Ié mét khoad hoc (Marketing do 6ng ? Winter day) —
nhém hoc vién nay la “I6p kem” cla xa hoi goi la co ti€éng tam, ngudi tri thirc — nguGi cd
hoc cua thai d6 — sau lung ho la nguGi nao cling ¢ xi nghiép san xuat I6n véi s6 cong nhan
tr vai tram ngudi. Hom dé gém c6 Bac si Bui Kién Tin, Dugc si Nguyen Thi Hai, anh Phan
Pang Ky, Dugc si Dang Quéc Ca, Truong Khdc Can..., moi ngudi déu tram trd vé cai hay,
nhifng cai ky thudt “chia khda” xem nhu cdng cu qua 1a cu thé can thiét cho céc cdng tac
diéu hanh mot xi nghiép san xuat “phai c6™

Bac si Tin thi cr chdc IuGi khen tdi khen Iui hoai, bac bao la t6i tham du khda hoc nay thi
t6i thay la toi da trd thanh con ngudi méi, chr khong nhu trudc day! Toi ap dung né cho ca
dGi sdng hang ngay cua t6i nra! Chi Hai thi c Idc dau va mim mdi chac IuGi hoai, bao la
t6i chi dugc ti€p thu chua hét I6p hoc nay, ma t6i da thady thdi gian dai da qua trong san
xuat va kinh doanh truéc day, téi da qua “dot” chi biét diéu hanh theo nhan dinh ctia minh
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toan la sai, du la t6i cd thanh cong nhu ngay nay!

P3c biét anh Ddng qudc Ca, anh &y phat bi€u hét sirc nghiém nghi, long trong I13m, anh
trinh bay rat chi tiét, anh Iat tap ghi chép bai clia anh dy ra va vira phan tich lai — vira dién
giang lai nhitng déc diém ma anh &y d3 “mé” tir bai giang & I8p; anh trinh bay su két hop
Ung dung ngay nhitng gi anh ti€p thu dugc trong Vién Bao Ché cua anh dy nhu thé nao...!
Qua cUr chi trinh bay nghiém chinh cta anh Cd, méi thay anh dy qui nhirng “c6ng cu - tac
vu mdi” ma anh ti€p thu dudc trong I8p hoc, anh xem nhu la mot “liéu thuéc mdi” cho cong
tac diéu hanh xi nghiép cia minh! Viéc nay da gay an tugng nhat cho t6i t&i bay gig! Vi
chinh t6i cling da dam mé mot mén hoc mdi ¢o Igi ich rd rang, cd su’ phan tich rd tiing chi
tiét trong moi cong viéc — moi tac déng, khong phai trong cong viéc ma thdi, ma né cling
da dugc ap dung ludn trong ddi s6ng hang ngay cia minh!

DANH TU TIEP THI :

Bai gidng thi bang tiéng Anh, ma khi anh em ngdi lai d&€ sinh hoat & 18p, danh tir nao thi
anh em cﬁng déu théng qua subt, nhung dén chir Marketing thi du |a anh em déu hiéu
nghla cla ng, nhung ddt cho né mét danh tur Viét dang thi anh em c(r loay hoay, hét chir
nay roi dén chit khac, van thay khong suon! Toi nhd ro lac dd, anh Nguyen Duy Tudng dé
nghi dung danh tUr TIEP THI! Anh em IUc d6 c6 dudc |0i thoat déu dong y chon ngay chit
TIEP THI nay! Cr nghi 1a dung tam danh tir d6, nhung chir TIEP THI nay van dugc st dung
mai cho dén ngay nay & Viét Nam! Day ciling la m6t ky niém cua t6i vé nganh quan tri xi
nghiép ma mot thdi gian dai, anh em ching t6i da c6 mét thGi dong gop xay dung lén &
Viét Nam, dan da n6 da ma rong ra theo nhu cau ngay cang I6n manh Ién theo nén kinh té
phat trién 1én... cho dén ngay nay!

NHIN LAI VAN HOA GIAO DUC O VIET NAM NGAY TRUOC:

Thdi xua, v8i may 6ng D6 Nho, thi chi “day lam ngu@i” la chinh, vi thdi dé nguGi minh sdng
don gian véi nghé néng nhan ha, tréng lta chi d€ du &n, tréng thém md rau — vai cay &n
trai va ca tom da cd san dudi ao nha... V& sau, khi dat nudc nam dudi su do hd clia ngudi
Phap, thi ngudi minh dugc c6 thém nhitng san phdm khac dugc nhdp tir nudc Phap ché
sang, nhu dudng, sira, vai voc, thudc men... Ca nudc, ban dau nudc ta dudc cai tri toan bo
la ngudi Phap, k& ca nhitng dng thay day chif ciing 1a ngudi Phap!

TU ché dd cai tri d8, vai su’ ap dat hé thdng gido duc nhiéu 13m 1a dé thdng hiéu dugc van
hda cdn ban cta ngudi Phap! Ch& ngudi dan thudc dia lam gi cé trudng dao tao nao co
dudc tinh chat phat trién dau! Thuc phdm cin ban thi dén ban dia tu' lam ma &n, cac san
pham ché bién khac thi nha giau méi ti€p can dugc.

Dan da vé sau, ngudi Phap ndi 16ng han, mé trudng cao cap hon, d€ dao tao I8p ngudi tiép
tay vdi ho dé€ cai tri dan ban x{, budc dau Ia dao tao nhitng ngudi cé trinh d6 hay it nhiéu
chuyén mon dé dao tao ra nhitng ngudi phuc vu cé chilic néng la thu ky phuc vu cho cac
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“guan Tay” ding dau tinh hodc cac bé phan chuyén moén thudc tinh. Lau ngay vé sau, cac
Thay Thong Thay Ky ngudi minh [én ngach dan, vé&i chifc ham thdi dé goi la B6c Phu Sur!

Nhin vao qua trinh k€ trén, dé thdy cdng tac dao tao thdi do, ngudi ta chi dao tao cho muc
dich cai tri, khdng chi trong vao viéc phuc vu cho cdng ddng phat trién. Thdi ky nay, dan
cé tién thi gui con di Tay hoc, & trong nudc thi dau co trudng nao day cao han, ma thuc té
thi trong nudc dau cb luc lugng san xuét nao “ra hon”, san pham ché bién thi hau hét Ia
nhap tUr Phap, vi thé nhu cau dao tao nghé nghiép thi khong cd!

DIEM QUA LUC LUONG SAN XUAT HANG HOA TRUOC KHI CO NGAN HANG PHAT TRIEN
KY NGHE VIET NAM :

Khi Trung Tadm Khuéch Truang Ky Nghé Viét Nam da tré thanh Ngan Hang Phat Trién Ky
Nghé Viét Nam, cdng viéc rd rang phai thay ddi hoan toan vi trong trach cta nd la phai thiét
lap va canh tan mot luc lugng san xuat thu cong lac hau thanh 13p dudi thdi Phap thudc,
nhu “Xa bdng Viét Nam”, vGi san phdm “xa béng Viét Nam 72% dau” ma hdi d6 ngudi
ta vira tdm vira gidt quan do — né dugc treo bang quang cao khap noi; vé sau ho cd ra thém
1 san phdm nita ddc biét dung dé€ tdm, dé 1a“xa bdng c6 Ba”, dudc déng gdi hinh nén
mau xanh, & gilra cd in hinh “c6 Ba” mdc dao dai — téc bdi... ma moi ngudi déu cho do la
hinh cta ba Trudng van Bén, vg ong “HOi Bong Bén” chi hang Xa Bong Viét Nam thdi bay
gig!

M6t san pham tugng trung khac 13 “kem ddnh rdng” mang nhan hiéu “KOOL”, khdng biét
chir KOOL la gi, nhung dugc biét san pham nay la cia anh Huynh van Xinh, nha & va cling
la cai xudng hdi d6 nam trudc chg An Dong. Kem danh rédng nay dung trong mot hdp bang
nhdm, ma& ndp ra la mot cuc nhd hinh tron nhu cuc xa béng, mau héng hdng, dung ban
chai cha xat néi bot I1én va c(r thé dung d€ danh rang!

Thdi con Tay mai cho dén khi Ngéan Hang Phat Trién K§ Nghé Viét Nam ra ddi, thudc tri binh
thi hoan toan la dugc nhap tor Phap qua, nén trong dan gian thi ai cling goi la “thudc tay”,
danh ttr ndy van con luu truyén mai cho dén ngay nay! Khong phai riéng thudc tay, ma bat
cl’ mat hang ché bién nao - nhu vai — dudng — sira... cling déu tuy thudc vao hang nhap
cang tu Phap!

Khéng hi€u chinh quyén thdi Phap thudc ho mudn nd 1é hda Viét Nam phai tuy thudc vao
nén kinh té cta ho, hay tai vi trong thdi ky chién tranh ho phai lo viéc binh bién, nén viéc
canh tan dat nudc thi bi ngudi ta bo quén!?

SU PHAT TRIEN CAC NGANH KY NGHE , S
TRONG THOT KY HOAT DONG CUA NGAN HANG PHAT TRIEN KY NGHE VIET NAM

Cac nganh ky nghé thgi d6 phat trjé’n qua nhanh chéng, nhG vao cac chugang trinh trg gidp
phat trién ky nghé va su’ hudng dan chuyén mén vé cac loai mdy mdc thich hgp va nhét 1a
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viéc trg gitp v8n tir Ngan Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé Viét Nam da xay dung mét luc lugng
san xuat dong bé mot cach nhanh chéng!

Cong dong dan ching phat trién nhanh, kinh t& & Viét Nam thdi ky d6 c6 anh hudng it nhiéu
theo su hién dién cua nguGi My dén Viét Nam, tuy nhién theo chinh sach ctia Chinh Phu
Viét Nam Cong Hoa thdi doé co6 xu hudng xay dung su tu tuc, do d6 nhu cau san xuat cac
loai hang hda déu dugc xem Ia can thiét d€ dap ('ng nhanh, thay thé cho cdc mat hang
nhap cang, ma xua nay ngudi minh phai song dua vao nhap cang tu thGi Phap, va sau nay
13 tUr Vién Trg My!

Ngéan Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé Viét Nam dudc giao trong trach t6 chirc va xdy dung cac
nganh san xuat theo qui mo ky nghé hda & Viét Nam thagi do6 ! bay that su' la mot cong trinh
lich st trong cong cudc phat trién kinh té€ ctda Viét Nam. Ching ta hay nhin qua qua trinh
xay dung cac cdng trinh phat trién kj nghé ma Ngan Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé Viét Nam
trudc day da thuc hién, dé thay lai nhitng cong trinh ma anh chi em Ngan Hang Phét Trién
Ky Nghé Viét Nam da gay dung |én dudi su diéu hanh clia anh Khugng Hiru

Diéu.

Su' thanh cdng d& qua - thi ngoai Ngan Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé Viét Nam - dudng nhién
la con 6 sy’ tham gia cuia toan thé dan vi yém trg khac nhu Vién Qudc Gia Binh Chuan do
anh Phi Minh Tam lam Téng Gidm D8&c, Tdng Cuc Phat Trién Dau Tu do anh Nguyén Dang
Khéi lam Téng Cuc Trudng, ... ma trong nhitng don vi yém trg d6 con ¢é mdt dan vi “con
nudi” clia Ngan Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé Viét Nam, d6 la Hoi Quan Tri Xi nghiép Viét Nam,
vi céi Hoi ndy 1a do Ngan Hang Phat trién Ky Nghé Viét Nam dé xuéng céc Cong Thuang Ky
Nghé gia Viét Nam thanh 14p ra, va anh Khuong Hitu Diéu lién tuc dugc bau lam Cha Tich
nhiéu khoa tur ngay thanh Iap (nam 1967) dén ngay minh mat nudc (nam 1975)!

CO QUAN “TU THIEN":

O HOi Quan Tri Xi Nghiép Viét Nam thi gdm c6 nhiéu thanh vién dugc bau vao Ban Chap
Hanh, gém c6 nhiéu vién chirc cap lanh dao nhu 6ng Truong Van Qui — Chu tich dai dién
cho Téng Poan Cdng Ky Nghé Viét Nam, 6ng Nguyén van Khai — Phd Chu tich 1am dai dién
cho Phong Thudng Mai Viét Nam, dac biét la c6 su’ tham gia cua nhiéu anh em da ting
tham gia chinh phu c6 chirc danh T6ng — B Trudng trong chinh quy&n nhu’ cdc anh Truong
Thai Ton, Au Ngoc HO, H6 Tan Phat, Tran Quy Than,Vd Van Nhung, Pham Minh DuGng, ...
va nhiéu thanh vién khac Ia chu tich hay téng gidm déc cua nhitng céng ty — xi nghiép thudc
cac nganh kinh doanh I6n trong nuédc.

HGi Quan Tri Xi Nghiép Viét Nam la mét don vi tu tri, nudi duGng ma& rong nhan su’ 16n dan
lén Itc dd cling gan dugc 30 anh chi em, vi lic d6 hoat ddng cla Hoi da chinh thirc thanh
Iap Vién Quan Tri Xi Nghiép Viét Nam d& md trudng dao tao nganh quan tri xi nghiép cho
dat nudc, nén ngudi nao cling phai x(rng dang ddng viéc ctia ngudi do tuy rang trong nhom
nhan su' nay cd 3 ngudi khuyét tat. Trong dé cé 2 anh la dang hoc cr nhan, mot anh la
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chau ctia TU Van Minh, va mo6t anh la con cia mét chi (?) lam thu ky danh may clda ngan
hang minh, hai anh néy déu bi binh polio, va mét anh nifa bi mat mét con mat la chau cla
chi Dugng (thu ky cta anh Diéu), vi tuy |a ho di dirng khd khdn nhung tdi van st dung ho
ddng vao cbng viéc ma khéng phai can sir dung dén cdp chan cda ho! Tao mét cong viéc
dé& cho anh em cé co hdi hoc tiép tuc thi minh tiéc gi! Mién la ndng suét cdng viéc van dugc
bao dam!

Thdi d6, mdi tudn 1a Ban Chap Hanh hop mot [an tai vén phong cua Hoi Quan Tri Xi Nghiép
Viét Nam, c6 bira dé Cha Tich Khuong Hitu Diéu dén sém hon thudng 1€, 6ng di mdt vong
trong van phong va noi véi toi la "téi vo van phong cua anh, téi tuong téi di vé mot co quan
tr thién cha”! Toi giut minh qua nhén dinh cda chu tich Diéu, tdi hiéu 1a ch tich Piéu nhin
thdy trong co quan tdi cd dén 3 nhéan vién “tan tat”, nén da phat bi€éu nhu thé! Lic dé toi
béi r6i chua biét tra I8i thé nao, nhung tdi thdy chu tich Diéu “cudi”, mét nu cudi rat tuci
va rét vui vé, tdi mirng qua vi téi hi€u la chu tich Pi€u da dong tinh vdi toi vé cach st dung
3 anh em tan tat do, va thdng cam vdi tdi bang cau dua vui “cd quan tu thién” nay!

C6 Ié nhG nhirng tinh cam ma t6i cd ddi v&i 3 anh em do, nén khi dam ngudi mdi dén “ti€p
quan” cd quan cua toi, ho dau to toi la giam dbc boc 16t nhan vién, cé hoat dong gop phan
lam giau cho tu ban dé chéng pha cach mang, ... 3 ngudi ndy 1a nong cét phan d6i manh
mé nhat, co |I€ ho da la ngudi tan tat r6i, "cui réi khéng so' I6 nifa” nén ho chdng tra hét I3i!
Co Ié nhG vay ma toi mdi thoat dugc cai “mi” chup Ién dau minh! Mirng dudc tai qua nan
khoi! Ch(r khong thi minh phai di hoc tap “mut mua”!

Nhéan dip anh Djéu cho t6i cd hdi dong gdép mot vai ky niém vdi anh em ban xua cli da mot
thdi lam viéc moi ngay véi nhau, con nhiéu chuyén Iam, mong cd ngay anh em dudc tai ngd
nhau dé ké cho nhau nghe vé nhitng chuyén ddi xua.

Cau xin cdc anh em va gia dinh van day du sic khde, chi tiéc 1a anh em minh bay gi& thay
chuc qua chdc lai va lau lau lai thay chia bu6n thoi...

P. Ngo Pic Chién California State University, Sacramento
BSCE 1973, MSCE 1980
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chuwong trinh Cao hoc cuing nganh nam 1980 tir trwd'ng Dai Hoc Tiéu Bang California tai
Sacramento. Sau do téi lam viéc & Cong ty John J. Kasner Consulting Engineers tai khu
Manhattan thudc thanh phé New York véi tw cach 1a mét ky sw tap sw trwédce khi tré vé Viét
Nam vao thang M6t nam 1974.
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Sau khi tr& lai Viét Nam, t6i rat nong long muén ap dung nhung klen thirc vé nganh Ky sw
Coéng Chéanh vao viéc tai xay dwng nén kién tric ha tang cta quéc gla Qua sw gioi thiéu
ctia mot ngwdi ban, tdi ndp don xin vao lam tai Ngan Hang Phéat Trién Ky Nghé (IDB) ma
khong biét & minh sé& lam 1 i Vi tAdm bang Ky sw Céng Chanh. Héa ra, ngan hang nay dang
& trong giai doan phat trién va cé ké hoach xay dwng mét toa nha van phong mai; toa nha
nay dwoc duw dinh 1am noi dén tiép cac thwong khach ngoai quéc va dé cho tat ca cac nhan
vién ngan hang cung lam viéc dwdi mot mai nha. Toa nha méi nay sé dwoc xay dyng tai sb
6, dwdng Thai Lap Thanh, canh bén mét ngdi dén thd ciia ngwdi An D6 va nam ngay sau
khach san Caravel, khoang 5 phut di b6 tlr van phong hién tai cua ngan hang toa lac tai sb
40 Pai 16 Nguyén Hué. T6i may man dugc moi phéng van va duwoc tuyen dung ngay tai ché.
Ngwéi Quan ly Nhan vién yéu cau téi bat dau 1am viéc vao tuan ké tiép.

Hai nam trwéc khi tdi vé nuwdc, Ban Diéu Hanh IDB da quyét dinh néi réng co sé ngan hang
va chon ra mét nhém céng tac co trach nhiém thiét ké tda nha van phong méi. Cac thanh
vién ctia nhém la hai Kién tric sw Lé Van Ldm va Huynh Kim Mang va K§ sw H6 Van Chéan.
Khi téi vé Viét Nam thi d6 an thiét ké da dwoc hoan tat va mot nha thau da dwoc chon lya.
M6 hinh clia tda nha méi cling da dwoc dwng xong va trinh bay rat ndi bat tai trung tam tang
trét cia van phong IDB tai sé 40, Dai 16 Nguyén Hué.

Toi dwoc giao pho tro' gilip anh Pham Tién Nam, Truwéng dy &n. Vai thang sau, Kién tric
st Quach Van Ha dwoc bo sung vao nhdm. Nhuw vay, nhém ba nguwoi ching toi c6 trach
nhiém quan ly viéc xay dwng cua dy an “khong 16” nay.

Toi con nhé tda nha nay c6 mdt vé nhin rat doc dao. N6 la mét céu truc hinh tron (dwdng
kinh khoang chirng 75 mét) va cao muwei tAng, dwoc thiét ké bang bé téng cbt sat bao gébm
mot tang hAm va mét tda nha dng c6 san dap may bay truc thang trén tang thwong. Vi no
c6 hinh éng nén khong c6 phong nao vuéng gdéc trong tda nha nay.

Vi vay viéc thiét ké cac da va xa ngang la moét thach thire 16n cho chung t6i. Déi véi phan
moéng, vi I&p dat bén dwéi phan Ién |1a dat phu sa, dat sét va mach nuwéc ngdm, Ky sw cb
van quyét dinh ding clr bé tdng va mong riéng biét dé chdng d& céu tric dé sd nay. Co
khoang 50 méng riéng biét, méi mong dwoc chdng d& béi tr 25 dén 50 cay cir bé téng
duwoc dong xudng dat sau khodng 50 mét.
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Trach nhiém cua t6i la quan ly cong trinh xay dwng va kiém dinh phdm chét céng trinh tai
chd. Thanh that ma néi, téi cé thé quan ly viéc xay dwng nhwng lai gap khé khan vé kiém
dinh pham chét vi nhirng nguoi ky su va kién tric sw nay dung tiéu chuén Chau Au trong
thiét ké trong khi téi lai dwoc huan luyén dung tiéu chuan My. Toa nha dwoc thiét ké bang
bé téng cbt sat va tdi biét c6 hai thong sbé toi phai kiém soat, dé la sirc nén clia bé téng va
do6 déo tdi da cha thép. Dé lam diéu nay, tdi phai dwa vao phong thi nghiém kiém tra vat liéu
tién hanh kiém tra theo tiéu chuan ctia My tai Sai Gon.

Budi hop vé dw an dwoc td chirc vao mébi thir hai hdng tuan dé duyét lai nhirng tién trién
cta cong trinh xay dwng ciing nhw dé giai quyét nhivng van dé khoé khan gi chwa dwoc giai
quyét. Viéc tham gia budi hop la bat budc va nhivng nguwdi thwdng xuyén dy hop la anh
Pham Tién Nam (Trwéng Ban Diéu Hanh Dy An), cac 6ng L& Van Lam va Huynh Kim Mang
(kién tric sw), dng H6 Van Chan (ky sw), va tai (k§ sw truc tiép diéu hanh dw &n). Bubi hop
duwoc diéu hanh béi 6ng Khwong Hivu Diéu (Téng Giam Déc). Du rat ban ron, éng ludn cb
gang tham dw budi hop vi day |a thei gian 6ng dé toan tam toan tri theo dai tién trién cong
trinh va giadi quyét nhirng van dé kho khan xay ra trong qua trinh xay dwng. M6t diéu tha vi
la trong budi hop hang tuan nay, khi ban vé cac van dé kj thuat, 6ng Diéu thworng diéu hanh
budi hop bang ba ngdn ngi¥: dng ndi tiéng Phéap véi cac 6ng kién tric sw va ky sw, noi tiéng
Anh véi téi va anh Nam, va tiéng Viét v&i ngudi thw ky. Chinh tai budi hop nay, t6i da gap
6ng Diéu 1an dau tién. Twong tw nhw budi hop ndi tiéng “Huan luyén nhan vién vao séng
ther ba” cling dwgc diéu hanh b&i 6ng Diéu, tai budi hop nay, ong yéu cau méi chung toi
trinh bay nhirng khé khan gép phai trong céng tac. Ong mong muon ching toi lam viéc that
chinh xac trong céng tac, ky Iuo’ng trong viéc diéu tra, va két luan luén luén dwa trén nhirng
chirng ct khoa hoc. Cau néi ndi tiéng chia dng la “cac anh phai hoc thudc bai”, cé nghia la
cac anh phai rét rédo ky cang téi da dbi véi céng tac ma cac anh thyc hién. T6i d3 hoc hai
dwoc nhiéu tv 6ng khi lam viéc cho 6ng trong dw an nay.

Cong tac cua toi tai IDB chdm dit vao ngay 30, thang 4, ndm 1975, sau khi t6i lam viéc
dwoc muoi lam thang. Trong subt théi gian do, ching téi da hoan tat phan nén moéng, bai
dau xe trong tang hdm, va chuan bj d6 bé téng vao tang chinh. Vao nam 1989, tirc 1a 14
nam sau, khi t6i trd lai Viét Nam, tdi quyét dinh ghé tham céng trwdrng cii. That ngac nhién
la noi &y nhin rat gibng ngay xwa khi t6i ra di; khéng c6 gi thay dbi ngoai trir tt ca nhirng
cot sat che da bj hoen ri. Ngéi nha dwng tam dé 1am van phong tai cong trwéng bay gio da
bi quan linh chiém déng. Toi dieng lang |é gitra cong truong, hoi twdng lai ky niém nhirng
ngay xwa, va twdng twong rang sé y nghia biét bao néu téi c6 thé hoan tat du an. Ngay nay,
noi nay la Khach San Sheraton Saigon & Towers.

Ngé Buc Chién
Garden Grove, California
March 25, 2016
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Q. Thai Vinh Khiém, Bowling Green State University — Ohio

Thai Vinh Khiém — Thang Hai nam 2016

HOm nay, ngoi viét bai nay, t6i dugc song lai quang ddi minh cach day trén 40 nam — noi
rd hon la bat dau tir thap nién 1970. Khi dugc biét t6i dd hoc xong chuang trinh cao hoc va
nha trudng hlra sé guri bang vé Viét Nam, t6i quyét dinh khdng & lai di du budi 1€ ra trudng
dé dugc vé nudc sém han.

TOi t&i cam on va tir biét 6ng Luang Nhi Ki/ T6ng Lanh Su Viét Nam & San Francisco vi lic
dé toi la nhan vién dia phuong dudi quyén 6ng. Chuc toi di vé binh an xong, ong cap cho
t6i mét chiéu khan sau thang ra vao nhiéu lan cho phep tdi c6 thé trg vé My n&u muédn. Ong
la ngudi toi rat kinh mén vi tinh tinh nhan hau, thang than, va binh di ctia 6ng.

Sau mot tudn & nghi ngai, di thdm than nhan 13 t&i ltc phai lo di kiém viéc. Toi dang phan
van chua biét lam gi thi em gai toi cho biét cd chi ban cung s& c6 chong lam & Trung Tam
Phat Trién Ky Nghé dang thu nhan nhan vién va khuyén khich tdi t&i dé nap don. Nhd do
tdi dugc anh L4m H® phong van va thau nhdn vao lam trong Doan Tin Dung. Phai thi that
khi kéu anh LA&m H& 1a “anh” tdi rat ai ngai. Toi thdy thoai mai hon khi kéu 1a “dng” vi toi
khi d6 con tré 13m va dng lai la c8p trén. Tuy nhién 6ng ndi dng chi han téi vai tubi va mudn
t6i kéu la “anh” nén tdi xin chiu theo y ong.

Luc dau toi dudc chi dinh vao Poan Tin Dung B cia anh Tur Van Minh r6i khi ¢ thém Doan
Tin Dung D t6i dugc chuyén qua Doan nay. Ngan Hang thudc loai ngdn hang phat trién nén
khong lo dich vu nhan tién ky thac nhu cac ngan hang thugng mai ma chi chuyén cap tin
dung cda chinh phu tai trg thuc hién hodc khuéch truong cac du an ky nghé ma théi. Co
thé ndi da s6 cac du an ky nghé 18n trong nudc déu nhan su tai trg cla Ngan Hang. Khi

635



béng gap Tay

clu xét ho sc vay cac chuyén vién thudc nhiéu nganh nhu tai chanh, ky thuat, kinh t€, ti€p
thi... can thuc hién cac nghién cltu kha thi. Cong viéc tuy khd va doi hdi nhiéu thai gian
nhung ngugc lai gitp cac chuyén vién cam thay dugc thr thach va m& mang kién thirc
nhiéu.

Vao lic Ngan Hang dua ra Chuang Trinh Phat Trién Ti€u Cong Nghé phan I6n & cac tinh toi
xin dugc dua qua Chuong Trinh nay vi mong c6 cd héi hoc hoi thém nhitng diéu mdi la.
Cac ban lam chung ¢ Ngan Hang da viét nhiéu vé khong khi va tinh than lam viéc rat dac
biét & nai day r6i. T6i chi xin thém mot vai diéu dén bay gig, khi da vé huu sau mady thap
nién lam viéc & bén nha hay bén My, mdi khi nghi lai t6i thay van dugc vui trong long.

DPlng vay, nhd di vé cac tinh toi dudc viéng nhiéu noi trong nudc nhu: tham cac canh dong
ménh mdng thdng canh co bay, tdi cac tinh mién Tay va mién Dong, viéng séng Tién séng
Hau, di mién Trung nhu Hué, Quang Tri... C6 nhitng nai cudc séng tuong ddi con dugc an
toan nhu Long Xuyén, Can Tha, lai cd cho khac bi chién tranh tan pha nhu Quang Tri, Hau
Nghia...

Do la ndi vé dat nudc con vé dan tinh ddi vdi toi lai dac biét hon nira. Cang ngay toi cang
thay vd&i mét thién nhién tru phd nhu vay dang ly ra ngu@i dan hién lanh chat phac x minh
phai dugc hudng mot cudc s6ng no am, an binh hon.

Toi con nhd co [an lam viéc xong vai khach hang tai nha ngudi nay & gilra canh dong, nhom
ching t6i xin phép ra vé. Luc d6 da dirng trua nén 6ng mot muc gilr chdng t6i & lai dung
com véi dng. Trudce l1dong hi€u khach chan tinh cta 6ng chiing tdi khdng thé tir chéi. Chi it
lau sau, nguGi nha dem ra may dia day tom, ca va ga. T6i ngac nhién hoi thi dugc 6ng giai
thich do toan la nhitng mén “cay nha Ia vuan” bat tir lach va vudn sau nha ma cd. Con nira,
dGi vai ngudi g6c Bac nhu tbi chif “qua” nghe tir miéng mot 6ng hay ba trong Nam dirng
tudi xung hd vdi minh nd ngot ngao, thdn méat va nhiéu tinh ngudi 1am sao!

Tuy khdng cdm sung dé bao vé dat nudc nhung diéu nay khdng cé nghia Ia khi lam cdng
viéc ciia minh anh em trong Ngan Hang khéng ddi dau vdi nhirng nguy hiém cua chién
tranh. Anh L4m HG va Pham Tién Nam da ké lai mét vai kinh nghiém clia minh. O day toi
xin néi thém mot vai “chuyén vui buén” nita.

Mot kinh nghlem budn 13 khi téi dAn mot phai doan ngoai qudc di V|eng thanh pho Quang
Tri sau nam 1972. Ngi day chi con la nhiing dong gach cdt xi mang do nat dén noi khong
con mdt con dudng nguyén ven nao trong khi min va bom dan chua né thi ndm la liét &
khédp nai. BE dugc an toan ching tdi d& phai nhd dén anh em Thay Quan Luc Chién Iai xe
Jeep di dan dudng.

Co lan t6i khong con nhd & vung nao ma chi nhd cé mot [éu tranh xiéu veo gilra mot manh
dat khd can ¢ gid théi lam bui bay 13 Ia trén mat dat khién toi lién tudng téi canh trong
phim “For A Few More Dollars” hay “The Good, The Bad, The Ugly” gi d6. Naoi day t6i gap
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hai dng ba cu da I3n tudi cd mdt con trai duy nhat nhdp ngli m&y ndm rdi nhung gid da bat
tin va co 1€ da hy sinh ndi chién trudng. Diéu lam toi xic déng manh la nghe ong ndi khi
qua dgi ong sé khong can mua Quan tai vi da 6ng du day dé chén ong r6i. Luc dé toi mdi
déy thay da 6ng vura day vira san sui nhu' da voi vay. Ong cho biét moi ngay 6ng phai lan
nuSc man vao rirng nhat cdi d€ kiém &n. Khi budc [én dat lién, anh ndng mat trdi lam bay
hai nudc chi d€ lai mudi up da nén riét da 6ng day va ciing nhu vay!

Trong mét chuyén di Hau Nghia clfu xét hd s mét nha mdy dudng ti€u cong nghé thi nghe
tiéng sting cdi hay dai bac nd & gan dd. Trong cdu chuyén, 6ng chi nha may yéu cau toi
néu cd ai hdi thi tra I8 téi khdng dén dé cho vay ma chi d& coi xem ¢ hun vén dugc khdng
vi 6ng sg s€ co ngudi tGi doi ong “ddéng thué€” sau d6. Xong viéc toi dé nghi bac tai 1ai xe ra
cho kiém quan &n trua. Bac ndi nén ddi vé gan Sai Gon da vi du da dung sd xe an t& nhung
trén dudng di Viét COng nam vung da bao cdo Ién trén vé su hién dién cla ching toi roi.
An toan han hét la nén di khdi ngi d6 cang s6m cang t6t.

M6t [an khac xe dang chay thi & phia trudc bi 6 phuc kich. Tdi vao quan bén dudng ubng
nudc dé chd. Pang ngdi cd ngudi dap manh vao vai va kéu tén tdi. Khi quay lai téi nhan ra
mot anh ban cung I8p thdi con & trung hoc nay da deo lon dai iy dan mét doan quan xa di
qua ngi do va cling bi ket nhu t6i.

it 1au sau, 6ng T8ng Gidm DBc kéu tdi 1én va khuyén nén can than hon méi khi di tinh, vi
néu cé diéu gi xay ra Ong rat kho noi chuyén véi than nhan cla téi va cla cac ban dong
nghiép di cung. Ldc dé téi mdi thay Ong dé y theo ddi va lo cho sy an toan cia nhan vién.

Toi con nhd trong thdi ky bén nha bi nan thi€u dudng an, cd quan Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) hay World Bank (?) cé guri mdt phai doan chuyén vién qua dé gidp. Toi
dugc chi dinh lam viéc v&i ho va hdi ho cé cach gi giup minh khéng? Mot thanh vién tra |0i
la s& nghién ctru va dé nghi tai trg cho minh mét nha may san xuat dudng tan ti€n va hiru
hiéu nhat. Toi trinh bay chlng t6i da cd san may nha may & Hau Nghia, Quang Ngai... nhung
phai hoat dong cam chirng vi ly do an ninh nén khong trong dugc du mia dung cho nha
may. Ngoai ra, néu xay thém nha may thi cling phai vai ndm mdi hoan tat xong trong khi
nhu ciu can dudng lai cp bach. D&y la chua ké minh lai phai mdc ng thém cho du &n nay.
Khi ho hoi nhu vay thi sao, téi d& nghi ho ¢ thé diing ngan khoan dung cho du an dé kiém
ra mot phuong cach tréng mia cd thau hoach cao hon d€ gidp minh vé Iau vé dai. BE phai
doan hiéu rd van dé, toi t6 chirc dua ho di Hau Nghia dé€ quan sat tai cho. Sdng sém 1én
dudng, ho cir mot dai dién dén cho biét la toa Dai SI cia mot thanh vién khuyén cdo khong
nén di vi ly do an ninh. Luc dé cling gan thang 4 ndm 1975.

Diéu lam toi vui va thdy minh may man han ca la dugc lam mdt cdng viéc hitu ich va cd y
nghia trong mo6t khong khi ndng ddng, cdi maé, khong phong ki€n quan lai hay ganh dua
phe phai. Diém déc biét nira 1a Doan Tin Dung khdng phai chiu &p luc tir trén xudng khi cfu
xét hd so véi cac s tién vay cd thé rat I6n trong khi 18i xudt lai thdp va cho vay dai han.
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TOi xin don cu hai thi du:

C mot du’ an ndm trong Khu Ky Nghé tai mién Trung hay bi lut va lugng dién cung cap nai
day khong doi dao nén t6i dé nghi xay nén xi mang cao hon va gan thém dan may phat
dién phu. Ky nghé gia khéng déng y va du an khdng hi€u sao bi dua ra mét cudc hop cb
dai dién nhiéu bd d€ giai quyét. Chiéu hdm trudc anh Ldm HG cho biét sé cung téi di du
phién hop dd. Trudc giG hop td6i md& ban du an danh cho to6i do mot cd quan khac lam ra
doc va thay con s6 udc tinh nguon dién ghi trong d6 cao han con sb t6i cd. TGi trinh bay
véi anh Lam H6 vé diéu nay va néi budi sang trudc khi téi hop toi c6 dién thoai ra kiém
ching véi anh Hiép lam Giam DG6c chi nhanh Ngan Hang & Ba Nang vé ngudn cung cap dién
ngoai dé roi. Sau I6i trinh bay ciia anh LAm HG moi viéc dudc giai quyét 6n thda.

Du an th( hai nam trong s6 nhitng du an cé s6 tién vay cao nh(t ciia Ngan Hang. Mot
khuyét diém cua du an 1a doi hoi ngudn ngoai t& nhap cang nguyén liéu kha 16n trong khi
khdng du tru giai doan hai dé bién ché& ngudn nguyén liéu thay thé tir ndi dia. Gan 40 ndm
sau, khi dugc gdp lai dng Téng Gidm DSc & vung Orange County, dng chi hoi tdi: “Sao anh
khong chiu dé nghi tai trg du an dé.”

Nhu da trinh bay, trong ca hai truéng hgp t6i khong hé bi ap luc gi tir trén xubng ma ngudc
lai con cam thay dudc tu’ do lam viéc theo suy xét ctiia minh.

O phan trén, anh Muu cé dé cap dén bién cd thanh phd Ban Mé Thudt that thi ndm 1975.
Nhan day toi cling xin ké lai mot du’ an cd lién quan téi viéc nay. Khoang dau ndm, mot chi
nha may cua ¢ Ban Mé Thudt dén Ngan Hang 1ap hd sa vay dé khuéch truang cd sG cua
minh. Vi thdy 6ng that nhiét tinh di tir xa t&i d€ lam hd sc nhiéu [an nén chiing tdi gang clu
xét hd so cho xong sém dé dng khoi méat cdng thém nifa. Khi du an dugc chdp thuén, ching
t6i gii thd mai 6ng dén ky giao kéo nhung khong dugc h6i am. Rot cudc ong téi xin 10i
khdng thé ky va cho biét khi nhan vién trai cua vao rirng d6n cay c6 gdp nhiéu binh linh va
chién xa Mién Bac nam trong dd. Ong tin ho sé& tdn cong Ban Mé Thudt, con trai cua vi nam
trén dudng ti€n quan cta ho cd thé bi pha hiy, va 6ng sé& khdng c6 kha nang tra ng. Qua
that chi it Idu sau thanh phd bi méat va tiép theo I1a viéc mién Nam sup dé.

Trong mét dat nudc sdng trong thdi budi binh dao, ngoai mat tran siing dan ra con phai déi
dau v8i mat tran kinh té nira. Do dd, Ngan Hang da phai hoat dong trong tinh huéng khong
may binh thudng nhu cac ngan hang khac trén thé gidi.

NOGi tom lai, t6i cam thdy minh that may man da dudc cing véi cac déng nghiép lam viéc &

Ngén Hang dudi su’ 1anh dao clia dng Téng Gidm Déc trong mdt mdi trudng ddc biét va cd
thé ndi 1a hiém hoi nhu vay.
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R. D6 Ngoc Phudc, London School of Economic and Political Science

Nam 1966 toi rGi ESSO Standard Eastern ma t6i da cong tac trong han 6 nam trong cucng
vi senior management d€ gia nhap SONADEZI va Trung Tadm Khuéch Truong Ky Nghé vdi
mot ky vong la, véi tu cdch mdt chuyén vién, dugc tham gia vao nhirng cdng viéc phat trién
ky nghé va kinh té€, mot khia canh nghé nghiép ma t6i yéu thich va dugc huan luyén. That
may man cho t6i la dugc cdng tac vGi anh Diéu, mét ngudi cuong truc va ndng ddng dong
thdi la mot Ianh dao cd hiéu nang cao, nhiét tdm trong cong viéc, nhiét tinh v&i anh em. Toi
cling may man dugc cdng tac vdi cac anh em déng nghiép khac, nhitng ngudi ma anh Diéu
thudng quang ba la “ga noi cd cua.”
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Anh Diéu cd lién lac va ggi y cho téi viét mét chit gi vé ky niém vui budn trong khoang thdi
gian cung anh em lam viéc héng say khdng ngung nghi dé thang tién mdc dd phat trién ky
nghé va kinh té€ nudc ta d€ anh dang vao quyén sach Hbi Ky cua anh. Nhitng mau chuyén
vui buon thi toi thay anh chi em da viét nhiéu, cam dong cd, vui nhon hai hudc cling co, tat
ca déu hudng vé tinh than dong ddi rat quy.

O day toi chi xin dugc viét vé mot chuyén vui chung v& nghé& nghiép va roi dé két thic
bang... mot IGi than tha.

Chuyén vui vé nghé nghiép ma t6i mudn chia sé cung anh chi em la: héi tudng lai nhirng
cong viéc ma chdng ta cung lam trong thap nién 60 va nira thap nién 70 thi ching ta phai
nhén dinh 13 ching ta da theo con dudng phat trién ki nghé va kinh t& vd cling ding dan
ca vé mat khai niém, td chirc va phuang thirc thuc hién. Va hon thé nita, ching ta da DI
TRUOC cac nudc dang phét trién khac, ké ca Trung Qudc han ca mudi nam.

Thu'c vay, theo thdng ké cla cac cd quan chuyén mon, trong nam 2015 c6 khoang 4,500
Special Economic Zones [SEZs] & 140 nudc trén thé gidi, s’ dung khoang 66 triéu nhan
cong [The Economist, 2015] trong s6 nay cé 30 triéu lam viéc & Trung Qudc. SEZs da san
xuat trén US$200 ti hang hda xuat cang. Khai niém vé SEZs da dudc hap thu va thuc thi
mot cach qui md & cac nudc phat trién nhu mot chién luge phat trién kinh té€ trong nhirng
nam 70 va 80. Tdng s6 SEZs trén thé giGi da gia téng tir 9 vao cudi nhirng ndm 1960 1én
dén 107 trong 51 nudc dang phat trién vao cudi ndm 1987 [Amado, 1989].

Ai ciing biét, khai niém vé& Khu Ky Nghé ciia SONADEZI véi TTPTKN yém trg vé ky thuét, tai
chénh va quan tri cho cac nha dau tu cung véi nhitng bién phap giam dén mdrc t6i thi€u thu
tuc hanh chanh da bién cac khu ky nghé cta ching ta thanh mot Special Economic Zone
ch(r khong phai chi don thuan la moét Industrial Park.

Nhin lai thi du dién hinh cta Trung Quéc, trong ndm 1980 TQ chinh thdrc thiét 1ap 4 Special
Economic Zones & Shenzhen, Zhuhai, Shantou va Xiamen. Trong 4 SEZs nay, Shenzhen la
mot khu dac biét nhat. Shenzhen vao nam 1980 chi la mot lang danh ca vdi 30000 dan,
cach Hong Kong qua mét con sdng. TU ndm 1980 cho dén 1984, tong san lugng [GDP]
hang nam cla TQ gia tang trung binh la 10% so vd&i GDP ctia Shenzhen tang vugt I1én dén
58%. Gilta nam 1978 va nam 2014, GDP tinh trén dau ngudi cua Shenzhen da tang tir RMB
606 dén RMB 149,500; ti I gia tang choang vang la 24,569% [Liwack and Qian,1998;
Wong,1987; Yeung, Lee and Kee, 2009].

Nghe ndi ma them ré dai!

Nén nhd la SONADEZI dugc thanh Iap ndm 1963 va TTKTKN dudc thanh 1ap nhiéu nam
truGe do.

Va sau day 13 13i than van cda téi: Nhin lai qud trinh phat trién cia TQ lam ty du, lam sao
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TQ cb thé dat dugc mirc phat trién khdng 16 ¢ thé cho 1a phép mau nhu vay? Céi gi la ddng
cd thic ddy? Céc nha lam chinh sach, cac kinh té€ gia hodc cac nha khoa bang cd thé tiép
tuc thao luén vé céc ly do, nhung khéng ai c6 thé phl nhan dugc réng chinh cac Khu Kinh
TE&, Khu Ky Nghé da dem dén 22% téng san lugng quéc gia, 46% foreign direct investment
[FDI], 60% xuat cang va phat sinh dugc trén 30 triéu cong an viéc lam cho ngudi dan TQ.
D6 chinh 1a ddng co phat trién hang dau cua phép méu kinh t&€ TQ.

Nhu tdi d& ndi, ching ta da c khai niém, td chilrc, phucng thic thuc hién téi thiéu tir ndm
1963 dé roi vi chién tranh khong tién dugc bao xa va sau dé tan ra véi van ménh cla dat
nudgc.

S. Khuong Hiru Diéu, Lafayette College, MIT

Pidu cudi cing nhung khong kém phan quan trong 13 t6i dudc diém phudc khi nhdm “Ga
Noi” da tdng cho tdi “mé&u chuyén vui budn” quy gid nhdt vao ndm 2000! Tai sao va nhu
th& nao? C6 ngil cd cu “Théat thdp cb lai hy.” Nhdm “Ga Noi” d3 1dng 1& dung Internet dé
td chlic ngay 8n murng sinh nhut thdr 70 cho tdi trong bi méat tuyét dai.

Ho lam sao d€ cdm chan téi & nha vao luc 11giG 30 sang ngay do vay? Ngugi ban than cua
tdi 13 bac si Hudn da gilp ho mot tay. Ong ndy hen sé& dén nha toi d€ clng toi di &n mi tai
nha hang Tau quen thudc va ndi tiéng “Hai Ky Mi Gia” trén dudng Irving! Vao ding ngay
hen, nhdm “Ga Noi” dau xe & supermarket LUCKY cach nha t6i hai blocks. Anh Vinh Thdc,
nay dd qua ddi, &m tham tién gan dén nha va bét g3p t6i dang di chan khong rifa chiéc xe
camper day bun va bui bam cia t6i. R6i bat thinh linh, anh Hoang Biic Nha dan dau nhom
tay cam mot hop qua budc lai gan. Hoan toan bi bat ngg, t6i dua ho di qua garage & tang
nha dudi vao cai deck xay bang go redwood ngi vudn sau nha. Thuc tinh Ia phong khach
trong nha qué nho dé tiép dugc hon 30 ngudi. Ching tdi d& cling nhau &n mirng ngay sinh
nhut thd 70 cla t6i nhu thé doé.

Sau ngay Sai Gon that thd, nhdm ching t6i da luu lac di khap bn phuang trgi. Nhung 25
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nam sau, t6i cam thay that xic dong, bat ngG va vinh du khi dugc cac ban trong nhdm coi
t6i nhu chim dau dan cda ho. Qua that, ching t6i da dudc hudng mot cudc hop mat day
vui vé clia mot dai gia dinh.

(xem hinh du@i day)
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Sau bao théng tram cua cudc ddi, vao tudi bat tudn, téi phai cdng nhan minh ding la may
man dudc tan hudng canh vé huu bén Marie, ngudi ban ddi than yéu cua toi, trong thanh
phG San Francisco tuyét vgi ndy. Thém nifa, t6i con tran trong “tinh than hiru” sau dam vo
sO cac cong tac vién cua téi trong hai thap nién 1960 va 1970 & Sai Gon da danh cho t6i.
Khong phai ai cling trai nghiém dugc “tinh than hitu” hi€m hoi va kéo dai trén nira thé ky
nhu vay. Tu day long, t6i tran trong diéu dé va “Tinh Ngu'@i” chan thanh nay da khién
cudc ddi t6i cd y nghia nhiéu han bdi phan va la dong luc manh liét khién toi viét hoi ky cua
ddi minh./.

PS: To6i vira dugc feedback cua anh ban tai San Jose:

Kinh anh,

DPoc nhitng cdm nghi clia cac cong su' vién cla anh hoi trudc, toi thay ai cling chan thanh
mén anh vi tanh thang than va nghé thuat chi huy khéo Iéo clia anh. Bay gi¢ sau may chuc
nam lan dan anh em con tudng nhé nhau dé la vi tinh, 1Gi 1€ phat ra lGc nay la IGi that. Anh
hay tran trong IGi vang ngoc cua ban be.

Kinh,

Nguyén thanh Son
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Nguwoi Phdp cé cau ngan ngit “A quelque chose malbeur est bon”, nguoi Anbh, My thi néi
“Misfortune may be a blessing in disguise”, con nguoi Tau cé cau chuyén dan gian “Tdai
Ong Thdat Ma” cung néi vé vian may rii.

Xuwa c6 éng ldo tén la Tdai Ong sinb sbong ¢ vang bién gici phia Bdc Trung Qubc. Ong rdt
gibi viéc nuéi ngiea. Ngay kia, ngua cua Tdai Ong chay lac sang nudc Ho lan can. Hang
x6m dén an 1ii nbung Tdi Ong cueoi néi “Toéi tuy mat ngua, nbhung do co thé lai la diéu tét.”

Vai thdng sau, con ngua mat tich dot nhién tro vé cung véi mot con tudn ma. Thay thé,
hang xém dén chic mieng, nhung Tdi Ong lai cau may néi “Téi dugc ngua quy, nhung sg
rang do chdng phdi la diém lanh.”

Con trai 6ng thich c6i con tudn ma, mét hém anb ta ngd ngua gay chdan va tré thanhb tan
phé. Hang xém dén kbuyén nbu ong ditng qud buon, Tdi Ong thdn nbién “Con trai t6i tuy
gay chan, nbung dé chua hdn da la diéu kbéng may.”

Mot ndm sau, nuwdc Ho lang giéng dua quan sang xam luoc. Tdt cd thanh nién trai trdng
déu phdi tong quan va bau bét déu bi tiz tragn. Con trai éng tdat nguyén nén dueoc 6 nha va
thodt chét. Liic nay hang xém ldng giéng mdi thdy rdng nhbitng 1oi cua Tai Ong qud thdt
tham thuy.

2 A ~ A A . A A N - Z . £y 2 . A R
Chung quy cdc cau ngan ngit, chuyén ddn gian trén déu ham y trong cdi rui co tiem an
cdi may, van xui doi kbi béa ra phiic lanh, xdu lai bién tét.

Véan ménb cudc doi t6i trong subt hon tdm mueoi ladm ndm qua la biéu bién van sé may
rui nbu thé. Nbin lai doan doi da qua, t6i da duoc sinb ra va song thoi tho du banb phiic
noi viing Dong Bang Séng Cieu Long tru phit ciia mién dat tén goi la Nam Ky Luc Tinb.
Nhitng tuong cudc doi phdng ling binb an bén canh bang ho quyén thudc sé tiép tuc ém
dém nbu dong séng Bado Dinb xuéi chdy canh nha, nhung tbi c6 nao ngo van sé da dua
dady t6i dén ving ddt Cuu Kim Son cua Tan Thé Gici bay Lanh Thé ctia Nguoi Ty Do. Xui
hay hén, may bay rii, sung suéng hay bdt hanh la tiry theo cdch cam nhdn va cdch phdn
ung.

Néu cudc doi danb cho moi nguoi thuong la chuyén thdng tram, vinh nbuc, thi cuéc doi
t6i ciing kbong thodt ra khaoi cdi pham trit Gy qua 24 chucong sdch t6i vita ké.

Xin bdit dau v6i cudc Chién Tranh Viét Nam. Day la mot trong nhitng tham kich nhan loai
kinb bhoang nbiet cua thé Ry 20, kéo dai trong ba thdp nién, gay chét chéc va thuong tdat
cho nhiéu triéu nguoi Viét trén chién tran, trong lang mac, va trong nguc tit cong sdn. Ké
tiép la cudc di cue chua tieng cé trong lich sit Viét Nam da ddy bang trdam ngan nguoi bo
mang trén dai duong, trén rieng sau nii tham, va kbién non 3 triéu nguoi Viét mdt gia
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dinb, mdt tai san, mat qué buwong dang phdi tdn mdc kbdp boén phuong troi trong dé cé
gia dinb t6i. D6 la van xui cia dat nudc Viét Nam bi roi vao tay ddng cong san Ho Chi
Minh sau véan may cua tién nhan da banh truéng lanb thé trong cuéc Nam Tién ba thé ky
trudc. C6 ngudi dem thuyét nghiép bdo, dn dén odn trd ciia nha Phdt gidi thich van sb cia
Viét Nam bom nay la cdi nghiép phdi tra vi sw xdm ldn dat dai cua Chiém Thanb va Chéan
Lap trong qud khiz.

Sau hon 70 ndm cai tri mién Bdc va 40 ndm cai tri Mién Nam, Cong San da dp dung chdnh
sdch bao ngueoc gian tham, néi chung voi tdt cd cdc théi bu tét xdu dé phd biy bé théng
dao ly gia dinb va xd hoi Viét Nam, da tao ra mot 16p nguoi thiéu nhdan cdch, v6 cam vi
«chinb quyén nao, nguoi dan nay.» Nbung van xui ciia Viét Nam sé phdi cham diet boi 1é
truecc sy ngu dot, doc tai va kbiép nbuoc ciia ddang cong sdn Viét Nam da dé Trung Cong
chiém dat va tai nguyén, trong nhitng nam gan dday da xudt bién mot thé bhé nguoi Viét
duegc tiép can véi tu teng tu do dan chiu qua truyén thong va giao tiép véi Tay Phuong
dd cong kbai noi lén chéng dbi bao quyén. Cudc cdch mang tie do nbuw phong trao miia
Xudn A Rap da manh nha va vién dnb mot Viét Nam tu do phon thinb sé khéng lau duoc
thiét 1ap tai Viét Nam vdi sy vang ddy cia ngudi dan trong nudc va chdc bdn cé sw gop
phan xdy dung ciia thé bé tai ndng ngudi Viét ti nan 6 ngoai nudc.

N6i dén nguoi Viét ti nan cang la néi dén van dé may rui. Khong mot dan toc nao muodn
lia b6 qué cha dat t6 dé séng tha phuong trén ddt nguoi. Khi Cong San chiém Sai Gon,
hang triéu nguoi Viét Nam dad bé xie ra di la mot bat hanh cho ddn téc va tham canhb ngueoi
vieot bién vuot bién chét trén duong tim tu do la nbi bat banh kinb hoang da lam chdn
dong luong tam nhdn loai. Di tim cdi song trong cdi chét, nguoi Viét di tan, di cu, sau kbi
may mdn dén duoc bén bo da phdi tdi xdy dung, da sé lic nita doi nguoi, bang nbuc
nhan, moé héi nudéc mdt dé thanh hinb cdc cong dong ngueoi Viét kbdp noi trén thé gici ma
Hoa Ky la ddt bita ciia non bai triéu ngueoi Viét ti nan. Khong ké cdc cong dong ngueoi Viét
6 Dong Au la nbitng cong dong nguoi Viét 6 hop ra di tie thé gici cong sdn, cdc cong dong
ngueoi Viét 6 Bdc My, Tdy Au va Uc Chau la nhitng cong dong nguoi di dan mdi, duoc dan
dia phuong né trong boi kbd ndng lam viéc va 6éc sdng tao. Chi sau 41 ndm, nhiéu nhdan
vadt 16i lac trong tat cd cdc nganh nghé thudc ngudi My, nguoi Canada, nguoi Phadp, ngudi
Pitc, ngueoi Uc... gbc Viét da lam thé gici biét dén cong dong ngueoi di dan gbce Viét va trong
mot tuong lai khong xa, nguoi goc Viét sé c6 thé la nguedi lanh dao tai nhitng noi ma truedc
do té tién bo da dinb cu kbi roi bo cong san.

$6 phdn ciia t6i la dién binb ciia bé luy may rii nbu viea luégn ban. Thdng 4 nam 1975,
kbi Cong San chiém mién Nam, t6i bdt budc phdi ra di lam lai cuéc doi liic tudi 40 v6i bai
ban tay trdng trong than phdan moét ngudi ti nan kbi ddt chan dén trai tam cu Pendleton
tai California. Pén liic do, t6i mdi thau biéu cdu ngan ngit “Every cloud bas a silver lining”
hay cau “Hoa trung bitu phiic” ma nguoi Viét va nguoi Tau bay néi. That la mét bién cb
trong dai phii phang va bdt ngd ma truedc doé, chua bao gio t6i nghi sé co thé xdy ra trong
doi t6i. C6 lic, t6i dau buén nghi la minb sé kbong bao gio con thdy lai dieoc ngéi nbha té
duong, va cé 1é chi con bi vong tro bui bai cot minh sé mot ngay vé sum bhop véi song than
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phu mdu dang ndm an gidic ngan thu noi mo phdan tai mién dong bdng Creu Long Giang
ma thoi.

Nbung chi sau thoi gian ngdn ngui bi quan, sau tham liuc ban ddu, nhue loi day ciia ba t6i
la bay dieng lén ch6é minb dd ngd, va voi ban chat tu tin, quyét tam khoéng so gian kho6 da
kbién to6i rdn réi phan ddau tieng budc mét dé tdi xdy dung cung voi Marie, ngudi ban doi
cua t6i, trén Mdnh Ddt cia Co Hoi nbung ciing la Mdnb Dat ciia Pua Tranh. On nh6 lai
chdng doi gdn 50 ndm trén ddat My, tie luc la cdu sinb vién nghéo ngo ngdc ¢ Lafayette
College dén nguoi ti nan xo xdc ¢ Camp Pendleton, doi lic téi ciing kb tin la t6i da vueot
qua duoc biét bao bién cb tie nam nay qua ndam kbdc. Thuc ra téi c6 dieoc mot sé6 may
mdn, nhung ciing c6 qud nhiéu cdi bat hanb, nbhung trong cdi may bay cdi rui, t6i déu cb
dp dung cdi nguyén tdc cdn ban, tie truong boc dén truong doi, la dé dueoc thodt nan hay
thanh cong chi can 10% kién thitc nbung phdi can dén 90% mo bhoéi va nghi lyc.

Khong phdi ai ciing co mot bo o6c thong minb tuyét voi nhu Steve Jobs, nhung cing phdi
hiéu rdng trudc kbi tré thanb dinb cao chéi loi ciia tin hoc va ti phii, Steve Jobs ciing da
phadi trdi qua nhiéu gian kb6 : ngii 6 san nha cdc nguoi ban, litom lon coca dé gom nhitng
5 xu mua thitc dn va bi ddt hon, bi dudi ra kbéi céng ty do chinb éng sdang lap. Ong da
lao dao lan dadn, nbung kién tri va dam mé voi cong viéc 6ng lam, kbong ngai thir thdch
truedc kbi thanb cong. Di nbién, to6i khong c6 duoc cdi thién tdi va cdi y chi cua Jobs, nbung
trong moi truong bop, t6i luén danb 90% cho s cb gdng, do dé kbi gdp nan bay thdat bai
toi khong bi luy va kbi thanb cong t6i khong tu man. To6i cam on ba t6i da day t6i nhitng
9y niém ndy kbi t6i con hoc tiéu boc va nbitng thdng tram ctia cudc séng da lam t6i vieng
vang hon. Chinb nho cdi nguyén ly ndy ma t6i luén cam thay lac quan, yéu doi va yéu
ngueoi. Cudc song ciia toi luén vay quanhb bdi tiéng cudi cia than bang quyén thudc.

NG6i dén bdng bitu, 16i kbéng thé nao kboéng nhdc dén nhém ban 40 nguoi ma trong thap
nién 60, ching téi gdp nhau bdng tinb dong nghiép, gan gii nhau bdng tinh ty dan toc,
va gdan bé nhau subt doi bdng tinh tri ky. Nbém ching t6i c6 40 nguoi ma chung t6i goi
theo cdch binb dan la nbém ga noi va vdan vé bhon la «Dream Team.» Néu phdi dich thodt
nghia «Dream Team» la «nbom ly tuong», t6i nghi danb tie cing kbong phdi kboa tricong,
boi 1é trong bbi canb giao tranb dc liét trén chién truong va tranh gianh quyén lyc toi té
trén chinb truong dwdi thoi Dé Nbi Cong Hoa, su c6 mdt ctia nhém 40 chuyén gia tré, tot
nghiép tie cdc dai hoc danb tiéng trén thé gidi va Viét Nam la mot luc luong «chat xdm» by
tuong dé xdy dung va phdt trién nén cong ky nghé Viét Nam dang trong tinh trang phoi
thai va bi chién tranh tan phd. Trong vong 15 nam cubi cua ché do Cong Hoa, nhém
«Dream Team» da mang kién thitc va tdm long dé thanh kbdn phuc vu qué biong va co
thé n6i ma kboéng so ngoa ngit, nhém «Dream Team» dd gop phdn kbong nho trong comg
cuic phdt trién kinb té, khoa hoc ciia Viét Nam Cong Hoa. Buodn thay, kbi cong sdn cueong
chiém Sai Gon, nhém Dream Team phdi xa lia mbi ngudi mot nga, nbung cdi thanh qud
va ly tuéng ciia nhém la thie keo son gdn chdt chiing téi véi nhau ma nhitng cudc gap go
la nbitng gidy phut vui tuoi tran day ky niém.
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Ké lai chuyén doi toi, trén bét, toi phdi bay 16 niém sung swong cé dueoc Marie, nguoi vo
hién bdu va thuong yéu da luén cé mdt bén t6i trong sudt 56 ndm qua trong moi cdanb
ngo, du tot bay xdu. Bdn chdt tan tuy, kién nhdn va nhuong nbin trong tinb thuong ctia
Marie dbi v6i toi con vieot cao bon tinh nghia phu thé theo quan niém Nho Gido cé truyén
ctia Doéng Phuong. Khi con son tré, vo chong yéu nbhau say ddm nbung kbi tudi doi thém
chong chat thi vo chong cang gdn bé nhau hon, bdi ngoai cdi tinh con cé cdi nghia, ngoadi
tai sdc con c6 cdi on, ngoai vo chong con cé con chdu than bdng quyén thudc. P6 la cdi ly
do chinb yéu gidi thich su bén vitng ciia gia dinb Doéng Phuong cao hon nguoi Tay Phuong,
mot trong nhitng khdc biét vin héa Poéng va Tay. Nbung vin béa kbhéng thé biéu theo quan
niém co dién chi la phong tuc tdp qudn ma vdn héa hém nay con cé y nghia réng hon la
vdn béa chinb tri (culture of politics). Voi bién tueong toan cau héa kinb té va truyén thong,
vdn héa biéu theo nghia nbhan vdan xd hoi da lan lan bi bién doi boi ky thudt va chinb tri.
Internet da khién con nguoi gan nbau hon, cdi bién gici nhan vdn tuw tuéng cdc dan téc
khoéng con qud cdch xa, Péng va Tay ldan lan gdp nhau.

Viét lai cudc doi, t6i mudn ghi lai thoi té6i da song. Toi tue xem minh nbu la mot thit san
phdm bén bop gitta nén “Van Héa Cam Piia” A Chau va nén “Vdan Héa Cowboys” ctia Tan
Thé Gidi. MOt nika doi téi la Mién Nam Viét Nam, con mét niea kia la Hiép Chung Qudc
Hoa Ky. “Gien t6” cua t6i la su lai gibng giita Viét va Tau. Tin nguong cua gia dinb t6i la
sue song chung gitta Cong gido va Khéng gido. Hoc van ciia t6i lai la sy pha trén ciia ba hé
thong gido duc Viét, Phdp, My. Vi sy da dang vé méi truong somg va hé thong gido duc
thu budng nbuw vay, to6i cé co may trdi qua nhitng bién dong lich sit quan trong cua dat
nudc toi va cua nudc My trong bhon 8 thdp nién.

Qua 24 chuong cua hoi ky, t6i da di theo mot 16 trinh dong dai, ngodn ngoeéo tie Péng sang
Tay v6i kb6 kbdn va thudn loi, bi quan va lac quan, thanh coéng va that bai... Trong moi
trang budng, t6i tu ddt téi vao kbung cdnb gia dinb va xda héi, do dé quyén sdch kbong
phdi chi la mot hoi Ry doi téi ma con la mét dia phuong chi va lich sit nbhitng viing dat toi
da song.

Va nbu vy, qua cdc trang sdch nbu nbhin qua cita sé, qua bong ddng ctia cdu hoc tro tiéu
hoc v6 t 6 ving dong bdng séng Creu Long ndm xua dén cu gia da trdi qua bao thdng
tram ctia cudc doi tie ngéi trueong Lafayette 6 Pennsylvania, MIT 6 Massachusetts dén viing
Cuu Kim Son hém nay, néu doc gid co thodng thay chut binb dnb thu nhé ciia PDong va
Tay, Viét Nam va Hoa Ky trong 80 nam qua, tdc gid thuc tdm madn nguyén, vi da dat duoc
udc vong kbi viét nhitng trang giay nay.

Xin cam on quy doc gid da kién nhdn cung di véi tdc gia dén dong chit cudi.

Kbwong Hitu Diéu
San Francisco, 2016
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Phan Hoi (Feedback)

Subject: | want to share with you the book feedback.

When | received good feedback from a chapter, | usually thought it was a polite
reply. Then some feedbacks have convinced me that | am on the right track. (KHD)
Nhiéu nguoi dong y véi 16i thiy sao noi vay, nghi dung thi bit tay 1am khéng do dy.
DAy la nhirng khich 1€ cho tic pham ciia anh. Than chao.

From: Thomas Hoang Vu <vuthuyhoang35@gmail.com>
Date: 2015-04-18 16:12 GMT-07:00

Subject: Re: rat hap dan

To: Dieu Khuonghuu <dieul6@gmail.com>

Kinh giri anh Piéu,

T6i da doc miy chuong anh mdi gui thém. Anh da khéo xen dan nhitng ngay tré tuoi cua anh vao
voi khung canh xa hoi VN thoi a ay dé nguoi doc biét vé anh va VN. Nhirng chuong nay viét that hay
va van hap dan ngudi doc. Nho doc sach cua anh, t61 biét cu thé hon vé viéc cho nguoi than nhan
nudi con minh, ciing nhu x3 hoi mién Nam trude nim 1945. Téi nghi sach cia anh giup cho nguoi
M ciing nhu Viét hiéu biét thém vé VN va nhitng van dé lién hé thoi cude.

N6i chung séch rat hay ca vé ndi dung 1an k¥ thuat.

Xin anh Diéu cho biét bao gid anh cho ra mét sach, va an ban tiéng Viét ra ciing voi ban tiéng Anh
hay ra sau. Ciing xin anh cho biét so phone va dia chi ctia anh d¢ tién lién lac véi anh, va dé toi guri
tang anh may cudn sach cua toi..

Than mén,

Hoang.

2015-04-05 22:35 GMT-07:00 Thomas Hoang Vu <vuthuyhoang35@gmail.com>:
Kinh giri anh Khuong Hitu Diéu,
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Toi cam on anh di gui cho miy chuong trong cudn sach cua anh. T6i rat thich thu khi doc may
chuong nay. Sach rat hdp dan vi tiét 16 mot sb bi mat. Cach trinh bay sy kién cho thiy anh da day
cong suu tAm tai 1iéu sau rong. Loi viét thang than cung véi phan tich va nhan dinh cong binh ctia anh
¢6 strc thuyét phuc ngudi doc.

Puoc biét anh tir khi 1am ¢ Stanvac nam 1961, t6i khong ngd anh con c6 ca tai mda bat nhuw mot ciy
viét chuyén nghiép thudc hang quoc té. Xin dugc nga mil bai phuc anh.

T6i mudn dit mua sach ca anh. Xin anh vui long cho biét thé thirc va dia chi dit mua sach.
Kinh chic anh va gia quyén moi diéu an lanh,

Vi Thuy Hoang

From: VMAFORUM @yahoogroups.com [mailto:VMAFORUM@yahoogroups.com]
Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2016 8:37 AM

To: VMAFORUM@yahoogroups.com

Subject: [VMAFORUM] Hbi Ky anh Thi Trudng Khwong Hiru Diéu

Cam on anh da gi6i thiéu H6i Ky Khuong Hitu Piéu. Loat bai "Khi Péng
va Tdy gap nhau" cia anh ay c6 dang trén bdo Thoi Luan cia B6 Tién bBuc
va trén website http://vanghe.blogspot.com

Rat kham phuc tai ning ctia anh Piéu va rat thich nhitng nhan xét that xac
thuc ctia anh. Anh c6 tri nh¢ si€u pham con ghi lai dugc tung chi tiét nho.

Kinh anh Diéu,

Chuong nay (17) hay va hap dan lim, nhat 13 d6i voi nhiing nguoi da o trai Pendleton. Tai cling ¢
trai nay hon ba tuan 18 trong thang 5, 1975, & 1éu 8 gan 1éu 6ng Ky. Nhung hoi d6 vi qua ban ron
phai lo cho vo va 3 con nhé tir 10 thang t6i 4 tudi, nén toi khong biét anh 1a "mayor." Ubdng
qua! Phong vién Aarons Leroy cua Washington Post c6 dén tham trai hai ba lan, va t6i c6 giup anh
ta di phong van mot sé nguoi dé viét bai vé nguoi Viét & trai ty nan.

Than mén, Thomas Hoang VVu <vuthuyhoang35@gmail.com
Hoang.

Thanks Dieu. You have some wise friends. The fact is that almost every time | read
one of your chapters I think it is the best, so | stopped saying so because | feared you
would not believe me.
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This is one of your best chapters. it is informative, factual. It shows the intrigue and
"trading' between government and big business. It shows that everything is for
sale! Excellent job.

You mentioned Ambassador Parker Hart. He was the one who encouraged me to
write my book. His widow, Jane, later did some editing of my manuscript. Small
world.

Dieu, you certainly had a fascinating, productive and enjoyable life. Now you are
sharing your rich experience with others.

Good job.

Thank you

Your records, memory and research are all so great. | especially like the letters of
referral and the chance meetings with key people. As usual, there is not a boring page
in your book.

Chuck

Dear Mr. Dieu,

Please let me know if and how can | have all of your chapters of this great biography of
yours to read it. It is a great inspiration writing to learn from real life experience of
yours.

Thank you for sending out such a great piece of writing.

Kinh Anh Dieu

Your self-biography-memoir is excellent. It has a strictly southern quintessence
that will enrich the wealth among all the memoirs of the post-1975 exodus of South
Vietnamese from their mother land. It was out of realm of ghost writers and
beautifully genuine in every fiber of your penmanship. Congrats.

Toronto, Canada

March13, 2014

Ong Khuong hiru Piéu kinh mén,

Cho em dugc tu gioi thiéu em la ai dé 6ng khong phai ngac nhién khi nhan bire thw
nay. Em tén la Vii van Ninh sinh nam 1941 nh6 hon ong 10 tu61 Emla hoc tro va la
nhin vién ciia Vién Qudc Gia Pinh Chuin dwéi quyén ong Tong giam déc Phi minh
Tam. Em ciia I hoc tro ciia thiy Trwong cong Hiéu, Tong giam doc Co Quan Panh
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Tién Kim Loai Hoang Gia tai Canada. Em rat ngac nhién va sung suéng nhan dugc
nhirng trang “Nhat Ky” cia ong. Em rat than phuc s ngay thang va hoc héi duge
nhirng kinh nghiém song cung biét qua su kién lich sir cia qué hwong xwa ciing nhw
nay.

Em ciing rat dong cam v6i ong khi lay suw ngay thang, nhin vao ban thin minh dé viét
“nhat ky doi minh” thi minh sé ling dong nhimg khic khoai, nhirng hdi tiéc cung
nhirng tri an véi cha me, ngwoi than va ban bé ma minh khong ¢6 co hgi ndi l1én dugc.
Tit ca ly do d6 ong da bay té trong EPILOGUE.

“As always a very practical man, with thanks to MIT, I have carried out
this project with concrete parameters. This project has required
commitments and planning of time as well as mental, intellectual and
physical efforts. This ambitious endeavor will surely be my last big
challenge. I have done it, first of all, as my filial duty in memory of my
parents with my profound respect and love for them. To remember the
past has also been an opportunity for me to express the lasting
friendship and deep affection for my siblings, relatives and friends in
Viet Nam, America, Europe and elsewhere in the world, who have filled
my life with so much affection, sharing and love. And to tell the story of
my life is, above all, a chance for me to say how lucky I have been to
have Marie in my life, my kind and beloved wife who has remained by
my side for better or for worse during the past 55 years. My story is at
the same time very much her story, and I have often wondered during
difficult times, how she endured the unbelievable hardships of our lives.
Furthermore, her love and devotion for me must have been supernatural
in order to cope with seemingly hopeless situations. I must admit that
I did not always make things easy for Marie. In many ways I have a
complicated mind, and at times a rather difficult temperament. I have
been blessed with great happiness and gratitude for my wife's
forgiveness of my impossible character. It is quite possible that the
flaws of my character have been further aggravated by the process of
East meets West! More than anyone else, Marie has been aware of such
a mixture in me and has always stuck by my side.

To write the story of my life has helped me to have a closer look at
myself.”

Em khéng biét ¢6 phai qua lién lac thw tir véi hai Thiy Phi minh Tam va Thay
Trwong cong Hieu ma em nhin dwgc nhimng trang “Nhit Ky cia ong Khwong hiru
Diéu” that tinh nghia, xuc tich, hinh anh dep, day ap nhirng sir liéu cia Viét Nam
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Xura va nay, va mét diéu dang quy nhat 1a tat ca da dwogc mé ra nhw tim long ngay
that, bao dung va trong sang cia tac gia.

Kinh chiic ng va gia dinh nhiéu strc khée va hanh phic.

Toronto, Canada

March13,2015

Chuck Hage <chage@mohicanfinancial.com>

Dieu

Your records, memory and research are all so great. | especially like the letters of
referral and the chance meetings with key people. As usual, there is not a boring page
in your book. Chuck

Anh Diéu than mén, )

Chudng nay, cling nhu nhiéu chuong khac, rat hap dan. Toi thich 16i viét trong
sang, ngan gon cua anh, cung I8i k€ chuyén chan that c6 dan xen vao nhifng mau
chuyén nho ¢ lién hé tdi thdi cudc trude kia dé€ ngudi doc cdm nhén theme cla
cudn sach East Meets West.

Than mén,

Hoang.

Date: Fri, Sep 18, 2015 at 1:45 PM

Subject: Re: ENGLISH-CHAPTER 21. Twenty-Two Years of Work for a Happy
Retirement PART ONE-

To: Dieu Khuonghuu <dieul6@gmail.com>

This is one of your best chapters. it is informative, factual. It shows the intrigue and
"trading' between government and big business. It shows that everything is for
sale! Excellent job.

You mentioned Ambassador Parker Hart. He was the one who encouraged me to
write my book. His widow, Jane, later did some editing of my manuscript. Small
world.

Dieu, you certainly had a fascinating, productive and enjoyable life. Now you are
sharing your rich experience with others.

Good job.

Thank you for allowing me to read your book.

Rashid
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Dear Mr. Khuong Huu Dieu,

Please let me know if and how can | have all of your chapters of this great biography of
yours to read it. It is a great inspiration writing to learn from real life experience of
yours.

Thank you for sending out such a great piece of writing.

Do Hung

From: catina nguyen <vlanguyen@hotmail.com>
Date: 2015-09-29 2:02 GMT-07:00
To: Dieu Khuonghuu <dieul6@gmail.com>

Hello Dieu,

Je n'en doute pas que votre biographie est trés captivante, intéressante et
bouleversante, bon courage pour la suite.

Vous avez deja des lecteurs avides de vous lire.

Cordialement.

Cathy

From: phanngoc.thu <phanngoc.thu@free.fr>
Date: Thu, Dec 3, 2015 at 6:43 AM

Subject: EPISODES Chapter of EMW

To: dieul6@gmail.com 3 Decembre 2015

Hi Dieu:

Just finished reading -- and enjoying - - this latest chapter which | think ranks among
the best of your writing project, Dieu.

The "Episodes' contributed by Cuong, Muu and his pals are the best evidence of the
love and admiration all IDCers felt and continue to feel for you, Dieu. Though I
barely qualify as an IDC, I've always shared the same sentiments of admiration and
love.

Among the thousands of major leaders of the Republic of Vietnam, you're one of the
handful, nay the only one who enjoyed such success among the boys and gals you led
during the few short years of the RVN.

YOU HAVE EVERY REASON TO BE PROUD, KHD.

Thu
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From: catina nguyen <vlanguyen@hotmail.com>

Date: 2015-12-04 0:24 GMT-08:00
To: Dieu Khuonghuu

Hello Dieu

j'ai lu avec plaisir ce dernier chapitre 22

mais je ne peux m'empécher de souligner la force de votre caractére votre volonté de
fer qui vous ont aidé et guidé a affronter tous les obstacles avec succes.

Votre bonne humeur , votre rire ont fait de vous un ami tres appreécie.

Bonne et Heureuse année a Marie et a vous
Cathy et Van

From: Michael Lee <maimuulee@yahoo.com>

Date: 2015-12-05 7:31 GMT-08:00

Subject: Re: EAST MEETS WEST-CHAPTER 22.-Original FINALdraftANECDOTES-
10.docx (12,190K)

To: Dieu Khuonghuu <dieul6@gmail.com>

Anh Diéu,

Xin cdm on Anh Diéu d3 gdi Chapter 22 update véi bai Ky Su Du’ An va bai cta
Han gdi tir Pyramid Cheops Vé.

Sau 40 nam khong con lam viéc chung dugi mai nha IDB, nhung tat ca anh chi
em van con quy mén Anh Diéu va nhg dn Anh Diéu da dao tao anh chi em trong
nhirng nam dau cda cudc ddi lam viéc. S that la mot diém son ma rat it ngudi
lanh dao cé duac.

Xin cdm on Anh Diéu va miing Anh vé thanh qua tt dep.

LT Muu

Good morning, Dieu.
What an interesting and full life you have had.
You kept referring to your book as "'biography*. It is infact an Autobiography.
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The stories written by your friends are interesting, and | am sure brought treasured
memories to all of you. Sorry I could not read the Vietnamese parts!

Thanks for sharing your story.

Have a healthy and a happy new year.

Thomas Hoang Vu <vuthuyhoang35@gmail.com>

Dieu Khuonghuu <dieul6@gmail.com>

Tue, Dec 22, 2015 at 12:07 PM

Mg anh c6 sich dugc nguoi doc nhiét thanh huéng ing. Hién nhién d6 ciing 1a do tai ning va cong
lao ctia anh tao nén. Ngay khi doc miy chapters dau anh giri, toi ¢3 nhan thiy sach ctia anh vuot trén
mirc tréng doi ciia minh, va cho thdy anh qua 1a ngudi da tai, xuat sic trong nhiéu lanh vuec.

Than chuc anh chi vui khoée, an binh va hanh phtc trong mua Giang Sinh va ndm mdi.

Hoang.

On Sat, Dec 26, 2015 at 5:14 AM, Chuck Hage <chage@stny.rr.com> wrote:

Dieu,

| read the texts of Chapters 14 and 22 earlier, but you’ve made them more attractive in these
drafts. Your experience required more organizational skills and good decision-making than any
other classmate or co-worker of mine. Reading of the Dream Team and your reunions will make
many people envious.

Chuck

date: Mon, Dec 28, 2015 at 5:46 AM

Good morning, Dieu.

What an interesting and full life you have had.

You kept referring to your book as "*biography*. It is infact an Autobiography.
The stories written by your friends are interesting, and | am sure brought treasured
memories to all of you. Sorry I could not read the Vietnamese parts!

Thanks for sharing your story.

Have a healthy and a happy new year.

R. A

From: Do Tien Duc <baothoiluan@ymail.com>
Date: 2016-01-02 18:08 GMT-08:00
To: Dieu Khuonghuu <dieul6@gmail.com>
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Ong Khuong Hitu Diéu kinh mén,

Tap HOi Ky cua ong cé nha y cho Thoi Luan dang tai,
tdi tuan nay la hét.

Nhiéu doc gia da phan anh rat tich cuc vé bai viét.

Va mot diém ndi bat 1d nhiéu ngudi xac nhén tinh
trung thuc cua tac gia.

Chung t6i xin cam on 6ng mot lan nira.
Mong co dip dugc gap 6ng tai Nam California.

Xin kinh chic Ong Ba va gia dinh mot ndm mdi khoe
manh va thanh cong.

Do Tién Duirc

Bao Thoi Luan
PO Box 954, Westminster, CA 92864

Anh Dieu,

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to finally say what | meant to say all these
years.

As | wrote to Anh Muu:
... I consider myself lucky to have spent the first 10 years of my career at IDC/IDB
where | met so many good people and made so many good friends.
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I consider it a special blessing that after 50 year and uncounted changes, that
friendship is still intact and we as a group still remain in touch."
NDKhoi

Anh Dieu,

Anh Khoi's recollections are the best memoir on the history of IDC/IDB and how these institutions
shaped my future. | felt very emotional reading them and I am so impressed with the way he recounted
events of our good old days. Seeing the name of each person he cited, | feel like I am with them now,
not 40 or 50 years ago.

Thank you for your creation and nurture of our group, the IDC/IDB.
LT Muu

Anh Dieu;

You can be a hell of a good writer also if you choose to be so.

How could you preserve such a treasure of photos of your trip?

As a photographer myself, I have a bloody problem of locating my
photos. Thanks for sharing your souvenirs.

Stan Tull

Dieu,

When | reviewed a draft of your chapter 14 which describes some of your engineering and economic
accomplishments in Vietnam my mind goes back to the day when you came into my office at Bechtel
in San Francisco for a job interview. | remember asking you half a dozen questions trying to get a
feel for your experience and capabilities. One of those questions had to do with a $billion-plus job
we were just undertaking in Venezuela, which called for international bidding. The problem we had
was how to handle escalation on a fixed price project that involved worldwide sources of labor,
equipment, travel, shipping, storage, management, overhead, etc. over a period of five to ten years. |
asked you about this and you immediately went to the black board and proceeded to write out a long
formula which was so simple in concept yet thorough, that it was adopted and used for the life of the
job. Your quick response to this question and your MIT credentials clinched it for me and you
received a job offer.

But in retrospect, | think your resume must have played down your accomplishments because if |
had seen in that resume a listing of the things described in you memoir I would have been embarrassed
to have even put you through such an interview!

Stanley Tull

658



Phu Luc 1 — Phan Hoi

Hi Dieu,

| just finished your chapter. What can | say? Itis, for me, your best. | am awash in my own memory
lane, thanks to you. Thanks to Pan Am, thanks to my parents, who urged me to see more, do more,
and leave home at an early age. By contrast to you, my participation in so much of the world was
done through the haze of jet lag, quick layovers, and no cameras. That said, nonetheless, my most
vivid memories of all, are the sounds, and smells, and colors, and tastes, of those many miles of
travel. Your beautiful photos fill me with great nostalgia for my own look at the world through young,
impressionable eyes. Nothing in my own life ever impacted me in such a cathartic way as seeing this
world, though there have been a number of close seconds. Thank you for your monumental effort to
write your story. And again, thank you for so generously sharing it with me, step by step.

Your friend,

Lou

From: Loan Duong <ngocloanduong@yahoo.com>

Date: 2015-08-30 13:29 GMT-07:00

Subject: Re: Fwd: Fw: Bao Thoi Luan: ngay 29 thang 8, 2015
To: Dieu Khuonghuu <dieul6@gmail.com>

Kinh anh Diéu,
Van anh viét nhe nhang chan that rat hdp dan ngwoi doc.
Téi xin cui dau than phuc.
Bao Viét Nam & San Jose c6 dang bai cua anh. Téi va vai ngwoi ban co
doc.
Ai ciing khen phuc tai viét van anh.
Kinh,
Mme Khuyén

From: Thomas Hoang Vu <vuthuyhoang35@gmail.com>
Date: 2015-08-30 13:17 GMT-07:00

Subiject: vui thich

To: Dieu Khuonghuu <dieul6@gmail.com>

Anh Piéu than,

Lan dau doc mdy chwong sdch cida anh, toi rat thich viit khi co
dip dwot doc sach viét dung I6i ma minh mong doi, nén g anh vai hang
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ngwoéng mo anh, chptdi cé giup dwoc gi anh dau. Nhorsach cua anh, téi
c6 han hanh quen biét anh hon, dé cidng la diéu thich tha cho téi.

Than mén,

Hoang

From: <emeryhampton@comcast.net>
Date: Sun, Aug 30, 2015 at 1:02 PM
Subject: Re: Dieu's BOOK

To: "Khuonghuu, Dieu"

Dieu,

| finally got around to reading this part of your book. Ireally enjoyed the
way your writing achieved a balance between personal interactions
with family and friends and your interesting views on what is available
when enjoying America. You and Marie have certainly made, and
continue to make, the most of your time in America. Keep up the good
life.

Regards,

Emery

Tuong Nguyen vantuong.ng@free.fr via comcast.net
6/2/13

to dieukhuong

Anh Diéu kinh mén,

T6i rat cam on Anh da chuyén cho t6i xem Loi Phi L6 ctia Anh. Y tir
phong pha, Ioi van chai chuét, Té6i xem doi ba luot, tur dau cho toi cuoi
rat thich thad. Thich tha boi toi kinh phuc con duong Anh da di, tam
long cua Anh doéi voi nudc nha, qué huong My tho. Do la Ioi chan that
cua téi doi voi Anh, boi téi biét kha ro gia dinh cua Anh, ca Anh lan
Anh Quy va Anh Can ma téi co dip gap gé tai Paris. Kinh tham Anh Chi
dang manh khoe, yéu doi. Tuong
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Dear Dieu,

You have created a wonderful legacy for all to read. | have not had the
time to read this until this morning as my own life has me more than "up
to my ears" in construction in my backyard at Napa. Somehow | have
considered it important to stay busy and for me it is always the physical
world of redoing and repairs. | hopeto complete this job within the month
and then take a short break before | tackle my house on Pacheco.

| had many emotions reading these last chapters. First|was sad to read
about selling your VW. | so enjoyed the uniqueness of that brief
experience and the great conversations. | also reflected on the strong
sense of community you and Marie always garnered around you. Always
something to look fwd to and share with others. While I still live alone |
try to keep a good circle of friends for support. My most recent
acquisition is a nice circle of Jewish friends from St. Francis Woods who
allow me to share Shebat with them on Fir. Nights. | appreciate the
customs and traditions I learn. Not to mention the fabulous food. Which
| wear Abu tartly around my middle.

You sound very vital and full of spunk! Keep it up Dieu, my former
husband turns 87 today and like yourself is blessed with tremendous
stamina and good health. He is still traveling world wide doing deals and
plans to easily live another 15 years!

| seldom if ever miss my little apartment on Green st. The convenience
of West Portal, the Mediterranean market on Taravel and the farmers
market at Stonestown on Sunday keep me well fed. Although Ilive on a
busy street | am just about to begin a huge window replacement job there
and then hope to get it painted with a new look before the rains start. Still
waiting for the approval from the city. | somehow want to make that
house look more modern. Black windows ,exterior, no shutters and
possibly a graphite or charcoal finish with just a splash of tiny trim. Itis
such a box | can't believe it won't look better if not at least different.

In the meantime | have taken up painting which gives me tremendous
frustration and countless hours of contentment at the same time. Funny
how that works.

It would be a great pleasure to see you again Dieu. Perhaps if and when
you can part with an autographed copy of your book. Thank you for

including me in your journey of life.

6/1/13
661



béng gap Tay

Ly Pham Dang <phamdang@aol.com>

Cam on Anh da cho tho 16 vai tam su’ trong cudc doi "khi Péng Tay
gap nhau " nhung lai tich cuc thuan loi cho tén la "chim”, tu’ do tung
hoanh trong khong gian it chudng ngai tirc nhién it va cham , nhu' vay
la Anh "sanh trong boc diéu " nhu nguoi ta thuong noi tuc la
Anh duoc nhiéu may man va co thoi vén hon nguoi . Miang cho Anh
con suc khoé, hanh phuc va yéu doi .

Than,

Ly

Kinh thua Huynh truong KHD,

Quyen Hoi Ky cua Huynh rat qui. Toi de nghi va mong moi Huynh viet tiep
nhung Chuong con lai vain thanh Sach voi ba ngon ngu Viet, Anh, Phap.
Doc gia Mien Nam o hai ngoai va nguoi ngoai quoc rat thich doc nhung
tai lieu mang tinh Lich su cua gioi tri thuc Mien Nam VN. Di vang la niem
tin yeu, chang khac nao chat kich-thich-to kich dong tuoi tre VN o hai
ngoai de mot ngay cac the he tre nay se tro ve que huong de boi dap, xay
dung lai song nui cuato tien...

Toi da duoc Huynh cho xem mot so chuong, rat la thich thu, hay lam. Vi
vay moi dam mo loi xin Huynh nghi lai in thanh Sach thay vi dua len cac
mang Internets. Khong can hinh anh cua chien tranh, xe tang, tau chien,
hay cac nhan vat nhu Nixon, Kissinger... hay Mao Trach Dong, Ho Chi
Minh, chi can nhung hinh anh cua que huong yen lanh voi nhung con
nguoi hien luong la du roi Huynh oi!

Bai Bao nay cua Huynh tren to San Jose Mercury News chung to hung
hon gia tri cua quyen Hoi Ky cua Huynh. Xin hoan hi chuc mung va nuoi
Ky vong la Huynh se xuat ban quyen Hoi Ky - co nhung chuong nhu vay -
ma Toi da duoc Huynh goi email cho xem qua.

Than kinh,
Van Nguyen Duong

662



Phu Luc 1 — Phan Hoi

From: Khoi Ngoc Hoang [mailto:khoihoang@hotmail.ca]

Sent: Saturday, July 30, 2016 8:57 AM

To: shamanvu <shaman9nguyenthuongvu@gmail.com>

Subject: Re: SACH-CHUONG 9 phan 1- New York- HY LAP.docx (18,354K)

Toi d3 doc chwong nay mét cach rat thu vi vi téi cling d3 di qua tat ca cac nwdc anh Diéu ké trur Ai
Cap va t6i cling duoc cai khoai tra di hang Pan Am sang Hoa Ky tu nghiép nam 1958 khi chua t&i 27
tudi, trén may bay tha hd udng ruou, goi dd 3n bat ct lGc ndo, con duoc ting mot cai tdi xach tay
va khi bay qua IDL - International date line - con dwgc ting mot cai bang nho nhé chirng nhan d3
bay qua IDL ngay gi¢’ ndo. T6i cling bi mat cap mot camera va tién mat trong khi mua vé xe Ita tai Y
méc dau d3 duwoc cdnh bao ngudi ndo qua Y ciing bi mat cp hét. Toi cling di tham cac di tich lich st
ma anh Didu d3 tdi va co nhan xét hét nhu anh thanh ra khi doc tdi cir ng& bai nay do t6i viét. Toi
chi thém mat chi tiét |a khi 3n jambon Serrato tai Spain vi td mo, xong toi lai van c6 théi quen [a dn
véi banh mi trong khi bén canh t6i, nhitng ngudi ban x& ho déu goi &n véi dua hiu va toi thay ho cé
ly hon. Tai Béc Au thi doi séng clia ho qué cao, tat ca cdc mén nhu nwdce lanh, ketch-up dé 3n véi
khoai chién tai Mc Donald, nudc tra v déu phai tra tién nhw mét mon 3n hét chua ké thué danh
vao d6 &n hinh nhu tédi 25%, ma nuwdc ho ludn luén dwoc xép hang trong 5 nudc séng hanh phuc
nhat trén thé gidi. Néu tdi khdng nhd sai thi mot bita tai Copenhagen toi phdi tra cho td mi $20+$5
mot ly nudc lanh+$5 thué=$30 dat gdp 5 1an tai Toronto, Canada. Pung nhu 1i anh Diéu viét, t8i co
cam twdng nhu di du lich cting anh vy chi khéng phai doc bai anh viét vé du lich. Cam on,

Re: book: "EAST MEETS WEST" cua KHG. KHUONG HUU DIEU?

Nguyen, Duong Van
1:01 AM (1 hour ago)

to me, Dien, duongnguyetanh, anhthu.lu, anh2huy, Ai, voatiengviet20., Phuong, Nancy, Tuyet,
DUONG, baothoiluan, Bhoaivietbuidi., Lac, Bat, DD, Huy-Bich, Lan, carolinech58, Cotantinhchau,
chanhdao, THU, 20, Cam, chiensiconghoa.

Kinh thwa qui vi, qui bang hitu,

, ~ Nham myc dinh giéi thicu
SACH VIET VE CHIEN TRANH VIET NAM BANG NGOAINGU

Cho céc thé hé tré VN & hai ngoai doc, tham khao, dé hiéu rd hon nhiéu mit ctia cudc chién nghiét
ngd da tirng giay x¢o qué huong tan pha dat nude, ma CSVN da glet chét hang chuyc triéu sinh linh,
lam bang hoai xa hdi da c6 né nép vin hod va phong tuc tap quan tot dep khién cho hang triéu gia
dinh gdm thudc moi tang 16p da bo qué cha dat to bang ring, vuot bién di tim tu do & bén phuong
troi. Hang trim ngan nguoi d chét mat xAc trong rirng siu, bién ca. Nhung da c6 hang triéu nguoi da
dén duoc bén bo tu do, phﬁn 16n 1a cac nudc phuong Tay, Au, MY chau. Vén dé hoi nhap gilra cudc
"gip g& Pong Tay" trd thanh then chét cho moi gia dinh. VAn dé sinh séng va hoc van trd thanh thiét
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yéu. Nhiéu nguoi thudc thé hé 1 da thanh cong, hon nita nhiéu gia dinh d3 dao tao dwgc thé hé thir 2
va 3, thanh nhirng nha tri thirc n61 danh trén nhiéu pham tru, chinh tri, quan sy, kinh té va khoa hoc
k¥ thuat rat dang dugc khen ngoi va ¢o suy vi da lam rang danh nguoi Viét Nam & hai ngoai.

Tuy nhién cic thé hé tré nay cua dai da s6 nhitng gia dinh lwu vong khéc ciing can hoc héi kinh
nghiém vua nhung nguoi di trude dé thanh cong 16n khi dén tir mot VN bj tran ngdp trong mau ltra
chién tranh cua thé hé trude da dit bude trén cac ving dat phuong Tay va viét lai nhirng trang st qui
gia. Mot trong nhung vi d6 1a Khoa Hoc Gia Khuwong Huu Piéu. Ong 1a tac gia ciia quyén sich "East
Meets West" sap xuat ban.

Ong Khuong Huu Diéu sinh khoang dau thap nién 30 cia thé ky trugce, trong mot gia dinh tri thirc tu
san & ving dong bang Song Ciru Long. Thu¢ thiéu thoi, ong hoc cap Tiéu hoc & M§ Tho, thi trdn tru
pht ciia con Séng Tién Giang. Hoc Trung hoc Bé Nhit cip & Trung hoc Le Myre de Vilers, dau bang
Brevet Elementaire chuong trinh Phap va bang Thanh Chung (DEPSL Diplome d' Etudes Primaires
Supérieures). Nam 1948, ong theo hoc Chuong trinh Trung hoc Bé Nhi Cap & Lycée Yersin & Da-
Lat. Sau khi tt nghi¢p Tu tai Toan Phan, ong dugc hoc béng Fulbright nam 1952 du hoc Hoa Ky,
hoc & College Lafayette & Pennsylvania. T6t nghiép Cir nhan, tha khoa mén Science in mechanical,
ong duogc hoc béng nhap hoc chuong trinh Cao hoc Khoa hoc ¢ Truong Khoa hoc Ky thuat MIT
(Massachusetts Institute of Technology). MIT 1a Pai hoc dugc xép thir Nhat trong 16 Trudng Dai hoc
noi tiéng nhat thé giéi, trén Yale, Oxford ciia Anh, Politechniques ctia Phap v.v... di tirmg c6 76 khoa
hoc gia xudt than trudng nay dugc trao giai thuong Nobel vé khoa hoc k¥ thuat. KHP tét nghiép Cao
hoc vé Khoa hoc Co gi6i nam 1957 va quyét tré vé Mién Nam Viét Nam dé phuc vu dit nudce sau khi
tir chdi hoc bong ctia mot sd trudng dai hoc khac cia Hoa Ky.

Vé Viét Nam ong duoc dé cir gitr nhiéu chirc vu quan trong trong chinh phii. Chirc vu cao nhat 1a Thi
trudng B Kinh T¢€ ndm 1966, khi Ong mdi 35 tudi. Nhung trén hét KHD 1a mdt khoa hoc gia tung
dem tuoi tré va tai nang phuc vu to quoc voi nhi¢t tdim va long tan tuy vo bo.

Sau 30/4/1975 KHD luu vong va dinh cu tai Hoa Ky. Ong viét lai hoi ky "East Meets West" khong
dé chi cho riéng 6ng, ma dé luu lai it nhiéu hiéu biét va trai nghiém cua mot chung nhan tri thirc cho
cac thé hé tré Viét Nam o hai ngoai chiém nghiém vé kiép sdng va suy tu ctia ngudi luu vong trong
va sau chién tranh.

Chung t6i xin tran trong giGi thiéu tac pham hitu ich ndy cho thé hé tré Viét Nam & hai ngoai. Dudi
day 1a mot vai bai trich tir tac phim cua tac gia Khuwong Hitu Diéu.

Xin chuc mét ngay qui vi s€ nhin thay mau c¢ cili rang rd trén qué huong Viét Nam yéu dau.

Van Nguyén Dudng
Thang 9, nam 2016.

Dr Nguyen Van Quy.
Dr Quy went through every single day and night at An Loc during this valiant

battle with his soldiers and civilians, working 24/7 for several months in a
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row, under mortars and heavy VC artillery when this city was cut off from our
logistics and man-power.

He was promoted from the fields for bravery under enemy’s fire.

Thank you anh Quy.

Dr Nguyen Van Quy.

Ciing xin cdm on anh Piéu da bé céng viét lai nhirng su’ kién lich sir

va nhirng kinh nghiém quy bau cia mot nhan chirng song.

Cang doc cang thay anh Di€u la mét ngudi tai cao dirc trong. Khen

nhiéu ciing bang thtra, chi xin dudc nga nén nghiéng minh kinh phuc.
Quy

From: Khoi Hoang [mailto:khoihoang@hotmail.ca]

Sent: Monday, October 24, 2016 7:19 PM

To: nguyenthuongvu <shamanthuongvu@yahoo.com>

Subject: Re: Thi Trudng Kin T€ Khuwong Hiru Diéu SACH-CHUONG 15. Hop tac qudc té.pdf (4,542K)

Toi tan thanh va hoan nghénh anh KHPiéu d3 1én an Kissinger, mot ke gian manh d3
vi quyén loi riéng tuw gop tay v@i Cong san xo6a bo ché dd cong hoa tai mién Nam
Viét Nam. T6i cling ngwo'ng mo anh Piéu, d3 gop tay xay dwng mién Nam phd cudng
v&i tam huyét ciia mét ké si chan chinh. Khoi Hoang

Anh Piéu than mén,

ToOi thich tha doc cuon hoi ky chan thanh cua Anh. T trudc téi nay,
toi chua hé dudgc doc mot cudn sach nao tha vi chira dung nhiéu diéu
dé& hoc héi nhu vdy cua bat cir gidi chinh tri gia, tudng lanh hay tri
thirc nao cua ching ta. C6 thé vi tdi khong doc nhiéu sach chang. Toi
ciing doc xong chu'ong 12 va thay dugc that rd rang nhirng gia datva
nguy hiém chiing ta da phai tra trong no luc phat trién ky nghé trong
thoi chién. Téi xin chuyén 16i ca ngoi t6i mdt bd 6c sang sudt va mét
cuon sach that hay va trung thuc.

Ngoc

Xin cam on anh Ngoc.
Piéu
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Thua khéng. Chinh t6i méi phai cdm on Anh da cho doc mét tac pham
hiém hoi phan chiéu mo6t tam hon chan thanh va mot bo oc chinh truc.
Ngudi doc, bat ké thudc thanh phan nao, ciing chia sé du'gc niém vinh
du khi doc vé cudc doi dac biét cua Anh. Va Anh da lam mot cuoc hanh
trinh “6n c6” mot cach that xuat sac.

Ngoc.[London School of Economics, Former minister of Economy]

From: <parnett348@aol.com>
Date: Fri, Sep 5, 2014 at 12:59 PM
Subject: Book

To: dieukhuonghuu@alum.mit.edu

Dear Dieu Khuong,

| have been reading your autobiographical material, and wondering
how I can best help you move ahead with your writing project. Like so
many other accomplished Vietnamese professionals whose lives were
shaken up by the Fall of Saigon in 1975 you have a remarkable story
to tell, and it is good that you have taken the trouble to assemble your
thoughts and pictures in this way. In my view the most interesting of
your memories deal with your early school days in Vietnam when you
interacted with French and foreign teachers, your study in America,
and your return to Saigon to eventually become the Chairman of the
Vietnamese Industrial Development Bank. It was you and your
childhood friends who helped create the South Vietnam that America
initially supported and then abandoned. Many thousands of books have
been published about this historical period, including the trials and
ultimately the successes of the many Vietnamese who found a new life
in America after the war. It seems to me your biggest contribution to
the literature would be to dig deeper into your memories of your youth
and education, your interaction with the French colonial system, and
your years working with the Americans during the war.
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Well Dieu Khuong | hope this helps. | enjoyed meeting with you and
others in San Jose last month.

Best regards,
Peter

"Peter Arnett, Pulitzer Prize war reporter"

HiD,

You can rejoice, and as I've said it several times, your works will be highly appreciated
by a wide range of different people, both in the Vietnamese communities in-country
and abroad and certainly some US circles. I knew an order for 150 Memoirs of a close
friend from a US University although he wrote it in Vietnamese. I am sure you can
beat him, and easily.

Rit it nguoi co du can dim va kha ning d” viet vé nhitng thich thirc ma VNCH pbaz
gzmb chiu, vé nhirng c6 gang vieo't bue cua VNCH trong muc tiéu pbat trién quéc gia
va xa hoi VN trong tbo’z cbzen Dic biét Ia vira pbaz cbong gldc, viwea nudi song din
cbung, Vu’a canh tin xu so VU'I vo'i cac chuwong tinh kbuyen klucb cac doanh nghiép
10’11 11110, vita bao vé méi tm’o’ng Tuy ¢ sach co bang ta diém xudt sic nhu’ng chin chin
cung se khong tmnb khoi nhiéu tin tu’c khién minh phzu' "nhiu Iong may". . Cin nhiéu
kién nhin dé t1ep nhin nhu’ng tin nd .

Tiit nhién phin I6n lod ich Ii nhirng kinh nghiém v gia vé nhirng khé khén ciia vin
dé thie hién cac muc ti€u noi trén. Ngu’o’I doc co thé lwa chon trong hemg chuc "'xe
ciit kit" diy dii suy ar, t6 chwe nghién ciru, chiwong trinh thwe hién cac muc tiéu..

Cher D, I witness your thinking and efforts even before you wrote the first word, and
1 admIre you. Chdc chin se co nhiéu pbzm u’ng tich cwe cua doc gza trong va ngoal
awoc va cac co quan truyen théng Viét, My.

A 5.152017

Sunday, July 2, 2017
Cam nghi vé cuon sach "Béng gap Tay "

Nhw da hira véi Ong, sau day 1a mot sé6 cam nghi cta toéi sau khi doc xong
667



béng gap Tay
cudn " Pdng gap Tay" :

Van 1a nguwei : Ong la ngwoi bdc trwe va thang than nén van caa Ong ciing
thang than va chan thanh. Cach viét chan thanh va binh di 1am téi lién
twéng dén nhirng 1&i ké chuyén tam tinh ciia mét ngwdi anh , dé gay thién
cam va xuc déng cho ngwi doc.

Bo cuc theo dién tién thoi glan tlr thoi tho au dén luc trwcyng thanh va khi
vé gia rat phu hop véi mét cude song day ap nhirng ky niém vui buén,
nhirng thang tram bién chuyén ciua Ong, lam  doc gia khi doc xong mgt
chwong lai muén doc chwong tiép theo .

Nhipng tai liéu va hinh anh swu tdm céng phu 1am cudn sach tré nén sinh
dong hon . Téi da hoc héi dwoe nhiéu diéu vé lich str, dia ly, phong tuc
tap quan cung nghé thuat am thwc ctiia mét sé nwéc trén thé gidi.

Khéng mét cudn hoi ky nao lai c6 dwoc mét " vedn hoa anecdotes” dic
biét nhw vay! Chwong 24 1am toat Ién sw quy mén va kinh trong ctia nhirng
ngwoi da tieng lam viéc véi Ong. Day la mét diéu that dang quy va rat dang
dé tran trong.

Toém lai tdi da doc cudn " Bong gap Tay" trong sw thich tha va ngwéng
mao!

VTLoan

668



Poi dong vé Khwong-Hitu Dicu

Sanh qudn tai Vinh Long 6 viing Pong Bing Song Cttu Long, Khuong-Hitu Diéu da sém hip thu vin
hoa Phap khi nhap hoc Truong College Le Myre de Vilers & My Tho va Lycée Yersin 6 Da Lat.

PAu Td Tai Ban Todn nim 1951 hang «Mention Bien», diéu hiém c6 trong hé thong thi ctt thoi Phdp
thudc, ong da dat dugc nhiéu bang khen ting cia Vua Norodom Sihanouk, Thi Truéng Pa Lat, Hoi
Phu Huynh Hoc Sinh Truong Chasseloup Laubat, Marie Curie va Pétrus Ky.

Ong dugc hoc bong Fulbright du hoc Hoa Ky 1952, tot nghiép 1956, thu khoa nganh Ky Su Co Khi tai
Dai Hoc Lafayette (Pennsylvania); ong dugc bdo NEW YORK TIMES ding tin thing hoc bong Tau Beta
PI (National Honorary Engineering Society), dé tiép tuc hoc ¢ Massachusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT) va tot nghiép Cao hoc nim 1957. Ong 1a ngudi Viét dau tién tot nghiép Cao hoc Ky Sur tir MIT vé
phuc vu Viét Nam.

Vira nhan xong cAp bing, ong dugc Cong ty EBASCO, mot dai cong ty quoc té ki nghé dién 6 New York
thu dung. Véi tu cdch ky su dy 4n, ong da tham gia nhiéu dy 4n xay cat to 16n 6 Nam M§. V6i ban chit
cau tién va hiéu hoc, dng ciing ghi tén theo hoc 16p t0i nganh Quan Tri & Columbia University Business
School.

Trong 14 nam, tir 1961 dén 1975, 6ng lan lugt ddm nhan cdc chiic vu lanh dao: Gidm Doc Ky Thuat
Cong Ty Duong VN (1961-1964), Tha Trudng Bo Thuong Mai, K§ Nghé (1966-1968). Chitc vu ma dng
gin b6 1au dai trong hon 10 nim (1964-1975) 1a Gidm Doc Trung Tam Khuéch Truong Kj Nghé va
Tong Gidm Dbc Ngan Hang Phit Trién K§ Nghé. Trong trdch nhiém ctia 2 co quan ndy, ong c6 dip thiét
[4p va tham gia vao cdc cong trinh xAy dung ha ting co s&, phit trién nén kj nghé vita thodt khéi thoi
ky thudc dia lai 1Am vao thdi chién. Ong da nhin dugc nhiéu huy chuong cao quy ctia Thii Tudng
Chanh Phii, B§ Kinh T¢, B§ Tai Chanh, Bo Cong Chanh, B Lao Dong vé su dong gop ctia ong. Tong
Thong Tudng Gidi Thach da trao ting cho 6ng huy chuong Minh Tinh ctia Trung Hoa Dan Quac.

Ngoai cdc cOng tac trén, ong la gido su thinh gidng cho Trung Tam Ky Thuat Pha Tho, Truong Cao
Piang Qudc Phong va thanh vién ctia nhiéu Hoi Dong Quan Tri cc co s6 ki nghé, hiép hoi. Vé vin héa
va nghé thuat, ong Ia Chu Tich Hoi Dong Quan Tri Hoi Viét-My (1972-1975), sing lap vién Hoi Hoa
Kiéng VN (1966-1975).

Thang 5, 1975, 6ng dugc bau 1am Trai trudng trai ti nan Pendleton, Cali v sau dé dugc Cong Ty

BechTel ¢ San Francisco thu dung. Ong lam Phu T4 Giam Ddc Dy An trong 12 nim (1975-1987) rdi
sau d6 thanh Iap Cong Ty MDA Engineering cting 6 San Francisco cho dén lic ong vé huu nim 1996.




L&i Giéi Thiéu Caa Ban Dong Mén XN MIT ‘57

The book EAST meets WEST by DIEU KHUONGHUU is a deailed
historical account covering over 86 years of the author's life from the Mekong
Delta to San Francisco Bay. During the first half of his life Dieu was a first-hand
witness to what happened to the land of his ancestors beginning in the 1930s
under French colonial rule. But he was also a notable participant in many
crucial events in the south of Vietnam after the Geneva Accords partitioned the
country in 1954. This partitioning was followed by long years of war until the
fall of Saigon in 1975 to North Vietnamese troops. During the next forty years,
he struggled to have a decent and dignified life in America. Now Dieu has taken
the time and effort to record in this book his experiences over eight decades
and thus share them with young and old alike, for generations to come.

DIEU grew up in the small town of My Tho in the Mekong Delta, a town with
deep Vietnamese traditions and customs. The stories of his childhood years
provide a good description of life in Vietnam under French colonial rule. At that
time, the best schools available in his hometown were a Vietnamese
elementary school and a French junior high school. Then for his high school,
he was able to attend the French Lycee Yersin in Dalat where he obtained his
Baccalaureat with honors. In 1952, he was also most fortunate to be awarded
the much sought after Fulbright Scholarship to go to the United States for
further studies. It was at the Lafayette College in Easton Pennsylvania that he
had his first encounters with the American way of life. It was also the first time
that he was away from Vietnam, facing the many challenges of adapting to a
different culture and and a different language. He had to overcome quickly his
shortcomings in the English language in order to follow the courses just as he
had to get used to American food. The staff at Lafayette College did everything
to help him out, particularly when funding of the Fulbright Scholarship stopped
in the second year. He was then given a job waiting tables which enabled him
work through college and obtain his diploma there.

After Lafayette College Dieu became the very first Viethamese with a Tau
Beta Pi honorary fellowship to attend the famous MIT and receive a Masters
Degree in Mechanical Engineering. It gave him great prestige to wear the MIT
label and the precious technical knowledge thus obtained enabled him to carry
out his responsibilities while serving his poor country, Vietnam, which was then
quickly drawn into the terrible scourge of war that lasted nearly two decades.

Back in Saigon, Dieu's MIT qualifications were widely recognized by
peoplefrom both inside and outside government circles. He worked first in the
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Private sector for a few years before joining government service as Director of
the Industrial Development Center and later assuming the responsibilities of
Director General of the Industrial Development Bank. DIEU was to remain in
these two positions over the following 12 years during which time he also
became Deputy Minister of Economy in charge of Industrial Development. In
that capacity, together with the Minister of Economy & Finance AU TRUONG
THANH, he had a meeting at the White House with President Lyndon B.
Johnson in 1966. He was able to carry out outstanding works in the field of
industrial development in South Vietnam which were acknowledged by many
foreign governments that bestowed on him their national orders and highest
decorations. He remained in government service until the fall of Saigon to the
north Vietnamese troops in April 1975.

DIEU and his wife Marie were able to escape in extremis out of Saigon and
reach Camp Pendleton where he was quickly elected "Mayor of Camp
Pendleton” to help take care of thousands of refugees arriving there each day.
The second half of his life as he set out to become a U.S. citizen began then
with just one hundred and fifty dollars in travelers’ checks and a small bag of
old clothes. It was very hard and trying at the beginning with odd jobs and just
a small rented room.

But through hard work and perseverance he eventually managed to get
proper work as Assistant Project Manager with the large Bechtel corporation in
San Francisco. He remained with Bechtel during twelve years which earned
him comfortable retirement benefits and a wonderful home in the beautiful San
Francisco Bay.

The book East meets West is, of course, a poignant story of war and peace
but it includes vivid descriptions of clashes between eastern and western
cultures, the merging of different traditions and customs, and the evolution in
ways of life and family values, most of it generating conflicts in both the mind
and heart. Finally, much sweat and tears have made it possible for DIEU and
his wife to achieve their successful integration into the great American nation,
their country of adoption during the past four decades.

This book is all the more remarkable due to its display of hundreds of
photographs and documents depicting people, events, places and the flow of
time. It is a valuable reference book for research and study as well as
fascinating reading.

( from my MIT classmate XN’57 )
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EAST MEETS WEST

Flight of the Eagle

My Eighty-Six Years Odyssey
from the Mekong Delta to the San Francisco Bay

Introduction

By fate or by destiny my grandmother decided that | would be named “qui
Dieu”, the Vietnamese word for “Eagle.” Little did she know how
appropriate the name would be, for the eagle has come to symbolize my life
- through all of my journeys and aspirations to fly above the rest and thrive
in spite of the challenges that have come before me - in both the East and
the West. My first flight across the Pacific was for education. My last flight
across the same ocean was for survival. According to Rudyard Kipling "East
is East, and West is West, and never the twain shall meet." But | have asked
myself, when “East meets West, then what?” Since the melding of East and
West has truly defined my life, | have chosen to tackle this question by
sharing the story of my life - from my childhood in the Mekong Delta to the
latter half of my life in San Francisco, where | ended up after coming to
America as a refugee following the Vietham War.

| have never written a book in my life, so why would | do so now at the ripe
old age of eighty plus years? Well, when you reach this stage of your
existence, there is a popular saying in Vietham reminding you that “you have
come much nearer to the bosom of the earth, and a bit farther away from
heavens above,” or as one would say in the west, | am close to the point of
"ashes to ashes, and dust to dust." This is the time of life when all kinds of
memories begin to flash back to you with increasing intensity. Very often in
the evening, when sitting alone in the quiet of my back garden, all kinds of
things surge into my head with a multitude of images from my distant past.

These moments of reminiscing can be extremely emotional and quite
chaotic at the same time. For this reason, | have tried to put this
kaleidoscope of memories, which in fact consists of my life’s story, into
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some semblance of order. | decided to start writing down these memories
in case they might not come back to me again, and the pages just piled up.
This prompted me to organize them, not only in terms of time and space,
but together with the thoughts, feelings and emotions that | felt along the
way - all of which have helped me to become the person that | am today. |
have accumulated several hundred pages of memoirs over the past few
years of my retirement, so upon the insistence of many of my friends and
relatives, | have chosen to share them in the form of this book.

So much for the origin of this book and its title. Beyond simply recording
the events of my life, this book is, above all, dedicated to my beloved
parents, to my dearest wife Marie who has stood by my side for better and
for worse over the past 55 years, and to the members of my extended family
as well as numerous friends in Vietnam, the US, and elsewhere in the world
who may wish to know more about the story of my life.

| spent the first half of my life in tumultuous Asia, specifically Vietnam. | lived
through French colonialism, the Japanese invasion followed by the return
of the French expeditionary troops with more war and re-occupation until
the Geneva Accords of 1954 which partitioned Vietnam at the 17th parallel
thus establishing communist North Vietnam and nationalist South Vietnam.
The predominant context of this first half of my life was, of course, the war
in Vietham which came to an end in 1975 but has remained a subject of
endless and heated debate to this day even among the experts and pundits.
The war in Vietham must be remembered as one of the greatest collective
tragedies of the 20th century, the most devastating armed conflict in the
4,000 years of Vietnam's written history, and the longest foreign war for the
American people since the birth of their nation more than two hundred years
ago. For me, having been exposed to both the Viethamese and American
ways of life, that dreadful war represents an enormous and violent clash of
civilizations, and the terrible consequences of when “East meets West" in
the land of my ancestors.

The second half of my life began in April 1975 when | arrived at Camp
Pendleton, California. After the fall of Saigon in 1975, at age 44, | lost my
country, my home, and my possessions -all things | held dear in my life.
Stepping out of Camp Pendleton, | had to overcome the extreme hardship
and challenges of a refugee with nothing to my name but $150 in traveler’s
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checks and a handbag of old clothes. This second half of my life has
encompassed 22 years of hard work, followed by almost 20 years of
comfortable retirement in my adopted country.

| must thank my Creator for giving me this second chance in America and
not somewhere else, for | deeply cherish the privilege of living in a country
of freedom and opportunity. | had never wished to abandon, or be
separated from, my native homeland but remaining in Viet Nam under the
totalitarian communist regime was never an option for me and my wife,
Marie. It is quite amazing that the fateful and dramatic year of 1975, which
has left a deep and indelible scar, sliced my entire life story into two almost
equal periods of 40 years. Both parts have been filled with mixed feelings
of great joy and happiness, along with profound pain and suffering. During
these two long periods of my life, | had three major encounters of “East
Meets West." First, during my stay in America for my education from 1952
to 1958, then back in Saigon and through the war which seemed to prove
Rudyard Kipling correct, and finally from 1975 on, as a refugee in America
with my laborious efforts to secure a meaningful life during which | have
shown that East and West can successfully meet in America!

As an American citizen with a hybrid Eastern and Western viewpoint, a
Chinese-Vietnamese cultural background, and a combined Vietnamese,
French and American education, | want to retrace my journey from my
peaceful life in the Mekong Delta of the 1930’s to the high tech San
Francisco Bay Area of the 21st century. In 1952, long before the American
intervention in Viet Nam, | left Saigon to pursue a Fulbright scholarship in
the US. Over the next seven years | was fortunate to receive an excellent
education from Lafayette College, then the prestigious MIT, and later from
Columbia University. In 1958, | returned home to serve in the nationalist
South Vietnamese government in Saigon until April 1975 when | was
thankfully able to escape the violent Bolshevik-like takeover of the whole
country. A new era, the “rebirth of the eagle,” had started - going through
the full circle of riches to rags, and from rags to riches once again.

My initial Trans-Pacific journey from the East to the West in 1952 quickly
and drastically changed my life. | left an underdeveloped French colony in
old Indochina and flew over the Pacific Ocean to study engineering in
America, the most advanced country of the world after WWII. The trip itself
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was incredible for a Viethamese youngster in the early 1950s. For me, it was
my maiden flight from the shores of the Mekong Delta in Vietnam to the San
Francisco Bay in America. It was also the beginning of my personal
adventure of "East Meets West."

My Fulbright scholarship allowed me a few days of orientation in the great
city of San Francisco to prepare myself for my very first contact with life in
America. After that initial clash between East and West, my journey
continued smoothly to Lafayette College in Easton, Pennsylvania. In all
respects, | was "thrown into the ocean to learn how to swim" instead of
being gradually immersed into my new environment and the use of the
English language. Being uprooted from my traditional Asian family life was,
of course, a real nightmare. Homesickness, loneliness, and the language
barrier were my worst enemies. Somehow, by surviving all of these
challenges, | became a lot stronger and my skin became thicker. These first
four years in Pennsylvania transformed my life, making me more
independent and more prepared for the tough steps ahead. The next
challenge was MIT, along with my head-grinding efforts to complete my
graduate studies as quickly as possible and acquire the professional skills
| needed before returning home.

| was determined to study very hard during my years of schooling in
America, even if | had to sacrifice fun and leisure in order to succeed
academically. The results were simply astonishing. | was consistently at the
top of my class, even though many of my classmates were much more
intelligent than | was. After graduating from MIT | spent some time working
and enjoying myself in New York City. Then finally, in 1958, | made the
memorable decision to return to Vietnham, with a ticket on Pan American
Airways that enabled me to travel the world for 90 days en route.

Returning home was a real life” Rip van Winkle” experience for me. As soon
as my parents and relatives appeared at Saigon Tan Son Nhut airport to
welcome me home after our long separation, | realized that my years in the
US had been a period of luxury living and a safe haven from the escalating
war in Viet Nam. The stark realities about my homeland hit me in full force.
And so began a completely new chapter of my life in South Viet Nam. Before
getting too settled, | took care of my top priorities - | got married, | bought
a house, and began my career.
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During my 17 years of hard work in Saigon in the government civilian sector,
| did my best to contribute and serve my beloved country which was
impoverished by continuous enemy infiltration and armed aggression by
communist North Vietham. In 1966, at age 35, | was the youngest ever
Deputy Minister of Economy of South Vietnam, managing an $800 million
civilian aid program and millions of dollars of Viet Nam's own foreign
exchange. | had the chance to form a strong team of “young Turk
technocrats.” They created the entire necessary infrastructure for the
economic development of war-torn Vietnam. In 1966, together with the
Viethamese Minister of Economy & Finance Au Truong Thanh, | had the
opportunity to visit President Johnson and his adviser Mr. Walt Rostow in
the White House. Also in attendance was McGeorge Bundy, US National
Security Advisor. The purpose of the meeting was to review the economic
challenges in our struggling country that had been so impacted by the war.

My dream to see a peaceful and prosperous South Viet Nam never did come
true. By April 1975, the situation became a nightmare, and the subsequent
fall of Saigon precipitated my second journey to the U.S. - but this time with
shock and surprise. The next thing | knew, my wife and | were alive and
uninjured in Camp Pendleton in California where my fellow refugees elected
me mayor of the camp to take care of thousands of Viethamese families
arriving day after day. From there, a new chapter of my life began, with years
of hard work, stress, sweat and fun, followed by my current happy,
prosperous and, most of all, healthy retirement in my adopted hometown of
San Francisco. My second phase of "East Meets West" is surely now
reaching its final stages.

| feel lucky and gratified to be able to record these two long journeys: first
from a relatively peaceful Viet Nam, and then the second from a Viet Nam
that had been destroyed by war. When | first left Vietham, it was only to
pursue my education, but when | left my native country for the second time,
| had the distressful feeling that this goodbye was for good. | was filled with
profound sadness at the loss of freedom and democracy for the Viethamese
people, and also for the painful thought that | would never again see the
land of my ancestors, and / cried...

Looking back at these memories, spanning the Pacific Ocean and over eight
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decades, my journey of “East Meets West” has also been an inner one,
which has deeply affected my heart and mind. With the amazing human
capacity for evolution and adaptation, | remember gradually integrating into
the American lifestyle. Little by little | was able to understand the so-called
"melting pot," which has made it possible for hundreds of millions of people
from different races, creeds and cultures to have succeeded in creating a
society in which to live together in peace. Collectively, they have made
extraordinary achievements, by way of tremendous sacrifice, sweat and
tears, in all fields of human endeavors. Whether one likes it or not, the
melting pot of America has proven to be a unique, but successful,
experiment in the history of humankind.

After four continuous decades of living in the United States, | can say that
the second half of my life was filled with great challenges. But in this land
of the free, | have learned that honesty and hard work can claim its
legitimate rewards for people who wish to have a decent and respectable
life. For me, America is exceptional, not because it has become the richest
and most powerful nation in the world, but because it has propagated its
ideals of freedom and democracy to the four corners of the earth, ever since
its birth as a nation in 1776. It continues to do so and is a beacon of light
for oppressed people everywhere who are fighting against totalitarianism
and dictatorship. Nowadays, many millions of people continue to look at
America as the land of asylum, refuge and survival, as | did in 1975.

The reader will note this book contains many photos of U.S. landmark sites,
which will be familiar to all Americans, and thus wonder why the need for
such photos. My answer is that my book is to be translated into Viethamese
and distributed among Vietnamese readers, many of whom will not be
familiar with these American landmarks.

It has been a worthwhile and exciting journey. Let me now tell you my
unique and personal story of “East Meets West"- My flight of the Eagle from
the shores of the Mekong Delta to the San Francisco Bay.

Khuong Huu Dieu

The Golden State
2017
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Quand I'Est rencontre I'Ouest

Envol de I'Aigle

Mon odyssée de Quatre-vingts six ans
du Delta du Mékong
a la Baie de San Francisco

Introduction

Par destinée ou a dessein, ma grand-mere m'a donné "Aigle" comme nom,
en vietnamien. Ma premieére traversée de I'Océan Pacifique fut pour effectuer
mes études supérieures. Ma derniére traversée, du méme océan, fut pour ma
survie. Rudyard Kipling nous a averti : "/'Est est I'Est, et /'Ouest est |'Ouest ;
jamais ils ne se rencontreront”. Je me suis demandé "QUAND L'EST
RENCONTRE L'OUEST, que se passe-t-il? Trouver une réponse a cette question
a éteé un défi obligé et difficile, a une phase avancée, de mon trés long voyage.

Je n'ai jamais écrit de livre de ma vie, alors pourquoi le faire quand j'ai
maintenant dépassé I'age de quatre-vingts ans? Eh bien, quand vous avez
atteint cette époque de la vie, un dicton populaire vietnamien vous rappelle
que vous étes déja plus pres de la terre, ici-bas, et plus loin du ciel, la-haut,
c'est a dire que "la poussiére retourne a la poussieére" comme on le pense en
Occident! C'est aussi le temps quand toutes sortes de souvenirs vous
envahissent avec une intensité croissante. Cela a été le cas pour moi quand
j'ai pris une retraite confortable il y a quelques années dans cette belle ville
de San Francisco qui est devenue mon foyer pendant ces quatre derniéres
décennies et méme un peu plus. Trés souvent dans la soirée, quand je suis
assis seul dans le jardin qui se trouve derriere ma maison, toutes sortes
d'images ressurgissent dans ma téte provenant de mon lointain passé.

Ces réminiscences peuvent étre trés émotionnelles et en méme temps trés
chaotiques. C'est pourquoi je suis obligé de me controler et de mettre un peu
d'ordre dans ce kaléidoscope qui constitue, en fait, toute I'histoire de ma vie.
C'est ce besoin impérieux qui m'a amené a donner quelques cohérences a
cette masse énorme de souvenirs. Je me suis ainsi résolu a les mettre par écrit
de peur qu'ils ne me reviennent plus. Les pages s'amoncellent. C'est pourquoi
je les ai mises, selon un ordre chronologique, non seulement en terme de
temps et de lieux, pour les gens et leurs places dans ma vie, mais aussi en
matiére de pensées, de sentiments et d'émotions, qui m'ont aidé a devenirla
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personne que je suis maintenant. Ces écrits sur mes souvenirs se sont
accumulés dans plusieurs centaines de pages au cours des années récentes
de ma retraite, et beaucoup de mes parents et de mes amis ont insisté pour
que je les mette sous forme de livre afin qu'ils puissent en profiter autant
pour l'information que pour le plaisir.

Tels sont I'origine et la naissance de ce livre et de son titre. Pour moi ce
n'est pas seulement le souvenir de mon passé. Comme cela a été dit
précédemment, ce livre est par-dessus tout dédié a mes parents bien aimés,
a ma tres chere femme Marie, qui s'est tenue a mes cotés, pour le meilleur et
pour le pire, au cours de ces cinquante-sept derniéres années, aux membres
de ma famille élargie aussi bien qu'aux nombreux amis qui sont au Viét Nam,
aux Etats Unis et ailleurs dans le monde et qui souhaitent mieux connaitre
I'histoire de ma vie.

J'ai passé la premiere moitié de ma vie dans I'Asie tumultueuse, plus
précisément au Viét Nam. J'ai vécu a travers la colonisation francaise,
I'invasion japonaise, suivie du retour du Corps Expéditionnaire Francais avec
davantage de guerre, de réoccupation, jusqu'aux Accords de Genéve de 1954
qui ont fixé la partition du pays au 17éme paralléle: créant le Nord Viét Nam
Communiste et le Sud Viét Nam Nationaliste. Le contexte prédominant de
cette moitié de ma vie a été, bien siir, la guerre au Viét Nam qui s'est terminée
en 1975, mais qui reste jusqu'a maintenant le sujet d'un débat intense et sans
fin parmi les spécialistes et les experts. Par-dessus tout et pour tout le monde,
la guerre du Viét Nam doit étre retenue comme I'une des plus grandes
tragédies collectives du 20éme siécle, conflit armé le plus dévastateur des
quatre mille années d'histoire écrite du Viét Nam et de la plus longue guerre
étrangére du peuple américain depuis la naissance de leur nation il y a
quelques deux cents années. Pour moi, qui ai connu a la fois la facon de vivre
des américains et celle des vietnamiens, cette terrible guerre a été un terrible
choc de civilisation "Quand I'Est rencontre I'Ouest” sur la terre de mes
ancétres.

La seconde moitié de ma vie a commencé en avril 1975 quand je suis arriveé
au Camp Pendleton en Californie et quand j'ai pu m'installer a San Francisco.
Apres la chute de Saigon en 1975, a I'age de 44 ans, j'ai perdu ma patrie, mon
foyer, mes possessions, tout ce qui m'est cher dans ma vie. En sortant du
Camp Pendleton j'ai dii faire face au sort terrible et aux épreuves d'un réfugié
qui n'a plus rien d'autre que 150 dollars en chéque de voyage dans ma poche
et un sac de vieux vétements. La seconde partie de ma vie a ensuite consisté
en 22 années de vie pénibles suivie des derniéres vingt années d'une retraite
confortable dans mon pays d'adoption.
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Je dois remercier mon Créateur de m'avoir donné cette seconde chance
en Amérique, et pas quelque part ailleurs, et j'apprécie profondément le
privilege de vivre dans un pays de liberté et d'opportunités. Je n'ai jamais
souhaité abandonner mon pays natal ou en étre séparé mais rester au Viét
Nam sous le régime communiste totalitaire ne pouvait jamais étre une option
pour moi et pour ma femme, Marie, pour beaucoup de raisons évidentes. II
est tout a fait étonnant que I'année 1975, dramatique et fatidique, ait laissé
une cicatrice profonde et indélébile, coupant I'histoire de ma vie en deux
moitiés presqu’ égales de quarante ans. Ces deux parties ont été remplies a
la fois de moments de grandes joies et de bonheur et d'autres de peines et de
souffrances infinies. Mais ces deux longues périodes de ma vie, m'ont mis par
trois fois face a cette circonstance "quand I'Est rencontre I'Ouest” : d'abord
lors d'un séjour pour mes études de 1952 a 1958, puis a mon retour dans la
guerre au Viéet Nam avec I'énorme intervention américaine, qui semblait
prouver que Rudyard Kipling avait raison, et finalement a partir de 1975
comme réfugié aux Etats Unis ou j'ai fait des efforts laborieux pour obtenir
une vie significative, qui tende a montrer que I'Est et I'Ouest peuvent se
rencontrer avec succés en Amérique.

En tant que citoyen américain, avec un point de vue hybride d'oriental et
d'occidental, avec une culture sino-viethamienne et une éducation a la fois
vietnamienne, frangaise et américaine, je veux retracer mon voyage de ma
vie paisible dans le delta du Mékong dans les années trente a la zone de haute
technologie de la baie de San Francisco du XXI*™e siécle. En 1952 j'ai pu
quitter Saigon grace a une bourse Fulbright. Pendant sept ans j'ai eu la chance
de recevoir une excellente éducation a I'Université Lafayette de Pennsylvanie,
puis au prestigieux Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) et enfin a
I'Université de Columbia. En 1958, je suis revenu pour servir, dans le
gouvernement nationaliste du Sud Viét Nam, jusqu'en avril 1975 quand j'ai
eu la chance de fuir I'emprise "bolchevique" qui s'est abattue sur I'ensemble
de mon pays. Une nouvelle ére a commencé. C'est la période de la
"renaissance de l'aigle". Je suis passé a travers I'ensemble du cycle de la
richesse a la misére pour retrouver a nouveau la richesse.

Mon voyage Trans-pacifique initial, de I'Est a I'Ouest en 1952, a rapidement
et compléetement changé ma vie. J'ai quitté une vieille colonie francaise sous
développée pour voler a travers I'Océan Pacifique faire des études d'ingénieur
aux Etats Unis, le pays le plus avancé du monde depuis la deuxiéme guerre
mondiale. Le voyage lui-méme était un événement incroyable pour un jeune
viethamien au début des années cinquante. Pour mon expérience
personnelle, c'était mon tout premier vol des rives du delta du Mékong du Viét
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Nam a la baie de San Francisco aux Etats Unis. C'est aussi le début de ma
rencontre et de mon aventure "Quand I'Est rencontre I'Ouest".

Ma bourse Fulbright m'a donné quelques jours d'orientation dans la grande
métropole de San Francisco pour me préparer a mes tout premiers contacts
avec la maniére occidentale de vivre de I'Amérique. Aprés ce premier choc
entre I'Est et I'Ouest, mon voyage s'est poursuivi sans accroc jusqu'a
L'Université Lafayette a Easton en Pennsylvanie. Une nouvelle vie,
d'immersion dans les études, a commencé dans cette Université. J'avais
I'impression de "plonger soudainement dans I'océan pour apprendre a nager”,
au lieu d'étre graduellement immergé dans mon environnement, tout en
devant utiliser I'anglais en dépit de ma connaissance tres limitée de cette
langue. Arraché de ma vie dans une famille orientale traditionnelle et
confortable, mes débuts aux Etats Unis étaient naturellement un vrai
cauchemar. La nostalgie, la solitude et la barriere des langues étaient mes
premiers ennemis. D'une certaine maniere, survivre a ce défi de la "pression
de la cocotte-minute" semble m'avoir rendu plus fort et donné a ma peau une
épaisseur de plus. Ces premieres quatre années a I'Université de Pennsylvanie
ont transformé ma vie. Je suis devenu plus indépendant et prét pour les dures
prochaines étapes. Le défi suivant a été le MIT et mes efforts immenses pour
compléter mes études supérieures le plus rapidement possible et acquérir les
connaissances professionnelles voulues avant de rentrer au pays.

J'étais résolu a faire tous les efforts voulus, pendant toutes ces années
d'études aux Etats Unis, méme si je devais sacrifier mes temps de distractions
et de loisirs afin de réussir mes études. Les résultats ont été ahurissants.
J'étais constamment a la téte de ma classe, en dépit du fait que certains de
mes camarades étaient plus intelligents que moi. La derniére phase de mon
voyage d'étudiant a été une période de travail et de plaisir dans la métropole
de New York. Puis finalement, en 1958, j'ai pris la mémorable décision de
faire le tour du monde et de rentrer a Saigon en 90 jours par la Pan American
Airways.

Rentrer au pays a été pour moi une véritable expérience de "Rip van
Winkle". Mes années d'études aux Etats Unis étaient une vie de luxe et un
havre de paix par rapport a la guerre croissante au Viét Nam. Les réalités
brutes de mon pays et de mon peuple m'ont assailli soudainement quand j'ai
apercu mes parents et mes amis venus m'accueillir a I'aéroport de Tan Son
Nhut, aprés cette longue séparation. Ainsi commenca un chapitre
complétement nouveau de ma vie personnelle au Sud Viét Nam. Avant de
m'installer définitivement, je me suis occupé de mes trois principales priorités
: je me suis marié, j'ai acheté une maison et j'ai commencé ma carriére.
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Durant mes dix-sept années de dur travail a Saigon, dans le secteur civil
du gouvernement, j'ai toujours fait au mieux pour servir mon pays bien aimé,
qui a été appauvri par une infiltration continue et une agression armée des
communistes du nord Viét Nam. En 1966, a 35 ans, j'étais le plus jeune vice-
ministre de I'Economie du Sud Viét Nam, responsable de la gestion d'un
programme d'aide civile de 800 millions de dollars et des millions de dollars
de devises du Vietham. J'eus la chance de constituer un solide noyau de
"jeunes turcs technocrates". Ils ont créé compléetement l'infrastructure
économique nécessaire pour le développement du Viét Nam entierement
plongé dans la guerre. En 1967, j'ai eu I'occasion de rendre visite au Président
Johnson et a son conseiller Walt Rostow a la Maison Blanche avec Au Truong
Thanh, le ministre de I'Economie et des Finances du Viét Nam afin de passer
en revue les défis économiques auxquels doit faire face notre pays, déja si
durement frappé par la guerre.

Mon réve de voir un Sud Viet Nam pacifique et prospere ne s'est jamais
réalisé. En avril 1975, il est carrément devenu un cauchemar. La chute de
Saigon précipita mon second voyage aux Etats Unis mais, cette fois, avec choc
et surprise. La seule chose que j'ai réalisée était que ma femme et moi étions
vivants et sans aucun dommage corporel, dans le camp des Marines de
Pendleton en Californie. La, mes compatriotes m'ont élu maire pour
m'occuper des milliers de familles vietnamiennes qui arrivaient jour apres
jour. Ma nouvelle vie recommencait a 44 ans avec les mains compléetement
vides, mais je peux heureusement dire que les 22 années suivantes de durs
travaux continuels — pleines d'angoisses, de sueurs et de joies — m'ont
conduit a ma vie actuelle: une retraite heureuse, prospére et, par-dessus tout,
en bonne santé, dans ma belle ville adoptive de San Francisco. Ma seconde
expérience personnelle de "QUAND L'EST RENCONTRE L'OUEST" traverse
maintenant ses derniéres étapes.

Je me sens chanceux et reconnaissant d'avoir été capable, a mon age,
d'effectuer ces deux longs voyages: d'abord d'un Viét Nam relativement
pacifique, et une deuxiéme fois d'un autre Viét Nam détruit par la guerre.
Quand j'ai quitté le Viéet Nam pour la premiere fois en 1952, c'était
uniquement dans le but de faire des études universitaires aux Etats Unis, par
contre quand je suis parti de mon Viét Nam natal en 1975, j'avais le sentiment
désespérant que ce second au revoir était un adieu définitif. J'étais rempli
d'une profonde tristesse et d'un vide intérieur pour la perte de la liberté et de
la démocratie du peuple viethamien et de la pensée douloureuse de ne plus
jamais revoir la terre de mes ancétres. Je n'ai pas pu empécher mes yeux de
se remplir de larmes quand, en regardant a travers le hublot de I'avion, j'ai vu
Saigon, avec ses maisons familiéres et ses rues, disparaitre lentement de ma
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vue pour toujours...

En repensant a tous ces souvenirs, je me trouve devant un tres long
itinéraire en terme de temps: plus de huit décennies et en terme d'espace la
traversée de tout I'Océan Pacifique. C'est d'autant plus captivant qu'il y a en
méme temps un autre voyage interne dans le coeur et dans I'esprit avec
"Quand I'Est rencontre I'Ouest”. Je me souviens comment je suis devenu
partie méme, de cette évolution humaine étonnante d'adaptation et
d'intégration dans le style de vie américain. Petit a petit je suis arrivé a
comprendre la soi-disant marmite a fondre (melting pot) qui a rendue
possible a des centaines de millions d'individus de différentes races,
croyances et cultures de créer au cours des derniers siécles, non sans
d'énormes sacrifices, de sueurs et de larmes, une société pour vivre ensemble
en paix et avec des progrés et des réalisations extraordinaires dans tous les
domaines de I'activité humaine. Que I'on le veuille ou non, I'Amérique a
démontré qu'elle était une expérience exceptionnelle et unique dans I'histoire
de I'humanité.

Apres plus de quatre décennies de vie aux Etats Unis, je peux dire que la
seconde moitié de ma vie a été également remplie de grands défis, mais sur
cette terre de liberté, j'ai appris aussi qu'un travail dur et honnéte peut
réclamer sa récompense légitime pour tous ceux qui souhaitent une vie
décente et respectable. Pour moi I'Amérique a acquis son caractére
exceptionnel non parce qu'elle est devenue la Nation la plus riche et la plus
puissante du monde. Bien avant d'avoir sa richesse économique et sa
puissance militaire, I'Amérique a divulgué, depuis le 4 juillet 1776, les idéaux
de Liberté et de Démocratie aux quatre coins du Monde. Elle continue de le
faire et reste un rayon de lumiére pour tous les peuples opprimés, partout
dans le monde, qui se battent contre le totalitarisme et la dictature. De nos
jours, beaucoup de gens continuent a regarder les Etats Unis comme la terre
d'asile, de refuge et de survie, comme je I'ai fait en 1975.

Cela a été un voyage excitant qui en valait la peine. Comment a-t-il eu lieu?
Laissez-moi maintenant vous raconter cette histoire, car je veux réellement
partager avec tout le monde, tout particulierement avec les jeunes
générations, les bonnes ainsi que les moins bonnes expériences que j'ai
vécues "Quand I'Est rencontre I'Ouest” dans mon vol de l'aigle, du Delta du
Mékong a la Baie de San Francisco.

Khuong Huu Dieu
San Francisco
Hiver 2016
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