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I. Mé dau

Hai méc (jiém lich sir quan trong xay ra cho dat nudc Viét Nam trong thé ki
20 phai ké 1a nam 1954 va nam 1975. Ching danh dau sy chdm dut cua hai cude
chién tranh khoc liét, huynh dé twong tan: Viét-Phap va Qudc-Cong.

Sau viéc ki két Hiép Pinh Genéve, 1954, phan chia hai mién Nam Bic, 1dy Bén
Hai 0 vi tuyen 17 lam ranh gidi, thi 1a cu¢c di cu vi dai cuia hon mot nura triéu dong
bao mién Béc vao sinh séng trong mién Nam. Vé mit ngdn ngit ma noi, thi két qua
duong nhién xay dén 1a viéc sir dung song hanh, dong bo, pha tron tiéng néi, giong
noi, tr vung, thanh ngir ctia hai mién chu yeu trong nudce. Tinh trang hoa tron ngén
ngir tuong ty ciing xdy ra phan nao & mién Béc, sau Hiép Dinh chia doi dat nudc,
vi co den hang chuc ngan nguoi tur trong Nam ra tap két ngoai Bac.” Chinh thurc
trén g1ay to thi: “Con s6 nguoi di cu tur Bic vao Nam nam 1954 cua Uy Ban Kiém
Soat quoc te dua trén bao cao ctia chinh phu hai mién: “Mién Nam bao cio:
888.124; mién Béc bao céo: 892.876 vao Nam, 4.269 nguoi Nam tap két ra Bac”.
Nhung, trén thuc té, t6i dd chimg con s6 ngudi ra Bic tip két chic chin phai nhiéu
hon 13 4, 5 ngan nguoi, vi ai ma biét hét dugc nhitng nguoi di trong 4m tham.

Bai khao ctru vé nhiing khac biét tir vung ving mién Nam Bic trong giai doan 20
nam (1955-1975) da duoc toi dang tai trong Tap San cta Pai Hoc Macquarie, Uc-
dai-loi vao Thang Giéng, 1976: “Lexical Comparison of Northern and Southern
Dialects of Vietnamese (So sanh Khac biét vé Tir vung tiéng Viét qua hai phuong
ngir Bic, Nam), Working Papers, Macquarie University, January, 1976”.

Sau ngay Sai Gon that thu 30-4-1975, thi khong lau sau d6 13 su tran ngip cia
quan, dan, can, chinh do chinh quyén mién Béic dua vao sinh séng va lam viéc tai
mién Nam. Sy kién ndy ndy sinh ra tinh trang tiép can giita nhimg ngudi str dung
hai thtr tiéng gan nhu xa la, vé mit tir vung, va vé cach thice dién ta dén do kho co
thé hiéu nhau, vi sau 20 nim xa céach, chia lia. Tuy vy, tro ngai dat thong nhau vé
giong noi thi khong dang ké, vi nhitng nguoi ndi giong hai mién cach bi¢t da co
phan nao quen thudc giong ndi ctia nhau qua nhing nim séng chung tai mién Nam.
Mic du 1a giong Béc thoi nay c6 khac véi giong Bic ciia nhitng ngudi di cu, vao
Nam niam 1954-55, nhung diéu d6 khong dua dén chuyén hai bén khong hiéu duoc



nhau don thudn chi boi giong néi. Tiéng Viét ngdy nay, sau hon 3 thap ki nhin lai,
s€ 1a trong tam cua bai viét 1an nay.

I1. Dir kién thu thap

Dit kién vé tir vung, thanh ngtr, tuc ngit thu thap cho bai khdo ctru nay dugc thuc
hién qua viéc di tim hiéu thyc té tai Viét Nam, ma chu yéu 1a doc bao chi, sach vo,
tra ctru tir dién, nghe ra-di-0, coi truyén hinh, no61 chuyén, dam dao, phong van mot
vai nguoi ban ngir tiéng Viét trong nuge. Cong viée diéu nghién, nham muyc dich
hé¢ thong hoa, tao mot cai nhin chung vé tiéng Viét va chiéu hudng blen d6i, phat
trién cta no, sau hon 30 nim nhin lai, dugc khoi sy tur nam 1991 voi toc do ting
dan déu cho dén giai doan cao diém 13 cudi nam Binh Tuat (ddu nam 2007).

I11. Pac tinh chung

Bai viét nay khong co tham vong liét ké toan bo nhitng tir khac biét qua sy doi thay
trong mot giai doan lich sur cua dat nudc, ma chi néu 1én nhiing dac tinh chung,
nhimng sic thai dic biét cua tiéng Viét dwa vao nhiing thi du cu thé thau thap qua
qua trinh hoa nhap tinh tir sau 1975 dén gan day. Viée li¢t k& toan bo nhimg tir moi
tiéng Viét c6 thé danh cho mot “dy 4n bién soan cudn tir dién nhiing tir mdi song
ngit Viét-Anh, trong thoi gian tir 1975 dén 2008.”

Bai khao ctru ndy khong ban sau dén “tir méi” vé khoa hoc, ki thuat chuyén sau, va
cling khong dat nang vao viéc phé binh khét khe “tur” dung thé nao 1a dang, thé nao
1a sai, vi tiéu chuan dung sai nhiéu khi mang ning tinh chu quan, dva theo goc do
quan sat, kinh nghiém riéng tu, ca4 nhan, ma nhiéu khi nguoi quan sat, vi thién kién
chinh tri, c6 thé tu tao mau thudn. Chang thé ma ngay 30-4-1975, iy theo ta dimg
bén chién tuyén nio ma ngay lich sir d6 co tén goi 1a “Ngay Giai Phong”, hay
“Ngay Cong San Cudng Chiém Mién Nam”. M thi ho goi ngay nay la “Ngay Sai
Gon That Thu” (The Fall of Saigon), quan dan Viét Nam Cong Hoa goi do la
“Ngay Mat Nudc”, “Ngay Quoc Han”. Sau 30-4-1975, cung mot ndi dung, cung
mot tinh huong, nguf0’1 ta co the dlen ta kiéu nhu: “Cac anh bo doi mién Bic, vo tu,
thu dan udng cde “ca-phé cai ndi ngdi trén cai coc’, ma khong ngdi phé phdn, thoai
mai udng li ‘ca-phé phin’ [phin = filtre (tiéng Phap)], nhu nhing tén linh
Nguy’[sic].

Trong kha nhiéu truong hop, dé tranh phai giai nghia tiéng Viét dai dong, nhiéu
khi du thira, khong can thiét ddi véi doc gia trong nude, tiéng Anh s& duoc st dung
dé “chua” nghia, hong giup doc gia ngoai nude, nhit 1a nhirg ban tré, hoic doc gia
ma tiéng Anh cta ho 1a tiéng ban ngir, d& nam bat duoc ngit nghia cua nhimg tir
dang thao luan.



Sau day 1a nhiing tr ngtt, 161 n61, va ngir nghia mai cua tieng Viét ngay nay duoc
sap dat dudi mat so tiéu de:

1. Nom na binh di: Nhiing tir Viét Nom, dan da, xuat hién dudi hinh thic khau
ngtt, cling c6 khi, co thé dugc coi 1a tieng 1ong:

lam r0 (= to clarify): Can lam rd vi ¢6 sy mu mo, chua minh bach, ngoai con cé
nghia gan nhu “ndi lai cho ro, dinh chinh”. Tuong duong véi tor dugc su dung
trudc day la dicu tra (= investigate).

lam viéc [= to work (with the police)]. Tir nay dugc dung véi nghia 1a “lam viée
(v6i cong an)”, ma trudc day cd nghia twong duong la “khai bao (véi canh sat)”,
“trinh dién (canh sat)”. T nay ciing giébng nhu tir “lam r&” nham xo6a bét sy ghé
s0, hii hing cta nguoi dan khi phai tiép xtc v4i cong an.

xe du (= illegal pick-up of coach/bus passengers): Tai xé cho xe chay vong vong,
khong theo tuyén qui dinh va tily tién ding lai “bat khach” bat ki diém nao néu ho
cho rang thuan loi.

bén coc (= illegal coach/bus station): Bén xe tam bo, bat hop phap, lan khuat dau
d6, thuong thi ¢ ngoai vi thanh phd dé “dén khach”, “béc khach”, hay “nhan
khach’ ctia nhitng xe du “sang khach” trén nhitng bén loai nay. Cum tir “Xe du bén
coc” gén day dac biét rd 1én & Ha Noi, nhét 1a khi Bén xe Kim M3 duoc giai téa va
chuyén ra ngoai vi thanh phé.

phe vé (= to tout tickets): Tra cong/tra 161 cho nhiing tay “co” (trung gian; moi
gi61) dung Chiing Minh Nhan Dan (CMND) cua ai do di mua vé dum. Khi thu mua
duoc vé roi, thi nhitng tay ‘phe vé” (1am “ap-phe vé”), nhig tay “dau nau” nay
mua ve tur ngoai Ha Noi dem vao Sai Gon ban lai lay 101 gap rudi, gap hai lan gia
vé that su, nhat 13 trong nhitng dip Tét, khi c6 dong dao nguoi can vé xe tu vé qué
an Tét.

danh vong [= to weave in and out (through the traffic)]. Panh tay lai sang hai bén,
lam cho xe chao nghiéng, ddo qua dao lai nhu dua vong. Vd. X& phat céc truong
hop di xe may danh vong.

ta glay ngu:ol l6n [= nappy; diaper (tleng Mi) for adults]. Thu’O‘ng thi khi nghe noi
dén “td”, nguoi ta chi lién tuong dén “ta cua tré em, cho tré em”, nhung trén bién
quéng céo voi thuong hi¢u Caryn méi day ¢ Sai Gon, td1 ngac nhlen, khi thay tur
ngir “ta” nay da duoc dung “cho nguoi 16n”.



nguoi cao tudi (= elderly people; senior citizens) ~ bac 1ao nién; bac cao nién.
trén ca nudc (= across the country; throughout the country) ~ trén toan quoc.
nguoi nude ngoai (= foreigners) ~ ngudi ngoai quoc.

2. Dao to bua lén: Ngoai 161 n61 ndm na, thi cling lai c6 161 “n61 chit”, nghia la
dung cum tir ndng triu “Nho chum”.

2.1 Han+Han: Nguoi noi st dung nhitng cum tir két hop giita nhitng tir Han véi
nhau:

tham quan (= to visit) ~ thim viéng. Cum tir tham quan c6 thé 1a hinh thirc ghép
chir, rat gon cua cum tu “tham gia quan sat”.

dang ky (= to register) ~ ghi tén, ghi danh.

tham gia giao thong (= to travel in/on/along the streets) ~ chay xe; lai xe ngoai
duong pho.

thao tac phat hoa (= firing operation; to carry out technical tasks in order to fire
shots). Thuc hién nhitng dong tac ki thuat dé bat dau nd stng.

dap an (= answer) ~ cau tra 10i, cdu giai dap (cho dé thi/bai thi/cau d6). Tur nay
thuong gdp trong cac chuong trinh d6 vui trén dai truyén hinh.

hién thi (= to appear on screen) ~ hién rd (trén man hinh). Vd. Chi can 4n nut thi
moi nhu cau s& duoc hién thi trén mdy tinh.

so hitu (= mere acquaintance; casual friend) ~ ban quen so. Vd. Mbi quan hé
Viét-My chi 1a so hiru.

tranh thi (= to make the most of one’s time available) ~ ¢ ging; tranh lay, cb
gang gianh 1ay thoi gid san c6. Vd. Anh hay tranh thu lam cho xong viéc nay trudc
khi vé. Mot thi du khac, ma chinh toi ghi nhan trén chuyén xe do ctia Hang Xe Du
lich Phuong Trang tir Pa Lat xuéng Sai Gon, khi ¢ lo xe/tiép vién xe do thong
bao: “Xe sap t6i Van Phong Phuong Trang & Puc Trong, Qui khach nao c6 nhu
cau vé sinh xin tranh thu.”

dao dong (tir...dén...) [= ranging (from ... to...)] ~ thay d6i; bién doi (tir...dén...)
X¢ dich trong mgt pham vi nhat dinh. vd. Gié ban cac loai xe dap dién cling kha
canh tranh, dao dong tur 3,5-5 tri¢u dong/chiéc.



bd tri (= to arrange) ~ sap xép; dan xép. Vd. Ngay ndo chau vé nudc, nhé cho chi
biét dé cht s& bd tri cong tac. Cau thi du trén 13 16i ndi cta ngudi chi ut trong hai
nguodi chu cua toi. Ong dd tham du tran chién Pién Bién Phu véi déy vét seo trén
than minh va toi d3 duoc gip lai ong & Ha Noi 1an dau vao dau nam 1955, trudc
khi cung Bé Me va chi ti 1én duong di cu vao Nam. Cau ndi trén cia ong viét
trong thu guri cho t61, khoang sau nam 1975, nghia la hon mgt ndm sau khi t61 da
sang Uc du hoc. Theo chd t6i hiéu, “bd tri cong tac” & day chi c6 nghia la: “tim
cho mot viée lam.” “Viéc 1am dau chang thiy” chi biét chu toi d3 qua doi hon 10
nim nay, sau nhiéu nim bi chirmg mat tri (dementia).

trong thi (= to show consideration for someone/to attach importance to something)
~ coi trong. Vd. Chung ta phai trong thi yéu to do.

dai tra (= on a large scale) ~ ¢& 16n; quy mo 16n; dai qui mo. Vd. Pong bao trong
cay ca phé dai tra.

2.2 Han+Viét: Tu nhitng cum tir ¢o tiép-dau-ngit 14 ‘siéu’ nhu: siéu tdc (= super
express), siéu nhan (= superman), siéu nhién (= supernatural), siéu dang (= super;
A 1), siéu tan (= super high frequency), siéu trudng (= super-long), siéu hang (=
super-class) nay c6 hién tuong “siéu” két hop thoai mai véi tir Viét Nom nhu:

siéu ré (= super-cheap). Lan dau khi trong thay bang quang cdo co chir “si€u ré”
nay toi co cam tudng nhu nguoi viét mudn “giéu cot, khoi hai.”

siéu giam gia (= bargain basement prices). Giam gia t6i mic t6i da.
siéu muot (= a great shine). “Muot” day (nghe anh ban t61 noi) dung dé chi “toc
muot”.

siéu mau ~ si€u ngudi mau (= supermodel); si€u sao (= superstar); si€u sach (=
super-clean); si€u bén (= everlasting); si€u sang (= super-luxurious); si€u xe (=
super-vehicle).

dau tu nudc ngoai (= foreign investment) ~ dau tu cua/tir ngoai qudc. Khi ¢ Viét
Nam, to1 co d1p nghe tin trc qua dai truyén hinh va mdi khi ~nghe noi dén “dau tu
nudc ngoai”, vé mit ngdn tir, toi thdy nhu co cai gi khong on. Toi thu:ong tu hoi:
“Nudc ngoai dau tu vao Viet Nam hay “Viét Nam dau tu ra nude ngoai”. Banh
rang dich sat nghia tiéng Anh “foreign investment” thi 1a nhu thé ddy, dong thoi
theo ngit canh va trén thuc té thi minh cling c6 thé doan duoc 13 trudng hop tha
nhat c6 phan chi 1i hon.



Thé rdi tir nhitng két hop trang trong véi cum tir ‘ché do°, nhu ché do dan chu, ché
do Cong san, nay nguoi ta cd thé tim gap nhiing két hop ntra nac nira mé nhu:

ché do xem. T6i chua 1d “ché d6” nay noi vé chuyén gi.
ché d6 bao cap (= government-subsidy scheme).

ché d¢ an ubng (= dietary regime).

hodc tir Han duoc dung xen k& véi tir Viét:

tu bao quan xe [= (you are responsible for) surveillance of your vehicle] ~ tu trong
chung/gitr 1ay xe ctia minh.

can tuyén nhan vién tiép thi bia (= A beer-marketing agent is required). N6i nom
na thi 1a: “Can muén/thué ngudi ban bia”. Tat nhién “tiép thi bia” ¢6 ham i quan
trong hon 13 “ban bia”, vi tich cach giao ban, chao hang, khuyén mai cta né. Toi
doc thay quang cdo nay 1a & trudc cira Cau Lac B6 Lan Anh, duong Cach Mang
Thang Tam, TP. HCM. Nghe n6i chu Cau Lac B¢ nay la cua con géi cuu (nay la
¢d) Thi Tudng V& Vin Kiét, nhung tai sao “trén tdm bién mudn nguoi” khong
viét 1a “can tuyén nhan vién tiép thi la-ve” nhi?

gia hiru nghi (= a cut rate; a mate’s rate). Tur nay t61 hoc dugc trong thoi gian &
choi Viing Tau, khoang thang 6, nam 2006, khi c6 nan trai vai (= lichees), loai
ngon goi 1a vai thiéu, & mién Bac Trung phan thira mtra dén d6 chu vua/vuon cay
khong budn thué ngudi hai trai, vi gia ban qua “béo”, nghe néi chi khoang 7.000-
8.000 dé)ng mot ki & dia phuong, chua chic khi dem ban da thu vé du hué von, néi
chi dén chuyén kiém 10i. O cac noi khac gia ban c6 thé cao hon, nghia 1a khoang
20.000-30.000 dong/ki. Trong luc di bd véi co chau gai trén dudng ra bai trude, hai
cha chau bén tat vao cho trai cay bén duong mua soai, mua trai vai, mua chudi thi
mdi khi mic ca, toi déu duge nghe cd ban hang chao hang: “Chau ban cho chu véi
gi4 hiru nghi do.”

tau canh ngam (= Russian-made hydrofoil). Nghe noi tau nay la cua Nga dé lai.

Tau canh ngam trong tiéng Anh 13 ‘hydrofoil’ duoc dinh nghia qua 2 cubn tir dién
tiéng Anh nhu sau: “a boat with wing-shaped pieces fixed to the bottom that lift the
boat onto the surface of water as it starts to travel quickly” (= tu c6 nhitng miéng
thiét bi hinh giéng nhu d6i canh gin ¢ dudi day tau co tac dung nang tau 1én trén
mat nudc khi tau chay nhanh) [Macmillan English Dictionary (For Advanced
Learners), Macmillan Publishers Limited, 2002]; hay “a fast light vessel the hull of
which is raised out of the water on one of more pairs of fins (= chiéc tau nhe chay



nhanh c6 than tau dugc nang cao khoi mit nude bang mot hay nhiéu cip gidng nhu
mang ca) [Collins Australian Compact Dictionary, HarpersCollins Publishers,
2003].”

Nhitng 1an dau vé Viét Nam, toi thuong ra Viing Tau bing xe do, xe chay mat hon
3 tiéng, mac du doan duong chi dai 120 km, nhung vi xe con don khach va tha
khach doc duong. Gia vé mot lugt khoang 30.000 dong, khir hoi 13 60.000 dong.
Sau nay toi déu str dung tau canh ngam, vi tdu chay nhanh hon, khoang 1 gid 15
phut, va nghe no6i doan duong trén séng 1a 82 km. Tét nhién vé tau méc hon, hai
chuyén di vé 12 240.000 dong. Khach du lich c6 thé 1én tau & bén Bach Pang, Sai
Gon va xubng bén ¢ doan gitra Bii Trudc va Bai Sau.

tau cao toc (= high-speed commercial motor-boat). Toi duoc lam quen véi tau nay
trong chuyén di tir Can Tho vé Sai Gon trong dip truéc Tét Mau Ti, dé chiéu tdi
ngay hom sau s¢ dap may bay vé lai Uc. Li do 1a vi di duong bo so bi ket xe vi
phai qua pha qua bac, déng thoi luu luong xe cd ting 1én kinh khing, va biét dau
chimg tai nan trén duong 16 c6 thé xay ra dua dén viéc 15 chuyén bay thi roi sé
khdn dén, mat vui. Tau cao tdc toi di 1a mot loai “ca-nd” thoi trang c6 khoang 50
chd ngoi trong khoang, nhung hom toi ra mua vé thi hét chd trong khoang, danh
phai chiu mua vé ngdi ngoai, man tau phia sau, cing v&i khoang chuc ngudi nira.
Gia vé 1a 180.000 dong, nghia 1a méc hon gia binh thuong 1a 50.000 dong. Nhung
to1 nghe ndi gia nay da tang vo t01 va trong dip Tét, nhu theo 16i ¢6 Anna Nguyen
qudc tich Uc, gbc Can Tho, nay cu ngu tai Sydney, cho biét thi ngay mung 3 Tét,
co phai tra 280.000 d6ng mot vé cho chuyén tau cao tdc ciia hdng Thanh Nhén tir
Can Tho vé Sai Gon.

mi/non bao ho (= safety helmet for construction workers). Dung cho cong nhan
xay dung, phong tranh bi chan thuong khi gach ngoi, xi-ming roi/rét xubng dau.

mil/nén bao hiém (= safety helmet for motorbike riders). Khi ¢ Viét Nam trong
chuyén di cudi nam 2007 dau ndm 2008, t0i thudng mua bao Tudi Tré va Thanh
Nién doc mdi ngay, 3000 dong 2 t& (khoang hon 20 xu Uc). Bay gio gia bao dat
hon roi. Vé chuyén mii non, t6i nho co cai ‘tit’ budn cudi dang trén bao dai khai 1a
“Bj tai nan chan thuong vi doi mii bao hd ma khong do1 mii bao hiém khi di xe
may.” Toi da c6 dip “ban qua tan lai” v6i nguoi dia phuong xem ho nghi gi vé hai
tr mii/nén bao hd va mii/ndn bao hiém thi duge biét thém 1a “bao hod” day chinh ra
1a noi tat cta “bao ho lao dong”, con “bao hiém” va tai sao lai dat tén 13 “mi/ndn
bao hiém” thi xem ra van chua ngd ngi, chua dugc cau tra 101 thich dang. To1 thi
nghi cai rac réi co 18 no nam & chd ngudi ta thuong nghe nodi dén “bao hiém nha
ctra, nhan mang’ > dé néu gap thién tai, hoa hoan, tai nan thi sé dugc boi thuong, néu



¢ bdo hiém. Con trong truong hop ndy, “liéu ‘bao hiém’ c¢6 phai bao vé dé tranh
khoi bi nguy hiém hay khong?” Bat dau tir ngay 15 thang 12, 2007 1a nguoi lai xe
gan may va nguoi ngdi trén xe déu bi bat budc phai doi mii/nén bao hiém, bang
khong thi bi phat tir 150.000 dén 200.000 déng. Tré em con duoc mién. Co ngudi
“tirc canh sinh tinh” d4 vi mil nén nay voi ndi com dién, ¢ 18 vi dang vé ciing nhur
strc néng cuia nd néu chay xe dudi troi ning Sai Gon.

thue su cau thi (= wholeheartedly seek the truth). Pugc tir dién giai nghia 1a: “Coi
trong thuc té ma xu li dang dén”, hodc: “Xuéat phat hoan toan tur tinh hinh thuc té,
coi trong su that nham xir i vin d& mot cach dung dan.” Vd. Lbi lam viée thuc su
cau thi, chu dong, tdo bao cua anh da thu hut dugc tinh cam cta toan doi. Thuc tinh
ma no6i, lan dau tién khi c6 ngudi ban & Mi viét “email” hoi t6i vé nghia cia tir
“cau thi”, t6i dd voi doan non dodn gia, ma bao 1a: “chic 13 tim kiém thi truong”,
nhung dau c6 phai vay.

3. Pau dudi xudi ngwoc: Thir tr ciia phan 16n nhiing tur ngtr kep dung trude 75
dugc dem dung dao nguoc lai, chir ding trude d6i cho ra thanh chit dung sau.

don gian (= simple) d6i thanh > gian don.
bdo dam (= to guarantee) > dam bdo.
khai trién (= to develop) > trién khai.

dai dau [= to be exposed to (weather; the elements); weather-beaten)] > dau dai
(mua nang/nang mua).

vui dap (= to be ill-treated) > dap vui.

nir van si (= woman writer) > nha van ni.

nit nhan vién phuc vu (= waitress) > nhan vién phuc vu nir.

Ay vay, nhung tir kép “binh quan (= average)” va “quan binh (= equilibrium;
balance)” thi lai khong roi vao trong truong hop dao ngugc thur ty nay [vi hai tr

déu c6 nghia riéng biét --BBT.VT].

4. Néi niing gon nhe: Hién tuong ndi van tat, rat gon lai nhitng cum tir c6 ddi, ba
chir, hoac nhiéu hon theé:



ky tic < ky tic x4 (= dormitory (Mi)/residential college (Uc). Vd. Tao dang &
trong ki tac day!. Toi dugc nghe ciu ndi ndy tir mot cd sinh vién, ngdi canh toi
trong phong truy cap “internet” thudc ki tiic xa ctua truong Pai hoc Su pham Ha
N1, khi em tra 101 dién thoai di dong.

nghiém < nghiém chinh. Vd. chip hanh nghiém < chap hanh nghiém chinh.

chuyén < chuyén nganh, chuyén mon, chuyén sau. Vd. truong chuyén < truong
chuyén mon.

mo < mo rong (= Open University). Vd. dai hoc m¢ < dai hoc mé rong.
truong Y < truong Y khoa (= Faculty/School of Medicine).

lai xe < nguoi lai xe (= driver/chauffeur).

ai 1a triéu phu? < ai mudn 13 triéu phu? (= who wants to be a millionaire?).

nhd va vira < nhd va vura phai. Vd. doanh nghi€p nho va vira < doanh nghiép nho
va vua phai.

khau < ho khau (= house- hold register). Vd. Cu 1én roi khac c6 khau, cot co nha
chtr bay gio Nha nudc ¢ cap gao dau ma can khau.

tiéu chay cap < tiéu chay cap tinh (= acute diarrhoea). Vd. Nguon tin tor Vién Céc
bénh nhiét doi va truyén nhiém qudc gia cho hay trung binh mdi ngay c6 20 trudng
hop tiéu chay cip nhap vién.

T61 that khong hiéu tai sao lai cat cut, qua gon nhe dén thé, mic du toi cling dugc
thdy viét dau d6 1a tiéu chay cap nguy hiém. Khi dugc nghe 10i giai thich cia mot
nguoi ban thi 1a: “No6i map mo, ngin gon nhu thé dé cho khach du lich dung qua
hoang s¢g ma khong dén tham quan Viét Nam.” Loi giai thich nay c6 ding khong?
C6 strc thuyét phuc hay khong? Hay 1a do san pham tuéng twong ma anh ban toi da
“phia” ra, xin duoc ha hoi phan giai.

bénh nhan ta < bénh nhan dich ta. Vd. Thong bao tir ngay 5-3 dén nay dich tiéu
chay cap dién bién phirc tap, 8/13 dia phuong c6 bénh nhan ta dot thang 10-2007
da xuat hién bénh nhan tré lai.



vat < vat va. Vd. Lam viéc nay ‘vat’ 1am. Thi du nay 1a ctia nguoi ban gido su day
mon Su Dia thoi trudce 75 cho biét.

to vat < to vat va (= to qua, to dén muc dang né, dang s¢) Vd. Co dén ba cua hang
an to vat cung vai hai ngoi nha dep dé cho ngudi nudc ngoai thué, lam gi khong
gidu c6. Nghe noi tir ndy 1a mot phuong ngit do ngudi ving Vinh Yén ngoai Bic
da dung tir 1au, nay da di vao dong chinh, tirc 12 ngudi dan trong ca nude déu hiéu.

cuc < cuc ki. Vd. Moén nay an ngon cuc.

Xi < xi mang [= ciment (tiéng Phap)]. Vd. Ly cho tao bao xi! (Loi tho xay quat
thao phu ho).

siéu mau < siéu ngudi mau (= supermodel).
dai tir (= pronoun) < dai danh ttr.
goi dién (= to make a telephone call; to ring/phone someone) < goi/kéu dién thoai.

bénh nhan nhiém (= patient with a contagious disease) < bénh nhidn mac bénh
truyén nhiem. Vd. 30 ndm gan bd vdi bénh nhan nhieém; Tat ca cac bénh nhan nghi
nhiém & TP. HCM va céc tinh déu duoc chuyén vé BV Bénh Nhiét déi.

cudc gdp (= a meeting; a talk; a discussion) < cudc gap mat.

That ra, “ndi van tat” ciing chi 1a mot khuynh huéng ty nhién trong ngdn ngir, khi
ngudi st dung ngdn ngit mudn gian di hoa, bot dai dong vian tu. Khong nghe quen
thi c6 cam tudng nhu 161 van, 161 noé1 bi cit cut, thiéu nhip di¢u. Nghe quen roi ¢o
khi lai théy n6 manh mé, dit khoat cling khong chirng. Thi du nhu Hoc tap tdt; Thi
ctr tot; Lam tét, chéng han.

T6i da duge nghe “Thanh pho Ho Chi Minh” dugc noi tét lai 1a “Thanh ph6™. Vd.
Khi nao anh v€ Thanh ph6 nhé dién thoai cho em biét nha!”.

Riéng trudng hop “ngudi 1ai xe” (~ tai x&), toi thay hoi la, vi khi “noi tat” nhu thé
v6 hinh trung ta da thay doi tir loai cia cum tir “ngudi 1ai xe” (danh tir) thanh “lai
xe” (dong tir). Nhu thé 1a c6 su thay doi tir danh tir sang dong tir. Nhung biét 1am
sa0? Néu ngdn ngtr 1a dé ho hiéu nhau ma ho hiéu dugc nhau nhu thé rdi thi “Bo
¢6 bao”, hodc co vé “mach BS”, cling chéng lam gi duoc ho!

5. Dai dong vin tu: C6 nhiing tir trudce kia néi ngan gon thi nay néi dai ra:
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bi chan thuong (= injured) ~ bi thuong.

hét kha ning chi tra (= to welsh on a debt) ~ quit no.

dang phan bién x3 hoi (= Opposition Party) ~ dang ddi 1ap.

giao udc thi dua giai phong duong (= freighting contract) ~ hop dong bbc xép.

Un tac giao thong; tic nghén giao thong; 4ch tic giao thong (= traffic congestion;
traffic jam) ~ ket xe.

6. Ghép dau noi dudi: Noi khac di 1a hién twong “ghép chir” (cat ngan cym tir ri
ghép phéan con lai). “Ghép chr” khong phai 1a chuyén la trong ngén ngir, nhung
trong tieng Vi¢t, “ghép” theé nao va khi nao “ghép”, mdi la chuyén dang noi.

Mot vai nhan xét vé ghép chit “danh t/tinh tr chung voi nhau”. Thuong thi trong
cum tur c6 bon (4) chir thi chir thir nhat (1) va chit tht ba (3) dugc gitt lai, trung
dung:

hung hiém (= majestic + dangerous) < hung (1) vi hiém (3) tro.

tuong thich (= equal + appropriate) < tuong (1) duwong thich (3) hop.

Nhung cling c6 khi chir thtr ba (3) va chit thu tu (4) dugc gitr lai, ghép chung véi
nhau:

dong thai (action + attitude) < hanh dong (3) thai (4) do.
Hay la hon nita 1a chit thtr tu (4) dugc dat trudce chit thir hai (2):

thé trang (= physical state) < tinh trang (2) than thé (4), thay vi *trang thé thi
khong noi thé.
Hodc cét ng:fm chir du thura, 1ap lai:

tai t€ nan xa hoi (accident + social crime/evil) < tai nan t¢ nan xa hoi (mdt chix
“nan” da duogc cat ngan, bo di).

Con vé ghép chir “danh tir riéng voi nhau”, thi hdi ban dau khi xem chuong trinh
truyén hinh ¢ Viét Nam t6i cam thay hoi kho chiu mdi khi thiy cum tir “Ban Khoa
Giao, bai Truyén Hinh Viét Nam”. Toi tu hoi “Ban Khoa Gido™ 1a cai quai gi?
Sau r0i doan ra méi biét nd 13 “Ban Khoa hoc va Gido duc” [Khoa hoc ghép
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(blended) véi Gido duc]. Thé nhung sao khong thidy “Bo Gido duc va Pao tao”
duoc ghép lai thanh “*B§ Gido Dao” ?

Gido su Bui Phung, tac gia cua cubén Tur Pién Viét-Anh day com 2341 trang, voi
500.000 muc tir, khi ngdi an trua tai Nha Thuy Ta, bén H6 Hoan Kiém, cudi nam
2006, da ké cho toi nghe cau chuyén vui la trong mot Thi¢p Moi tham dy dam
cudi, nguoi ta théy ¢ cau viét duoc in an chinh té véi ndi dung dai loai nhu sau:

“Duoc su chap thuan cua hai Co Thé, ching t6i s& lam 18 thanh hon cho Trudng
Nam chung t61 1a Nguyén van T¢o dep duyén cung c6 Trinh thi Teo, Thir nit cua
Ong Ba Trinh Van Bé¢. “

Hai “Co Thé”, noi theo ngdn tir & Viét Nam hién gid ma dem ap dung d6i véi toi
trong truong hop nay 1a “Hiéu chét lién!” (= khong hiéu gi hét). Qui Vi, Qui Ban
c6 biét khong? “Hai co thé” [= hai bo phéan cta co thé] lam minh ct tudng 13 ong
n6i dua cho c6 chuyén, nhung khong phai vy, ong noi that: “Hai Co Thé” 1a su
kién ghép chir, ghép cum tir “Co quan” va “Doan thé” lai v6i nhau diy a!

Anh Bui Phung oi! “DPén khi em hiéu thi em da!”

Ciing xin no61 thém ¢ day: “Co quan” la tiéng dung dé chi “noi lam viéc”, bat ké do
1a “van phong luat su”, “B9, S¢ (Nha nudc)” hay “hang xudng”.

Rét tiéc 1a Gs Bui Phung nay khong con nira dé t6i duge dip xac nhan véi ong la
chuyén that hay la chuyén vui trong lac “tra du tiru hau”. Trong mot cu dién thoai
tinh c& goi tir Uc cho Gs Bui Phung khoang thang 10, ndm ngoai, toi simg sot khi
nghe tin ba vo tré, cing la vo ké, cua ong la chi Nguyén Thai Ha, cho biét 1a 6ng
mat ngay mong 1 Thang 9, nam 2007. Ong dang ngoi day hoc tai tu gia thi dot
nhién ngd nguc xudng vi bénh tim mach. Ca mo tim cho 6ng tai bénh vién Viét
Dlg:c dugc ké 1a thanh cong tot dep, nhung sau dé mot tuan 18 thi 6 ong mét, tho 72
tuoi.

7. Cii ngwoi moi ta: Co nhitng cum tr cii, hay 1 niém cli, nay mang ngir nghia
mai hay dugc thay thé hodc thém that chir dé thanh nhiing cum tir moi.

giai phéng mat bang ~ giai téoa nha ctra. TU gidi phong [= to acquire (the real
estate); to take over (property)] ~ gidi toa; xa; tha; trd tu do. Trudc day tur “giai
phong” chi dung cho *“con nguoi”, nay dugc dung rong hon cho ca “loai vat, dat,
vuon”... Khi trong thy trén tAm bién ciia mot van phong trén Puong Cach Mang
Théang Tam, & TP. HCM, c6 ghi “Ban bdi thuong—Giai phong mat bang”. Toi
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chéc 1a “noi lo viéc boi thudng cho nhitng ai bi dudi nha cira d¢ Nha nudc trung
dung dat dai d6 cho céac cong trinh chung.”

mit bang (= site; area) ~ khu vuc; dién tich. Khu dat dung dé xdy dung. Vd. San
mat bang dé xay nha may. Dién tich nha, xuéng dung vao muc dich san xuat, kinh
doanh. Vd. Nhitng don vi, c4 nhan ¢6 mat bang cho cong ti thué ban bia.

banh g01 (= bread roll). Banh mi hinh khéi chir nhat, trong gidng nhu “cai gbi
mAay”. Néu banh ndy dem ct thanh lat mong (slices) thi co thé lam thanh nhiéu cai
banh mi kep (sandwiches) dugc. Lan dau tién trong luc lang thang & duong pho Ha
Noi, hoi dau nam 2007, toi rat ngac nhién, th vi la dang khéc, khi trong thay chiéc
banh trong ta kinh, c6 ghi chit viét tay trén manh gidy tén goi 1a “banh gdi” nay.
Moi day, trong “Quan an Ngon” & phd Phan Boi Chau, Ha Noi, toi thdy trong
Thuc don c¢6 ghi “Banh gbi (= Wrapped rice cakes), gia 24.000 d/di fa, ma to1 dugc
nghe mo ta 1a banh (thugc loai nhan x61) duoc goi tron trong cubn trong nhu
miéng cubn “oan/van thin”.

ghé ctng (= hardback chair) ~ ghe ng01 khong ém (trén tau hoa/xe lira); ghé mém
(= comfortable/padded chair) ~ ghé ngdi ém, thoai mai (trén tau hoa/xe lira).

gia climg (= fixed price); gia mém (= negotiable / competitive / bargaining price).

gia béo (= very cheap price) ~ gia qua re, qua thap. Vd. Mot hop phan loai “xin”
gia béo nhat cling phai hon 100 ngan.

gia canh tranh (= competitive price). Gia ban do cac doanh nghiép quyét dinh voi
muc dich bao vé, chiém linh, md rong thi truong (thuong biéu hién ¢ viéc ha gia,
ban véi gia thap, gia vu dai).

phan cimg (= hardware) ~ cuong liéu; phan mém (= software) ~ nhu liéu.

Pa s6 thanh phan séng tai mién Nam trudc day, thoat ddu nghe néi dén “phan
cung”, “phﬁn mém” 1a théy tirc cuoi, nghi tam bay tam ba, nhung vé lau ve dai
trong nudc ngu(‘yi ta dung nhiéu dén do khong ai con thic méc nghi gi nita. Bén khi
nghe ai n6i dén “cuong liéu”, “nhu liéu” thi lai thdy c6 vé cudng diéu, chir nghia
cung minh. Méi day, khi doc bdo, t6i kham pha ra rang “phian mém” con duoc
dung dé chi phan than thé, bo phan co thé ma khong phai 1a phan xuong cimg.

dau ra, dau vao (= output, input). Céi dua ra, cai dua vao, dong di€én cho vao may;

di kién dua vao may vi tinh. C6 nguoi nghe chua quen thi bao 1a nghe tho tuc nhu
“dau dua ra, dua vao” cia bo phan sinh duc nam. Hai tir “dau ra, ddu vao” nay con
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29  ¢¢

dung véi nghia 1a “von”, hodc “thi glo cong strc bo vao” va “két qua clia cudc
dau tu d6”. C6 thé dung “dau vao” la ¢ ‘von dau tu” va “dau ra” 1a “két qua san
lugng”. Vd. ... khai tang cac yéu t6 dau vao nhu cac tai san gop Von chi phi
nguyén li¢u, ch1 phi diéu hanh, quang céo, tiép thi...; khai giam cac yéu t6 dau ra
nhu gia ban san pham thap hon gia ban thuc.

thué u6t (= thué may bay ma thué ca nguoi 1ai). Theo bao Tudi Tré Online (= trén
Mang/Dién tir), nhu anh Chu but bdo Mang < www.khoahoc.net > cho biét. thi
nim 1993, Vietnam Airlines tuyén chon phi cong tir cac doi bay ctia doan bay 919,
ké ca mot sé phi céng quan su cua trung doan 918, dé dua di nude ngoai dao tao
phi cong 141 may bay thuong mai chuyén nghiép. Cling trong nam nay Vietnam
Airlines ky hop dong “thué u6t” (c6 phi cong) may bay A320 v6i Hang Air France
(Phép) va hang nay phai huan luyén thém phi cong cho doan 919. T thang 1-1994
dén 1-1995 doan bay 919 tiép tuc cir hai doan di hoc tap phi cong.

Cau hoi t6i néu ra & day 1a: Liéu c6 “khe ho/1d trong/1d hong tir vung” (= lexical
gap) trong tiéng Viét hay khong? Néu khong, thi phai co: “thué kho”, nghia theo
du doan thi 1a: “hop dong thué may bay (khong c6 nguoi l4i)”, va trong trudng hop
nay la nguoi lai cua hang may bay Air France. Va nhan néi vé chuyén “kho”,
“uot”, t61 nh¢ Viét Nam ta co tir “sao khd”, “sao uot”, voi nghia 1a “an chay” va
“in man” trong chuyén ‘ay’.

khan truong (= to hurry) ~ nhanh chéng. Cum tir “nhanh chéng, nhanh 1én, mau
1€n, le 1€n!”, thuong dugc dung trudec nam 1975, nay dugc thay thé bang cum tu
“khan truong”, véi tan so xuat hi¢n, st dung cao. Thay vi n61 ‘Lam nhanh 1én!” thi

nay ngudi ta néi 1a: ‘Lam khan truong 1én! (= Hurry up!)’.

khang dinh (= to affirm, to confirm) ~ xac dinh, xac nhén. Vd. Dién vién X da
khang dinh dugc tai nang hay mot vi du khac: Dong chi A khang dinh ¢ vi tri giam
doc. “Khang dinh” ngoai nghia theo luat phap c6 nghia la “phé chuan, chuan y”.

quan li [= to control; to direct (somebody or something)] ~ quan tri; diéu khién;
cl‘lju trach nhiém. Yd. Anh X quan li mot xi nghi¢p hoac Vd. Anh sé xay dung voi
dong chi gai, va dong chi gai s€ quan li doi anh.

thanh quyét toan (= thanh toan/chi tra tién bac va bao céo so sach 1én co quan chirc
nang) ~ thanh toan/két toan so sach. Toi doc duge cum tir ndy trén bao hang ngay,
chang hiéu chuyén gi cho dén khi hoi dira chau toi lam thanh tra thué vu méi biét
su tinh.
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gia dinh neo don (= short-handed family) ~ gia dinh it ngud1 (khong c6 may ngudi
c6 kha nang kiém vi¢c lam).

gia dinh co nhd (= poor family) ~ gia dinh nghéo ting (c6 hoan canh thiéu thon,
kho khan).

ba me don than (= single mum/mom) ~ ba me don chiéc (& vay nudi con). Nguoi
Viét hai ngoai, dac bi¢t 1a ¢ Uk, thuong goi dua “ba me loai nay” 1a “mau don”, tat
nhién ai cling hiéu 1a tén mot loai hoa, nhung né téu & chd 1a lai ¢6 su tring hop
voi tén cia mot nit ca si xinh dep, kiém xudng ngoén vién dai phat thanh tu nhan
2VNR ¢ Sydney, 1a “Mau Pon”, ma lai khong “don chiéc” chit nao.

trao d6i (= to have a talk; to converse) ~ trao d6i i kién; noi chuyén; thao luan; ban
bac. Vd. Con nhiéu diém can trao doi thém.

dé xuat (= to propose; to suggest; to put forth) ~ dé nghi. Pua ra dé xem xét, giai
quyét. Vd. Dé xuat nhiéu giai phap méi.

boi dudng (= to strenghthen; to bring up; to educate; to buid up; to foster). Co
nghia la “bd tac”, ‘ciing ¢d”, nhung “boi dudng” con cd nghia 1a “dut 16t; chi tra;
cho tién ai (dé tranh bi phién ha)”. Téi biét c6 truong hop & Sai Gon, mot ba ¢ du
nha cho thué mudn, duoc chut tién bo tai, thi bi cong an phuong biét téi doi xin
“bdi dudng”. Luc dau ba ta danh chiu “ngdm bd hon 1am ngot”, nhung sau doé it
lau ba quyét dinh ban nha dé tranh khoi phai chiu dung canh mé nheo cta may anh
“ban dan” nay.

su cd ~ bién c¢d (= event; incident). Tir ndy thudng dugc dung dé chi su ¢ (ki
thuat) [= (technical/mechanical) problem] ~ hong; hu (may, xe). Vd. Xe to1 c6 su
cd. “T” nay nay ciing dugc ding voi nghia 13 “bién ¢6”

can ho (= house; family unit; apartment; flat) ~ can nha; can chung cu.

Uin tic giao thong (= traffic congestion) ~ ket xe.

0 t0 con/xe con ~ xe hoi loai nhd.

to dung (= big; huge) ~ to to chang. Nghe noi tir nay da dugc dan ching st dung
tir 1au & huyén Yén Diing, tinh Bic Giang, ngoai Bic.

burc xuc (= urgent; pressing; imperative) ~ cap bach 1am (yéu cau phai duoc giai
quyét ngay). Vd. Giai quyét nhitng van dé birc xirc vé xa hoi nhu d6i nghéo do 1i
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lut vira qua gy ra). Tir btrc xtic gan day con c6 thé dugc hiéu thém nghia 1a “tirc
to1, buc doc, bat man” ma chua thay dugc ghi trong cac tur dién.

tiéu dung (= consumption; to consume) ~ tiéu thu.
danh cuogc/ca cuge (= betting; gambling) ~ danh cudc an tién; danh ca cd bac.
dao cu [= instrument (for artists to perform); musical instrument] ~ nhac cu.

quy hoach (= to make a plan; to design a program) ~ du thao ké hoach; hoach dinh
chuong trinh.

bao quan (= to maintain; maintenance; safekeeping) ~ bao tri.
doanh sd (= trade profits/returns; trade/business turnover); Téng sb tién ma mot
doanh nghiép thu dugc bang hoat dong kinh doanh mua vao, ban ra, 1a chi ti€u

phan anh qui mé kinh doanh va 13 can ct tinh thué doanh nghiép.

d6i tac (= partner; counterpart) ~ (gi6i chuc) d6i nhiém. Nguoi, phia d6i tuong hop
tac (trong cong viéc). Vd. Tim ddi tac méi dé mo rong thi truong.

thoi bao cap (= government-subsidy period).

ché d6 bao cap(= government-subsidy regime).

nang cap (= upgrade; enhance the value of).

nén cong nghiép 4m nhac (= music industry).

chum anh (= a set/gallery of photos).

chum tho (= a few lines/pieces of poetry).

nha cao ting (= many-storeyed house; multi-storeyed building).

ph’6n thue (= fecund; fertile). Nay no ra nhiéu. Sinh san dé duy tri va phat trién noi
giong. Vd. Nhung bi€u tuong cua phon thue (4m duong vat, hanh vi tinh giao, tinh
dich) tr¢ thanh c6 mau (archétype), mot thr khudén mau cia tu tudng. Trong tin

ngudng dan gian, thudng co chuyén hay tap tuc lién quan dén viéc giao hop, dén
cac sinh thuc khi v.v... nguoi ta goi 1a tin ngudng phon thuc.
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sinh thyuc khi (= genitals) ~ co quan sinh dyc. Vd. Anh lién giai thich: khuc gb 4y
la bi€u tugng cua cai “sinh thyc khi” dan ong...

tiéng Trung (= Chinese language) ~ tiéng Hoa. C6 thé ¢ sy dong 4m di nghia &
day khi ta noi “tiéng Trung” dé chi “tleng Mién Trung ctia Viét Nam”. Pay ciing
c6 thé 1a trudong hop noi tat ctia cum tir “tiéng Trung Qudc”.

budi dém (= night time) ~ ban dém. Vd. Budi dém t6i c6 gip dong chi dy. “Ban”
trude ddy (va nay cling van vay) duoc hiéu nhu 12 mot thoi gian khoang 12 gio,
ban dém 12 gid cong v4i ban ngay 12 gid 1a 24 gid. Con “budi” thi chung ta c6
“budi sang”, “budi trua”, “budi chicu”, “budi t6i”. Ban ngay c6 12 gid va tam coi
nhu ¢ 4 budi, nhu vay mdi budi co 3 gid dong hd. Chung ta thuong néi: ‘Chd ong
ay mat ca budi’. Budi ¢ day l1a khoang ba gio. Cau noi khac: “Thé 13 mat mot budi
cay’. Budi ¢ day lai c6 nghia “mat ca mot ngay cong”.

cudi (= to marry, to get married) ~ két hon; 14y nhau. Nha van Lé Minh Ha di tur
mién bac cong tac ¢ Dong Duc, rdi xin ty nan ¢ Duc, viét trong tap truyén ngan
“Trang Goa”: ‘Bon nay chua cudi’, ‘chung téi cudi...’. Thong thuong, nguoi Viét
no6i la: ‘Ching t61 chua lam dam cudi; Bon nay cudi nhau’. Cau nay lai do mot vai
nit ty thuat, nén lai cang thay la. Ching ta trudc day thuong chi néi “cudi vo”, chir
khong néi “cudi chong”. Chi cé hai truong hop dung duoc hai chir “cudi chong”.
Mot 14 ¢ gai 6 161 1am nao d6, nha gai phai bo tién, chiu moi chi phi dam cuéi dé
1y cho duoc mot tim chong. Hai 13 nhitng dong bao thiéu s, sic dan nao con theo
ché d6 mau hé, ¢b gai cudi chéng, vi chang ré s& thudc vé nha gai. Nha gai phai tra
cho nha trai trau, lon, ga, chiéng déng, v.v. dé mua ré.

8. Binh cii rwgu méi: Co nhiing tir ngir cli nay da mang thém i nghia mai:
quan hé¢ (= importance > relationship) ~ quan trong; hé trong.
lam viéc (= to work > to investigate) ~ diéu tra; thAm van.

vO tu (= unbiased; impartial > to take it easy; no worries). Vd. Cu vo tu di! Noi
theo ngdn tir mién Nam trudc day 1a “Cu coi (chuyén d6) nhu pha di!”

lan tan (= ripples > to worry; to be worried). Nhan khi n6i chuy¢n vo6i hai nha
gido thuoc S& Giao Duc & Phan Rang Ién tro hoc 8 tuan tai Pa Lat dé 6n bai thi
bang Thac si cia ho, t6i biét thém duoc nghia mdi nay 1a “lo au”, “lo lang”. Vd.
Dung co lan tan vé chuyén a ay. Ciing xin noi thém & day la khi doc sach bao trong
tiéng Anh ¢ Uc, t6i biét co6 mot ching bénh moi 1a “Generalized Anxiety Disorder
(GAD)”, ma ¢6 nguoi da dich 1a “Sy réi loan lo 4u tong quat (GAD)”. Téi da dé

17



nghi dich 1a “Chtng bon chon lo ling vu vo (GAD)”. Tai sao vay? Boi vi dinh
nghia cia sy roi loan nay la: “... Moi lo au nay thuong lién hé dén mdt s6 nhiing
van dé€ nho hay nhiing su c6 nay khac khong dau, ma chua chac da xay ra...”

trao d6i (= to exchange > to converse, to talk) ~ noi chuyén; ddi thoai; hoi thoai.
Vd. Anh Phillippe Jamet dang trao d61 vd1 mot bé gai Viét Nam.

lién h¢ (= to be related; to be involved > to contact; to talk to) ~ ndi chuyén; dam
thoai; lién lac; tiép xtic. Vd. Mudn biét thém chi tiét xin lién hé Ban L& Tan, dién
thoai s6... “Lién h&” theo nghia cii 12 “c6 chung v&i nhau mot ngudn goc, mot dic
tinh”; “dinh liu dén; lién quan dén”.

rau sach (= organic vegies). Rau sach nay theo nghia cii 1a nguo1 dung khong phai
rira nita, sach roi, ma theo nghia méi thi & “khong ddc hai, dugc cham bén theo
dung tiéu chuan vé sinh thuc pham, tic 1a khéng ding phan hoa hoc va thube bao
vé thyc vat (tham chi khong dung ca cac bién phap lam doi gen).”

cai tao (= to be sent to jail in the so-called “re-education camp > to transform; to
improve). Nay khong con phéan biét “cai tao vat chat” voi “cai tao tu tudng” theo
quan niém chinh tri nita. Vd. Phai dung céat dé cai tao dat. Tlr “cai tao” trong miy
thap ki nay da dugc nguoi ta hiéu 1a “cho di ¢ t0”. Vd. Sau Ngay Giai Phong
ché)ng chi bi di cai tao 10 nam.

thang mot (= January) ~ thang Giéng; thang muoi hai (= December) ~ thang Chap.
Hi¢én nay & Viét Nam trong truong hoc, hoc sinh khong duoc day dé noéi “thang
Giéng” va “thang Chap” nira.

thanh vién (= member) Trudc ddy, c6 nghia mot nguoi trong mot to chire, hoi
doan, nhém nao dé, nay c6 thé con duge dung dé chi “mot ca nhan trong gia dinh™.

Vd. Cac thanh vién trong hd do6 c6 cha, me va hai con.

thong nhat (= to agree with) ~ dong y voi; nhét tri véi. Vd. To6i da xubéng huyén
thong nhat dong chi X.

tu liu ~ tai liéu (nghia cii 1a: “tai li€u riéng cuia nguoi viet”).

ndi dung (= event; category ~ content) ~ mon; bd mon. Vd. Anh ta di thing & noi
dung ‘ctur ta’.

cam gidc ~ cam nghi; cam tuong (= idea; impression). Vd. Xin anh cho biét cam
giac ra sao v€ hién tuong dé. Dung dung chit thuong dung trude day la: “Xin anh
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cho bi€t cam nghi, cdm tudng, v€ hién tugng d6” thay vi 1a “cadm gidc”. Ching ta
c6 thé noi: ¢6 cam giac ghé sg, nhom tom, lat 1€o, am cling.

chat lu:ong (= quality) ~ pham chat . Tur chat luong nay dugc su dung dé phan biét
voi “so lugng” (= quantity). Chir pham chat trude ddy van duoc dung dé chi tinh
chét cia mot san pham, mot dich vu.

T6i ghi nhan mot sé thanh ngit 4 chit (= tir; 4m tiét) hay trong nhitng cum tir ¢6
nhicu chir hon thé:

rét dam rét hai: Mo ta cai lanh budt gia, cat da xé thit (= rét dam) o mién Béc va
gay thiét hai ning né dén mua mang, trdu bo (= rét hai), ma dién hinh 13 cubi nim
Binh Tuét, c6 dén ca 10.000 trau bo bi chét rét. Thiét hai nhan mang cling co dén
chuc nguoi.

khu phé vian héa: Mdi khu phé déu nhu c6 sy thi dua dé duge néu danh 13 khu phé
van hod, nghia la khong c6 t¢ nan xi ke ma tuy, trom cap.

an chin uéng so6i: Vi c6 dich ti€u chay, nén Nha nudc c¢éd chién dich c6 dong dan
ching can than dé phong moi khi an udng thi thirc an phai nau cho chin, nudc uong
phai nau cho soi.

dén on dap nghia. Nhan dip ki niém 61 nam (1947-2008) “Ngay Thuong binh Liét
s1,” t6i da dugc chung kién phong trao “dén on dap nghia” do Nha nudc Viét Nam
phat dong & d6. Phim anh trén truyén hinh cho thay rat nhiéu truong hop thuong
tam cua nhitng thuong phé binh, canh mui 10ng cho cac nan nhan cta chién cudc.

uon mi, nd61 mi (= eyelash perm; eyelash extention). Cym tir ndy t61 ghi nhan duoc
trén cura kinh ctiia mot ctra tiém sua sac dep ¢ Pa lat. Phan “chua” tiéng Anh la do

chau Pamela, géc Viét lai Buc, sinh tai Uc, cho toi biét.

cong truong em sach dep, an toan: Cong trudng Mam Non ndo ¢ Sai Gon, t6i ciing
thay c6 bién dé€ 7 chir nhu thé.

Du gai hay trai, Chi 2 la du. Toi chup dugc tam anh khau hiéu nay véi chir Vlet
bang son trang trén biéu ngr bang vai xanh lam, treo doc trén than cay trudce cong
mot bénh vién & Ha Noi, nhim muc dich khuyen cdo dan chung han ché sinh dé.

9. Co moi noi cu:

Nhing tir ngit cli thong dung nay khong con dugc dung nira:
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phi co truc thang; cong quan; tac chién; dia phuong quan; thiét van xa; xe nha
binh; lanh cang; gioi chue (hiru) trach; dut diém; phi tuan; chao béi; tuyén phong
thu; trai boc pha; ‘Vién tham; binh chung; phi hanh; gia binh; ap chién lugc; nhan
dan tu v€; chiéu hoi; chiéu mo, v..v.

Nhiéu tir ngir dan dan da budc vao quén ling nhu:

s6 gia dinh < s6 ho khau.

t& khai gia dinh < to khai ho khau.

phan anh < phan anh.

duong ray < dudng sit.

cao 6¢ < nha cao tang.

bién ¢b < su ¢d.

10. Cua nguwoi phuc ta — Tir vay muwon qua viéc phién dich

10.1 Dich am:

mit-tinh ~ meeting.

iu-étx-dé (= do-la Mi) ~ USD. K& ciing la, vi néu la tiéng Anh thi phai doc 13  iu-
étx-di’ moi dung.

xi-pi-ai (= Chi s6 Gia Tiéu thu; Chi sd ban 1é; Bang gia biéu cta ngudi tiéu thu) ~
CPL. Viét tit cia cum tir “Consumer Price Index”. Bang li¢t ké chinh thuac duogc
phat hanh hang thang, hodc 3 thang mot 1an, dua ra tam muc thay doi trong gia
biéu ban 1é ctua hang hoa va dich vu.

hat-i-vé-ét ~ HIV-Aids. Poc theo cach phat 4m tiéng Viét. Noi tat 1a bénh “Et”,
con khong thi goi 1a bénh “Sida”, hay & Uc goi 1a bénh “Li¢t khang”.

doping (= chét kich thich ) ~ doping (tiéng Anh). Thuong néi vé chat kich thich
Vd. Cac truong hop tam bi nghi ngd dung chat kich thich déu duoc “minh oan” va
thé van hoi da khong co6 vu doping nao xay ra.

phe vé ~ ap-phe vé. C6 nghia la “co” hay “nguoi lam trung gian, mdi gioi” mua vé

xe, vé xem gidi tri, ban lai véi gid cho den, gid cat co dé kiém 1oi.

20



bu-so ~ Bush. Tbi thay phu ém (= consonants) cudi trong tiéng Anh, nhu trong
truong hop nay: /-sh/ > ’, dugce thuong 1a thém thanh mot am tiét/van (=
syllable), Tuong tu, hai dia danh Coos Bay va Bend ¢ tiéu bang Oregon, nudc Mi,
da dugc doc thanh “Cu do Bay” va “Ben do” . Chinh ra, néu mudn thém van cubi,
thi ca hai dia danh trén phai doc 1a “cu do bé” (vi -s trong coos > do), va “ben do”
(vi -d trong bend > do) méi duoc ké 1a tam ding.

bay ap ~ 7 up (= seven up). Tdi thiy tirc cudi khi 1an dau, khoang dau thip nién
90, nghe mot dra chau nho goi to61 bang Bac, vao hi¢u an & Ha Noi doi udng nudc
ngot “bay up”.

40 pun/ao pull ~ pull-over. Ao phong bé sat nguoi. Vd. Nguoi dan ba an mic nhu
con gai, 40 pun mua thu ron ron da thit.

hac-ko ~ hacker (= tin tic). Theo dinh nghia tiéng Anh 13: “someone who uses a
computer to connect to other people’s computers secretely and often illegally, so
that they can find or change information = ai d6 dung may vi-tinh roi bang cach
mot cach bi mat, thudng 1a bat hop phap, dem ndi voi cac may vi-tinh ctia nhing
ngudi khac dé tim duoc hodc thay doi thong tin ctia nguoi ta”.

viza [= thi thuc (nhdp canh; Xuét canh) trén ho chiéu] ~ visa.

phao [= T6 chitc Luong Néng Quéc t&”] ~ FAO. Viét tit cua chir tiéng Anh “Food
and Agriculture Organisation”.

Niu Odc (= Niiu Uéc) ~ New York.
Tokyd (= Bong Kinh) ~ Tokyo.

rit ~ rude ~ Rudd. Cé diéu t6i khong hiéu dugc 14 tai sao xudng ngdn vién Quang
Minh, kénh truyén hinh VTV2, VTV4, dep giai, tri thirc, an noi luu loat, déy tu tin,
va duong nhién khong thé néi 1a dét tiéng Anh, hay mu-tit vé cach phat am tiéng
Anh, ma lai doc tén cia Thu Tudng Uc “Rudd” (tén ho déy dua 1a Kevin Rudd)
chung t6i thanh ra “Rude” (c6 nghia 1a: vo 1&; tho 13; bat lich sy)? Phat am tiéng
Anh, tiéng Uc dtng phai 14 “rad” hay Viét Nam hoa n6 di thi phai doc 1a “rat”. Néu
doc am tiéng Viét theo giong M1 1a “rat” thi cling chang ai ché duoc nao!

10.2 Dichi:
dién thoal me béng con (= cordless phone), dé phan biét v “dién thoai ban”, cling

1a tr méi. T61 thac mac khong hi€u sao trong mdt bang dé€ quang cdo stra dién thoai
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trén duong Cach Mang Thang Tam, Sai Gon, lai dugc goi 1a “me bong con’ nhu
thé, cho dén khi vé nha hoéi ngudi Sai Gon thi dugce biét 1a “Ong nghe dién thoai
kh()ng day” coi nhu 1a “dtra con bé bong” khi khong cam trén tay, ma dem dat 1én

£9% ¢

“cai gia”, “cai b&” (= base) cua nd, 1a “cai” dugc coi la “me bong”.
10.3 Dich loi:
tin tac (= hacker).

tira dén z (= from A to Z) ~ tir dau dau cudi (= tron ven, dau vao d6). Chit cai dau
tién (A) dén chir cai cudi cung (Z) cia bang chir cai trong tiéng Anh. Vd. Yén tam,
viéc ay chau s¢€ lo cho bac tur A dén Z.

B0 Bién Nga (= Ivory Coast). Khi vé Viét Nam t6i moi dugce nghe 1an dau tir nay
qua ban tin truyén hinh tudng thuat tran thi dau bong da cé quoc gia “Ivory Coast”
nay tham duy.

no61 “khong”véi (= say No to ...). Vd. N6oi “khdng” vai ti€u cuc thi cir va bénh
thanh tich. Toi ghi nhan thong tin nay trén mdt biéu ngit (= banner) bang vai cing
o céng truong cua Vién Pai Hoc Pa Lat. Mot vi du khac: Hay n6i “khdéng’ véi
hanh vi xa rac va phong ué noi cong cong. Cau khuyén céo ndy toi ghi nhan duoc &
Bénh vién St Paul, khu khim maét, trén duong Dién Bién Phu, duong Phan Than
Gian cil.

Thoi trang va hon thé nita (= Fashion and beyond). Téi di thay bang hiéu dich sat
101 cau tiéng Anh nay ldy lam tén hiéu, treo truéc nhiéu cira tiém ¢ Viét Nam.

c6 kha ning (= to be capable of) ~ ¢6 thé. Vd. Trdi hém nay c¢6 kha ning mua;
Bénh nhan c6 kha nang bi hon mé€. Cum tir nay nay dugc dung cho ca nghia tich
cuc (positive), 1an nghia ti€u cuc (negative).

IV. Két luén:

Ngon ngir cling nhu giong doi, cling nhu ménh nudc, phai thay doi, phai bién doi,
phai trai qua mot tién trinh, qua trinh ndo d6 vi tinh dong (dynamism/dynamicism
— dynamic hypothesis. BBT.VT) ctia né. Bién dbi nhiéu hay it, ¢ mot giai doan
thoi gian va khong gian nao do, la do ¢ nhiing xao tron trong nép song chinh tri, Xxa
hoi, van hoa, 12 do & mic do phat trién cua tién bo khoa hoc, ki thuat toan cau.
Tleng Viét Nam ta ciing khong phai la mot truong hop ngoai trir. Thong thuong thi
mdi ngdn ngit trén thé gidi trung binh hang nam san sinh khoang 3000 tir m&i, ké
ca nhiing tur cli mang thém nghia maoi.
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Cudn Tu Dién Tir Méi ’Tiéng Viét (day 281 trang), Vién Ngon Ngit, NXB TP. H6
Chi Minh, 2002” do Tién si Chu Bich Thu lam Chu bién, trong khoang thoi gian tur
nim 1985 dén nam 2000, da “thu thap dugc 2500 don vi dau muc, trong d6 c6 700

don vi chua timg xuat hién trong nhiing cuén tir dién giai thich c6 uy tin nhét trong
thé ky XX”.

Néu khong ke nhirng tir ngtr chuyén sau y hoc, khoa hoc, ki thuat, triét hoc... du 4n
bién soan cudn tir dién tir mai tiéng Viét tinh tdi naim 2008 cia toi, s& c6 thé dua
con s6 don vi dau muc 1én t&i thanh khoang 4000 muc tir, cong thém voi phan giai
nghia bang tleng Anh dé tré thanh cudn tir dién tir méi co tiéng Viét tiéng Anh dé
hué-mot san pham tri tué thuc dung c6 kha nang 1a nhiéu ngudi Viét chung ta dang
mong doi.

TS. Trinh Nhat

Sydney, Thang 8, 2008

www.vietthuc.org
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